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FIRST NETWORK 





More Assurance, Polish, Flavor 


Mark TV Webs’ 


By FLORENCE 8S. LOWE 


Chicago, July 22. 

If television came of age during 
the GOP convention, it shows 
signs of reaching full maturity 
during the current Demmy politi- 
cal show. With the networks and 
the Democratic National Commit- 
tee profiting by errors of the ini- 
tial political gabfest of ’52, video 
covered the opening session with | 
added assurance and polish. 
Effect of the newly-installed | 
center floor camera was immedi- 
ately apparent in the sharper, 
cleaner closeups of platform 
speakers. This, undoubtedly, is a 
major contribution to better tele- 
vision, permitting not only better 
closeups, but less background di- 
versions. The busy, bustling effect 
of figures constantly moving 


There’s still activity behind the 
central speaker, but instead of di- 
verting, it has been toned down to 
a point where it adds an authentic 
touch to an otherwise static image. 

The background is put out of 
focus by head-on’ shots’ with 
Zoomar ‘ens, rather than often 
copping major attention, as was 
inevitable with side view cameras. 
Proof of the video pudding is the 
fact that during the initial quar- 
ter-hour of the opening session, the 
pair of head-on cameras accounted 
for over 12 minutes of screen 
time. 

Astute Demmies showed results 
of lessons they had learned from 
casing the competition by develop- 
ing a better physical layout. 

The main platform in the Amphi- 
theatre, previously cluttered with 
Over abundance of chairs and 

(Continued on page 55) 


Vera Lynn’s British-Made 
‘Wiederseh’n’ Sets U. S. 
Bestseller Precedent 


London, July 22. 
Setting something of a prece- 
dent, a British vocalist, recording 
on a British-made disk, has reached 
a top position on the American hit 





+ 


in | 
and out of the screen is now gone. | 





lists. The artist, Vera Lynn, was 
Presented with a gold platter of | 
‘Auf Wiederseh’n, Sweetheart” by | 
E. R. Lewis, managing director of | 
the British Decca company. 

The disk, which is released in 
the U.S. on the London label, is re- | 
ported to have sold more than| 
500,000 copies in America and up- 
ward of 200,000 in Britain, result- 
ing in a dollar income for the com- 
pany of some $200,000. i 
mately 80% of the records sold in 
the U.S. were pressed at Decca’s | 
London works and were shipped on | 
a speculative basis to the U.S. 

The only other British disk to 
reach a No. 1 spot in America was 
Anton Karas’ recording of “The 
— Man Theme.” 

n 


it Sheet music “Auf Wieder- 
sen, Sweetheart” is currently 
Britain’s top bestseller. It is pub- 


lished here by Peter Maurice. j 





Approxi- | 


Coverage of Dems 


Third of a Nation 


Almost one-third of the na- 
tion’s total population, or 
50,930,000 - people, saw _ at 
least part of the Republican | 
National Convention on tele- 
vision, according to prelimi- 
nary reports of the American 
Research Bureau. Part or all! 
of the convention was also 
tuned in by 14,980,000 homes. 

ARB figure is below advance 
estimates that 70,000,000 peo- 
ple would witness the GOP 
conclave on TV. Research out- 
fit reported that General 
Douglas MacArthur’s keynote 
speech was seen by 21,370,- 
000 viewers. 











Reissues or TV? 
Bank Snarled On | 


Takeover Policy’ 


Lack of a policy decision by Bank 
of America headquarters in Los 
Angeles on whether to take the 
reissue or TV route to salvage its 
loans in some 30 indie pix has sty- 
mied action in either direction. 
Except for some legal maneuvers, 
bank hasn’t progressed from the 
point where it repossessed the pix 
two years ago. 

Only about 13 of the films are | 
free for deals with either reissue 
or TV distribs. Most important of 
them, the nine made by Enterprise 
Productions, are tied up in a law- 
suit brought by Bank of America 
against Loew’s, while about seven 
others are hamstrung via an action 
instituted by Universal against the 
bank. 

B. of A. has an office in New 
York, headed by Tom Walker, 
charged with responsibility for try- 
ing to get whatever coin it can out 
of the films. Lack of decision on 
the TV vs. reissue point has held 
up Walker in the domestic field, 
but he is understood moving ahead 
on plans to try to peddle them 
abroad. Reportedly, Al Lowe, for- 
mer for2ign chief for United Art- | 
ists, has been offered the overseas | 

(Continued on page 63) 


GERTIE’S NEW ROLE AS 
DRAMATIC ART PROF 


Gertrude Lawrence has_ been 
appointed guest professor of dra- 
matic art by the board of trustees 
of Columbia U., N.Y. Miss Law 
rence conducted a course in dra- 
matic art at Columbia last season 

Actress is currently vacationing 











‘from her starring role in the legit 


musical, “King and I.” She's def-, 
initely skedded to return Aug. 11. 


|series of half-hour vidfilm | 
|}and share in their profits. 


| and 
| tisers have already moved in that 


| up, 


ithe basis of the fifth major TV 





STATI 
NANCE 


By BOB STAHL 


Television’s first actual celluloid 


Na 








|network was officially launched | 
| this week with the incorporation | 
by Tom O'Neil, Mutual’s “boss 


|/man” and head of the Yankee Net- 
| work and WOR, N. Y., of General 
| Telecasting System, Inc. New GTS | 


network will comprise WOR and a | 


|number of other indie TV stations 
| around 
| jointly 


which 
production 


will 
of a 
shows 


the country, 
finance 


The celluloid network idea has 
long been taiked of in the trade 
several big-spending adver- 


direction by spotting TV film | 
shows on whatever stations they 
themselves desire and in time slots 
of their own choosing. O’Neil’s set- 
however, will be the first to 
involve stations in the plan. While 
creation of GTS was only started | 
this week with official incorpora- 
tion in Delaware, industry execs 
are predicting that it could form 


| 
| 


network. 


While it has not been disclosed 
which stations will participate in 
the new web, it’s reported that a 
number of top indies across the 
country are welcoming the plan 
as being potentially much more 
lucrative than their affiliations 
with the major existing webs. Be- 
sides giving them a chance to par- 
ticipate in profits from the vidpix, 
as well as to sell their time, the 
fact that they will share in pro- 
duction also gives them a basis of 
control in their network pregram- 


AUD, 


| television designers in the history 


FOR TELEFILMS 





| For 800 Pre- 49 





Chesler-DuMont’s $14,000,000 Bid 


RKO Pix Very Hot 


* Ingenious $14,000,000 deal, which 

| will give the Canadian financial 

New WB 2-Way Deal |group, headed by Lou Chesler, 
Hollywood, July 22. | RKO’s entire backlog of feature 


The two recent big fires at 
the Warner Bros. studio at 
Burbank (one blaze is suspect- 
ed to be of an incendiary na- 
ture), inspired scripter Hal 
Kanter to crack that he’s 
“been offered a new two-way 
contract at WB—as writer and 
fireman,” 


Jessel, Engelbach, 


Ace Proposed To 
Hypo Berle Stanza 


The Milton Berle show may have | 
one of the most expensive staffs of 








of the medium. Plan has been pro- 
posed to the Kudner Agency, which 
buys the Berle show on behalf of 
Texaco, to put George Jessel in as 
executive producer; Dee Engelbach 
as producer, and Goodman Ace as 
head writer. ; 

This is only one of the sugges- 
tions to have been lined up by the 
William Morris Agency, which 
packages the show. There are 
some alternative plans, which are 
still being proposed, in an effort to 
revamp the format of the program. 

At this point, there’s little chance 
of getting Jessel in this post. Deals 
for Engelbach and Ace haven't 





ming which has been difficult to 
obtain under standard network 
affiliation pacts. Other nets con- 
tract for a certain number of hours 
weekly on affiliate stations and the | 
stations, for the most part, must | 


(Continued on page 16) | 


Coast Stations 


Alerted to Quake 


Hollywood, July 22. | 
KNBH scored another newsbeat | 
locally in telensing first films of 
the Tehachapi earthquake damage 
just under seven hours after the 
temblor, which killed 11 persons. 
The NBC-TV outlet had a beat on 
the Warners fire a fortnight ago. 
Station was on the air a half- 
hour after the quake with reports, 
and sent Dexter Alley of newsreel 
department to Tehachapi by spe- 
cial plane. KTLA’s Klaus Lands- 
berg personally planed to site, and 
KLAC-TV flew a lenser there. 
Quake knocked KHJ off the air 
until 10 a.m. due to disruption 
power at Culver City transmitter 
site, but Mutual net feeding wasn’t 
affected. 








been worked out either, but there’s 
some chance that they may be 


| films, antedating 1949, is reported- 
'ly close to consummation. The 
| DuMont television network, which 
will have first call on the pix, is 
| advancing $2,500,000 of the pur- 
| chase price. 

| Chesler, a Montreal stockbroker 
and investment counselor, report- 
edly will trade RKO 2,000,000 


| Shares of its own stock for the 800 
| Or more pix in the vault. 
braces all rights—theatre and TV. 
It will cost Chesler a total of $14,- 


| 000,000 over a period of four years 


Deal em- 


| to acquire the stock. 

| Canadian group will obtain the 

shares by asking present holders 

| who so desire to tender their 

| shares. Chesler reportedly is pre- 

pared to offer them $5 down and 
(Continued on page 21) 


B’way May Get First 
Tri-Dimensional Peek 


At Cinerama In Rivoli 


Rivoli Theatre, George Skouras’ 
first-run in New York, which is 
now dark for the summer, may be 
the kickoff spot for the first pic 
turned out by Cinerama, Inc., 
third-dimension outfit in which 
legit producer Mike Todd and com- 
mentator Lowell Thomas are key 
figures. 

Shooting of the film is near com- 
pletion on the Coast, and a couple 
of weeks of processing is next on 
the sked. Todd and Skouras made 
a quickie hop to the Coast last 
week, apparently in pursuit of the 








pacted to helm the stanza. Engel- 
bach and Ace were previously | 
teamed by the Morris office for | 
NBC’s “The Big Show.” 

Plans for the fall edition of the 
Texaco show are still not finalized. 
Leading plan at the moment is to 
change the straight vaudeo show 
into a situation comedy format. A | 
stock company plus guests is/| 
promulgated as a substitute for the | 
steady stream of high-priced guests | 
who have played the stanza since 
its inception. 


CHI MAPS $3,000,000 
AMPHI FOR LAKEFRONT 


Chicago, July 22. 

Chicago Park Board is making 
plans to erect a modern amphithe- 
atre on the lakefront, which would 
provide Chicago with one of the 
finest outdoor musical courts in the 
country. Theatre could seat 14,585, 
with standing room for an addi- 
tional 12,000. In case of rain, a 
moveable canopy would cover 10,- 
000 people. 

There’s some discussion of a mu- 
sical comedy series similar to those 
in St. Louis, Kansas City and Dal- 
las. Bowl will cost about $3,000,000 





and will be completed by 1954. 





idea of preeming the film at the 
Rivoli in the fali. It would take 
about two weeks to prepare the 
house for the presentation, includ- 
ing installation of the third-Gimen- 
sional sound apparatus and the re- 
quired three coordinated pro- 
jectors. 

Film is somewhat documentary 
in nature and runs about two 
hours. Merian C. Cooper, indie pro- 
ducer, who has been active in a 
large part of the production, is now 
putting the finishing touches on the 
pic. According to present plans, it 
likely will be ready for showing in 
September. 
| Lensing was done at various 
| global points. Footage contains sev- 
|}eral scenes from “Aida” as pre- 
| sented by the La Scala Opera, a 
| bull fight in Spain and shots of 
|Seotland and Niagara Falls. Pro- 
| duction is tentatively titled “This 
| Is Cinerama.” 
| With completion of the film now 
near, Grant Leenhouts has re- 
signed as exec v.p. of Cinerama. 
| He supervised the engineering and 
| fabrication of new projection and 
|stereophonic sound reproducing 
| equipment, and the construction of 


|a new camera used in the system, ~ 


Leenhouts will stay on aS @ con- 
| sultant for Cinerama on a none 


| exclusive basis. ni tae 
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o Pix Fest Like Country Fair, 
But ‘Courier, ‘Queen’ Stir Protests 


By ROBERT F. HAWKINS + 
Allen Stricken By Sun 


Locarno, + 15. 
he Sixth Internationa carno 

Film Festival wound up its 12-day Harwich, Mass., July 22. 
run last night (14). Originally | Fred Allen, vacationing here, is 
scheduled to end on the 13th, fete| recovering from an overdose of 
was extended a day to allow for the sun suffered Sunday (20) on the 
world preem of “A City on Trial’ | beach. 
(20th-Filmcostellazione). Twenty- Allen’s new vidfilm quizzer for 
five pix were officially presented | Old Gold, “Two for the Money, 
by the 10 participating nations, preems on NBC-TV in the fall. 
which included, besides the U:S.;) 
Germany, Austria, France, Great 


Britain, Israel, India, Italy, Sweden Tarleton 7 Arts Fest, 
















































and Russia. 
Soviet participation, however, | vd 
was indirect as its entry, “In a Cir- New Kind of Mt. Resort 
cus Arena,” was presented through ° 
a Swiss distrib. Russia originally Show Biz, to Get Encore 
hinted it would participate official- | By RICHARD JOSEPH 
ly but imposed certain ee Pike. N. H, July 22 
Festival authorities were unable to re Bie Sey a ins 
accept. Besides the official pres- Beg) Oe Leet ioe 
ert ios, ee ica tetris and | Lake Tarleton Club here this week 
screened privately for distribs and | has again underlined fact that sum- 
ae Oe en ee Eee ee 'mer vacationists welcome culture 
fete. Locarno is officially wecne- as a big plus in their holiday plans 
nized by the International Film| * " it’ anes ackaged by 
Producers Assn., and in accordance | — yt ° ae yP : 
with that organization's stipula- smart ronnie ae = Hampshire 
tions, no prizes were awarded. Pix Pins yy f-~ _ load the. past. te 
are selected and presented by Swiss eee ‘athe Sdiine their gett 
distributors, unlike Cannes and naar pas coming soais.  aalt, 
Venice where entries are on wider dinine dancing me romanting with 
national basis and need festival’s agar : longhair and 
approval. lectures, eo - - apr co pee: 
The local get-together, jointly looking ag" pi ole iy : 
sponsored and financed by Swiss ag ore ghee 0 heeend al 
(Contineer — fresco talks on hotel front lawn 
by w.k. show people, a agg 
? : and educators, speaking in front o 
Danny Kaye s Special ; a century-old stagecoach, with the 
° White Mountains as a _ backdrop. 
Show In Copenhagen Lectures begin right after lunch, 
‘ y while guests are digesting, and last 
As ‘Andersen’ Bally about ‘an hour. Then subject is 
usually kicked around informally 
Copenhagen, July 22. | at lakeside discussions and out on 
Tremendous welcome accorded the floats. 
Danny Kaye here will be climaxed Show biz headlined program, 
tomorrow (Wed.) when the Ameri- | vith ANTA’s Clarence Derwent and 
can comedian will put on a special Gpris Westphalen, N.Y. News drama 
half-hour show over the State Ra-| -pitic John Chapman, Show of the 
dio for the benefit of the Danish | onth Club’s Sylvia Seigler and 
Children’s Charities. About 75,000) fim player Susan Douglas talking 
Danes have already mailed in a . 15) 
shilling each for the privilege of | (Continued on page 1: 
being selected for the studio au- 
dience of 250 to watch Kaye sing| y- ° ° . 
the Frank Loesser score. from Lightning Hits Twice In 
Samuel Goldwyn’s production of | 
“Hans Christian Andersen.” | Same (NCAC) VP. Snot 
The British Broadcasting Co., in! : * 
an unprecedented move, will carry | _ For the second time now, Nation- 
a direct pickup of the broadcast . ete . tech nn od pe See 
. : ‘ o cancel a iecture r 
(Continued on ‘page 63) its figures because of, a vice-presi- 
|dential nomination. Selma War- 
( ° ° lick, who heads NCAC’s lectures 
arol Channing, Adair |and pop. attractions division, had 
‘ y° | Sen. Richard N, Nixon (R., Cal.) 
For Blondes In London booked for three weeks of lectures 
} this fall in the east and midwest, 
London legit producer Jack Hyl-| as well as further dates next spring. 
ton, who flew over to finalize de-' Nixon had lectured for NCAC for 
tails with Herman Levin on the | the first tume this season. Now that 
London production of “Gentlemen he’s received the Republican vee- 
Prefer Blondes,” has just set a pee nomination, Nixon has asked 
deal for Carol Channing to re- Miss Warlick to cancel his fall tour. 
create her Broadway original in| Same thing happened four years 
the West End. Yvonne Adair will | ago, when Vice-President (former- 
also play her original stage role, | ly Senator) Alben W. Barkley, who 
but a London substitution will be was on the NCAC gab list, asked 
gotten for Jack McCauley. to be released from his bookings 
Miss Channing’s deal is said to when he received the Democratic 
be quite an improvement over | veepee nomination. 
Broadway. She will draw $1,500; NCAC also lost another political 
against 10° of the gross,,and the| figure this year in Sen, Estes 
Adelphi, for which “Blondes” is| Kefauver (D., Tenn.), leading as- 
scheduled in September, can gross pirant for the Democratic Presi- 
$33,000. dential nomination this week. Ke- 
Hylton flies back to London to-| fauver has been on the NCAC list 
morrow (Thurs.), accompanied by | for three years, but dropped off the 
his aide, Gino Arbib, who has been list at beginning of this year, when 
handling Beniamino Gigli’s recent! he actively started campaigning for 
concert tour in Canada: ‘the nomination. 
| © 7/23 
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55%, Less Spent 
On Film-Going 





} 


| 


| Washington, July 22. 

| American theatregoers spent $1,- 
166,000.000 on motion picture ad- 
missions last year, or approximate- 

|ly 5.5% less than ‘in 1950, Depart- 

|ment of Commerce reported today 

| (Tues.) in its annual survey of na- 

| tional income. 

Report reveals a steady decline 
in consumer expenditures for film 
admissions since. 1949, although de- 
cline was less last year than the 
year before. 

Expenditures for legit theatres 
and opera last year, totaling $90,- 
000,000, showed.no change from 
1950. 

Purchases of radio and TV sets, 
phonographs, records, pianos and 
other musical instruments totaled 
$2,421,000,000 last year, or about 
12% less than in 1950. 

Evidence that TV _ sets have 
reached a point where they require 
more and more serving was indi- 
|cated in expenditures of $420.- 
| 000,000 last year for radio and TV 
| repairs. This was twice the amount 
spent for such service in 1049 and 
31% more than in 1950. 

Possibly reflecting restrictions 
on televising of sports, admissions 
for professional baseball, totaling 
$51,000,000, showed a decline of 
$4,000,000 from 1950, when expen- 
ditures had fallen $11,000,000 from 
previous year. Expenditures for 
college football games, totaling 
$103,000,000, were same as 1950, 
which had registered a $3,000,000 
decline from 1949. 

National income of the picture 

(Continued on pag 44) 
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‘Big Broadcast of ‘52’ 


By BOB HOPE 
Chicago, July 22. 

This strawhat filibuster, pre- 
viewing at Loew’s Rumpstake 
Arena, will go on the road and 
play the sticks as soon as Play- 
doctor Truman okays the 
script. They probably don’t ex- 
pect a nomination before the 
20th ballot, which makes it 
safe to say this show may run 
longer than “The Drunkard.” 

This is a sort of “Ben Hur,” 
with dark horses. 

So many candidates are cam- 
era-conscious that they have a 
powder room for men. 

The Vegetarian Party mak- 
ing its stand here has cam- 
paign buttons reading “I Like 
Cauliflower.” 

The Democratic jam session 
has taken over the Chez Stock 
Yards for its “Big Broadcast 
of 1952”. This town looks like 
a bus stop on Mars, or an Or- 
son Welles broadcast that re- 
ally happened. 

There is plenty of help here 
—some of the Taft delegates 
| are acting as bellhops. 

. Hotels are . jammed. - again. 
, George Jessel missed four din- 
ners. He, spent three days in 

the Conrad Hilton. Jobby. try- 

ing to push his way through to 
the banquet room. 
It’s so. hot here. Jane Rus- 
sell has been ip town three 
: «days and-nobody’s noticed +her.: 

















button. ‘jt-says, “Queht” - 


During Last Yr. 


Texans Go Thataway Way Down 


South on the French Riviera 


By JIM CARHARTT and NICKY WINTER 


Cannes, July 8. 

There is a Frenchman on the Cote d’Azur who is due to be 
tined at the end of July. This will undoubtedly come as something of 
a shock to him. What he expects to have happen around then j. a 
modest celebration like New York gave MacArthur. What he \ |) set 
is the same sort of welcome New York used to give the Cherry Sistere 
He’s probably out somewhere right now, this Frenchman, picking out 
a likely site for a statue of himself. What he- ought to be doing is 
finding out what time the next rocket leaves for Mars. 


Because this Frenchman is the one who thought it would be a 
idea to have Texas Week on the Riviera. 

Texas Week has been planned to take place in the period July 14 
the national French holiday celebrating the fall of the Bastille <, 
from Cannes all the way to Menton, on the Italian border, the Rj, 
is going to be turned over to Texans. Everything on the Rivix 
going to be turned over, too, but they. don’t know that yet. 

They’re making special preparations to greet the Lone Star boys, 
All the regular waiters, porters, bellhops and. gendarmes will be re. 
placed by shock troops composed of former members of the French 
Underground. They figure anyone who stood up under four years of 
German Occupation ought to be able to withstand the rigors of one 
week of Texas. But just to make sure, the replacements are under- 
going rigorous training. Oak Ridge has sent over a supply of A-bombs 
to be let off. 100 yards from the shock traops. Those that survive wil] 
have their eyes nicely conditioned to all but the gaudiest hand-painted 
neckties. Shopkeepers are being threatened with Devil’s Island if 
they forget and charge Texans only twice the normal price for every- 
thing, instead of the Texas Week special price of four times as much, 
The city’s fountains will run with the French conception of bourbon: 
vin blanc with iodine in it. 


Zuillo. 


reat 


Cla 
ra ig 


Any Frenchman faces loss .of citizenship for not replying to any 
question with “Okay!” This will be especially neat when he is being 
asked the way to the powder-room. There was also a move on to have 
rest roem doors labeled “Steers” and “Heifers,” but community feeling 


is such in France that most joints only have one single place for ‘“Mes- 
sieurs” and ‘““Mesdames.” So they compromised .by labeling that door 
“The Corral.” 

There will be other treats for musical Texans, as well. All the or- 
chestras are working up special arrangements of such famous Texas 
folk songs as ‘La Marseillaise,” and the song Eleanor Holm sang when 
she eent her lawyer to see her husband with a “Levy On Rose.” Other 
songs being specially written for Texas Week are “Dallas To Dough- 
nuts,” “Fort Better Or Fort Worth,” and “Amon Carter My House, 
Baby.” 

Respectable residents of the Cote d’Azur are leaving. Both of them, 

And girls are coming here from all over France. The filles de joie 
have all agreed not to speak to a Texan who doesn’t haye at least two 
oil wells. 

They don’t realize, of course, that Texans without at least six oil 
wells are considered part of the “Tobacco Road” set. When Anita 
Loos wrote that line about diamonds, she didn’t know how friendly a 
gusher can be. One Texas father we know gave his four-month-old 
son a tiny gusher to play with. He figured a kid and an oil well ought 
to grow up together. The only thing is, the gusher isn’t house-broken. 

The Mayor of. Cannes consulted us about the history of Texas. He 
said he thought he ought to, because, after all, he knew that we came 
from New York, which is just a suburb of Dallas. He asked us if Texas 
was really as big as people said. We told him about our friend, Four- 
Gun O'Toole. O’Toole has to take a five-day train trip, a 12-hour stage- 
coach ride, break trail through 80 miles of woods, and. walk 40 miles 
of open prairie just to go next door and borrow a cup of sugar. 

But probably the biggest thrill of Texas Week is that all film theatres 
here will be playing American westerns. Dubbed in French. 


French pronunciation of American pix titles and stars is bad enough. 
Humphrey Bogart is “Amfrey Bogarrrrr,” which comes out sounding 
like Leo’ the Lion with hiccoughs. “Show Boat,” becomes “Shove 
Bowatt.” They love pix with our famous dramatic star, Buttie Dah- 
veez. Those films are put out by the firm that advertises as Varnair 
Broze. And the swimming star, Asstaire Veelyams, they love her, too. 
Especially when she plays opposite Ohvard Kill. (For those of you 
who don’t remember that picture, it was “Pahgahn Luv Sung”.) 

But if there is anything in the world to compare to French voices 
crackling out of-a Gene Autry (pronounced Gin Uvtree) epic, we don't 
want to hear it. In case you ever happen to be tied to your theatre 
seats during a French western, here’s what they are liable to be saying. 
We give you, at no extra cost, the original American dialog, the French 
translation of same, and how the French translation ewould sound re- 
translated into: 


American French English 
Howdy, Sheriff, how's Bonjour, Monsieur le Good-day, Mister tle 
tricks? Shair-eef. Comment Sheriff. How it 
ca va? Ca marche goes? It marches 
bien? well? 


The Indians are com- Tiens! Si je ne me suis Hold! If I myself do 


ing! pas trompe, ceuz-ci not deceive myself, 
sont des Indiens, those there are 
n'estce pas? some Indians, is it 
not? 
They went that-a-way. Ils ont files par la. They have fled by 
-there. 
Ma’am, I never did There is absolutely no way this can be trans- 
hold with kissing lated into French. 
women, 


We'll head ‘em off at Nous pouvons les rat- We are able to retrap 
Eagle Pass. trapes a cote de la them at the side of 


Vallee des aigles. the Valley of Eagles. 


Me Indian chief. Me Moi je suis le grand Me, I am the big 
Sitting Bull hate chef Taureau qui Chief Bull, who sits 


white man. s’assieds. Je n’dime: himself. _I do not 
pas du tout les peaur like at all the skin 
blanches. whites. 


Why you ornery son.of Zut! 
a -bobtailed polecat, 
you fatheaded son of 
a ringtailed ‘horse- 
thief, ‘you ~ mangey, . 


Sorry, we can't trans 

: late that word; af- 
ter all, this is @ 
family newspaper 


scrawny,  ‘pie-faced, 
milk-fed, slope-eared 
skunk! 


A So, cif: yourail: aven’t doing anything: that "week, “come ‘on* down to 
Lc She's, also, wearing a'campaign. : 





Cannes and see! the ‘Texans. . Ourselves,- wre geing’to Texas‘ w here 


“$°we'can be ‘alone: <<" + oe: 3 











— we 


Wednesday, July 23, 1952 








OZONERS THE B 


Govt 16m Suit Seen 


To Force Majors Into Pic Sales to TV 


Backdoor Move 





Washington, July 22. + 


A backdoor move to force major 
film companies, to release their 
product to video is seen by trade 
observers as possibly behind the 
Government's civil action yester- 
day (Tues.) charging 12 producers 
and distributors with conspiracy 
to restrain the use of their 16m 
films. Suit was filed by the anti- 
trust division of the Department 
of Justice in Federal Court, Los 
Angeles. 

Although the complaint charged 
conspiracy also in limiting the use 
of narrow-guage product by the 
armed forces, private clubs, 
schools, churches and USO cen- 
tres, tradesters pointed to the 
statement in the suit by Attorney 
General James P. McGranery, 
which declared that the action was 
part of the Department's continu- 
ing program “to prevent business- 
men and others from combining 
to place restrictions upon what 
members of the general public 
may see on their television sets.” 

Another signiffcant indication 
was the disclosure of a Justice 
Dept. official who noted that it was 
the use of 16m in video, and its 
capacity to reach a mass audience, 
which spurred the Department’s 
action. 

However, the D. of J. exec point- 
ed out that the evidence in the suit 
antedates television and that the 
suit “would have been brought any- 
way.” If a conspiracy did not exist, 
he noted, United World Films, U’s 
subsid, and others would be free to 
sell to video. Paramount and 
Metro, the spokesman said, were 
not named in the suit since there 
was no conspiracy evidence against 
them. 


Named as defendants were 20th- 
Fox, Warner Bros., Warner Bros. 
Distributing Corp., RKO, Republic, 
Republic Productions, Columbia, 
Screen Gems, Universal, United | 
World Films, Films, Inc., and Pic-| 
torial Films, In addition, the The-| 
atre Owners of America was named | 
as co-conspirator, but not as a de- 
fendant. | 


It was the first time in which | 
16m films have been involved in a| 


(Continued on page 16) 


Ed Small Bows To 
Europe's Setup For 
Playdates, Subsidies 


Edward Small’s reaction follow- 
Ing a six-week European 0.0. is 
that the Continental film-makers 
have yet to absorb the Hollywood 
know-how, business-wise, but that 
they have “the sweetest setup in 
the world right now with assured 
screen-time and subsidies.” He re- 
fers to the Italians and French 
particularly. 

The vet producer doesn’t hold 
with the idea that a director-pro- 
ducer can also be the astute busi- 
nessman that the Hollywood coun- 
terpart calls for. He feels, how- 
ever, that “they will learn,” and on 
the other hand feels that if there 
Were a true European invasion by 
the more astute American film- 
makers, it would be bound to cut 
in on the progress that the Euro- 
Ppeans seem to be making. 

Small headed for the Coast over 
the weekend. He took it easy pri- 
marily while in Europe but the in- 
evitable “one big deal” is cooking. 











Jack Warner Due In 
. From Europe July 29 


Jack L. Warner, Warner Bros. 
exec v.p. and production chief, is 
due in New York next Tuesday (29) 
from Europe following a month’s 
visit abroad. Before returning to 
the Coast, he will confer with Ben 
Kalmenson, distribution head, and 
other homeoffice brass. 

He is expected to discuss the 
Outcome of talks on the setting up 
in England of a laboratory for 

Processing of WarnerColor, 
Dians for WB filming activities in 
Britain, and om future product's 


Rolling Ozoner 


Minneapolis, July 22. 

Newest thing hereabouts is 
a rolling drive-in theatre. It’s 
operated by John Rohr, who 
has a circuit of small Min- 
nesota towns that have no reg- 
ular ozoners or conventional 
theatres. 

In the municipal parks or 
vacant lots, Rohr sets up his 
drive-in and furnishes the resi- 
dents with their sole pic en- 
tertainment. Circuit now in- 
cludes lLongvillen Backus- 
Hackensack, Cross Lake and 
Emily, Minn. 

Like a carnival or circus, 
Rohr moves from spot to spot, 
devoting one night a week to 
each of the circuit’s towns. 


Yank Film Firms 
Split $5,000,000 In 
De-Iced Jap Con 


Tokyo, July 15. 

A windfall amounting to more 
than $5,000,000 has been received 
by American film companies from 
Japan within the past few weeks, 
the Ministry of Finance disclosed 
here today (15). Coin represents 
64% of earnings which had piled 
up in frozen accounts here be- 
tween the beginning of the occu- 
pation in late 1945 and March 31 
of this year. 

Still to be thawed as of July 1, 
the Ministry stated, was $2,473,411. 
The total in the deep freezer as of 
that date was $4,377,777, but $1,- 
905,116 is to be reserved for taxes. 

(Coin was received by the Mo- 
tion Picture Assn. of America from 
Tokyo some weeks ago, but wasn’t 
actually distributed to member 
companies until last week. ‘They 
were in a mighty hassle, meantime, 
over divvy of the frozen funds 
among them. 

(Normal formula used for split- 
ting melons earned by MPAA's 
affiliate, the Motion Picture Export 
Assn., didn’t completely apply, 
since some of the companies had 
used part of their blocked money 
for buying real estate and other 
expenditures within Japan. It took 
a number of sessions by compa- 
nies prexies and foreign chiefs 

(Continued on page 54) 


Howard to Film ‘Luigi’ 
In Italy Next Summer 


With CBS As Partner 


Hollywood, July 22. 

Cy Howard is starting up indie 
film production of his “Life With 
Luigi” in Italy next summer. He 
recently returned from_ several 
months abroad, where he made ar- 
rangements for studio space out- 
side Rome and financing with 
frozen coin. 

CBS, where he is under ex- 
clusive radio-video contract, will 
be partnered in the pic. Mac 
Benoff, associated with Howard in 
both AM-TV versions of “Luigi” 
and “My Friend Irma,” will be in 
on the writing, directing and pro- 
ducing of the pic, and the “Luigi” 
cast, topped by J. Carrol Naish, 
will be used in film. 


Sol Schwartz to Europe 
To Scout Palace Acts 


Sol A. Schwartz, RKO Theatres 
prez, leaves New York Aug. 6 for 
a four-week tour abroad. 

He’ll see shows in London, Paris, 
Rome, Florence, Copenhagen, Am- 
sterdam and other points, on the 

wi for a talent lineup for RKO’s 
Palace, Broadway, which goes back 




















Bales policy. 


- 


en a two-a-day policy in the fall. 








EST ANSWER TO TV 








(| 
Drive-ins, continuing to do sock biz 
this summer, are as close as the 
pic industry has come to an answer 
to TV, opine film men. The ozon- 
ers are standing up to tele and 


giving a good account of them- 
selves. 


Their success, however, is mak- 
ing them just about as dangerous 
to conventional theatres as is vi- 
deo. While the open-airers during 
the first three or four years of 
their growth after the war were 
drawing new audiences, their con- 
stant demand now for earlier runs 
means they are drawing away con- 
siderable of the patronage that 
might be buying stubs to four-wall 
houses. 


Pressure on distributors by 
drive-ins all over the country to 
move up their picture availability 
dates is developing into a serious 
headache for the releasing. com- 
panies. Earlier, the distribs re- 
sisted somewhat but were not wor- 
ried by the requests for move-up 
of runs. Some even saw _ such 
availability advances as a source of 
more revenue. 


Now, however, with the demands 
becoming more frequent and more 
insistent, they've started to serious- 
ly bother the distribs. They feel 
now that every time they give one 
of the under-the-stars emporiums 
an earlier run, they are damaging 
a conventional house. And they've 
no desire whatsoever to further 
weaken the principal source of 
their bread-and-margarine. 


“This movement can do us seri- 
ous damage and is in many cases 
unnecessary,” one harassed distrib 
exec explained this week. “The 
primary attraction of a drive-in is 
not the early availability of the 
pictures it plays, but its conveni- 
ence and novelty. It’s unfair for 


(Continued on page 23) 


Hard-Pressed Exhibs 
May Win Aid From New 
Quarter-—-the IATSE 


Minneapolis, July 22. 

When the 41st biennial conven- 
tion of the International Alliance 
of Theatrical Stage Employees 
and Moving Picture Operators is 
held here Aug. 4-8, one of the 
orders of business will be the mat- 
ter of trying to improve the lot 
of hard-pressed exhibitors, accord- 
ing to William Donnelly, chairman 
of the local arrangements commit- 
tee. 

Members of the union are con- 











cerned because of the number of| returned three weeks ago,*in time 
job losses due to theatre shutte-|to attend the Republican conven- 
rings and the fact that more such’ tion, to which he was a California 
' delegate. 


(Continued on page 20) 





IRTING 'UA's $350,000 6-Mo. 
IFA HAIISES Points Up Co.'s Upped Financial Status 





How It Works 


The Loew-Metro cuts are in 
two broad brackets. 

From $1,001-$2,000 the cut | 
is 25% above the first thou- | 
sand. 

Salaries of $2,001 and over 
are cut 50% over the first 
thousand. 


Schary Stresses 
Metro Apathy To 
Adopting TV Now 


Hollywood, July 22. 

Television is the No. 1 problem | 
facing the film industry, Dore | 
Schary told the Hollywood Ad Club 
Monday (21), but it, like others, 
can be solved by “intelligence, ap- 
plication of principles, willingness 
and hard endeavor.” 

Video is the chief problem “be- 
cause of its popularity rather than 
what it is,” the Metro production 
chief said. Film-makers have a 
definite place in video's future, he 
added, but reiterated that Metro 
has no present plans to enter pro- 
duction, release old pix to TV or 
permit its stars to make video ap- 
pearances. Lafter decision is based 
partly on legal problems, partly on 
fact the studio believes television 
adversely affects boxoffice recep- 
tion. 

“I can tell you about one beg 
television star who made a picéure 
for another studio,” Schary added. 
“It was a disnral failure—well, a 
disappointing. success. It will be a 
long time before video can match | 
the ‘giant entertainment’ offered | 
by pix, and when eventually it is 
able to do so, it will be done for 
television by motion picture mak- 
ers.” Pix-TV alliance “will come 
in the future but when, how, or in 
what form nobody knows.” 

Schary repeated Metro’s recent 
theory of film economics, declaring 
that theatre rentals are up despite 


(Continued on page 15) 











Lesser Back From Europe 

Sol Lesser arrives in New York 
on the Ile de France today (Wed.) 
from a two-month tour of Europe. 
He leaves by train for the Coast 
on Saturday (26). 

Hollywood attorney Mendel Sil- 
berberg, who accompanied Lesser, 





National Boxoffice Survey 


More Pix Reeling in Good Coin, Biz Seen Better 
Generally; ‘Jacks’ 1st, ‘College,’ Next 


There are more click pix in cir- 
culation this week than in the 
past several months, according to 
returns in key cities covered by 
VaRIETY. Business is on the up- 
swing for the second consecutive 
week in a number of areas across 
the country. 

The improvement, though, is 
generally short of the b. 0. ad- 
vances registered about this time 
last year. Failure to keep pace 
with the 1951 upbeat is attributed 
to the protracted heat spell, which 
is hurting weekend trade particu- 
larly. Break in the blast-furnace 
weather clearly would mean a 
good boost in income. 

Fact that the Democrats are in 
session in Chicago apparently 
doesn’t matter at all. Radio-TV 
coverage is neither adding to, nor 
detracting from, film biz for the 
most part. However, exhibs in a 
few areas feel that the politico 
oratory is bumping competitive 
programs from the TV channeis 
and this is serving as a b. o. assist. 

“Jumping Jacks” leaped into 





- 


the No. One position this week 
from the fifth spot last frame. Pic 
is going great in many keys and 
clearly rates the crown. “She's 
Working Way Through College’’ 
moved into the place spot, up fr 
third last stanza. “Robin Hood” 
rounds out the money-making Big 
Three. 

Fourth this session is “Lovely 
to Look At,” which’ copped the 
win spot last week. “Diplomatic 
Courier” rates as No. Five, tailed 
in the six position by “King Kong” 
and “Leopard Man,” RKO combo 
of reissues which is doing sur- 
prisingly sock biz in scattered situ- 
ations. 

“Scaramouche” is still on the 
top 10 list despite the length of 
time it has been in key area first- 
runs. It’s in seventh place this 
week. Completing the roster for 
this frame are “Pat and Mike,” 
“Walk East on Beacon” and “Fran- 
cis ta West Point,” in that order. 


Average Billings 


With its domestic billings hav- 
ing averaged $350,000 a week for 
the first six months of 1952, United 


Artists has been consistently in 
the black during that period. Even 


|}more important, however, in the 


estimation of its execs, is that the 
company is no longer suffering 
from the severe “between picture” 
chasms that used to mark its 
curve of weekly income. 


By virtue of the plethora of 
product that prexy Arthur B. 
Krim and his associates have cor- 
ralled, the UA distribution pipe- 
line has been consistently full dur- 
ing the first 26 weeks of the year. 
The company, as a result, has 
“legs” —a consistent basic income 
each week. 

Whereas it was plagued until 
the Krim group took over 16 
months ago by deep depressions 
in income, take hasn't fallen below 
$320,000 any week this year and 
has generally been between $325,- 
000 and 
partners welcome that fact as in- 


dicative that the company is at 
last on a stable base. 
Of the gross billings, UA's 


share as a distribution fee is 30%. 
(Continued on page 23) 





Jules Stein Envisions 
Bullish Biz Despite 
Upheavals In Films 


Show biz looks more bullish de- 
spite the economic upheavals in 
the film business, Jules C. Stein, 
board chairman of Music Corp. of 
America, observed last week before 
flying back to Europe for the sum- 
mer. “The American public is seek- 
ing some new form of entertain- 
ment. Heretofore, it was domin- 
antly pictures,” he says, and while 
the Hollywood production line will 
always be potent, the vet showman 
foresees sports, perhaps new forms 
of outdoor divertissements, and 
live shows as being on the upbeat. 

More stage shows—legit and 


(Continued on page 20) 
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French Decree Slashing U.S. Imports 
Seen Bid for Subsidy of Gallic Prod. 





French government decree, which 
with unexpected suddenness and 
in the midst of negotiations slashed 
American pic imports into France 
by 26% over the weekend, is seen 
as a direct bid for subsidization 
by Yank distribs of Gallic produ- 
cers. As a result, it has opened a 
wide seam again between the Mo- 
tion Picture Assn. of America, 
which is understood thinking in| 
terms of granting the subsidy, and | 


the Society of Independent Motion | 





Picture Producers, which is adam- | 


ant against it. 

Both the MPAA and SIMPP held 
emergency sessions in New York 
Monday (21) to consider implica- 
tions of the new decree that will 
limit all American distribs to 90 
French import permits a year, Fre- 
troactive to July 1. Only loophole 
left for increasing that number is 
Article 3 of the decree, which 
states: . 

“Additional authority for the is- 
suance of a number of permits to 
be determined may be granted to 
films of any country assisting dis- 
tributing of French films within 
its territory.” That is seen as an 
invitation for a setup similar to 
Italian. Film Export, which via a 
Yank subsidy plugs Italo product 
in America. 

Eric A. Johnston, MPAA prexy, 
who chairmanned the associatian’s 
huddle, is understood to have rec- 
ommended that the French be 
sounded out on what they are 
thinking of in terms of the sub- 
sidy. MPAA member companies 
are not sympathetic to the idea, 
but they want to get out the money 

(Continued on page 21) 


‘Slow Mail’ Behind Delay 
In Cannes Notification 
Of Award to Lee Grant 


“Siow mail” reportedly is behind 
the long delay experienced by Lee 
Grant in receiving official recogni- 
tion from Cannes Film Festival 
authorities for her work as “best 
actress” in Paramount’s “Detective 
Story.” 
held early in May, the Par home- 
office did not receive documentary 
acknowledgement of the award un- 
til last week. 

Accordingly, Miss Grant is sched- 

uled to receive a diploma and book 
in a brief ceremony to be held this 
afternoon (Wed.) in Par board 
chairman Adolph Zukor's office. 
Zukor will make the presentation 
in behalf of Cannes Festival offi- 
cials. 
y) Previously, Miss Grant vented 
her displeasure to Leo Sauvage, a 
correspondent for Figaro, a Paris 
newspaper. His story said she 
never received an official letter 
notifying her of the award. An in- 
vestigation turned up a number of 
hazy disclosures. Among them was 
a report that Eugene Van Dee, act- 
ing continental manager for the 
Motion Picture Assn. of America, 
received the letter a month after 
the festival wound up. 

Van Dee, in turn, was said to 
have turned the letter over to Par- 
amount’s office in Paris. Subse- 
quently, the material was _for- 
warded to the N. Y. homeoffice. A 
Par exec last week expressed the 
belief that Miss Grant was unduly 
alarmed about the situation and 
attributed the delay to merely a 
case of “slow mail.” 


Oboler’s Tri-Dimension 


Pic Eyed by Korda 


Deal is reportedly cooking for 
release of Arch Oboler’s “Bwana 
Devil” in England by Sir Alexan- 
der Korda’s British Lion distribut- 
ing setup. Morris Helprin, BL’s 
American rep, is slated to go to the 
Coast shortly for a gander at the 
pic and possible consummation of 
a deal. 

Film, in Anscolor, is a three- 
dimensional novelty job. It must 
be viewed through special glasses. 
No American distribution has been 
set for it yet. Reportedly, a siz- 
able advance guarantee is involved 
in the Korda deal. 

Sir Alex is also involved in an- 
other novelty film project. He has 
distribution rights in England for 
Cinerama, wide-screen system be- 
ing prompted in the U. S. by 
Michael Todd and Lowell Thomas 








Although the festival was 


Can’t Miss 

Charles Simonelli, as dele- 
gate from Brooklyn to the 
Democratic convention in 
Chicago this week, obviously 
is also not losing sight of his 
role as Universal’s eastern 
pub-ad__ chief. Photo  syn- 
dicates on Monday (21) serv- 
iced pix of Francis, U’s “talk- 
ing mule,” attending the con- 
clave. 

Photos; widely-used in the 
nation’s press, showed Fran- 
cis bearing signs plugging for 
nomination of nine different 
candidates—every one who’s 
been mentioned as a possibil- 
ity. U is apparently sure to 
| be covered no matter how 








Simonelli casts his own vote. 








Clooney Makes 
Hutton Parting 
Easier for Pa 


Paramount’s agreement to re- 
lease Betty Hutton from her con- 
tract now, rather than awaiting its 
expiration next January, resulted 
in part from its enthusiasm 
| for Rosemary Clooney. 
{plan is to build the singer, who 
skyrocketed with the success of 
her “Come On-a My House’”’ disks, 
to the Hutton spot on its star 
roster. 

Miss Clooney has appeared in 
only one pic, “The Stars Are Sing- 
ing,” which is now nearing comple- 
tion by Par. Company execs were 
so enthusiastic over her scenes 
that they started talking about 
building a big musical around her 
and Donald O’Connor even before 
Miss Hutton’s agent, Abe Lastfogel, 
William Morris office prexy, sug- 
gested she’d like her release. 

There is also a possibility that 
Miss Clooney will be cast in “Topsy 
and Eva,” in the role that Miss Hut- 
ton nixed and that was one of the 
contributing factors to the quick 
agreement between studio chief Y. 
Frank Freeman and Lastfogel on 
the Hutton release. 











12-Years At Paramount 
Hollywood, July 22. 

Betty Hutton, who obtained a 
release from her Paramount con- 
tract, which would have expired 
next January, will go into partner- 
ship with her husband, Charles 
O’Curran, in film production and 
television. O’Curran likewise ends 
his Par pact. 


Actress had spent 12 years on 
the Paramount lot, where aH her 
pictures were made with the ex- 
ception of “Annie Get Your Gun” 
at Metro. Her last Paramount 
film, “Somebody Loves Me,” is 
still unreleased. 











Goldenson Huddles 


Pic Execs in Rome 
Rome, July 22. 


dustry and its technical facilities 
available for production were 
viewed with satisfaction by Leon- 
| ard Goldenson, prez of United 
| Paramount Theatres, in a_ visit 
| here last week. He expressed inter- 
|} est in the local industry's expand- 


var film-making program and in 





various activities of Italian Films 
| Export (IFE) which are aimed at 
| increasing the exportation of Ital- 
|} ian pix to the U.S 
In making his first trip to Rome, 
'Goldenson huddled with Italian 
| film execs and was guest of honor 
at a dinner hosted by the IFE. 
| Among those present were Eitel 
| Monaco, prez of ANICA and IFE: 
Dr. Renato Gualino, IFE managing 
director and prez of the Interna- 
jtional Federation of Producers’ 
| Assns., and Italo Gemini, head of 
| AGIS ‘Associazone Generale Itali- 
'ana dello Spettacolo), 

Following his local stay, Golden- 
son left for Florence and Siena. 
UPT topper, who is accompanied 


and is also planning to produce a_ by his wife, goes to France before 


film in Britain for Cinerama. 


jreturning to New York. 


Studio’s by 


Vitality of the Italian film in-| 


Ups Tony Curtis to 16 
As U-I Lifts Suspension 


Hollywood, July 22. 

Completely new deal for Tony 
Curtis has been inked by U-I in 
taking him off suspension. 

Basically, it’s a salary jump from 
$650 to $1,000 weekly. His next pic, 
“Houdini,” is on loanout to Para- 
mount. 


Souvaine, Levin 
InTieup; Thomas 


New Sales Chief 


Souvaine Selective Pictures is 
| about to enter into an experimental 
tieup with Jack H. Levin Associ- 
ates as an accompaniment to the 
appointment of Harry H. Thomas 
as salesmanager for Souvaine last 
week. Thomas, vet distrib, has 
taken over the post vacated by 
Charles Amory. 

Levin organization, set up re- 


cently for theatre checking and re- 
search, will handle sales in several 
territories for Souvaine. If this 
proves feasible in a 90-day test— 
the Levin outfit has never done 
sales work before—Souvaine may 
take advantage of Levin’s national 
lorganization to handle sales 
jthroughout the country. 

| Aim of prexy Henry Souvaine 
in the Levin experiment is to try 
a plan for broadening the market 
;for foreign and art product, in 
| which SSP specializes. Souvaine 
| feels that an effort must be made 
|to widen the thin potential offered 
art houses through reaching 
out for non-theatrical bookings. 

Levin reps will thus be called 
upon not only to deal with exhibs, 
but, more importantly, to sell and 
organize showings in churches, 
schools and auditoriums for charity 
and civic organizations in their 
areas. 

Souvaine feels that considerable 
coin can be obtained from such 
dates. In towns where there are 
no houses regularly showing art 
product, it will be all new money. 
Where there is an art theatre, it 

(Continued on page 21) 


\British Festival Film Set 
For American Distrib 


“The Magic Box,” made in Eng- 
land with an all-star cast as the 
film industry’s contribution to last 
year’s Festival of Britain, has been 
acquired for U. S. distribution by 
Arthur L. Mayer and Edward 
Kingsley. Technicolored feature is 
the story of Friese-Greene, credited 
in England with invention of the 
motion picture projector. 

Mayer and Kingsley, who re 
cently returned from London, have 
also acquired three other pix for 
release in the U. S. Two of them 
were made by “Group Three,” a 
government-financed unit for mak- 
ing low-budget offbeat product. 
John Grierson, former head of the 
Canadian Film Board, is exec pro- 
ducer. 

One of the pix, “The Brave Don’t 
Cry,” will probably be Britain’s 
entry at the Venice Film Festival 
this year. The other “Group 
Three” pic is “Brandy for the Par- 
son.” Fourth film acquired by M-K 
is “Life Of Eileen Joyce,” a biog 
of the pianist in which she is heard 
playing. It was produced by Ealing 
in Australia. 

“Magic Box” was made by John 
Boulting and Ronald Neame. It 
originally ran two hours and has 
been cut by 15 minutes. British 
Lion handled it in England and J. 
| Arthur Rank had overseas rights. 
| Robert Donat stars, and appearing 
|in Smaller parts are Leo Genn, 
| Laurence Olivier, Dame _ Edith 
| Evans and other top British names. 
Eric Ambler did the screenplay. 
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Europe to N. Y. 


Barney Balaban 
Vivian Blaine 
Dorothy Salisbury Davis 
Harry Davis 

Sir Sergei Denham 

A. Davidson Dunton 
Jeff Jones 

Sol Lesser 

Max Liebman 

Anita Loos 

Joseph A. McConville 
Lew Schreiber 

Nicole Stephane 

| Hyman Zahl 
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Consolation: TV's Got Troubles, Too 


‘For whatever consolation it may provide to filmites, TV this 
summer is suffering badly from ills with which theatremen for 
years have been wrestling during the dog days. The attraction of 
beaches, picnics, the open road and outdoor entertainment in gen- 
eral is proving just as great a deterrent to televiewing as it is to 


theatregoing. 


Rating of average sets in use, as reported by Trendex, which 
regularly surveys 10 muliple-station TV markets, shows July 


viewing down to 27.5, as compared with 34.5 for June. 


Number of 


sets in use from 6 to 11 o’clock nightly has dropped off sharply 
each month since April, in exactly the same pattern as film grosses. 
April rating was 46.8, May 39.5, June 34.5-.and the July 1-7 period 


27.5. 


While exhibs have been squawking that distribs have contributed 
to the b.o. decline by holding back strong_product during the hot 
weather, TV station ops have been hollering that sponsors and 
networks are missing a bet by taking their top shows off the air. 
Crux of the situation is that the advertisers and webs won’t invest 
in big shows because the summer audience is too small and view- 
ers won’t turn on their sets» because programs aren’t attractive 


enough. 


An added consolation to exhibs may be that the upturn in film 
biz during the past few weeks has perhaps been partially brought 


about by absence of top TV shows. 


One of the explanations for 


healthy b.o. experienced during the political conventions is that 
televiewers might rather see the regular shows than the political 
coverage, and have been alleviating their boredom by going to pix. 











Anglo Embargo on H'wood Product 
Would Wreck Industry, British Told 





WB Fire Reward 


Hollywood, July 22. 

Union workmen at Warners 
studio are functioning as pri- 
vate eyes, hoping to solve the 
mystery of the recent fire on 
the backiot. 

A wire from Richard Walsh, 
IATSE prexy, offered a “lib- 
eral reward” to any member 
digging up evidence of sabo- 
tage. 











200 Pix From 27 
Nations to Vie At 
Venice Festival 


Venice, July 22. 

Italians have announced four 
pix and the British three entries 
for the Venice Film Festival next 
month. There will be a total of 
about 200 pix from 27 participat- 
ing nations. Fifty of the entries 
will be shown at the Festival of 
Films for Children, which will di- 
rectly precede the regular show- 
ings. 

The Italian entries are Roberto 
Rossellini’s “Europe 51,” Alessan- 
dro Blasetti’s “Times Gone By;” 
Federico Fellini’s* “The White 
Shiek”” and Pietro Germi'’s “The 
Bandit of Tacca Di Lupo.” 

The British entries are “The 
Brave Don’t Cry,” made by John 
Grierson for the government-sup- 
ported Group Three experimental 
unit; J. Arthur Rank’s “The Im- 
portance of Being Earnest,” an An- 
thony Asquith production, and 
“Mandy,” an Ealing production. 





N. Y. to .. A. 
Lola Albright 
Jack Carson 
Hume ‘Cronyn 
Vittorio DeSica 
Marcello Girosi 
Jean Hersholt 
William Holden 
Leonard L. Levinson 
Brenda Marshall 
Paul S. Nathan 
Abe Olman 
Frank Stempel 
Jessica Tandy 


N. Y. to Europe 
Bert Block 
Mildred Demby 
Hy Faine 
Leopold Friedman 
Charles Goldsmith 
Dolores Gray 
Jack Hylton 
Jeanmaire 
Maureen McManus 
Herman Millakowsky 
Irwin Pizor 
William M. Pizor 
Edward R. Sammis 
Joseph Shaftel 
Theodore R. Smith 
J. C. Stein 





London, July 22. 

Government was warned by Lord 
Lucas in a House of Lords debate 
last night (Mon.) that imposition of 
an embargo on Hollywood product 
during the forthcoming Anglo- 
American film negotiations would 
be the best way of bringing down 
the British film industry. To cut 
down the number of American 
films, he asserted, would finish the 
Eady Fund and kill small theatres. 

In summing up his stand, Lord 
Lucas urged the government not to 
alter the principle of the existing 
Anglo-American agreement. Debate 
was opened by former J. Arthur 
Rank, producer Lord Archibald, 
who appealed to the government to 
put the Eady Fund on a permanent 
and statutory basis, as without its 
continuance production planning 
would halt its march, and the 
British industry would be in a state 
of collapse by end of the year. 

Government spokesman Lord 
Selkirk refused to comment on the 
monetary talks, but said the gov- 
ernment would welcome continu- 
ance of the Eady scheme, although 
it was primarily a matter for the 
industry to decide. Lord Seikirk 
also resisted an opposition sugges- 
tion for a reconsideration and de- 
finition of a “British film’ which 
included pictures made with Amer- 
ican companies with American 
capital. 

Apart from the brief life of Dal- 
ton’s ad valorem duty, Britain has 
given unrestricted entry to all for- 
eign product, but to safeguard dol- 
lar spending has imposed restric- 
tions on convertibility. The basic 
figure of $17,000,000 remittable an- 
nually has been maintained since 
the first pact was signed after the 
Dalton duty was abandoned; but 
since then various inducements 

(Continued on page 20) 


L. A. to N. Y. 


Irving Allen 

Fred Astaire 

Mort Briskin 
William Broidy 
Ned E. Depinet 
Sol Dolgin 

Pat Duggan 

Jack Elliott 

Gloria Grahame 
Edith Head 
William J. Heineman 
Donald A. Henderson 
Henry Herbel 
Fotrest Judd 
Joseph Kaufman 
Frank Liberman 
Al Lichtman 
David A. Lipton 
Gisele Mac Kenzie 
Tony Martin 
Robert Mochrie 
Arnold Moss 

Alan Mowbray 
Ray Noble 

Walter O’Keefe 
Roland Petit 
Robert Pirosh . 
ZaSu Pitts 

Will Rogers, Jr. 
Jane Russell 
Manie Sacks 
Denny Shane 
Stirling Silliphant 
George Skouras 
Spyros P. Skouras 
Harold Spina 
Maurie Suess 
Kenneth Thomson 
Max Youngstein 
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3 Rank Reps Would Continue on Ba. 
Of Universal at Request of Rackmil 


Present indications are that the + 


three J. Arthur Rank reps on Uni- 
versal’s board will continue to 
serve indefinitely though the Brit- 
ish film mogul no longer holds U 
stock. It is understood that Mil- 
ton R. Rackmil, new U prexy, has 
indicated a desire that they con- 
tinue on the board. 

The Rank men are Rank himself, 
G. I. Woodham-Smith, his general 
counsel, and Robert S. Benja- 
min, president of the J. Arthur 
Rank Organization in the US. Ac- 
tually, the board membership is 
meaningful now only so far as 
Benjamin is concerned, since Rank 
and Woodham-Smith headquarter 
in London and virtually never at- 
tend directorate sessions or vote. 

Trio were holdover nominees for 
the board on the management 
proxy slate prior to Decca Records’ 
purchase of Rank’s stock in U. Al- 
though the Decca buy preceded 
the annual U stockholder session, 
no change was made in the slate 
and Rank, Woodham-Smith and 
Benjamin were automatically 
elected, 

It had been assumed that Rack- 
mil, who heads Decca as well as U, 
might expect the trio to offer their 
resignations. They’re understood 
to have definitely been informed, 
however, that that is not so. 

Despite the stock sale, Rank and 
U retain considerable in the way 
of mutual interest. Rank’s Gen- 
eral Film Distributors handles U 
product in Britain and U releases 
Rank’'s top pix in the U.S. Benja- 
min, however, is no longer tech- 
nically on the board as a Rank rep 
—since there’s nothing to rep— 
but as an individual. 

Dept. of Justice has been at- 
tempting to unseat Benjamin, 


(Continued on page 23) 


Surprise Defender 
For Upped Admish 
Found in Ind. Exhib 


Upped-admission demands of 
distribs for big pix—a _ practice 
habitually cursed, condemned and 
castigated by exhibitors—found a 
surprise defense last week. It is 
contained in Theatre Facts. bul- 
Jetin of Allied Theatre Owners of 
Indiana. 

After lengthily recounting argu- 
ments against upped-admish pix, 
the Allied publication frankly 
States: “On the other side of the 
argument, one of our members who 
had always steadfastly opposed any 
advance price pictures became a 
convert to the hiked scale.” 

This occurred, the bulletin ex- 
plained, as a result of a question- 
naire the exhib had filled out re- 
garding non-theatrical competition. 
It caused him to analyze the com- 
peting attractions playing his town, 
the tariff they got and the attitude 
of the local citizenry—which was 
that the promoters were “doing 
them a favor.” 

“If his patrons were happy to 
Pay three or four times the regu- 
lar price of a movie to see some 
third-rate wrestlers or some un- 
talented live acts,” this exhib con- 
cluded, “why shouldn’t he get a 

(Continued on page 16) 


REPUBLIC DOUBLING 
PROD. BUDGET—YATES 


Herbert J. Yates, Republic Pic- 
tures prexy, announced yesterday 
(Tues.) that the cempany would 
double its production budget for 
1952-53, with the coin outlay ex- 
pected to surpass that spent in the 
Past two years combined. Yates 
did not reveal any figures, merely 
Stating that the company would 
Spend “mo¥e millions.” 

Republic chief revealed that Rep 
would expand its advertising ap- 
Propriation considerably. 

Yates pointed up that eight of 
nine recently-completed pix are in 
color and seven in Republic's own 
three-color Trucolor. Future pro- 
duction plans include 15 stories, 
Many of which will be adapted 
from magazine stories and serials. 

















} 





Goldwyns to Europe 
On Vacation Aug. 6 


Samuel Goldwyn has set his trip 
to Europe for Aug. 6. Accompanied 
by his wife, Frances, he'll sail on 
the Queen Elizabeth. Their itin- 
erary is still indefinite, but it is 
contemplated they’ll be away about 
six weeks ‘on the pleasure jaunt. 

Goldwyns will be in New York 
only a couple of days on their way 
to Europe, but will remain several 
months, at least, on their return. 
Producer will be east for the cam- 
paign prior to the anticipated 
Christmas preem of his “Hans 
Christian Andersen.” 


RKO Sets More 
Indie Deals To 
Satisfy Exhibs 


Plagued for some time by lack 
of product, RKO is actively en- 
deavoring to line up a collection 
of films to satisfy its sales force as 
well as exhibs. Although the 
studio is back in operation, the 
flow of pix from the Coast hasn't 
been enough to meet the current 
and future demands. 

With fast changeovers a com- 
mon practice today, company is 
continuing its romance with indie 
producers to assure itself of a 
solid lineup. Slate is also being 
bolstered by the addition of reis- 
sues from its own vaults. 

Latest deal with an indie is that 
between RKO and _ Aubrey 
Schenck Productions, which calls 
for the distribution by RKO of six 
Schenck films within the next 
two years. First of the sextet will 
be “Beachhead,” based on the 
Richard Hubler novel, “I Got 
Mine.” Filming will start in Sep- 
tember. Second pic will be “The 
Swamp Fox,” from an_ original 
story, “The Lion and The Fox.” 
In Technicolor, it will tell the 
story of Francis Marion, American 

(Continued on page 21) 


Nabbing Girl’s Sniper 
Slayer Snipes Sniping 
At ‘Sniper’ As Cause 


Sensational solution to the mur- 
der of 18-year-old Eileen Fahey at 
New York’s Columbia University 
last week had the effect of ex- 
onerating the Stanley Kramer film, 
“The Sniper,” from any possible 
link with the crime. 

When the slaying was first dis- 
covered, numerous theories were 
advanced, including one which 
held that the murderer might have 
been influenced by the film. 
“Sniper,” playing in nabe theatres 
in the Columbia U area, focuses on 
a crackpot who indiscriminately 
shoots attractive young women. 

In the absence of any local mo- 
tive for the killing of Miss Fahey, 
the thought arose that the killer 








}was a real-life counterpart to the 


central character in the film, and 
somehow goaded into the crime by 
the dramatic presentation. 

As it turned out, the confessed 
murderer was a psychopath who be- 
came enraged when his thesis on 
expanding man’s life span was re- 
jected by the American Physical 
Society. Miss Fahey worked for 
the outfit. 


Loew’s Divests Itself 
Of 2 N. Y. Theatres 


In line with its divestiture pro- 
gram, Loew’s will drop two thea- 
tres in the New York area on Aug. 
1, both of which have been oper- 
ated on a lease basis. 

Plaza Theatre, Astoria, and the 
Prospect, Flushing, both owned by 
Century Theatres, will be taken 





}over by Century on that date. 








MAJORS’ UPBEAT 
N PAST 2 YEAR 


Developing trend among pic com- 
panies recently toward diversifying 
their activities finds some of them 
taking an increasing interest in the 
production of commercial and in- 
dustrial films. Making sponsored 
pix is a $42,000,000 annual biz in 
the U. S. 


Although several of the majors, 
through subsidiary companies, have 
turned out this type of film for a 
long time, there has been a steady 
upbeat during the past two years. 
Success of Columbia, Universal, 
Warner Bros. and RKO in snaring 
sponsors, as a matter of fact, has 
caused some concern among estab- 
lished producers of commercial 
pix. 

Columbia's subsid, Screen Gems, 
which also makes vidpix, has been 
the most active entry in the com- 
mercial race. It has not only been 
making short commercials for tele, 
but has been turning out sales, 
training and public relations prod- 
uct for such outfits as DuPont, the 
American Petroleum Institute and 
Studebaker. Ralph Cohn heads the 
operation. 

‘Flirtatious’ Move 


Hollywood’s current desire to 
snare some of the commercial pix 
dollars is generally regarded by 
the longtime biz film producers as 
flirtatious. Feeling is that the Coast 
will drop or curtail this operation 
when it eventually takes over mak- 
ing the bulk of the programming 
films for TV, a move the commer- 
cial producers regard as inevitable. 


(Continued on page 16) 


M-G Fiscal Switch 
Points Up Foreign 
Take's Importance 


Double-pronged change in Met- 











ro’s accounting system was seen 


this week as generally reflecting 
the continually growing impor- 


tance of the foreign market plus 
new trends in the playoff of pix. 

Previously, M-G wrote off the 
cost of its product on the basis of 
75% of the cost to domestic in- 
come and 25% to foreign. Charles 
C. Moskowitz, v.p.-treasurer, re- 
vealed at the weekend that the 
amortization table has been re- 
vised so that 66 2/3% is allocated 
to domestic and 331/3% to for- 
eign. 

This, of course, means that the 
foreign department is now being 
relied upon to provide fully one- 
third of the total pic revenue. Mos- 
kowitz said the switch was adopted 
by the board of directors upon 
the recommendation of the com- 
pany’s accountants. Other outfits 
in a position similar to Loew’s also 
will do some revising of their 
breakdowns on foreign and domes- 
tic income. As of its last annual 
report, RKO had its amortization 


(Continued on page 21) 








One Prez to Another 


Meeting of the company 
presidents at the Motion Pic- 
ture Assn. of America on Mon- 
day (21) in New York, on the 
Franco-U. S. film treaty, be- 
came the occasion for an ih- 
formal salute to Loew’s, Inc., 
prexy Nicholas M. Schenck for 
his job in initiating top exec 
cuts within the Loew and 
Metro organizations. 

Pic company chiefs took time 
out to signalize the event as an 
industry plus and a possible 
trailblazer for other companies 
to cut some of those astrono- 
mic salaries as one means of 
getting film costs down “to the 
degree where it insures the 
economic stability of the in- 
dustry.” 


$42,000.00 


0 BIZ 











Distribs Agree to Yield to Exhibs 
On Some Points in Arbitration Talks 





Marvin Schenck Sets 
12 ‘Movietime’ Tours 
Hollywood, July 22. 

Total of 12 “Movietime U.S.A.” 
tours before the end of the year 
have been lined up by Marvin 
Schenck, Hollywood Movietime” 
chairman, in cooperation with the 
Screen Actors Guild. About 60 
players will take part. 

First three tours will be: Aug 17, 
Denver; Sept. 7, Indianapolis, and 
Sept. 21, Boston. 


Arbitration Plan 


Key to Preventing 
More Exhib Suits 


Key exhibs who have participated 
in the exhib-distrib efforts to form- 
ulate an industry arbitration sys- 
tem again this week warned that 
failure to develop a plan pronto 
will result in a greater wave of 
antitrust suits against the film 
companies than ever before. 

The belief is that many theatre- 
mer who now have grievances 
against the distribs are holding off 
on legal action in the hope that 
they might obtain relief via arbi- 
tration. Obviously, it’s said, if the 
trade fails to make arbitration 
available the exhibs with beefs will 
have no alternative other than a 
trek to the local courthouse. 

Meanwhile, the exhib and dis- 
trib negotiating teams now are 
awaiting word from film company 
presidents on their willingness to 
sit in with the theatremen in last- 
ditch talks in establishing a sys- 
tem. Reps of Theatre Owners of 
America and Allied States Assn. 
are demanding that the negotia- 
tions in future be brought up to 
the chief-exec level since little 
progress was made in past discus- 
sions with sales managers and 
company lawyers. At the last ses- 
sion the two sides were deadlocked 
over the various facets of competi- 
tive bidding as arbitrable subjects. 

Decision on the meeting with film 
prexies likely will be made when 
Barney Balaban, Paramount’s prez, 
returns to the states. He has been 
in Europe the past month and is 
expected back in N. Y. this coming 
weekend. 


Small Exhibs Get 
Sluffoff, D. C. Prober 
Finds in Cal. Inquiry 


Hollywood, July 22. 

Complaints that producers and 
exhibitors show ‘an utter disre- 
gard for the existence of the 
smaller exhibitor’ were disclosed 
by William D. Amis, investigator 
for the Senate Small Business 
Committee, currently probing 








trade practices in the film busi-! 


ness at the request of the South- 
ern California Theatre Owners 
Assn. 

SCTOA wants the Government 
to establish uniform zoning and 
clearance rules in order to ease 
exhibitors’ difficulties brought on 
by the consent decrees. It depends 
on Amis’ report and recommenda- 
tions whether the Senate Com- 
mittee will give the investigation 
a public hearing. 


deGraw Quits Schine 
To Enter Ozoner Biz 


Harold deGraw, district manager 
of Schine Theatres in Maryland 
and Delaware, has resigned from 
the chain to enter the drive-in busi- 
ness on his own. 

DeGraw, operating as Peninsula 
Amus., is currently building an 
ozoner between Cambridge and 
Easton, Md., to be known as the 
Super 50. It will open early in 
August. 





+ Film 


companies this week ap- 
peared ready to give in at least 
partially to some exhib demands 
on which subjects may be covered 
in the projected industry arbitra- 
tion system. Distribs have agreed 
to yield on a few points as a last- 
resort gesture aiming to avoid the 
threatened entire collapse of, the 
arbitration idea. 

Following a meeting in New 
York Monday (21) with distrib 
execs and company lawyers, Motion 
Picture Assn. of America prez Eric 
A. Johnston said that he was con- 
fident a mutually agreeable arbi- 
tration plan can be formulated. 
Johnston did not say whether or 
not company presidents will sit in 
on future discussions with the 
exhibs, as the latter have also 
demanded. 

In any event, it was decided at 
the Monday conclave to undertake 
to arrange further huddles with 
the TOA and Allied reps at the 
earliest possible time. Since the 
exhibs are persisting in their de- 
mand for the arbitration of the 
various facets of competitive bid- 
“s, it’s on this issue which the 
distribs expectedly will make some 
concessions. 

Earlier, the two sides reached 
general agreement only on the non- 
controversial subjects of runs, 
clearances and availabilities as 
arbitrable items. The subject of 
bidding, however, led to a stale- 
mate which, in turn, led to the 
breakdown of negotiations. Exhibs 
at this point made it clear that the 
overall projected system likely 
would be scuttled unless the dis- 
tribs showed willingness to bend 
from their position on bids. Exhibs 
additionally asked that film com- 
pany chief execs enter the negotia- 
tions since there was an absence 
of progress in huddles with the 
sales managers and counsel. 


Bevhills Exhib Agrees 
To Play Controversial 


Hecht Picture, Suit Off 


Hollywood, July 22. 

Agreement to play Ben Hecht’'s 
“Actors and Sin” as originally con- 
tracted for, beginning Friday (25), 
ended lega! action brought by 
United Artists, distributor of the 
film, and producer Sid Kuller 
against the Beverly Canon Thea- 
tre. Legal details of the settlement 
are still being worked out, but 
the pic will open although the the- 
atre management says it is abiding 
by the pact “reluctantly.” 

In a letter to UA and Kuller, 
who had asked either that the 





| theatre be forced to book the film 


or pay $250,000 in damages, Horace 
Boos, Jr., of ABC Theatres, which 
operates the Beverly Canon, said 
his outfit had been advised by 
counsel that it had no legal ground 
on which to base a defense. 
Therefore, he noted, it would 
live up to the contract “but with 
reluctance, inasmuch as we believe 
the picture is detrimental to the 
best interests of the motion _pic- 
ture industry.” House had booked 
the film sight unseen for a guaran- 
tee of $2,500 weekly on the basis 
(Continued on page 16) 


RKO THEATRES NAMES 
GRAINGER BUYING HEAD 


E. C. Grainger, former president 
of Shea Theatres, has been named 
head of RKO Theatres’ film buy- 
ing and booking department, it was 
announced in New York yesterday 
(Tues.) by William Howard, RKO 
v.p. Over the vast weekend How- 
ard, who had been the chain’s as- 
sistant general manager, was 
upped to head theatre operations, 
reporting directly to prexy Sol A. 
Schwartz. 

In another change, Harry Man- 
del, RKO’'s ad director, has taken 
on the additional post of assistant 
to Howard. His and Grainger’s as- 

















signments become effective Aug. 4. 
| Status of Matty Polon and Robert 
| Sherman, circuit execs, remains 
unchanged. 

























i 





x 


pes 3° 


RIO Bs ia aed UNAS Nit Onna eeeee wee —o0- 











VARIETY Wedhesday, July 23, 195 
6 FILM REVIEWS ) : 1952 
, acceptable feature | cise in mirroring th 
You For Me measures up as acceptable feature | © mood a 
Breamboat what, but it'll take sock selling and| gnytertaining screwball comedy — for the general action sit- | temper of the story. In the first 
exploitation to bring in better than ° 


Clifton Webb, Ginger Rogers 
in lightweight, fairly amusing 

on video’s use of old 
movies. 


verage grosses. 

. Slow tn getting underway, 
“Fear” picks up momentum as 
| soon as the suspense essentials are 
‘introduced. It succeeds then in be- 
ing frequently tense and exciting. 
_ Pro The tenseness, however, is some- 
oe Ban aig pransir Jeirey thentors what diluted by overlong a 
jo tl “Elsa Lanchester, Fred Clark, | scenes as Miss Crawford un er. 
P2ul Harvey, Ray Collins, Helene Stanley, | oges various emotional crises. 
momar’ Caer e ant tebe’ a story by Careful cutting of the 110-minute 
pier, s “Weaver; camera, Milton Krasner: footage and speeding up the — 
editor, James B. Clark; music, Com (toward the eventual denouemen 
Mockridge: TV pon yg i july 11, might help in relieving the uneasi- 

oe weneing time, 83 MINS. ‘ ness that replaces the tenseness. 
Thornton Sayre «..-----: Clifton Wrers| This time Miss Crawford is pre- 
» cee PU + aa Francis; sented as a playwright-heiress. 
Sill’ Ainsice Jeffrey Hunter Eminently successful at her craft, 
Dr. Coffey ..... Elsa Lanchester she falls in love and marries an 
- ronitheenten Paul Harvey | actor whom she had considered un- 
Timothy Stone Ray Collins suited for the lead in her play. 
Mimi “ Helene Stanley | The union is idyllic until she dis- 
cotue Seake eS a eowre covers accidentally, via a dictating 
machine, that her husband had 
only married her for her money 
and with the aid of an old _ flame 
was planning her murder. Her ef- 


what should aid the pic some- 
j 
J 
| 


Hollywood, July 21. 
20th-Fox release of Sol Cc. Siegel pro- 





, i George Barrows 
a ; eeoetbeceoode Jay Adler 
CaP RR). < |). sb bwheeenss Marietta Canty 
Mrs. Gunther ‘ane e Rae Laura Brooks 
Used Car Salesman.....-Emory Parnell | 
Mrs. Faust weade gue Helen Hatch 
Macintosh ‘wake .Harry C — 
Gea Geren a ; weal Maxey | plot for revenge, conceived with 
Giant Arab. fe *** Sandor Szabo | the skill of a playwright maneuver- 


Court Clerk Leo Clary ing actors on a stage, provide the 









é Bn? Turnbull 
Seen pe € "Haten Brown | suspense elements. : 
renlt eo taennge ° Al Herman Miss Crawford scores in the ty pe 
Hotel Clerk ......-. sewers Mahe. of role with which she has long 
+ eg Ag antl sey Hae . been identified. Jack Palance 


Matt Mattox, Frank Radcliffe 
Girl in Commercial Gwen Verdon 
V Commercial, ie ; 
pd ” Bob Easton, Marjorie Halliday 


nlavs the slick heavy glibly, but 
fails to impress. Gloria Grahame. 
os Palance’s old flame, turns in a 
hord-hitting performance. wiry 
Television takes a lampooning in Bennett, Virginia Huston an 
“Dreamboat,” a fairly amusing 
spoof on the competitive medium 
and its use of old pix and uninhib- 
ited commercials. Star names 0.- 
fer something for both the old and 
the young, Clifton Webb and Gin- 
ger Rogers teaming for the for- 
mer and Anne Francis -— samt 
Hunter for the latter. Fair results | “hares vv ially the location foot- 
should be obtained in the regular re ee sires, 
arket. ; 

7 Claude Binyon scripted and di- Holl. 
rected for Sol C. Siegel’s produc- ——_— 
tion, basing the feature on a story 
by John D. Weaver. Plot’s amus- 
ing theme deals with Webb, a staid 
English literature prof, whose past 


arv roles. 
The Lenore Coffee-Robert Smith 
screenplay, based on Edna Sher- 
rv’s story, is somewhat overwrit- 
ten. David Miller's direction, al- 


the whole, sharp. The lensing of 
Charles Lang, Jr., is on the plus 


Untamed Frontier 
(COLOR) 


as a. dashing silent-day eS pete ee a a 
is exposed by a series of 0} ms , ) 
a TV. and his efforts to halt their ma color, te help in action 


use. He and his daughter, Miss 
Francis, go to New York to ficht 
the case, thus setting loose a train 
of events that, in the main, are 
good for light chuckles with sev- 
eral laughs thrown in. 

Despite the resistance and tricks 
pulled by Miss Rogers, as Webb's 
old film costar now having a come- 
back plugging perfume on _ the 
si‘ent movie telecasts, and Fred 
Clark, the agents who grabbed up 
the old films, the prof gets his case 


Hollywood, July 18. _ 
Universal release of Leonard Goldstein 
production. Stars Joseph Cotten, Shelley 
Winters. Scott Brady: features Suzan 
Boll, Minor Watson, Katherine Emery. 
Directed by Hugo Fregonese. Screenplay, 
Cerald Drayson Adams, John and Gwen 
Pagni; added dialog, Polly James; story, 
HNouston Branch, Eugenia Night; camera 
(Technicolor), Charles P. Boyle: editor, 
Virgil Vogel; music, Hans J. Salter. Pre- 
| viewed July 15, °52. Running time, 75 
MINS. 
Kirk Denbow ........... 
Jane Stevens 


Joseph Cotten 
op Whe et08 Shelley Winters 


into court, takes over his own orene Denbow ....+..+++. gp ng | 
: : EE RET OR Oe Suza 

prosecution and scores his point | yjatt Denbow .. 00... Minor Watson 
whem he proves the pictures are Crmilla Denbow ....... Katherine Emery | 
being distorted to exploit the per- Mandera -...-....seeeee: Jose Torvay 

8 : . . Thies Clayton Vance ........+. Douglas Spencer 
fumes without his consent. This is, wax Wickersham ....... John Alexander 
a funny sequence that draws Dave Chittun. ......... Lee Van Cleef 


amusement from the assorted types 
of flamboyant commericals used to 
highlight Webb's charge of privacy 
invasion. 

Webb is excellent as the prof 
who finally is bitten again by the 
acting bug before the picture is 
over. His silent-day sequences 
with Miss Rogers are good satire on 
the oldie techniques, and the ac- 
tress proves a most able partner 
in them, as well as getting over in 
the modern portions. Miss Francis 
and Hunter, the latter an agency 
employee, are up to the light de- 


Evra McCloud 
Clem McCloud ..cscegesees 
Sheriff Brogan 


Fess Parker 
on sébas aes Ray Bennett 


A well-worn western plot path is 
trod by “Untamed Frontier” and, 
despite its pretentions, it never 
achieves anything out of the ordi- 
nary in the way of action entertain- 
ment. The plot is hackneyed, the 


generous use of Technicolor and 
outdoor scenery, plus some names 
that will look good, on the mar- 


mands. Elsa Lanchester brightens cuees, will mean much to _ its 
some footage as the university Chances. ” 
president who makes amorous Joseph Cotten, Shelley Winters 


passes at Webb when his past be- 
comes known. Clark, Paul Harvey, 
Richard Garrick, the judge: Ray 
Collins and Jay Adler are among 
the others helping. 


and Scott Brady make up the star 
trio involved in a western plot that 


settlers cross his* land to get to 
free government acreage, which he 


The comedy gets first-rate as- iS_using to graze his vast herds. 
sists from the technical credits to Minor Watson is the crippled | 
go with the generally okay direc- baron, Cotten his sober - sides 


torial pacing and production, 
Brog. 


nephew and Brady his nogood son. 

| Miss Winters figures as a waitress 
| who witnesses a killing by Brady 
and then is tricked into marrying 
him so she cannot testify against 
him. 

Story development takes on some 
erratic tangents and leaves some 
confusing plot holes as it marches 
along a 75-minute course that has 
Miss Winters scorning Brady when 
she learns the truth about the 
marriage, falling in love with Cot- 
ten and, through plot convenience, 
being free to marry the latter when 
Brady is killed rustling his dad’s 
cattle and the baron is shot down 
by the determined homesteaders. 

Players do nothing to help make 
the story-telling credible, but both 
they and Hugo Fregonese’s direc- 
tion are handicapped by script and 

——- dialog. Suzan Ball makes an inaus- 

“Sudden Fear’ is a suspense picious debut as a dancehall gal. 
drama tailored for Joan Crawford. , Katherine Emery, Jose Torvay, 
It allows the actress to experience Douglas Spencer and Lee Van 
a familiar gamut of emotions, en- Cleef are among others spotted 
compassing ecstatic love, fear, more prominently in the cast. 
hate and revenge. It is essentially Charles P. Boyle’s color lensing 
a routine chiller, replete with, is a standout feature of the Leon- 
more or less clever gimmicks, but! ard Goldstein production, putting 
mounted handsomely to take ad- the action and outdoor seones 
vantage of the star’s b.o. value. sharply onto film. The music «ore 
Marquee lure of Miss Crawford's, features several Latin airs. Brog. 





Sudden Fear 


Joan Crawford in a _ neatly 
mounted suspense melodrama; 
fair b.o. 


RKO release of Joseph Kaufman pro- 
duction. Stars Joan Crawford; features 
Jack Palance, Gloria Grahame, Bruce 
Bennett, Virginia Huston, Touch Connors. 
Directed by David Milier. Screenplay, 
Lenore Coffee and Robert Smith, based 
upon Edna Sherry’s story; camera, Charies 
Lang. Jr.; editor, Leon Barsha; score. 
Elmer Berstein. Previewed in N. Y., July 
21, ‘52. Running time, 110 MINS. 

Myra Hudson ‘ Joan Crawford 
Lester Blaine Jack Palance 
. ff are Gloria Grahame 
Steve Kearney Bruce Benneit 
rr ces 04 d505 cane Virginia Huston 
Junior Touch Connors 


forts to forestall this plan and her | 


Touch Conners are okay in second- | 


though occasionally lagging, is, on | 


Charlie Fentress ....... Richard Garland | 
eeseeees Robert Anderson | 


playing unconvincing and the di- | 
rection stereotyped. However, the | 


has a cattle baron refusing to let | 


to brighten dual bills. 


ini’s “Captain Blood Returns and 
d, July 18. | tints 

Metro stir a toe Serene pro-|uses more words ee it should 
duction. Stars Peter Lawford, Jane Greer, | have in telling how Blood, > yapee- 
Gig Young; features Paula Corday, How- ful retirement in the West Indies, 
ard Wendell, Otto Hulett, Barbara Brown, | . falsely accused of piracy and 

Barbara Ruick, Kathryn Card. Directed |1S falsely Be. i 
by Don Weis. Story and screenplay, Wil- | has to take to the high seas to clear 
| liam Roberts; camera, Paul C. Vogel; edi- ‘his name again. He’s freed by his 











‘52. Ransing time. 76 MINS. v5 by ‘old pirate gang and fiancee, Pa- 
| Team? BROWN ;..,.2+000 00s Peter Lawford tricia Medina, steals a ship from 
| Katie McDermad .......-.-- Jane Greer | John Sutton, the real highbinder, 
| Dr. Jeff Chadwick......+--: Gig Young | and sets out to find the pirate who 
Oliver aiores airy “ey Hioward Wendell | has been using his name for bloody 
Hugo McDermad .......- . Otte Hulett | raids on coastal towns. 


Edna McDermad ........ Barbara Brown) after various ruses and disguises, 


ne ..Barbara Ruick ‘- § 
| ese Weteet ES ck, pan. % Kathryn Card| he spots the culprit, learns of a 
| Rollie GOOD ec cccccces Tommy Farrell| raid to be made on Puerto Bello, 


Page. = babe Hele aman | convinces the Spanish he is a mili- 
ora AMS ..ssaeverer ‘ 


Girl in Club Car......».% Elaine Stewart | tary attache, sinks his ship in the 
Nurse . : 


| arrive. 


é . dy. “You For Me” is de-|dooms_ them. Sutton seeks to 
a pr ns many a dual bill | escape but Blood has it out with 
in its release role as a companion | him in a duel. He then frees Miss 
\feature. A slick script, smart di- | Medina, imprisoned for her part 
‘rection and nifty trouping make|in his escape, they marry and set- 
it easily acceptable as light enter-| tle down to a peacefub life again. 
'tainment, with the names of Peter; Action highlight is the cannon- 
‘Lawford, Jane Greer and Gig) ade between the pirate ship and 
Young for the marquees. fort—a first-rate job of miniatures 

A playboy gets a load of bird-| 2nd special effects. Elsewhere the 
ishot in the seat of his hunting |@¢tion comes in spots, with toe 
| pants to set off the plot’s posterior _—— — nate ae . 
motive that winds its way through | ¢ pe liar — ste ea Miae Men 
a chain of laughable incidents. Don ce sper nag 4 ae heyy BB 
Weis’s direction misses no bets in | ©!4 "S tion: Trea _ ial bom 
putting the William Roberts script | Novell me aM e¢ a + y 
on film. | Novello and 1 nextes fatane gure 

Lawford is the butt of the jokes |¢xcellently in the _skullduggery. 
as the playboy who gets it in the | > jorful irate f send at Wareert’ 
end, is taken to the hospital he yea yp a a _Of Hayward s, 
|supports with a yearly donation, | *)) ay a a among 
is angried over the lack of sym- Mala Gati met vag; 
pathy for his wounds, withdraws | . alu cod tari 4 nt ettecti -e 
his support and has Mise Grose. songs are us riefly bu Vv 
an outspoken nurse, fired. Young, . ; 7 - “yr 
a guia. attempts to patch things — a. She a a ps 
up by having her make a play for ren a brig eae ‘ oaag ve 
Lawford so she can get her job — is anot Md ooker = 
back and the hospital can get its| >riefly. Among other casters fill- 


dough | ing short footage are Rex Evans, 
Romantic complications keep pea el oo ag em 

things moving when it turns out Giglio 

Miss Greer likes Lawford but loves . 


the doc, despite the latter's single- masta doe Mote. a a be 
minded attention to career. Amus- * @ trenteet stenilard i we 
ingly abetting Lawford § courtship costumers. Satisfactory lensing was 
is her wacky family en oa yg he | contributed by Charles Lawton. Jr 
|he decides she’s not for him, turns | ° Pe eee Pg +a 
her over to Young and is off on. = the other technical — are 
another romantic chase which, with | °*@- Tog. 
ithe aid of some knitting needles 
strategically placed, punctures Law- 
jferd, the risibilities and winds up 
ithe farce. 

A lot of Roberts’ dialog is lost | 
in laughs, but what can be heard 
\is smart with an uncommon amount 
vf ribald, but unoffensive wit, | 
mixed throughout. In fact, despite | 
the elemental comedy springboard, OS 
the yarn is handled to give offense | quction Stars Michacl “Rowe Date 
ito no one. As the nurse, Miss Greer | Paget, Robert Newton, Edmund Gwenn: 
proves she has been devoting too features Sylvia Sidney, Cameron Mitchell, 
much time to heavy drama and can | 
show to advantage in comedy. Law- 
ford and Young both hold up their 
ends of the fun. 


Les Miserables 


Excellent remake of Victor 
Hugo’s somber classic; b.o. 
opportunities if sold on that 


basis, not as pop entertain- 
ment, 


Joseph Wiseman, Rhys Williams, Florence 
| Bates. Directed by Lewis Milestone. 
Screenplay, Richard Murphy; 
novel by Victor Hugo: camera, Joseph 
La Shelle; editor, Hugh Fowler: music, 


fully represented by Paula Corday | "ing time, 105 MINS. 


uay is ; , 
. r -tyv o WO VOOM. 06s cccccees Michael Rennie 
pe dh. sort of Zsa Zsa type of foreign CO Bree eee Debra Paget 
charmer with a nose for eae a LEE RINGER peters Robert Newton 
Otto Hulett, Barbara Brown, Bar-| Bishop 22.222020222722520. Edmund Gwenn 
, bara Ruick and Paul Smith, as Miss | Big 8e8e ese esse ces PIER nag oes | 
|Greer’s family; Howard Wendell, | Madame Magloire... |... Elsa Lanchester 
| Kathryn Card, Tommy Farrell and/ Robert ........ James Robertson Justice 
others. Contes benés cou svgcenas ee ~ pa 
| ’ ‘ PR + 8-s'< mean teeas ade s Williams 
| Henry Berman's production su-| Madame Bonnet ........”. Florence Bates 
pervision is budgetwise without | Geely ASS ocdaee vik s sapeel Merry Anders 
neglecting any necessary ee OMMOT 0 wwe cvccccccccescees ohn Rogers 
} “int Son Laan 1 OE <BR 60 ccc gesdébesess les Keane 
‘ment backing. Paul C. Vogel's lens- | Sosne john Dierkes 
ing is good and the editing by | Cochapailte wpcetneese tens rome Castello 
, 4 j j | Madame Courbet......... Norma Varden 
Newell P. Kimlin crisp. Brog. LR erpeee William Cottreli 
e a | Valjean’s Maid ........ Queenie Leonard 
¢ aptain Pirate IED. 55 a0 an Help 04 dane o4 Bobby Hyatt 





(COLOR) oR RAR Ferre. Sanders Clark 


1 Cessete, Abs. ¥...<%. 0006.0. Patsy Weil 

encacincsnis | BUA. 6609566400600 60 600400 Jean a 

. | PEE. sk cacncvendesuad Sean McClory 

Costumed swashbuckler repris- Mother Superior .......... June Hillman 


ing further adventures of Cap- Vero 


f .. > James Craven 
tain Blood on the Spanish | Mentou, Sr. 


yr Lester Matthews 





- . | Mentou’s Grandson......... Jimmie Moss 
Main; for general action situa- Presiding Judge NWvktesWs vais lan Wolfe 
tions. cit os: 4nd toe Kent 4484 Alfred Linder 





| 
| 20th-Fox has done an excellent 
job of remaking Victor Hugo’s 
| somber classic. It was first lensed 
| by the Fox Film Co. in 1919, again 
by Universal in 1827, United Art- 
ists had a release out in 1935 and 
dyth Lucas: based upon “Captain Blood | there was a French production in 
| Returns” by Rafael Sabatini; camera | 1936. All 
echnicolor), Charles Lawton, Jr.: edi- 

, tor, Gene Havlick; music score, 


Duning. Previ d July 17, ’52 aie 
a viewe uly » "82. i 

‘time, 85 MINS. ‘ ‘epi 
Peter Blood . 
Dona Isabela 
Hilary Evans 
Angus MeVickers 
Tomas Valesquez 
Governor Carlyle 


Hollywood, July 22. 
| Columbia release of Harry Joe Brown 
| production. Stars Louis Hayward; features 
Patricia Medina, John Sutton, with 
Charles Irwin, Ted de Corsia, Rex Evans, 
Malu Gatica, George Givet, Robert Mc- 
| Neely. Directed by Ralph Murphy. Screen- 
| Play, Robert Liboit, Frank Burt, Mere- 


durability-of the novel as a film 
subject and indicates there are 
boxoffice opportunities still around 
for a remake when done as well as 
this version. 

Presentation of the melodrama is 
done in three principal episodes, 


Louis Hayward 
6 beouees Patricia Medina 
John Sutton 
TrITiTTk Charles Irwin 
Cceeceses George Givot 
Rex Evans 


Easterling ies “S54 Ted de Corsia and there is a compromise for a 
AMARGR v2... eee ccccsses Malu Gatica happy j } ic in- | 
ee * ieee Mae Ree ppy ending when the picture fin- | 


Manuelito 

Madame Duval .. 
Colonel Ramsey ... 
Don Ramon 


ishes in Paris with Jean Valjean 


Robert McNeely . ; 
still alive and his relentless pur- 


: Nina Koshetz 
-. Lester Matthews 
Sandro Giglio 





Viceroy lan Wolfe ing the man he had so long chased. 
Egyptian 5 Jay Novello Only Michael Rennie, as Valjean, 
oulevain aurice Marsac ; “rt New ; Javer -ar- 
See ett Genevieve Awusac and Robert Newton, as Javert, car 


General Chavez 
Lieutenant 


ry through all the episodes. Break- 
ing of the film into story parts 


Mario Siletti 
Robert Bice 


This is a conventionally con- to 
trived swashbuckler dealing with 
,additional adventures of Captain 
Blood, the doctor who was forced 
to take up the priate’s cutlass and 
sai! the Span’sh Main. Prettily 
garbed in Teclinico!or, and with 


what, otherwise. would have 
been a long, laborious film of 
travail on a theme of justice vs. 
law. 

The Fred Kohlmar production is 
artistically dressed and_ photo- 
graphed, and Lewis Milestone’s di- 


, Louis Hayward in the title role, it, rection often penetrating and con- | 


Script was based on Rafael Saba- | 


teeees Perry Sheehan | harbor and waits for the heavies to | 
Their ship founders on the | 
An engaging 70 minutes of screw-| sunken hulk and Blood’s cannon | 


ly for a music interlude in Hay- | 


»|the bishop’s 


Isa Lanchester, James Robertson Justice, | 


based on | 


Supporting players are delight-| Alex North. Previewed July 18, '52. Run- | 


of this suggests the} 


suer, Javert, a suicide after free- | 


helps to serve as a pace-quickener | 


or when Valjean is se 
years aS a galley slave 

stealing a loaf of bread, Milestone 
permits the players and scenes {, 
ery out flamboyantly agains such 
injustice and the stark miseries of 
a prison ship existence. He han- 
dles the performances in a quieter 
more effective, vein in the subse. 
quent episodes. n+ 

The film actually gets 80ing when 
Valjean, released under parole 
drops the role of convicted thief 
and becomes a successf,] pottery 
owner after getting his first |, sson 
in humanity from a kin¢ 





lly bishop, 


beautifully played bh, Edmond 
|Gwenn. It is during this time that 
| he aids Sylvia Sidney, a poor. d.- 
|iIng woman, and takes in her dauoi. 
ter, Debra Paget, even rises to be. 
|come_ mayor of the village Thi. 
success and position are tossed 
| away when he refuses to allow a 
| Sibbering halfwit to be falsely ac. 
|eused of being Valjean. 

| _An interlude in a convent out. 
| Side of Paris, where Valjean acts 
| as gardner while Miss Paget grows 
jinto young womanhood, follows 
Again events catch up with them 
and they move onto Paris and Va|. 





| jean is exposed to Javert when he 
goes to revolutionary headquarters 
to right an injustice he has done 
| Cameron Mitchell, beloved of Mix< 
| Paget. Film moves on to a fast 
conclusion when Mitche|]] jc 
{wounded and Valjean carries him 
through the Paris sewers to escape 
| the still-pursuing Javert. The lat- 
j ter, who cannot compromise with 
| his duty as he sees it, still unbends 
| enough to let Valjean go free, 
|}and then commits suicide in the 
| Seine because he has violated his 
own principles of right and wrong. 
| -Seripter Richard Murphy tackled 
|a man-sized job in adapting the 
| drab Hugo novel to the screen and 
| has come up with plenty of meaiy 
|melodramatics. Rennie does excep- 
| tionally well with his role. partic- 
| ularly after the convict ship epi- 
|sode. The same can be said for 
| Newton. Miss Paget supplies the 
| single touch of romance and beauty 
|to the. plot excellently, and 
| Mitchell shows well opposite her. 
| Miss Sidney; Elsa Lanchester, as 
housekeeper; 
| Robertson Justice, very good is 
| Valjean’s friend; Rhys Williams 
and Florence Bates are among the 
others in the lengthy cast who con- 
| tribute capably. Unfortunately, 
| Joseph Wiseman, as a convict, is 
| still playing the hophead hood of 
| “Detective Story.” 
| .Joseph La Shelle has given the 
picture outstanding photography. 
The lowkey lensing is particular!y 
| apt to the mood of the melodrama 
|and with definite artistic values 
| Alex North did the fine music 
| score, and the settings and art di- 
rection mirror the period of the 
| Hugo tale. Brog. 


James 


| Gift Horse 
(BRITISH) 


Dramatic sea-story about ships 
and raids; good b.o. 


London, July 16. 

Independert Film Distributors (in assn 
with British Lion) release of \iolton 
Films production. Stars Trevor Howerd, 
Richard Attenborough, Sonny Tufts, 
James Donald, Joan Rice. Directed by 
Compton Bennett; screenplay, Bill Fair- 
child, Hugh Hastings and William Kose, 
from original story by Ivan Goff and Ben 
Roberts: camera, Henry Waxman: editor, 
| Alan Osbiston; music, Clifton Parker. At 
| Empire, London, Running time, 100 MINS. 
Lt. Commander Fraser.. Trevor Howard 
Seaman Daniels...Richard Attenborough 





| Seaman Flanagan...........- Sonny Tufts 
| lst Lt. Jemmings.. 6... cccccced James Donald 
| Officer Mallory.........+..- Joan Rice 
| Seaman Wood.............- Bernard Lee 
| Lt. Michael Grant......... Robin Bailey 

Stal +o 4:4 meso 5.0460 0460000004 Dora Bryan 
| Officer Martin..........-. Patric Doonan 

SG SSE coc cob dNd ase ip? Hugh Williams 
| reve ts + aspedeaeess Meredith Edwards 

Meh ba 4s 0 ecedtiete tess Anthony _ Oliver 
SUE, ca cs sisacteaeeqgens John Forrest 
| Surg. Lt. MacDonald..... Harold Siddons 


Despite its wartime setting, this 
\isn’t primarily a war picture. Pre- 
| dominantly, it’s the story of a ship 
|and the men who served in her 
_and the main action sequence !s Te 
served as a fitting climax to the 
\story and -the ship itself. Its 
strong, dramatic entertainment 
with a firstrate Anglo-American 
cast, and a worthy boxoffice con 
tender on both sides the Atlantic. 

Hero of the story is undoubtedly 
the old tub itself, one of 50 loaned 
by America to Britain in her cark- 
est hour. The ships had all been 
put back into service from the - 
tired list, to help in the per! ou! 
‘battle of the Atlantic. The skipper 
and crew quickly renamed their 
vessel “The Gift Horse’ ‘which !s 


not to be looked in the mout! P 
is old, slow and wogn out, but h he 
'men get attached to it and r = 
‘their attachment through vero" 
wartime hazards. way te 
| The captain (Trevor Howare’ © 


a stern disciplinarian who ““° 
court-martialled some eight i is 
previously after being involy'* his 
a collision and is now making ° 

comeback. At first, his office’ 
men resent him, but al! ra‘ 


(Continued on page 18! 
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Simmons-Granger Win Exoneration 
On Tax Raps in Victory Over Hughes 


Hollywood, July 22. + 


Howard Hughes lost cash and a | 


star last week in an out-ef-court 
settlement of the lengthy legal ac- 
tion launched by Jean Simmons to 
win her complete freedom from | 
RKO. Settlement was signed at} 
6:30 a.m. to climax a three-ring- 
circus atmosphere and was fol- 
lowed by a Hughes publicity bar- 
rage “interpreting” terms of the 
settlement. 

Initial point reported by Hughes | 
was that Miss Simmons would make 
“Taxi” for 20th-Fox in return for 
which 20th would loan Victor Ma- 
ture to RKO without charge and 
would, in addition, pay RKO a| 
cash remuneration. Actually, Miss 
Simmons will not make “Taxi.” 
Furthermore, 20th-Fox declared it 
never had any intention of lending 
Mature without charge, and the 
additional remuneration mentioned 
had been discussed only as an 
eventuality to be determined by 
any financial loss RKO might suf- 
fer in halting the currently shoot- 
ing “Break-Up” to permit Miss 
Simmons to start the 20th film. 

Hughes also contended that Miss 
Simmons agreed to finish “Break- 
Up” as the final picture under her 
J. Arthur Rank contract, which 
Hughes had purchased. Miss Sim- 
mons will finish “Break-Up’— 
but she retains the right to sue 
RKO for added compensation on 
the film. When she started produc- 

(Continued on page 20) 


Atlas Disposes 
Of 25,000 Shares 


Of UPT Common 


Atlas Corp. has disposed of its 
holdings of 25,000 shares of com- 
mon stock interest certificates in 
United Paramount Theatres, the 
investment trust outfit disclosed 
this week in its regular half-year 
report. In its previous report last 
December, the UPT stock had a 
market value of $490,625. 

Also owning 25,000 shares of 
Paramount Pictures common, Atlas 
had its choice of dropping either 
the Par or UPT shares. Alterna- 
tive was having 50% of the UPT 
divvies held in trust under terms 
of the Par consent decree in the 
industry antitrust suit. 

Atlas in the past six months also 
Sold 20,000 shares of Madison 
Square Garden Corp. common 
Stock which, at the end of last 
year, was worth $160,000 on the 
basis of market quotations. Invest- 
ment company’s portfolio now 
holds the 25,000 shares of Par com- 
mon, 76,508 shares of RKO Pic- 
tures common, 93,050 shares of 
Disney common and 750 shares of 
$5 preferred stock and 150 shares 
of common of Motion Picture Capi- 
tal Corp. Last named is the indie 
Production financing outfit headed 
by N. Peter Rathvon. 


KEN THOMSON IN N. Y. 
TO TALK N. Y. PACT 


Kenneth Thompson, exec. sec. | 
= the Sereen Actors Guild’s Hol- | 
ywood branch, arrived in New 


York Monday (21) and will take. 











Part in negotiations between SAG’s | eral MPIC groups. MPIC also voted 


fastern division and the Assn. of 
New York Film Producers. 
P Talks, which have been going on | 
or about a month, involve inking a. 
telnet covering theatrical and, 
“evision films. SAG is aiming for | 
an agreement based on the formula | 
established with the Coast's Alli-| 
‘nce of Television Producers. 





Pizor's turope O.O. 


William Pizor, v.p. of Lippert as a director to be utilized within | 
‘oductions, leaves on the S.S.|one year. 
ited States for a tour of Europe. |not produced in that time, he will | 


tS ‘sive ; 
’ sutvey foreign production. \ 


lto kill the 20% boxoffice tax. 





Small Slip 


Columbus, July 22. 

So much confusion surrounded | 
the expected test of newsreel cen- 
sorship at the Little Theatre here 
last Wednesday (16) night that in- 
stead of an uncensored newsreel, 
the house ran off Paramount's 
“Detective Story” without the state 
seal. Dr. Clyde Hissong, Ohio’s di- 
rector of censorship, and a field 
inspector were in the theatre at 
the time, but they paid no atten- 
tion to the slip. 

Last minute uncertainty as to 
whether the newsreel was to run} 
or not had the projectionist so un-| 
nerved he forgot to attach the cen- | 
sorship leader to “Detective 
Story,” although the pic had the 


Unprecedented 


Rap Vs. Ohio Tax 
On ‘Native Son’ 


Ohio's film censorship statute is 
not only unconstitutional because 
of the prior license requirement, 
but also because it imposes a tax 
on the right of publication, accord- 
ing to the argument, heretofore un- 
advanced in pic censorship cases, 
which will be set forth by attorney 
Ephraim London when he battles 
the nixing of the film, “Native 
Son,” before the state’s Supreme 
Court. London is the attorney 
whose victory in “The Miracle” 
case before the U. S. Supreme 
Court set a precedent for the elim- 
ination of censorship bodies. 

London’s contention will be that 
the fee charged by the Ohio cen- 
sorship division constitutes an un- 
lawful tax. He is expected to tell 
the court that if the fee charged 
merely covered the cost of admin- 
istration, it might not be consid- 
ered a tax. However, he will argue 
that the fee in Ohio is more than 
twice the amount necessary to 
cover the cost of administration. 

Ohio charges $3 a reel for cen- 
soring, the highest in the nation, 
and it’s estimated that the cost to 
the film industry for submitting 
films for censorship ranges from 
$250,000 to $300,000 annually. 

Meanwhile, London, representing 
Classic Pictures, distrib of ‘Native 
Son,” has been joined in the case 
by Ohio attorney Lyman Brown- 
field. Latter as local counsel will 
have the papers served on the 

(Continued on page 20) 


Freed to Succeed Broidy 


As President of MPIC 


Hollywood, July 22. 

Election of Arthur Freed as v.p. 
of the Motion Picture Industry 
Council means that he will eventu- 
ally become president of that 
group. Steve Broidy, current vee- 
pee, automatically succeeds Gun- 
ther Lessing as prexy next month, 
and Freed succeeds Broidy six 
months later. 

Official report that the Screen 
Writers Guild had turned down the 
proposed “Loyalty Board” automat- 
ically quashed that proposition. 
which had been advocated by sev- 











to support COMPO in its campaign 








Dick Powell As Director 
Hollywood, July 22. 

Dick Powell will become a di- | 
rector through the purchase of | 
RKO of “Breakaway,” a_ story | 
property owned by Powell and) 
Olympic Productions. 
Deal calls for Powell’s services | 


‘ ’ s | 
In case “Breakaway” is | 


| 


® expects to visit 14 countries | be assigned to direct another for | 42c. from 66c. 


RKO, ' 


EKH 














If effort and enthusiasm pay off, 
the film industry’s campaign to re- 
peal the 20% Federal admissions 
tax is a cinch to succeed. Council 
of Motion Picture Organizations 
officers related this week that ex- 
hibs in almost every instance have 
unhesitatingly pledged their per- 
sonal services in state committee 
work when asked to do so by the 
New York headquarters. 

In the tew cases where theatre- 
men begged off, the reasons were 
clearly valid, say the key COMPO- 
ites. This is in contrast to other 
previous all-industry endeavors 
where filmites, asked to lend a 
hand, ducked out because of “pres- 
sure of other business” or other 
familiar excuses. 

So far about 150 exhibs across 
the country have jumped aboard 
the anti-tax bandwagon. This was 
seen as especially impressive since 
COMPO got underway with the 
organizational work only this 
month. Numerous others will join 
the roster shortly, it’s expected, 
making for one of the greatest joint 
undertakings in recent film indus- 
try history. 

A committee is being formed in 
every state across the nation, and 
each will name its own chairman. 
Then begins the job of winning 
lawmakers’ sympathy for total 
elimination of the Federal levy. 

Meanwhile, Col. H. A. Cole, co- 
chairman with Pat McGee of the 
national COMPO tax committee, 
and others immediately concerned 
with the tax battle want to sock 
across the message that the trade 
stands a strong chance of achieving 
the objective if full effort toward 
that end is exerted. “The facts are 
an our side,” said Cole, meaning 
that any objective appraisal of the 
overall tax situation will show that 
the Federal bite on the b.o. is dis- 
criminatory and over-burdensome. 

One obstacle which the irade 
must hurdle, say some observers, 
is the line of thinking taken by 
tax experts in governmental posts. 


Aim at Equalizing 
Ad Rate Structure 


Film industry is making slow but 





steady progress in its campaign for 


the elimination of the rate differ- 
ential in newspaper advertising 
and for an improvement in edi- 
torial coverage. Although theatre 
pub-ad execs observe that the mil- 
lenium is still far off, general feel- 
ing is that publishers are becoming 
aware of the inequities that exist 
in the rate structure. Campaign is 
being waged on an individual basis, 
with exhibs attempting to make 
agreements with newspapers on a 
local level. 

Since no clearing house exists 
for the detailing of rate improve- 
ments, it is difficult to note the 
exact progress the industry has 
made. In addition, there is a 
reluctance on the part of pub- 
lishers to publicize rate cuts. Thea- 
tremen do not regard the rate 
slices as reductions, but as mak- 
ing available the retail rate. 

Despite the granting of the lo- 
cal retail rate in many cities, there 
is a growing alarm on the general 
increase in newspaper ad rates. 
For examp!e, in St. Louis the 


rate from 42c. to 46c. per line in 
August while the Post Dispatch 
will up its rate from 47c. to 52c. 
early in September. Even with the 


|inerease, these rates are consider- 


ably less than theatres were shell- 
ing out in 1950 for local newspaper 
advertising in St. Loo. In Nov., 
1950, the Globe Democrat made 
available to Downtown theatre the 
retail rate, which meant a reduc- 
tion from 62c, to 40c. Last year 
it was raised to 42c. The Post Dis- 
patch similarly instituted the lo- 
cal rate, involving a decrease to 
Last vear it was 
upped to 47c, 


FILMS STEAMROLL VS. 20% TAX 








Wrong Show 


Columbus, O., July 22. 

When plans to obtain a test 
of Ohio film censorship went 
askew at the Little Theatre 
here causing withdrawal of 
an announced uncensored 
newsreel, at least two patrons 
were disappointed. Apparently 
they had come to watch the 
arrest of L. J. Hofheimer, 
owner of the theatre. 

Following a _ disagreement 
between Dr. Clyde Hissong, 
director of the state’s censor- 
ship body, and industry reps 
on who was to receive the war- 
rant charging a violation, it 
was announced that the film 
would not be shown. Two 
members of the audience asked 
for and immediately received 
a refund. 


Local Censors 
Continue to Hit 


At ‘Miracle 


Despite the U. S. Supreme Court 
decision against the banning of 
“The Miracle,” film continues to 
be harassed by local censors in dif- 
ferent areas, with the state of 


Ohio and Chicago being the latest 
to nix the pic on varied grounds. 

Ohio Division of Film Censor- 
ship has rejected “The Ways of 
Love” trilogy, which contains the 
contraversial “The Miracle,” for 
showing in the state. Dr. Clyde 
Hissong, censor chief, said Mon- 
day (21) that he had sent a letter 
to Joseph Burstyn, owner of the 
Robert Rossellini-directed film, ex- 
plaining the ban. 

Hissong noted that on the basis 
of a unanimous decision of the 
members of the three-man advis- 
ory board, arrived at independent- 
ly, the film is not suitable for pub- 
lic exhibition. “A Day In the 
Country” and “The Miracle” were 
both listed as “harmful,” but there 
was no objection to “Jofroi,” the 
third pic in the trilogy. The two 
objectional parts of the trilogy, 
Hissong said “exploit moral con- 
duct, if not directly, certainly in- 
directly and by inference. He also 
said “The Miracle” is ‘‘based ini- 
tially upon revolting incidents.” 
Apparently no objection was made 
to the film on sacrilegious grounds, 


(Continued on page 15) 


Payoff Precedent In 


Bordonaros Buff Suit 


Buffalo, July 22. 

In an unprecedented move, 
Paramount Pictures, RKO Radio 
and Warner Bros. Circuit Manage- 
ment have paid into the Federal 
Court here the sum of $22,619.58 
to prevent the accumulation of ad- 
ditional interest pending appeal by 
Bordonaro Bros. Theatre, of Olean, 
of its recent antitrust verdict 
against the distributors. The sum 
represents the amount of $7,500 
awarded the plaintiff by a jury 
in Federal Court here, trebled and 
plus interest from June 2. 














Lous ¢t | Bordonaros have appealed to the 
Globe Democrat will raise its line | 


U. S. Court of Appeals at New 
York on the ground that the ver- 
dict is insufficient. 








Akst Settles Jolson Suit 
Los Angeles, July 22. 
Harry Akst, former accompanist 
|of Al Jolson, settled his $51,800 
|back salary claim against the 
comedian’s estate for $5,000. Claim 
represented sums due under an al- 
leged $500-a-week contract for 
services in film, radio and stage 
appearances. 
Probate Judge Newman Condee 
approved the settlement at the re- 
| quest of executors of the estate. 


| 


AITORS’ ANN Toledo Hearing Aug. 8 to Provide Test 
GROWS STRON IER Of Ohio's Right to Censor Newsreels 


Toledo, July 22. 

After considerable confusion in- 
volving procedure, the groundwork 
was set here for the film industry's 
test of the right of the state of 
Ohio to censor newsreels, and pos- 
sibly all films, with a Toledo exhib 
set to appear in Municipal Court 
on Aug. 8 for a hearing on the 
charge of showing an uncensored 
newsreel, Exhib, Martin G. Smith, 
co-owner of Smith & Beidler The- 
atres, was arrested last Friday 
(18) when an uncensored reel, dis- 
tribbed in Toledo by 20th+Fox, was 
exhibited at the Westwood The- 
atre. 

Attorneys for Smith asked for a 
30-day continuance at the arraign- 
ment in order to have time to pre- 
pare briefs, but Judge Frank W. 
Wiley, expressing interest in the 
case, set the hearing date at a time 
when he would be up on the bench. 
The jurist has already requested 
and received the U. S. Supreme 
Court decisions on “The Miracle” 
and “Pinky” cases, actions on which 
the Motion Picture Assn. of Amer- 
ica is basing its fight to strike down 
film censorship in Ohio. 

Test in Ohio, originally arranged 
as a “friendly” deal between the 
MPAA and Dr. Clyde Hissong, 
chief of the state’s film censorship 
body, turned into somewhat of a 
hassle on who was to be named in 
the affidavit charging censorship 
violation. The suit was originally 
planned to be filed in Columbus 
against Lee J. Hofheimer, operator 
of the Little Theatre, and Warner 
Bros., which was to provide an un- 
censored newsreel. Manning (Tim) 

lagett, of MPAA, and Robert 

ile, exec secretary of the Inde- 
pendent Theatre Owners of Ohio, 


(Continued on page 16) 


Title Exclusivity 
Declared Illegal 
In Treason Suit 


New York Supreme Court Justice 
Thomas L. J. Corcorati, in a de- 
cision involving the title of “High 
Treason,” J. Arthur Rank pic, has 
thrown doubt on the legality of 
any claimed exclusive usage of a 
title for a literary work. Judge 
Corcoran’s ruling denied a petition 
by Albert E. Kahn, author of the 
political book, “High Treason: The 
Plot Against the People,” for a 
temporary injunction restraining 
distribution of the Rank film under 
the “High Treason” title. 

Jurist held that the title of 
Kahn’s book and of the film are 
not the same and their content is 
entirely different. He added: “The 
plaintiff’s book is non-fictional, It 
is in essay form and expounds the 
author’s political views. It purports 
to develop his thesis that there 
exists in this country a political 
plot against the people to deprive 
them of their rights. The defend- 
ants’ moving picture, on the other 
hand, is fictional. It portrays, in 
dramatic form, a series of highly 
imaginative occurrences in England 
which would constitute high trea- 

(Continued on page 16) 


SDG OKAYS NEW PACT 
WITH INDIE PRODUCERS 


Hollywood, July 22. 
New pact between the Screen 
Directors Guild and the Independ- 
ent Motion Picture Producers 
Assn. has been okayed by. Guild 








membership, prexy George Sidney 
jreported. Deal, retroactive to May 
'4, ups director’s minimum to $550 
for three-and-a-half weeks work on 
| oaters; hoss operas budgeted from 
| $55,000 to $100,000 call for four 
weeks at $550. 

| Above these budgets guarantee 
jumps to five-and-a-half weeks at 
| same minimum. Only term deals 
jfor meggers permit 40 out of 52 
‘weeks pact at $500 weekly. 
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Wednesday, July 23, 1959 





LA. Ist-Runs Sturdy; Kong’ Reissue 
Smash 486, Cugat Ups ‘Face’ to 346, 
Heart’ 116, ‘Sally’ NSG 166, H.0.’s Off 





Los Angeles, July 22. 
First-run business is upbeating 
this week toward its best overall 
outlook in months, thanks to sev- 
eral standout bills, headed by the 
socko “King Kong” $48,000 at two 
locations. Xavier Cugat stage show 
at the L. A. Paramount 1s shoving 
“Stolen Face” to a solid $34,000, 
- thereabouts. 
¥ “Wild Heart” is a fancy $11,000 
at the small Four Star. Otherwise, 
trade is not outstanding. A mild 
$16,000 is seen for “Sally & St. 
Anne” at three sites, and a slim 
$10,000 is in line for “Captain 
Blackjack” at four houses. Reissue 
of “Tokyo Joe,” dualed with 
“Knock On Any Door” reissue, 1s 
headed for a light $8,000 at two 
spots. Holdovers are softening up. 
Estimates for This Week 
Los Angeles, Chinese, Ritz (FWC) 
(2,097; 2,048; 1,370; 70-$1.10) — 
“Sally and St. Anne” (U) and 
“Breakdown” (Indie). Mild $16,000. 
Last week, “Ivory Hunter” (U) and 
“Lavender Hill Mob” (U), $16,700. 
Fl Rey, Iris, Globe, Loyola 
(FWC) (861; 814; 782; 1,248; 70- 
$1.10)—"Captain Blackjack (In- 
die), and “Love Island” (Indie). | 
Slim $10,000. Last week, El 
Rey, Loyola, Uptown, “The Fight- 
er” (U) and “Desert Pursuit 
(Mono) (2d wk), $5,300. 
Hellyweod, Wiltern, Orpheum 
(WB-Metropolitan) (2,756; 2,344; 





2.213; 70-$1.10) — “Working Way 
Through College” (WB) and “Pirate 
Submarine” (Lip) (Orpheum only) 
(2d wk). Okay $19,000. Last week, 
above hopes to nifty $31,200. 

Beverly Hills, Downtown (WB) 
(1,612; 1,757; 80-$1.25)—"Story of 
Will Rogers” (WB) (2d wk). Okay 
$18,000. Last week, under hopes 
with. $21,600. 

oows State, Egyptian (UATC) 
(2,404; 1,538; 70-$1.10) — “Scara- 
mouche” (MG) (3d wk). Medium 
$18,000. Last week, $22,000. 

Hillstreet, Pantages (RKO) (2,- 
752; 2,812; 70-$1.10)—‘“King Kong 
(RKO) and “Leopard Man” (RKO) 
(reissues). Socko $48,000. Last 
week, “Story Robin Hood” (RKO) 
and “Water Birds” (RKO) (3d 
wk), $15,800. 

Los Angeles Paramount (UPT) 
(3,300; 85-$1.50) — “Stolen Face’ 
(Lip), with Xavier Cugat on stage. 
Solid $34,000. Last week, with 
Hawaii (G&S) (1,106; 65-$1.10), 
“Francis Goes West Point’ (U) and 
“Daltons’ Women” (Lip) (L. A. Par 
only), $18,000. “Francis” holds 
second week at the Hawaii for 
light $3,000. 

United Artists, Hollywood Para- 
mount (UATC-F&M) (2,100; 1,430; 
70-$1.10)—""Tokyo Joe’ (Col) and 
“Knock On Any Door” (Col) (re- 
issues). Slow $8,000. Last week, 
“Under Paris Sky” (Indie) and 
“Can't Beat Irish” (Indie) (8 days), 


$6,500. 

Fine Arts (FWC) (679; 80-$1.20) 
—‘"“Man White Suit” (U) (8th wk). 
Steady $2,600. Last week, $2,800. 

Canon (‘ABC) (520; $1.20) — 
“Navajo” (Lip) (4th wk). Small 
$1,000. Last week, $1,700. 

Four Star (UATC) (900; 70-$1.10) 
— “Wild Heart” (RKO). Fancy 
$11,000. Last week, “Anybody Seen 
My Gal” ‘(U) and “No Room for 
Groom” (U) (3d wk), $2,000. 

Vogue (FWC) (885; 70-$1) — 
“Greatest Show” (Par) (2d wk). 
Good $6,000. Last week, fine $7,100, 
above hopes. In three drive-ins 
and three conventional theatres, 
hefty $42,000 after great $55,200 in 
first week. 

Wilshire (FWC) (2,296; (70-$1.19) 
—‘Story Robin Hood” (RKO) and 
“Water Birds” (RKO) (‘m.o.s.). 
Medium $5,000. Last week, “Lydia 
Bailey” (20th) (3d wk), $2,200. 


‘College’ Big $16,500, 





‘Robin’ 166 in Denver | 2° 


Denver, July 22. 

Despite dog and horse racing, 
baseball and other hot-weather 
competition, four films are holding 
over. “Jumping Jacks” goes into 
its third week after a fair second 
at the Denham. 
after strong first frames are 
“Scaramouche” at the Broadway; 
“Robin Hood” at the Orpheum, and 
“She's Working Her Way Through 
College” at the Paramount. 

Estimates for This Week 

Aladdin (Fox) (1,400; 40-85)— 
“Ivory Hunter” (U) and “Just 
Across the Street” (U), day-date 


with Tabor, Webber. Good $7,500. | $4,200 


Last week, “Valley of the Eagles” 


Others holding | 
|} second week. 


Broadway Grosses 


——- 


Estimated Total Gross 


This Week .. $423,500 
(Based on 19 theatres) 
Last Year .. $442,300 


J. Ray- Pirate 
NG 406, Hub; 
Kong’ Big $25,000 


Boston, July 22. 

Johnnie Ray, appearing with 
package at the Met, is disappoint- 
ing at the b.o. this week, in a tie, 
up with the “Captain Pirate” pic. 
The current terrific heat spell is 
against him, plus the fact that his 
fans are mostly drawn from the 
teen-age element. : 

“King Kong” at the Boston is 
grabbing best biz at this situation 
for many months and will hold. 
Balance of majors are holding 
over, with “Pat & Mike” okay in 
second frame at State and Or- 
pheum, and “She’s Working Way 
Through College,” in second at 
Paramount and Fenway, still in 
chips. “Robin Hood” in second at 
Memorial is slipping. 

Estimates for This Week 

Astor (B&Q) (1,500; 50-95)— 
“Sally and St. Anne” (U) (4th wk). 
Just hanging on at $2,200. Last 
week, $3,100. 

Beacon Hill (Beacon Hill) (682; 
50-90)—“‘Run for Your Money” (U) 
and “Happiest Days of Life’( Re- 
gal). Opened today (Tues.) Lact 

















week, “Notorious Gentleman” 
(SG) and “Green for Danger” (SG), 
about $2,600. 


Boston (RKO) (3,000; 40-85)— 
“King Kong” (RKO) and “Leopard 
Man” (RKO). Best in many a 
moon, $25,000. Last week, “Strange 
World” (UA) and “Red Planet 
Mars” (UA), satisfactory $13,500. 

Exeter (Indie) (1,300; 60-80)— 
“Laughter in Paradise” ({ndie), 
Opened Sunday (20). Last week, 
“Encore” (Par), off to $2,600 for 
fifth week. 

Fenway (NET) (1,373; 40-85)— 
“She’s Working Way Through Col- 
lege” (WB) and “Wagons West” 
(Mono) (2d wk). Not bad $3,800. 
Good $5,500 for 1st week. 

Memorial (RKO) (3,000; 40-85)— 
“Robin Hood” (Disney-RKO) (2d 


land “Valley of the Eagles’ (Lip), 


‘Pat’ Blistering 16G, 
‘Courier’ 11G, Port., Ore. 


Portland, Ore., July 22. 

Town is loaded with new strong 
product, transient name attrac- 
tions, and extreme hot weather. 
Orpheum had a formal opening 
after a complete facelifting. “Pat 
and Mike” and “Diplomatic Cour- 
ier” look best. 

Estimates for This Week . 

Broadway (Parker) (1,890; 65-90) 
“Pat and Mike” (M-G) and “Glory.| 
Alley” (M-G). Scorching $16,000. 
Last week, “The World In His 
Arms” 4UI) (2d wk), after world 
preem, $7,000. ; 

Liberty (Hamrick) (1,850; 65-90) 
—“‘Carbine Williams” (M-G) and 
“Confidence Girl” (UA) (2d wk-6 
days). Good $7,000. Last week, 
$9,500. 

Mayfair (Parker) (1,500; 65-90)-— 
“She’s Working Her Way Through 
College” (WB) and “Stolen Face” 
(Indie) (2d wk) (m.o.). Dandy 
$4,400. Last week, $4,500. 

Oriental (Evergreen) (2,000; 65- 
90)—“‘Diplomatic Courier” (20th) 
and “Valley of the Eagles” (Indie), 
day-date with Orpheum. Fine $3,- 
600. Last week, “Walk East On 
Beacon Street” (Col) and “Montana 
Territory” (Col), day date with 
Paramount, $3,500. 

Orpheum (Evergreen) (1,750; 65- 
90)—“Diplomatic Courier’ (20th) 


grand reopening after facelifting 

job, also at Oriental. Okay $7,400. 

Last week, “Lydia Bailey” (20th) 

and “Purple Heart Diary” (Col), 
000 


$6,000. 

Paramount (Evergreen) (3,400; 
65-90)—“‘Fort Osage” (Mono) and 
“Here Comes The Marines” (Mono), 
So-so. $6,200. Last week, “Walk 
East On Beacon Street” (Col) and 
“Montana Territory” (Col), also 
Oriental. $6,000. 

United Artists (Parker) (890; 65- 
90)—“‘Scaramouche” (M-G) (4th 
wk). Holding at $4,300. Last week, 
$4,600, 


‘Lovely’ Wham $15,000, 
‘Gal’ Nice 14G, K. C; 
‘Jacks’ 2d Great 11G 


Kansas City, July 22. 
Fancy money is likely in at least 





Jacks’ Jumping 9G With King Kong’ | 


Dito in Frisco Courier’ Far at $13 





Key City Grosses 


Estimated Total Gross 
This Week ...... $1,958,750 
(Based on 23 cities, 191 the- 
atres, chiefly first runs, includ- 





ing N. Y.) 
Total Gross Same Week 
Last Year .....«s. $2,174,500 


(Based on 22 cities, and 189 
theatres. ) 


s * 
Martin-Lewis 
7 
Wow 236, Pitt; 
Pittsburgh, July 22. 

Hottest thing in pix today is 
still the team of Martin and Lewis. 
Their “Jumping Jacks’ at the Stan- 
ley, coming in only a couple of 
months after Penn had _ their 
“Sailor Beware,” is cleaning up 
and will be the best thing WB 
deluxer has had all year. Sticks 
for another week. 

Harris is picking up with “Dip- 
lomatic Courier,” although not up 
to expectations, while ‘“Scara- 
mouche” has something left, for 
its holdover at the Penn. “Francis 
Goes to West Point’ at the Fulton 
is not up to preyious grosses for 
the talking mule. 

Estimates for This Week 

Fulten (Shea) (1,700; 50-85)— 
“Francis Goes to West Point” (U). 
Bloom's apparently off the talking 
mule series. This one won't better 
$5,000, which is the poorest any of 
the Francis sagas have done around 


here. Last week “Lady in Iron 
Mask” (20th) barely got woeful 


OO EMIT 








two situations with sock films the | $3 000 


reason. Midiand is going stron 
on “Lovely to Look At” and wil 
hold over. Paramount with “Jump- 
ing Jacks” in second week is sock; 
film will hold again. “Has Anybody 
Seen My Gal?” in four Fox Mid- 
west first-runs is also strong. Art- 
film “‘Latuko” holds steady at the 
Kimo. Weather returned to sultry 
streak for the weekend, after 
plenty of rain few days previous. 
Estimates for This Week 

Kimo (Dickinson) (504; 50-75)— 
“Latuko” (Indie) (83d wk). Holdin 
well to strong pace, $1,700, an 
likely to go a fourth week. Last 
week, fancy $2,000. 

Midiand (Loew's) (3,500; 50-69)— 
“Lovely to Look At” (MG) and 
“Four in a Jeep” (Indie). Hefty 
opening and headed for fat $15,000; 
will hold. Last week, ‘“Scara- 





(Continued on page 22) 
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Mpls. Rough; ‘Courier’ Tops at 96, 
Francis Good 86, Wash. Story’ 36 


Minneapolis, July 22. 

Showhouses here have been ex- 
periencing mighty tough going 
during recent months, but cur- 
rently the road’s even rougher, if 
possible, 

What with the opposition of 
numerous Aquatennial summer 
mardi gras attractions, including 
huge free street parades, and what 
with the Democratic convention 
telecasts for added competition, 
the entertainment emporiums can’t 
get halfway to first base. 

Probably realizing what they 
were up against, only a few show- 
houses put their best foot forward. 
e lone outstanding newcomers 
are “Diplomatic Courier’ and 
“Francis Goes to West Point” and, 
in the face of the aforementioned 
handicaps, neither is getting any- 
where near its deserved boxoffice 
play. The single holdover, “Has 
Anybody Seen My Gal,” is in its 


Estimates for This Week 

Century (Par) (1,600; 50-76) — 
“Has Anybody Seen My Gal” (U) 
(m.0.). Here after nice Radio City 
first week and still doing as well as 
can be expected under the circum- 
stances. Okay $4,500. Last week, 
ante in White” (M-G), satisfactory 


Gopher (Berger) (1,000; 50-76)— 
“Washington Story” (M-G). Light 





(Lip) and “Stolen Face” (Lip), good 
$8,000. 
Broadway (Wolfberg) (1,200; 40- 


85)—“‘Scaramouche” ‘(M-G). Big 


(Continued on page 22) 








$3,000. Last week, “Kangaroo” 
(20th) (2d wk), $3,800. 
Lyric (Par) (1,000; 50-76) — 


“Without Warning” (UA) and “One| 


Big Affair’ (UA). Not enough 
here to make a dent in public apa- 
thy. Mild $3,500. Last week, 
“Valley of Eagles” (Lip), $4,000. 
Radio City (Par) (4,000; 50-76)— 
“Diplomatic Courier” (20th). 
Highly praised and well-liked pic- 
ture deserves better boxoffice 
treatment and no doubt would get 
it under more propitious circum- 
ances. bone —. Last week, 
as Anybo een Gal” 
$10,000. on 


RKO-Orpheum (RKO) (2,800; 40- 
76)—“Francis Goes to West Point” 
(U). Helped by prestige first talk- 
ing mule picture attained. How- 
ever, divided opinions on this one, 
and that, hurt. Good $8,000. Last 
week, “Wild Heart” (RKO), $6,500. 

RKO-PAN (RKO) (1,600; 40-76) 
—“Loan Shark” (Lip) and “Skip- 
along Rosenbloom” (UA) split with 
“Comanche Territory” (Col) and 
“Winchester 73” (U), both reissues. 
Medium $4,400. Last week, “She's 
Working Her Way Through Col- 
lege” (WB) (2d wk), $5,500. 

State (Par) (2,300: 50-76) — 
“I Dream of Jeanie” (Rep.), Well 
enough liked, but lacking in cast 
names. Slim $4,000. Last week, 
“Paula” (Col), $4,500. 


World (Mann) (400; 85-$1.20) — 
“Latuko” (Indie). Unusual picture 
given good advertising campaign, 
but there’s a limited audience for 
this sort of film fare here. Nice 
$2,700. Last week, “Run for Your 





Money” (U) (2d wk), $2,200, 


Harris (Harris) (2,200; 50-85)— 
“Diplomatic Courier” (20th). Some- 


San Francisco, Jyjy 9 
The Paramount, with the nants 
& Lewis “Jumping Jacks.” is easily 
pacing the town this week ‘ees 
the newcomers, though the “King 
Kong” reissue is right up there 
with “Jacks” at the Golden Gate 
“Diplomatic Courier” is doing tac 
at the Fox. al 
Estimates for This Week 

Golden Gate (RKO) 2.850. 65-95) 
—“King Kong” (RKO) and “The 
Leopard Man” (RKO), both res 
releases. Sock $29,000. Last week 
“Robin Hood” (RKO) and “Water 
Birds” (RKO), plus “Little House" 
(RKO) (2d wk), fine $10,500. 

Fox (FWC) (4,651: 65-95)—"Dip. 
lomatic Courier” (20th) and “Flesh 
and Blood” (Indie). Fair $13,500 
Last week, “Just Across Street” 
(U), plus Xavier Cugat stage show 
managed just a fair $22,500 at 
tilted prices. 

Warfield (Loew's) (2.656: 65-95) 
—"“Pat & Mike” (M-G) (2d wk), 
Fair $12,000. Last week, husky 
$22,000. r 

Paramount (Par) (2,646: 65-95) 
“Jumping Jacks” (Par). Jumping 
$29,000. Last week, “Working Way 
Through College” (WB) and “Cor. 
poral Dolan Goes AWOL (Rep) )24 
wk), good $11,000. 

St. Francis (Par) (1,400: 65-95)— 
“Paula” (Col). Quiet $10,000. Last 
week, “Under Paris Sky” (Indie) 
(2d wk), weak $8,000 for six days, 

Orpheum (No. Coast) (2,448: 65. 
95)—"“Brigand” (Col) and “Last 
Train From Bombay” (Col). Weak 
$9,000. Last week, “World In His 
Arms” (U) (2d wk), weak $9,500. 

United Artists (No. Coast) (1,207; 
65-95)—"‘Francis Goes To West 
Point” (U) (2d wk). Fair $6,500, 
Last week, good $11,000. 

Stagedeor (Ackerman-Rosener) 
(370; 85-$1)—“Lavender Hill 
Meb” (U) and “Magnet” (U) (2d 
= Slight $2,800. Last week, $3,- 


Clay (Rosener) (400; 65-85)— 
“Kind Hearts And Coronets” (UA) 
(3d wk), $2,700. Last week, okay 
$3,000. 

Larkin (Rosener) (400; 65-85)— 
“Pool of London” (U) (m.o.-l1lth 
wk). $2,200. Last week, slipped to 


thing more than $8,000, if that, | $2,300 


was expected of Tyrone Power 
starrer, which got away to ordi- 
nary start and never really moved 
into high. Last week “Outcasts of 
Poker Flat’ (20th) and “Cripple 
Creek” (Col) not too bad at just 
under $5,000. 

Penn (Loew's) (3,300; 50-85)— 
“Scaramouche” (M-G) (2d wk). 
Holding up pretty well and should 
close out near $10,000. Will likely 
move to small-seat Ritz for con- 
tinuation of downtown run. 
week “Scaramouche” hit just over 
$16,000. 

Squirrel Hill (WB) (900; 50-85)— 


“Narrow Margin” (RKO) (2d wk)./ ga 


Pushing for better than $2,500 on 
the windup, with installation of a 
cooling plant for nabe art house 
helping some. Last week “Margin” 
did over $2,500, fine for this sleep- 
er. Next up is a reissue of “Hunch- 
back of Notre Dame” (RKO). 

Stanley (WB) (3,800; 59-85)— 
“Jumping Jacks” (Par). Martin 
and Lewis hotter than the weather, 
and 10 times as agreeable, doing 
business the like of which WB de- 
luxer hasn’t seen in a blue moon. 
Heading for $23,000. Last week, 
“Working Her Way Through Col- 
lege” (WB) about $10,500. 

Warner (WB) (2,000; 50-85)— 
“Models, Inc.” (indie) and “Outlaw 
Women” (Lipp). Good $5,000. Last 
week, second of “Outcast of the 
Islands” (UA), dropped to nothing 
and yanked after five days to less 
than $2,500. 


‘College’ Cum Laude 
At 8'14G, L’ville 


Louisville, July 22. 
_ Downtown houses, with excep- 
tion of the Mary Anderson, are 
not making much splash’ in the 
b.o. line this week. “She’s Work- 
ing Her Way Through College” is 
big at the WB main stem showcase. 
Wicket lines were the rule over the 
weekend, and final tab should be 
around $9,000, plenty big. H.o. at 
the State and weak product at the 
Rialto and Strand don’t hold much 

promise of large takes this week. 
Biz at the 3,500-seater Iroquoise 
Amphitheatre, where “Up in Cen- 
tral Park” is current, has been 
good. Opening and closing nights 
have been near capacity, but other 
nights have been dullish. House 

hasn’t had a sellout this season. 

Estimates for This Week 

Kentucky (Switow) (1,000; 54-75) 
— “No Room for Groom” (U) and 
“Ivory Hunter” (U) (2d wk). Still 
going briskly to nice $2,500. Last 


(Continued on page 22) 











‘Jacks’ Terrif 
256 Toronto; 
College’ Big 156 


Toronto, July 22. 


“Jumping Jacks” broke opening- 
y house record of the Imperial, 
3,373-seater and Canada’s largest 
film house, with Martin-Lewis 
flicker away ahead of field. 

Also smash is Canadian preem 
of “She's Work Her Way 
Through College,” this spiced by 
opening-day p.a. of Gene Nelson, 
complete with hundreds of palpi- 
tating ‘teeners. With heat wave 
off, biz is on lusty upbeat, most 
first-runs doing well. On healthy 
holdovers, “Scaramouche” leads 
those in second frame, plus “Nar- 
row Margin” and “Francis Goes 
to West Point” holding neatly. 


Estimates for This Week 


Crest, Downtown, Glendale, May- 
fair, Scarboro, State (Taylor) (863; 
1,059; 955; 470; 698; 694; 35-60) — 
“Just This Once’ (M-G) and 
“Three Musketeers” (U). Light 
$11,000. Last week, “Bronco Bus- 
ter” (U) and “Finders Keepers 
(U), $10,000. 

Eglinton (FP) (1,080; 40-80) — 
“Narrow Margin” (RKO) (2d wk). 
Nice $7,000. Last week, $8.000. 

Imperial (FP) (3,373; 50-80) — 
“Jumping Jacks” (Par). Terrifie 
$25,000. Last week, “Outcasts © 
Poker Flat” (20th), $8,500. 

Loew’s (Loew) (2,748; 50-80) = 
“Scaramouche” (M-G) (2d — 
Holding at fine $12,500. Las 
week, $15,000. 

Odeon (Rank) (2,390; 50-90) 
“Loan Shark” (Lip). Light $8.000; 
Last week, “Leave Her to Heaven 
(20th) (reissue), $7,000. 

Shea’s (FP) (2,396; 40-80 m4 
“She’s Working Her Way Throve r 
College” (WB). Big $15,000. wt 
week, “Winning Team” ‘W83) 
wk), $8,000. 

Tivoli, University (FP) (1.498; 
1,558; 40-80)—“‘Lady in Iron Mast 
(20th). So-so $8,000. Last weem 
“If This Be Sin” (20th) and ee 
Above All” (20th) (reissue), $8.50% 

Uptown (Loew) (2,743; 40-80 1 
“Francis Goes to West Point ' 4 
Holding nicely at $6,500. +* 
week, $9,000, 






































VARIETY 





Chi Unsteady, Clash’ Sturdy 13/46, 
‘College’-Deejay Vande Lean $45,000, 
Francis Frisky 126, Show’ 19Gin 11th 


Chicago, July 22. + 


,ocratic convention isn’t ex- 

Pome to hela or hurt business 
much with the tense delegate fight 
of the Republicans lacking at this 
meeting. Loop is a mixture of good 
and bad receipts, with new prod- 
uct not as strong as the holdover 
crop. However, “Clash by Night, 
backed by “Diamond City,” is out 
for fast biz at the Grand. 

Chicago slips back into the old 
groove with disk jockey 
show and minor names on the 
stage and “She’s Working Her Way 
Through College” on the screen. 
Combination is looking for mod- 
erate biz. World has a strong entry 
with “Young and Damned. Roose- 
velt has “Francis at West Point 
and “Lady in the Iron Mask. 

Triple sex package at the United 
Artists leads the second weekers, 
with “Love Moods,” “Models Inc., 
and “Something to Live For” reg- 
istering strongly. “We're Not Mar- 
ried” at the Woods also looks fair- 
lv good. “Lovely to Look At” at 
the State-Lake seems weak. Surf | 
is going strong with “Outcast of | 
the Islands” in fourth frame. 
“Greatest Show on Earth” at the| 
Palace is the bright hope in 11th 
week 

Estimates for This Week 

Chicago (B&K) (3,900; 98)— 
“She’s Working Her Way Through 
College” (WB) with annual disk 
jockey show. Lean $45,000. Last 
week, “Diplomatic Courier” (20th), 
with Jackie Gleason personal, $62.- 
000. 

Grand (RKO) (1,500; 55-98)— 
“Clash by Night” (RKO) and “Dia- 
mond City’ (Indie). Bright $13,500. 
Last week, “‘ivory Hunter” (U) and 
“Bronco Busters” (U) (2d wk), -$8,- 
000. 

Palace (Eitel) (2,500; 98-$1.25)— 
“Greatest Show on Earth” (Par) 
(llth wk). Keeping right up there 
with brisk $19,000. Last week, 
$20,300. 

Roosevelt (B&K) (1,500; 55-98)— 
“Francis Goes to West Point’ (U) 
and “Lady in the Iron Mask” (20th). 
Mule might lead to okay $12,000. 
Last week, “Carson City” and 
“Lion and Horse” (WB) (2d wk), 
$9,000. 

State-Lake (B&K) (2,700; 55-98) 
—‘Lovely to Look At” (M-G) (2d 
wk’. Ain't too lovely with $14,000. 
Last week, $21,000. 

Surf (H&E Balaban) (685; 98)— 
“Outcast of Islands” (Lopert) (4th 
wk). Holding fairly tight with $4,- 
000. Last week, $4,300. 

United Artists (B&K) (1,700; 55- 
98\—Something to Live For” (Par) 
with “Love Moods” and “Models 
Inc” (Indies (2d wk). Exploitation 
is getting the wickets hot with 
nifty $15,000. Last week, $19,000. 
Woods (Essaness) (1,073; 98)— 
We're Not Married” (20th) (2d 
wk). Not doing too badly with 
$15,000. Last week, $25,000. 

World (Indie) (587; 98)—“Young 
and Damned” (Indie). Might get 
rich $4,000 for first week. Last 
week, “Darling, How Could You’ 
(Par) (2d wk), $1,500. 


INDPLS SPOTTY BUT 
‘COLLEGE’ FINE $12,000, 


Indianapolis, July. 22. | 
Biz is spotty at first-run situa- 
tions this stanza, but gives signs | 
of higher grosses for better prod- 
uct. “She’s Working Way Through 
College will lead town with very 
nice figure at Circle. “Clash By 
inet.” at Indiana, is fair. “Lovely 
‘0 Look At,” at Loew’s, has 
slumped after good first week. 
Estimates for This Week 
anne, (Cockrill-Dolle) (2.800; 
— She’s Working Her Way 
hrough College” (WB). Extra 
Tritico 12,000. Last week, “Wait 
“OL Sun Shines Nellie” (20th) and 
utcasts of Poker Flat” (20th). 
Oke $9,000. 
Indiana 
50-76) 
yd Bal Tabarin” (Rep). Modest | 
(WB, Last week, “Carson City” | 
Slow 2nd.“Red Planet Mars” (UA). 
Stow $8.000. 
5 heith’s (Cockrill-Dolle) (1,300- | 
“Gi, —“The River” (UA) 
go uinge of Heart” (Indie). 
6 000. first time here. 
1 Loew's (Loew's) (2,427; 50-76)— | 
wn eiy to Look At” (M-G) (2d 
after Offish $5,500 in five days’ 
‘°C big $12,500 opener. 
‘Yric (Cockrill-Dolle) (1,600; 50- | 
aa ed alley of Eagles” (Lippert) | 
» Outlaw Women” (Lippert). | 
reed) 000. Last week, “Half | 
Fe... KO) and “It’s a Great, 
‘ing’ (Indie), So-so $4,500. \ 


minus 














(Cockrill-Dolle) (3.200; 


Nifty , 


Lowa 
16 


| “Ivory Hunter” 
| Buster” 


wk). 





Estimates Are Net 

Film gross estimates as re- 
ported herewith from the vari- 
ous key cities, are net; i e., 
without the 20% tax. Distrib- 
utors share on net take, when 
playing percentage, hence the 
estimated figures are net in- 
come. 

The parenthetic admission 
prices, however, as indicated, 
— the U. S. amusement 
ax. 





ete ae tr eS: 


Gleason Soars 


‘Glove, 456, Det., 
‘Jacks’ Big 276 


Detroit, July 22. 








| 


> e 
K. C.’s Electric Sues 
Majors in Trust Rap 
_ Kansas City, July 22. 
Electric Theatre, Kansas City, 
Kansas, first-run, filed a damage 
suit in Federal Court, Kansas City, 
Mo., last week against the major 
distribs, Fox Midwest Theatres and 
National Theatres. The suit charges 


the film companies denied the the- 
atre the right to bid in the free 





market for first-runs and asked in- 
junctive 
showing. 

Petition alleges the _ theatre’s 
business has been damaged to the | 
extent of $1,500,000 and under the | 
Sherman and Clayton acts that | 
would become $4,500,000. | 

Suit is the third large-sum dam- 
age litigation involving W. D. Ful-| 
ton, who currently operates the | 
Electric. He is the plaintiff in the 
now widely-known Brookside Thea- | 
tre case, in which he was awarded | 
substantial damages but which still | 
is in the courts. Recently Fulton 
filed a similar suit in behalf of | 
the Avenue Theatre, first-run | 
which he also operates in Kansas | 
City, Kansas. Suit was filed in Feb- | 
ruary and still is pending. 

The defendants named in. the} 
suit, besides the theatre circuits: 
20th, Loew’s, Paramount, RKO, 
Warners, United Artists, Columbia 
and Universal. 

Theatres on the Kansas side have | 
habitually played pictures after 
Missouri-side first-runs until re- 
cently. Now pictures play there 
day-and-date, with openings on the 


relief to permit their | 


Fox and Michigan are doing good | yissouri side. Electric is the larg- 


biz this week, with the others being 


hurt in almost direct proportion. | 


Jackie Gleason heading stage show 
at the Fox is upping “Green Glove” 
to big total, while “Jumping Jacks” 
has the Michigan jumping. “Ivory 
Hunter” shapes up siowly at the 
Palms, “Place in Sun” and “Detec- 
tive Story” are fair at the Madi- 
son. Holdovers, “Lovely to Look 
At” at the United Artists and 
“Scaramouche” at the Adams, are 


' Estimates for This Week 


Fox (Fox-Detroit) (5.000; 90- 
$1.25)—“Green Glove” (UA) plus 
Jackie Gleason onstage. Great 
$45,000. Last week, “Kangaroo” 
(20th) and “Black Dice” (Indie) 
$17,000. 

Michigan (United Detroit) (4,000; 
70-95)—“Jumping Jacks” (Par) and 
“Brigand” (Col). Jumping $27,000. 
Last week, “Robin Hood” (RKO- 
Disney) $16,500. 

Palms (UD) (2.961; 70-95) — 
(U). 


Fair $10,000. Last 


| 


| 





(U) and “Bronco | 


week, “Clash by Night” (RKO) and | 


“Bal Tabarin” (Rep) $8,000. 

Madison (UD) (1,900; 70-95) — 
“Place in Sun” (Par) and “Detec- 
tive Story” (Par) (re-releases). Ok 
$11,000. Last week, “Love Moods” 
(Indie), “Models, Inc.” (Indie) and 
“Streets of Sorrow’ $6,000. 

United Artists (UA) (1,900; 70- 
95)\—‘“‘Lovely to Look At” (M-G) 
(3d wk). Down tq $7,000. Last 
week, $10,600. 

Adams (Balaban) (1,700; 70-95)— 
“Scaramouche” (M-G) (5th wk), 
Slowing to $3,000. Last week, 
$3.700. 





‘Francis’ Hefty $10,500, 
‘College’ 9G in Seattle 


Seattle, July 22. 

Only the two small-seaters, Blue 
Mouse and Music Box, have hold- 
overs. This leaves nice choice of 
new pix, with the public choosey. 
Palomar is set with two weeks of 
stage fare. 

Estimates for This Week 

Blue Mouse (Hamrick) (800; 65- 
90)—"‘World in His Arms” (U) (3d 
Good $4,000. Last week, 
“Ivory Hunter” (U), very weak $1,- 
700 on six days. f 

Coliseum (Evergreen) (1,829; 65- 
90)—“‘Montana_ Territory” (Col) 
and “Red Snow” Col). Fair $7,- 
500. Last week, “Cripple Creek” 
(Col) and “King of Bullwhip” (In- 
die), good $7,200. 

Fifth Ave. (Evergreen) (2,366: 
65-90)—“‘Story af Robin Hood” 
(RKO) and Waterbirds” (RKO). 
Swell $12,000. Last week, “Wait 
Till Sun Shines” (20th) and “One 
Big Affair’ (UA) (2d wk), mild 
$4,300. 


Libefty (Hamrick) (1.650; 65-90) to cash in on another outpouring 
—“Clash By Night” (RKO)|—“Washington Story” (M-G). Slow | of juves and parents. | 


$4,000. Last week, “Sally & Saint 
Anne” (U) and “Wall of Death” 
(Indie), mild $4,800. 


| 





| 


} 
| 
' 
| 


| “Scaramouche” 


|“She’s Working Way Through Col- 


est and oldest first-run on the Kan- 
sas side, and is independently 
operated. 


College Hefty In 
Cleve. at $15,000, 
‘Atomic $11,500 





Cleveland, July 22. | 

Warner’s Allen is getting back | 
into the front firing line with 
“She’s Working Way Through Col- 
lege,” shooting for heftiest take of 
this broiling stanza. “Atomic City” 
at Hipp and second lap for State’s 
“Lovely to Look At” are stacking 
up nicely. “Paula,” tied with 


| while there's a general improve- 


| for most runs. 


|—“Story of Will Rogers” (WB) (1st | 
| wk). 





“Brave Warrior,” is going merely | 
so-so for Palace. By teaming | 


i“Fort Osage” with “Waco,” Still-| 


man formed good bill of oater | 
pullers. 
Estimates for This Week 


Allen (Warner) (3,000; 55-80)— 


lege” (WB). Excellent $15,000. 
Last week, “Wait ’Til Sun Shines, 
Nellie” (20th), down at $10,000. 

Hipp (Scheftel-Burger) (3,700; 
55-80)—“‘Atomic City’ (UA). Oke 
$11,500. Last week, “Wild Heart” 
(RKO, satisfying at $13,000. 

Ohie (Loew’s) (1,305; 55-80)— 
“Without Warning” (UA) and 
“Captive City” (UA)- Not bad 
$7,000. Last week, “Scaramouche” 


(M-G), fine $7,000 for last nine days | 000 


on fifth downtown week. 

Palace (RKO) (3,300;* 55-80)— 
“Paula” (Col), plus “Brave War- 
rior” (Col). Average $8,500. Last 
week, “Frankenstein” and “Dracu- 
la” (reissues), disappointing $8,500. 


wk), wham $12,000. 





State (Loew’s) (3,450; 55-80)— 
“Lovely to Look At” (M-G) (2d 
(Continued on page 22) 


New Pix Up B'way; 


Carrie’ Neat 


$50,000, Monroe-‘Knock' Nifty 266, 
‘Rogers’ 206, ‘Paula’ Slow $10,000 


Broadway business is gaining 
ground this week via strong assist 
provided by new product. However, 


ment over previous frames, the 
extent of the upbeat is still short 
of the b.o. strides taken at this 
time last year. 

Showcase ops have it figured 
that the slackening in the town’s 
tourist trade is having the obvious 
adverse effect upof theatres. The 
heat apparently is keeping would- 
be rubberneckers closer to home- 
base and consequently there’s an | 
ebbing of pedestrian traffic along | 
Broadway. 

Radio-TV coverage of the Demo- 
crats’ convention in Chicago, like 
the GOP meet earlier this month, 
is shaping as no b.o. factor at all 
Only spots to feel 
any depression are the art houses. 
Their revenue went off slightly 
Monday (21) and yesterday. 

“Carrie” is collaring choice coin | 





| at the Capitol. The new Paramount | 


entry,s supported by a striking ad | 
campaign and applause by a few | 
reviewers, heads the crop of new 
pix, copping $50,000 in its initial | 
Cap stanza, plenty tall biz. 

“Don’t Bother to Knock” is un- | 
bothered by the crix’ knocks. Cam- | 
paign is accentuating the Martyn | 
Monroe angles, and it’s putting the | 
pic across in nifty fashion at the | 
Globe. First week’s take of $26,- 
000 is indicated, biggest in months 
for the house. “Story of Will 
Rogers” at the Astor is a sub- 
stantial improvement its 
predecessor, “3 for Bedroom C,” | 
“Rogers” looks to reel in oke $20,- | 
000 in its opening week. 

Other new one. on the street is 
“Paula” at the State. Slow at 
$10,000 in the first frame. 


Estimates for This Week 
A tor (City Inv.) (1,300; 70-$1.50) | 


Opening frame ended last | 


‘Robin Hood’ Lifts 
Cincy With Sock 166 


Cincinnati, July 22. 

Soaring majestically in the huge 
Albee, “Rebin Hood” is lifting the 
downtown total to another warm- 
weather whopper. “Walk East On 
Beacon” is giving the Palace a re- 
fresher, and “Paula” in the Grand 
and “Red River” at the Lyric are 
causing no complaint. 

Estimates for This Week 

Albee (RKO) (3,100; 55-75)— 
“Robin Hood” (RKO). Eight days. 
Sockeroo $16,000. Last week, 
“Lovely to Look At” (M-G) (2d 


(1,400; 55-75)— 

and “Whistle at 
Eaton Falls” (Col). Good $7,500. 
Last week, 


“Mutiny” Wal and 
“Tale of Five Women” A), 


$7. 
Lyric (RKO) (1,400; 55-75)— 
“Red River” (UA) and “Tulsa” 
(UA). Okay $5,500. Same last week 
with “She’s Working Her Way 
Through College” (WB) (m.o.). 

Palace (RKO) (2,600; 55-75)— 
“Walk East On Beacon” (Col). Ail 
right $9,000. Last week, “Outcast 
of Islands” (UA), $8,500. 





Grand (RKO) 
“Paula” (Col) 











‘Married’ Fair $16,000 in Philly, 
Kong’ 17156, Rogers OK $17,000 


Philadelphia, July 22. 


Ten straight days of tempera- | wk). 


tures in the 90s have sloughed | 


first-run biz, although 


Jacks” continued smash in its sec- | 


ond stanza at the Fox. Announce- | 
ment of last days drew a terrific | 
weekend crowd for “King Kong,” | 
reissue at Stanley. House is hold- 
ing over film until next weekend 


E timates for This Week 
Arcadia (S&S) (625; 85-$1.20)— | 
(M-G) (6th wk). | 


Music Box (Hamrick) (850; 65-| Okay $5,500. Last week, $6,500. | 


90)—“‘River” (UA) (2d wk). 

Music Hall (Hamrick) (2.282; 65- 
90)—‘‘She’s Working Way Through 
College” (WB). Big $9,000. Last 
week, “Pat and Mike” (M-G) and 
“Glory Alley” (M-G) (3d wk), good 
$5,800. 


90)—‘‘Francis Goes to West Point” 
(U) and “3 For Bedroom C” (WB). 
Big $10,500. 


(Continued on page 22) 


Big | 
and | $9,000 after sweet $4,800 in opener. | an 
$8.000. About same last week. 


| 99)—“Anybody 
Orpheum (Hamrick) (2,599; es | een, nybody 


| 


Last week, “World | «wij] Rogers” (WB). 
1000. 


town’s leader at fast $25,000. Last 
week. socko $42,000. 


Boyd (WB) (2,360; 50-99)—“Pat 
d Mike” (M-G) (4th wk). Nice 


Fox (20th) (2,250; 50-99)—“Jump- 
ing Jacks” (Par) (2d wk). Still) 


(1,200: 50- 
My Gal?” 
Last week, 


(Goldman) 
Seen 
Fair $11,000. 


Goldman 


“Half Breed” (RKO), so-so $9,590. 


Mastbauin (W8) (4,369: 59-99)— 
Okav $17. , 
Last week, “Working Her’ 


“Jumping | 99)—“Cripple Creek” (Col). 
$5,000. Last week, “Lady in Iron 


| also hurt by broken cooling system, | 





Way Through College” (WB) (2d) 
Nice $14,000. 
(Goldman) (1,000; 50- | 
Mild | 


Midtown 


Mask” (20th). About $6,000. 

Randolph (Goldman) (2,500; 50- 
99)—“‘We’re Not Married” (20th). 
Not bad $16,000. Last week, 
“Lovely to Look At” (M-G) (4th 
wk), $8,500 

Stanley (WB) (2,900; 50-99)— 
“King Kong” (RKO) and “Leopard | 
Man” (RKO) (reissue) (2d wk). | 
Hefty $17,500 after fine $24,000 for 
opening session. 

Stanton (WB) (1,473; 50-99)— | 
“Montana Territory” (Col). Dam- | 


| aged air-conditioner and heat wave | 


knocking out this house; $3.500. | 
Last week, “Captive City” (UA), 


] 


$4.000. 
Studio (Goldberg) (509: 50-99)— | 


“Encore” (Par) (4th wk). Okay | 
$2500. Last week, $2,700. 

Trans-Lux (T-L) (500; 50-99)— 
“Narrow Margin” (RKO) (4th wk). 
Fair $2 Off for last eight days. Last 
week, $3,500. 


| day night (21) okay at $5,000. 


night (Tues.) with okay $20,000. In 
ahead, “3 for Bedroom C” (WB) 
(3d wk), drew slim $5,000. 

Beekman (R&B) (550; 85-$1.50) 
—This spot marking time until fall 
brings better art product. Current 
is “The Franchise Affair” (Indie) 
on second run. It will do fair $4,000 
for week's stay with “Edward and 
Caroline” (Indie) following on 
Friday (25). 

Capitol (Loew’s) (4,820; 70-$1.50) 
—‘“Carrie” (Par) (lst wk). Off at 
strong clip with $50,000 for initial 
frame ended last night (Tues.). 
Stays on, of course. In ahead, “Pat 
& Mike” (M-G) (4th) drew satis- 
factory $20,000 in final round. 

Criterion (Moss) (1,700; 50-$1.80: 
— “Robin Hood” (RKO-Disney’ 
(4th wk). Continued weekly ad 
budget of $6,500 paying off nicely 
Fourth frame biz up to hefty $27,- 
000 after $26,500 in third. Original- 
ly figured for seven weeks, run 
may be extended. 

Fine Arts (Davis) (468; 90-$1.90) 
—‘‘Outcast of Islands” (UA) (10th 
wk). Perked up to nice $5,200 with 
extra ad coin helping. Previous 
week was $5,000. Holds. 

Globe (Brandt) (1,500; 50-$1.50) 
—‘Don't Bother to Knock” (20th) 
(Ist wk). Campaign putting this 
across in nifty fashion. Looks 
like $26,000 for opening stanza end- 
ing tomorrow (Thurs.), biggest in 
months for house. Continues. 

Mayfair (Brandt) (1,736; 50-$1.50) 
—“Has Anybody Seen My Gal?” 
(U) (3d wk). Falling to dismal 
$3,700 in this windup week after 
slim $5,500 in second round. “High 
Noon” (Kramer-UA) bows tomor- 
row (Thurs.). 

Normandie (Normandie Theatres) 
(592; 95-$1.80) — “Encore” (Par) 
(17th wk). Holding up well at 
$6,700 for 16th week ended last 
night (Tues.), same as previous 
frame. Holding indef. 

Palace (RKO) (1,700; 75-$1.40— 
“Shadow in the Sky” (M-G) and 
eight acts. Single week's stand 
reeling in $17,300, oke for house. 
“Ma & Pa Kettle” at Fair (U) plus 
eight acts drew $17,200 last week. 
Pin Brigand” (Col) opens Friday 
(25). 

Paramount (Par) (3,664; 80-$1.80) 
—‘‘Working Way Through College” 
(WB) with Jan Murray, Moder- 
naires. Neal Hefti orch, Raul & 
Eva Reyes on stage. Second and 
final round ended last night (Tues.) 
with modest $48,000 after drawing 
satisfactory $60,000 in opening 
week. “Jumping Jacks” (Par) 
opens today. 

Park Ave. (Reade) (583; 90-$1.50) 
—Island Rescue” (U) (4th wk). 
Holding pace at okay $5,700 for 
third week ended Sunday (20), 
same as previous stanza. 

Paris (Indie) (568; $1.25-$1.80)— 
“Ways of Love” (Burstyn) (6th wk). 
Showing good staying power with 
$5,500 for fifth week ended Sunday 
(20). Did $5,800 in fourth round. 

Radio City Music Hall (Rocke- 
fellers) (5,945; 80-$2.40)—‘Where's 
Charley?” (WB) with stage show 
(4th wk). Slipping to $116,000 this 
frame, moderate biz, after taking 
$133,000 in third frame. Holds an- 
other week with “Ivanhoe” to fol- 
low on July 31. 

Roxy (20th) (5,886; 80-$2.20) — 
“We're Not Married” (20th) with 
Rochester, Richard Hayes, Arnold 
Shoda, ice revue on stage (2nd wk). 
Handsome $78,000 being nabbed 
this round after socko take of $87,- 
000 in opening week. Winds run 
tomorrow night (Thurs.) because of 
fixed booking sked. “Dream Boat” 
(20th) bows Friday. 

State (Loew’s) (3,450; 55-$1.25)— 
“Paula” (Col) (2nd wk). Ended 
first week Monday night (21) with 
slow $10,000. In ahead, “Washing- 
ton Story” (M-G) (2nd wk). Did 
sluggish $7,900. 

Sutton (R & B) (561; 90-$1.50)\— 
“Man in White Suit” (U) (16th wk). 
Slight slip to $8,000 for 15th week 
ended Monday night (21) after $8,- 
500 in 14th round. Consistently 
good income indicates run being 


Trans-Lux 60th St. (T-L) (453; 
90-$1.50\—“‘White Corridors” (U) 
(2nd wk). Initial week ending . 
n 
ahead, “Narrow Margin” (RKO) did 
$2.500 in final 1ith week. 

Trans-Lux 52d St. (T-L) (540; 90- 


| extended to fall. 


| hear — “High Treason” (Indie) 


(10th wk). Holding nicely at $4,000 
for ninth frame after raking in 
$4,400 in eighth. 

Victoria (City Inv.) (1,060; 70- 
$1.89) — “Walk East on Beacon” 
(Col) (9th). Eighth round ended 
last night (Tues.) with satisfactory 
$8,000 after $10,000 in seventh. 
“Affair in Trinidad” moves in next 


| Wednesday (30). 
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Raw Stock Dearth Still Snarls Arg. 
Producers But Studio Plans Big 


Buenos Aires, July 15. 

Ever-current scarcity of raw 
stock continues to snafu Argentine 
film producers, who are constantly 
forced to postpone lensing produc- 
tions for which large casts have 
been signed, and to stall options 
on studio leases because stock isn’t | 
available. 

Currently there are some hopes | 
of obtaining raw stock shipments | 


from France, 
whereby French distributors de- 
liver raw stock in exchange for 


permits to import their productions 
into Argentina. 

Spanish actor Jorge Mistral, who 
arrived from Spain some weeks 
ago ready to start work for Argen- 
tina Sono Film, has_ already 
trekked home, rather than waste 
time hahging around waiting for 
studios to solve this snarl. 

Another film hanging fire be- 
cause of raw stock dearth is the 
Hispano-Argentine co-production 
planned by Cinematografica Es- 
panola and EFA Studios, featuring 
Spanish bullfighter Mario Cabre. 
Spanish director Ricardo Gazcon 
and Cabre have already come here, 
ready to lens the considerable foot- 
age, which is to have a Buenos 
Aires background and cast. But 
the idea may have to be shelved for 
the time being, unless some stock is 
made available by the entertain- 
ment board in view of the picture’s 
probable earning powers abroad. 
Opus is to be titled “Mission in 
Buenos Aires,” from a script by 
Spanish writer Carmen Montero, 
adapted by local authors Cesar 
Tiempo, Alberto Socol and Oscar 
Magdalena. 

EFA’s Plans 


As next chore, EFA has another 
foreign currency hopeful in the 
offing, with plans to make a picture 
titled “This is the Tango,” featur- 
ing name tango bands like Juan 
D’Arienzo and Anibal Troilo. It’s 
believed here that the theme would 
go over big with Squthern Hemis- 
phere audiences, apart from boost- 
ing sales of tango ryhthms abroad. 

Argentina Sono Film is mapping 
big ballyhoo around “Naked Pas- 
sion” (“La Pasion Desnuda”), 
which Luis Cesar Amadori has just 
about finished lensing. As soon as 
he has completed “Naked Passion,” 
Amadori will start readying “Ame- 
ghino,” a biopic of the Argentine 
poet-statesman, for which Narciso 
Ibanez Menta has been cast. 


Artistas Argentinos Asociados 
(AAA) is mapping a grandiose his- 
torical production, to be shot next 
year, starring Fanny Navarro, who 
was feature of “Deshonra” (Inter- 
americana), biggest grosser of this 
year. She'll be cast as Lucia Mi- 
randa, wife of Sebastian de Hur- 
tado, one of the first colonial set- 
tlers of the 15th century and a na- 
tional heroine. As head of the 
Eva Peron Film Talent Guild, 
actress is assured the fattest roles. 

Portena Films, which was re- 
sponsible for making the very un- 
successful boxing film, “A Cham- 
pion Is Born” (in which ex-boxer 
Luis Angel Firpo was interested), 
is now planning a film version of 
a popular novel by Cesar Carrizo, 
called “The Tamer” (“El Doma- 
dor”), which has the Province of 
La Rioja as background. 

Interamericana-Mapol is starting 
work on “]’Inevitable Monsier Du- 
bois,” which Raimond Horvilleur is 
to produce, with Curt Land direct- 
ing. Juan Carlos Thorry will be 
starred with Malvina Pastorino. 


IVES SETS RADIO, BOOK 
DEALS ON AUSSIE TOUR 


Melbourne, July 15. 

Burl Ives, now in Australia on a 
concert tour, is guesting on the 
Lever Bros. commercial radio 
show here. He's also closing a deal 
for sale here of his transcribed 
radio show, “Burl Ives Sings,” be- 
fore leaving for engagements in 
New Zealand, Saturday (19). 

Ives is also joining with Father 
Percy Jones, Australian folk song 
collector, to author a music-book 
of Australian folksongs to be pub- 
lished by Southern Music Co.'s 
Australian branch. 

Balladeer concludes a _five- 
months’ tour of Great Britain, 
Australia, New Zealand and Ha- 
waii next month, returning to the 
U. S. Aug. 20 for a concert at 
Aspen, Col. 
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Lopert in Rome Seeking 


Co-Production Pic Deal 


Rome, July 15. 
Ilya Lopert, prez of Lopert Films 


Distributing Co., New York, is in| 


Rome for discussion on possible co- 


productions here. During Lopert’s | 


ven weeks in Europe, he’ll also 
ake similar setups in France 
and England, with Julien Duvivier 


| and Sidney Box, respectively. 


, | there's 








Lopert and City Investing Co. 
of New York are teamed for the 
American half of the pictures. 

Italian deal hasn’t been set, but 
possibility that the Hag- 
giag Bros. may be the Italo co-pro- 
ducers. Lopert is expected back 
to Rome in a week, from Monte- 
catini, where he’s been vacationing. 


FRANCO-BRIT. TY WEEK 





IN OK BASTILLE FINALE 


Paris, July 15. 

Franco-British Television Week 
wound yesterday (14) in a tele- 
cast of the military parade down 
the Champs Elysees commenmiorat- 
ing French Bastille Day. The week 
of London-Paris hookups began 
July 8 with a telecast from the 
British Ambassador to England 
and then gave a panorama of Paris 
from top of the Eiffel Tower. The 
hookup is done by a series of re- 
lays from Paris to London. Dis- 
tance covers over 900 miles, with 
first relay going to Lille and then 
to London over the English Chan- 
nel. 

Aim of the hookup was to ac- 
quaint British video oglers with 
the French capital and set up a 
good working cooperation between 
the BBC and Radio Diffusion Fran- 
caise. British and French techni- 
cians worked together for general- 
ly good results. 


Telecasts (mostly exterior) for 
the week were a trip along the 
Grand Boulevards, visit to an ar- 
tist’s studio (Gromaire), looksee at 
the cave spots in St. Germain Des 
Pres, visit to the Louvre, trip on 
the Bateau Mouche along the 
Seine, a bit of the Grand Tour De 
France, bicycle race around France, 
visits to various churches, telecast 
of the Nouvelle Eve nitery show, 
with the girls covered to meet 
British standards, parade on July 
14, and a farewell to Paris from 
Notre Dame cathedral. 

Commentary was done in both 
English and French by Sylvia Pet- 
ers and Jacqueline Jobert, respec- 
tively. Heading the reins for the 
English contingent was H. Cald- 
well, with Gilles Margaritis ditto- 
ing for the French. 


Accent on the Lam 
- Paris, July. 15. 

Robert Lamouret, just back 
from U. S. with his puppet act, 
ran into Robert Lamoureux, 
radio and film comedian, here. 
Lamoureux expressed concern 
over the similarity of their 
names and stated it might lead . 
to confusion. Then he asked 
Lamouret if that was his real 
name. Lamouret shook his 
head. : 

Lamoureux lit up and bright- 
ly asked his real name. An- 





swer was: Robert Lamoureux. 








Italo Govt.’ 600 
Aid to Legit Units 


Rome, July 15. 


Just-released figures disclose 
amount of financial support given 
by the Italian government to local 
\theatre groups, most of which fin- 
ished in the red during the past 
eight-month 1951-52 season. Dur- 
ing this period, government aid to 
the 17 major touring companies, 
four resident and little theatre 
groups, two university theatres, 
and 150 minor outfits, totaled al- 
most $600,000. Approximately one- 
half of the 3,000-odd performances 
by the major companies were of 
Italian plays, while the resident 
theatres staged 307 Italian and 311 
foreign, the minor companies 11,- 
009 Italian and only 5,000 foreign 
performances. The 17 major com- 
panies grossed a total of about 
$1,182,000. 

Breakdown of the $600,000 aid 
shows $187,500 to major com- 
panies; $37,000 to minor or second- 
ary outfits; $53,000 to the Italian 
Drama Institute for support of 
Italian repertories; $42,000 for for- 
eign tours; $30,000 for transporta- 
tion expenses in the form of rail 
deductions; $97,00U to resident the- 
atre groups; $73,500 for summer 
theatre festivals, including the one 
at Venice; $18,750 for university 
groups; $24,000 for drama schools; 
another $30,000 to the Italian 
Drama Institute, and $1,500 each 
in prizes to three top actors. Last- 
named this year were Alda Borelli, 
Tatiana Pavolova, and Alfredo de 
Sanctis. 


Besides those at Venice and Sira- 
cusa, six other open-air theatre fes- 
tivals were organized during the 
past season, and foreign tours 
brought Italian companies and rep- 
ertories to South America, France, 
Germany, Austria, Switzerland, 
Malta and Africa. 





Five Mex. City Legits Now 
Mexico City, July 22. 
Teatro del Caballito, intimate 
legit theatre, bowed Friday (18) 
with “The Idol,” satire of the Mex- 
ican pie industry, by Rafael Bernal. 
New house makes five legit thea- 
tres currently functioning here. 





By CPL. JESSE GROSS 
(On Leave from VARIETY) 
Amsterdam, July 8. 
Except for the advent of tele- 
vision, not yet a year old, show biz 
in Holland has been maintaining a 





| during the past few years. As for 
' television, the unreserved reaction 
here, in all cases, is that it will take 
a tremendous increase in capital 
and a lot more time before TV 
can hold forth as an acceptable me- 
| dium of relaxation, and as such a 
i threat to other entertainment out- 
| lets. 
is the little concern, if any, being 
| shown film distribs here over 
ithe 10 months of televising that has 
| already transpired. 

Major problem 
video, being a non-commercial en- 


terprise, is the lack of adequate | layed from England to France 


| coin. 


| fairly consistent level of operation | 


Video No Threat to Dutch Pix Yet; 
Hollywood Musicals Lead Boxoffice 


panies here not to distrit 
product to television prio 
atrical release. 
TV Pickups 
Best received tele shows io dat 
have been those picked yu the 
mobile unit. 


Dute any 
r to the- 


P by the 
Sports events. 


»} 

as football, swimming and ice 8 

| ing draw top response. The mobile 

| unit camera has also brought a live 

ice revue and circus to television 
audiences with good results. 

According to Siere Vv. p Zee 


Indicative of this attitude | 
|a possibility Zee noted that 


| 


confronting | of Queen Elizabeth next June 


} 


is to be subsidized by the govern: | 
| ment via a tax on each set owned. | in television setup in some of these 
|As yet this tax has not been put | countries it’s figured a straight re. 


linto effect, but is slated to begin | lay may be impossible. If so. 
in September of this year, at which | sibility under consideration is the 
time the medium will have been in| setting up of a TV camera 


operation for one year. 


be 35 guilders (almost $10) 


TV sets in use throughout Holland, 
most of which are located in bars 
and other public haunts. 


Lone television transmitter avail- 
able, which carries shows primarily 
to western Holland, is pooled by 
all four large radio-TV outfits, cur- 
rently broadcasting in Holland. 
These orgs, though subsidized by 
the government, are all privately 
operated and have some religious 
or political affiliation except AVRO, 
a neutral outlet. Other three are 
RKO (Catholic), NCRV_ (Protes- 
tant) apd VARA (Socialist). Also 
broadcasting, but on a small scale, 
mostly for religious services, is 
VPRO (Protestant). 

TV is confined to bi-weekly 
showings on Tuesday and Friday 
evenings. Video operation on 
those nights runs about two-and- 
one-half hours. Each station takes 
over the television reins for one 
night, thus allowing the individual 
outfits to put on an average of two 
shows per month. TV production 
facilities, for use of all the stations, 
include a small studio in a con- 
verted church and a recently ac- 
quired mobile tele unit. Programs 
offered generally consist of a play, 
a musical presentation with an 
orch and vocalist or a lecture with 
illustrated slides. Actors used are 
recruited from the legit ranks. No 
theatrical pix are shown as use of 
the celluloid product is too costly. 
However, Multi-Film Co., Dutch 
non-theatrical pic producing unit, 
provides newsreels for TV. Poly- 
goon, only Dutch outfit producing 
newsreels for theatrical distribu- 
tion has a deal with the film com- 








Legit Shows Abroad 


LONDON 
(Week ending July 19) 

(Figures indicate opening date) 
“After My Fashion,’ Amb’. (5-8). 
“And Se to Bed,” Strand (10-17-5)). 
“Bet Your Life,” Hippodrome (2-13). 
“Call Me Madam,” Coliseum (3-15). 
“Deep Bive Sea,” Duchess (3-6), 
“Dial M Murder,” West. (6-19), 
“Excitement,” Casino (3-8). 
“Gay Dog.” Piccadilly (6-12). 
“Globe Revue,” Globe (7-10). 
“innecents,” Majesty's (7-3). 
“Little Hut,” Lyric (8-23-50). 
“Lendon Laughs,” Adelphi (4-12). 
“Love of Colonels.” Wyn. (5-23-51), 
“Meet Callahan,” Garrick (5-27). 
“Millioneires,” New (6-30). 
“Much Ade Nothing,” Phoenix (1-11). 
“Paris to Piccadilly,’ Pr. Wales (4-15). 
“Relative Valve,” Savoy (11-28-51). 
“Reluctant Heroes,” White. (9-12-50). 
“Ranch in Rockies,” Empress (6-3). 
“Seagulls Sorrento,” Apollo (6-14-50). 
‘South Pacific,” Drury Lane (11-1-31). 
“Sweet Madness,” Vaudeville (5-21). 
“Under Sycamore,” St. James (4-23). 
“Water ot Moen,” Heymarket (4-19-51). 
“Winter Journey,” St. James's (4-3). 
“Woman of Twilight,” Vie. Pal. (6-18). 
“Zip Goes @ Million,” Palace (10-20-51. 
“Young Eliz..” Criterion (4-2). 
“Twe Gentlemen,” Old Vic (6-30). 


MEXICO CITY 


(Week ending July 
“Jane ts Girl,” Colon. 
“Life of Other,” Ideal. 
“Le Tortuffe,” Moliere. 
“Wet Backs,” Bolivar. 
“Edward's Sons,” Caracol. 
“Theodora,” Chopin. 


MADRID 


(Week ending July 12) 


“Devuelveme mi senera,” Albeniz. 
“Eva no salio del Paraiso,” Alcazar. 
“Les quatro beses,” Alvarez. 

“Gren Turism,” Calderon. 

“Day Night Madrid,” Comedia. 
“Samson and Lily,” Comico. 

“Two Millions for Two,” Fuencaral. 
“Imperial Violettes,” Lope de Vega. 
“Las maletas,” Guerrero. 

“This Way to Andaluzia,” Price. 
“Matrimonios en la luna,” Keina. 
“Piernas de seda,”“ Zarzucia, 





12) 





PARIS 


(Week ending July 26) 
“Amant Par Etege,” Casino. 
“Beauv Dimanche,” Michodiere. 
“Chanteur de Mexico,” Chatelet. 
“Comedians Boils,” Comedie. 
“Dislogues des Carmelites,” Hebertot. 
“Duchess D’‘Aigues,” Michel. 
“Gaillarde Aventure,” Potiniere. 
“Gay Paris,” Casino de Paris. 
“Jesus Le Callie,” Antoine. 
“Lysistrata,” Humour. 
“Marcel,” Bernhardt. 
“Occupe-Toi Minimum,” Palais-Royal. 
“Ombre Chere,” Edouard. 
“Oncle Vanya,” Theatre de Pouche. 
“Paris Gaiant,” Capucines. 
“Petite Femme Loth,” Montp,-Baty. 
“Plein Feu,” Empire. 
“Tete des Autres,” Atelier. 
“Vampire,” Grand Guignol. 
“Viotettes imperiates,” Mogador. 
‘Vrale Folie,” Folies-Bergere. 


SCOTLAND 


(Week ending July 26) 
“Happy Marriage,” King’s, Glasgow. 
“Pickup Girl,” Alhambra, Glasgow . 
oan Derothy A Son.” Lyceum, Edin- 


urgh. 

“Halft-Past Eight,“ Royal, Glasgow, and 
“a> Edinburgh. . 

“The Legans,” Metropole, Glasgow. 
“Mergan Show.” Pavilion, Glasgow. 


AUSTRALIA 

(Week ending June 13) 
“Te Dorothy,” Royal, Sydney. 
“Kiwis,” Empire, Sydney. 
“arms & The Man,” Mercury, Sydney 
“Seagulls Over Serrente,” Comedy, Mel. 
“Tourist Trade,” Royal, Adelaide. 
“See How Run,” Maj., Brisbane. 
“Tommy Trinder Show,” Tivoli, Mel. 
“Larger Than Life,” Princess, Mel. 
“Cassine,” Empire, Sydney. 
“Annie Get Gun,” Maj., Melb. 


IRELAND 


(Week ending July 19) 
“Brigadoon,” Opera House, Belfast. 
“Folies Francaise,” Empire, Belfast. 
| “My Wife’s Family,” Opera House, Cork. 
| “King Friday’s Men,” Abbey. Dub!in, 





b 











“King’s Rhapsody,” Gaiety, Dublin. 
“Three Sisters,” Gate, Dublin. 


BUENOS AIRES 


(Week ending June 12) 
“Mi Suegra,” Apoio. 
“Las lagrimas tambien,” Ateneo. 
"De Uspana Liega,” Argentino. 
“Cuande los Duendes,” Astral. 
“La Verbena,” Avenida. 
“Streetcar Nemed Desire,” Casino. 
“Flerence est Folle,”” Cervantes. 
“Miguel de Melina,” Comedia. 
“La Lempera Encendida,”“ Comico. 
“Bi Diablo en ef Telefono,” Corrientes. 
“Los Chices Crecen,” Liceo. 
“*.8," El Nacional. 
“Sepa Nicola,” Marconi, 
“Bodas de Sangre,” Odeon. 
“Tierra del Destine,” Pueblo. 
“Celos del Aire,” Empire. 
“Ledroncite,” Splendid. 
“Jezebel,” Lasalle. 
“Medea,” Nuevo. 
“Vendaval,” San Martin. 
“Hombres en mi Vida,” Smart. 
“Caprices,” Antigone,” Van Riel. 
“Oles Lienos de Amor,” Vers. 
“Le Verdad Eres Tu,” Pat. 


TOURING BRITAIN « 


(Week ending July 19) 
“Blue For Boy.” Hipp, Golder’s Green. 
“Brigadoon,” Opera House, Belfast. 
“Carousel,” Pavilion, Bournemouth. 
“Cosh Boy,” Hipp., Salford, 
“Fourposter,” King’s, Southsea. 
“Gay's the Werd,” New, Oxford. 
“Geodnight, Vienne,” Royal, Newcastle 
“Hollow,” Prince of Wales, Cardiff. 
“King’s Rhapsody,” Empire, Sheffield. 
: Kiss Me, Kate,” Court, Liverpool. 
‘Ladies Night.” Regent, Rotherham. 
“Lilac Time,” Royal, Bath. 
“Merry Widow,” Hipp., Coventry. 
“My Wife's Ledger,” New, Northamp- 
n 





ton. 
“Mavy At Sea,” Palace Pier, Brighton. 
‘Ne, Nanette,” Alhambra, Bradford. 
“Oklahoma,” New, Cardiff. 
“Quadrilie,“ Opera House, Manchester. 
“Stylish Marriage,” Empire, Sunderland. 
“White Sheep of Family,” Opera House, 
Cheltenham. 
“Werm’s Eye View,” Grand, Leeds. 





| 





| though, is that coin d 


AVRO’s video manager, plans 
in the making for Belgium to 
TVing into Holland. 


are 
start 
There’s also 
. . . tele- 
vision may be picked up in Holland 
from England and it’s hoped that 
this will begin with the crowning 


‘ ‘ Idea 
is fer coronation program to be re. 


. then 


Along with radio, television |to Belgium and from there to Hole 


land.. However, due to differences 


a pos- 


at the 


Tax will| breakoff point and resuming the 
per | relay by picking up the shows off 
year for each set owned. At pres-|a TV.screen and continuing it on 
ent there are an estimated 4,000 | its way via a new circuit. 


Also cited by Zee as an additional] 
detriment to the success of televi- 
sion is the poor press reaction be- 
ing given shows offered. It’s 
claimed by Zee that these bad no- 
tices have had a negative effect on 
the buying public. In addition, fact 
that TV sets sell at an average 
price of 900 guilders (around 
$250) is also keeping available 
product in the store windows. In- 
cidentally, all the television sets 
and parts sold in Holland are made 
by Philips, international concern, 
headquartered in Holland. 

Broadcasting operation, non- 
commercial and subsidized by the 
state by means of a one guilder 
(approximately 95c) per month tax 
on each radio set owned, functions 
via the use of two transmitters, lo- 
cated in the town of Hilversum, a 
short distance from Amsterdam. 
Airing time for each of the four 
major stations is limited to three- 
and-one-half days per week as the 
use of each of the two transmit- 
ters is divided on an equal basis 
between two stations. Air time 
needed by the smaller Protestant 
station is drawn from time allotted 
the larger operations. 

Radio time runs from 7 a. m. 
through midnite. Each station em- 
ploys its own orch, while a com- 
plete staff of contracted actors is 
pooled between all four stations. 
Most of the program staff for all 
stations live in Hilversum where 
transmitters and studios are locats 
ed. Town, which has a population 
of about 2,000 inhabitants, is 
known as “Radio City.” : 

Indicative of the type of pro- 
gramming offered in Holland are 
the statistics compiled by AVRO 
for its 1951 operation. According 
to Keese Post, AVRO producer, 
station offered 1,070 hours of light 
music, 520 hours of serious music, 
100 hours of opera and operetta 
and 864 hours of the spoken word. 
Last category takes in newscasting 
and dramatic offerings. 

2,00,000 Sets 

Included among the approxi- 
mately 2,000,000 radio receivers in 
operation in Holland is a sysiem 
whereby programs are brought into 
the home via special wires. These 
wires are connected to a speaker 
and pick up shows from England, 
Germany, Belgium and Holiand. 
Wire setup, besides being operated 
so as not to be dependent on ? 
transmitter for reception, also 
serves as a barometer of what the 
public is listening to in the way of 
radio entertaiment. If amount of 
power being used by the wire SYS 
tem during a certain period '§ 
heavier than usual, then it's ob- 
vious that programs being oftered 
at that time are getting strong lis 
tenership. However, since the wité 
setup is able to pick up four dif 
ferent stations it’s sometimes ee 
cult to determine exactly just whl 
show is getting the most attention. 

Pix Scene 

Pix scene impresses &s — 
okay with Statewide product or 
ting fairly heavy play in Hollan M 
Profit on pix hitting this — 
however, doesn't Geaerely bree 

j dvyantas®s 
high proportions. wae tate ‘de 
companies can be paid in dollar 
Operation of pix business here 

(Continued on page 13) 
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Co-Slow Sign on Brit. Pix Production 
Cued By Worry on Eady Fund Status 


By HAROLD MYERS 
London, July 22. 


The uncertainty prevailing over 
re of the Eady Fund which, as 


tu : 
te constituted, is scheduled 
to expire in August, 1954, is likely 


to lead to a go-slow in British pro- 
duction by next spring, unless its 
continuance is agreed within the 
next few months. Indie film-mak- 


ers who have succeeded in continu- | 


ing in business as a result of this 
boxoffice levy, can see no future in 
British production without the aid 
this government subsidy. 
4 number of more prominent 
independent producers have warn- 
ed the industry that they cannot 
plan beyond next March, unless the 
Eady scheme is extended on a 
more permanent, 
Subjects which are available for 
lensing in British studios will be 
put in cold storage and will remain 
there until the position is less ob- 
scure 

This attitude of the indies fol- 
lows the warning made earlier in 


ol 


the month by Reginald P. Baker | 


in his presidential address at the 
British Film Producers Assn. an- 
nual meeting, in which he declared 
that production would wither if the 
fund was not prolonged. He opined 
that this would lead to a very sub- 
stantial drop in British production 
after next March, which would not 
be in the interests of the industry 
as a whole, 

Ending of the Eady levy will not 
only make it more difficult for pro- 
ducers to recoup the investment in 
production, . but will once again 
tighten up finance to the studios. 
Banks and other investors have 
been freer with their money since 
the realization that the Eady levy 
added 50% to the distributors’ 
gross, thus enabling a red entry to 
be converted into the black 
column. 

The possibility, remote though it 
may be, that the subsidy may come 
to an end in 1954, is already caus- 
ing some anxiety to producers 
whose eurrent productions are 
scheduled for release in the latter 
part of next year. These films will, 
of course, qualify for the Eady sub- 
sidy until the following August, 


but they will not have exhausted | 


their boxoffice potential and will 
suffer a substantial loss of addi- 
tional revenue, 

It's not only the indie British 
film-makers who will be affected, 
but also the majors and the Amer- 
ican companies operating in Brit- 
ain, as the Eady Fund is distributed 
among all pictures qualifying for 
quota. Companies like Metro, with 
a big production schedule ahead, 
may face a substantial loss of ex- 
tra revenue, 

Withdrawal of the Eady levy 
would also make Britain a less at- 
tractive location for Yank-spon- 
sored films, and a number of pic- 
lures which might be diverted to 
local studios could readily be 
Switched to other film-making cen- 
(res in Europe, where there would 
be other advantages to counter the 
loss of Eady revenue. 


REGULAR GERMAN TELE 
POSTPONED TILL XMAS 


Berlin, July 15. 
Intereonnecting facilities _ be- 
tween cities of Hamburg and 





Cologne will not be ready in time, | 


So start of regular TV program- 
ming for Germany has been post- 
poned. It’s now scheduled for 
Xmas. Dr. Werner Pleister, TV 
director of Northwest German 
Radio, said, 

Probably due to the delay of the 
Ollicial TV start, the German Radio 
and Television Exhibition, sched- 
uled lor Aug. 22, has also been put 
of until further notice. Original 
Plan was to start both exhibition 
and regular TV program together. 


Hassal, Morgan Plays 





To Preem at Edinburgh 


Edinburgh, July 15. 


Cathleen Nesbitt, Heather Stan- 
d and Tony Britton are pacted | 


nar 


for Christopher Hassall’s historical 
play “The Player King,” set for 
De d preem at the International 
: ma Festival here Aug. 25. 
h ; ‘ul Seofield and Pamela Brown 
‘ead the east of Charles Morgan's 
oe . “The River,” also set for its 
ae d preem at the Lyceum, Edin- 
wel, Aug. 18. 


% 





definite basis. | 


Petersons Prep Vaude 


| Tour, BBC Radio Series 


London, July 22 

Wally Peterson, who last week 
quit the east of “South Pacific,” in 
which he 
Professor, starts a vaude tour on 
the Moss Empire Circuit next Mon- 
day (28), with Southport as his 
opening engagement, to be fol- 
lowed by dates at Glasgow and 


| Birmingham. His wife, Joy Nichols, | 


will be the headliner in these pro- 


| grams, but Peterson will be doing | 


| a solo act. 

Next Tuesday (29), the BBC will 
try out the first of a new radio 
| series featuring the Petersons un- 
der the title “Mr. & Mrs. Music.” 
This has been scripted by Denis 


| Norden and Frank Muir, and if the | 


| initial program clicks, it will be- 
come a regular feature of the BBC. 

Miss Nichols is negotiating a 
Palladium date for later in the 
season, and is likely to be featured 
| latter part of August or early 
September. 


Boff Biz For 


| 





Lisbon, July 15. 

Seasonal increase in number of 
provincial and foreign visitors has 
meant boff biz for the half-dozen 
Lisbon niteries still open. El 
Principe Negro and Tagide closed 
down until September and trans- 
ferred their orchestras to open-air 
places in beach towns. But the 
Arcadia has a hit with Cuban song- 
stress Carlisse Novo and a new line 
of Spanish dancers and singers. At 
the Cristal, the novelty of the mo- 
ment is Sandra Donati, a good- 
looking young Italian girl, well- 
dressed and with powerful pipes. 

Italian orch of Rino Castagna, 
featuring American warbler Johnny 
Miller, is at the Maxime, where a 
strong bill is headed by Pallares 
Pillar, and a Spanish song and 
dance team. There’s also the house 
orch of Jose Mesquita, with singer 
Manuel Serrano, 

Restaurant of the Estoril Casino 
and its niteries, Yacht Club and 
Wonder Bar, have a joint program; 
the five orchestras and artists alter- 
nating in the three spots from 8 
p.m. to 4 a.m. Various Portuguese 
acts appear each night and are 
frequently changed, while the for- 
eign contingent is headed by 
French songstress Suzy Solidor, 
Mexican singer Ana Maria Gon- 
zales, and Spanish orchestra of 
Mario Rossi, all under a month 
contract. 

Eduardo Magalhaes, director of 
A.P.A. agency, has booked the 
orchestra of George Johnson, fea- 
turing Canadian songstress Charley 
Gray, for three months, to appear 
in its sponsored radio shows, and 
at the Palm Beach nitery in Cascais 
and at the Casino of Espinho. Aliso 
booked for the summer are Ameri- 
can singer Carry Land; Brazilian 
comedian Broni; Spanish singer 
Vicente Lopes, to appear at the 
Nina nitery here, and Spanish song 
'and dance act of Nati Mistral and 
Juanita Cuenca. 


‘Ask Brit. Board of Trade 
To Nix Dubbed Foreign Pix 


London, July 22. 


Board of Trade is being asked to 
refuse the import of continental 
pix which are dubbed in their 
country of origin, and are im- 
ported into Britain with English 
| dialog. Protest has been made by 
the Assn. of Cine Technicians, 

In its protest to the BOT, ‘the 
union points out that all conti- 
nental countries have introduced 
protective legislation which pro- 
hibits the import of dubbed pix. 
It warns the government that un- 
less similar protection is operated 
here, ACT members will refuse to 
handle these films. All lab workers 
are organized in the technicians’ 
union and the threat would ap- 
parently imply refusal to process 
| prints. 








had been playing the | 


Lisbon Niteries 


After 2-Week Shutdown 


Mexico City, July 22. 
Teatro Iris, vaude-revue theatre. 
reopened Friday (18) after a two- 
week shutdown, with an extrava- 
ganza, “The Empire of Farce,” and 


| Mex Teatro Iris Open 


pean juggler; Dynamite Jefferson, 
Negro comedienne; Molin-Rubi (2), 
eccentric dancers; Andre & Del- 
| phine, ballroom dancers, and Brani, 
| Valenti & Pioldi, Italian comics. 

Esperanza Iris, vet comedienne 
|after whom house is .named, pre- 


sented a comedy skit opening 
| pines. her first stage appearance 
in years. Good biz at $1.15 top. 


Iris was dark for two weeks after 
$11,500 flop of show that Paco 
Sierra, Esperanza Iris’ husband, 
impresarioed, 





| Japan’s Show Biz Tax For 
| Year Hits $97,500,000; 
| Films’ Share Biggest 


Tokvo, July 15. 


Japanese film fans kicked in the | 


largest portion of the 35,000,000,- 
000 yen ($97,500,000) entertain 
ment and amusement tax collected 
by the government during the 
1951 half of the °51-’52 fiscal year. 

Taxes on admissions to amuse- 
ment places, including 167,870,000 
tickets to motion picture houses, 
amounted to 20,000,000,000 yen 
($55,000,000). Since these tax 
rates run from 40° to 100°%, a 
local finance committee survey dug 
|} Out its abacus and calculated that 


| the Japanese spent more than 100,- 
| 000,000,000 yen ($277,000,000) in 
| search of pleasure, proportionately 
‘as much of their earnings as 
Americans and Britishers spend on 
the same things. 

In addition to the millions of 
pasteboards sold at film houses, 
turnstiles clicked astronomically at 
other amusement centers: bicycle 
races, 6,780,000; horse races, 3,- 
780,000; dance halls, 2,790,000; 
amusement parks, 3,070,000; mah- 
jong parlors 2,120,000. Admission 
tax to these entertainments is tops, 
100%. Figures for pinball punch- 
ers, laiest Nipponese craze, are 
difficult to obtain, buit it’s said 
that there is one pin-ball machine 
for every 90 Japanese. 


100,000 eating and drinking estab- 
lishments, which include 25,000 
restaurants, 33,000 inns, 5,000 
cafes, 20,000 tea rooms, 2,000: bars 
and some 15,000 miscellaneous 
drinking stands and the like. 


VALLI, COTTEN TO TEAM 
AGAIN IN ITALO FILM 


Rome, July 15. 

Italian star Alida Valli has been 
signed to play the leading femme 
role in a pic for Lux Films and 
Film Costellazione. Producers are 
also inking contract with Joseph 
Cotten for the film, which will be 
made in Paris in September. 

Pic, entitled, “Angeli de Mar- 
ciapiede” (“Sidewalk Angels’), will 
also have Erich Von Stroheim in a 
lead role. 


Strong U. S. Flavor To 








Manchester, Eng., July 15. 
There’s a strong U. S. flavor 
| about stage shows here this week. 
| Alfred Lunt and Lynn Fontanne 
| opened tonight (15) at the Opera 
| House in the world preem of Noel 
Coward’s comedy, “Quadrille,” 





set in England and France of 
1873, with decor by Cecil Beaton. 

Laurel & Hardy are topping 
| vaude at the Palace Theatre. Stan 
Laurel has a strong local! interest, 
having been born at nearby Ulver- 


vaude feaiuring Bela Kremo, Euro- 


Remainder of 35,000,000,000 yen | 
tax take came from the country’s | 


with the author present. Piece is | 





} 
{ 





| maid, 


| ston, Lancashire, and still retains , 


his British nationality. At the Hip- 
podrome, Jane Morgan is making 
her British debut in variety. 

American invasion is being com- 
pleted Thursday night (17) when 
Danny Kaye entertains at the 
Winter Gardens Empress Ball- 
room in Blackpool. seaside .resort 
ifor this area. Jack Benny has 
'trained north to play a week's 
vaude in Glasgow. 


| 
| 


'end of September. 





Other Foreign News 
On Page 13 





‘Weather Aiding London Film Biz; 


‘Carrie’ Solid $7,800 First Week, 
Ivanhoe’ Sock $16,000 in Fourth 





Irish Show Biz Hypoed 
By U. S. Fleet Unit Visits: 


Dublin, July 22. 

Visits of U. S. fleet units to Ir‘sh | 
ports have hypoed entertainment 
biz above the midsummer norm, | 
despite shortage of coin among 
English tourists who come here 
from rationed Britain to enjoy un- 
rationed steaks. 

Battle-cruiser U.S.S. Macon, with | 
cruiser Des Moines and attendant | 
destroyers, were in Bangor Bay | 
recently. During week's stay local | 
terperies reported record biz. Air- | 
craft carrier U.S.S. Saipan with | 
destroyer flotilla has just conclud- | 
ed a Dublin visit. Here again terp- | 
ery biz was upped, but legit houses, 
particularly the Abbye, garnered 
coin from culture-conscious crew- | 
men. Bistros, whose receipts have 
so far been down this season, fol- 
lowing tax increases, also found | 
the goodwill visits paying off. 


Paris Legits Fold 
For Summer 


Paris, July 22. | 

Greater part of Paris legit | 
houses, except those with some ap- 
peal for the tourist, usually shutter 
from late July to September. 
Twenty-seven theatres have al- 
ready closed down, among them 
being the Athenee, Charles- De- 
Rochefort, Daunou, Fontaine, Gra- 
mont, Gymnase, La Bruyere, Made- 
leine, Mathurins, Noctambules, 
Monceau, Oeuvre, Studio De 
Champs-Elysees, Verlaine, St. 
Georges, Varietes, Vieux-Colom-| 
bier, Gaite-Lyrique, Bouffes-Pari- 
siens and the Europeen. 

Closing soon is the Ambassa-! 
deurs, to open in September with | 
a new Henri Bernstein play. The 
Atelier will close its hit Marcel 
Ayme play, “The Head of Others,” 
and reopen in September with the 
same play and cast. Comedie-Wag- 
ram will close this month until 
Aug. 20, when it reopens with the 
same occupant, the long-run “The 
Gift of Ardele.”” The Edouard-VII 
will reopen Sept. 25 with its same 
moneymaker, “Dear Shadow,” the 
Jacques Deval comedy hit. Nou- 
veautes comes back Aug. 23 with 
the Andre Roussin hit, with Gaby 
Morlay, “When the Child Ap- 
pears.’ Renaissance will reopen 
Sept. 25 with a revival of Moliere’s 
“The Doctor In Spite of Himself,” 
with Jany Holt and Robert Mu- 
zeau. 

Others reopening in September 
with same plays as July are the 
Comedie Des Champs Elysees, with 
the Jean Anouilh play, “The Waltz 
of The Toreadors;’ Michodiere, 
with the Jean-Pierre Aumont play, 
“A lovely Sunday,” starring Fran-| 








| cois Perier and Marie Daems; the | 


North of England Stage 


Potiniere, with “The Congress of 
Clermont Ferrand;” and the The-| 
atre Des Champs Elysees, which | 
will house the Marquis De Cuevas 
Ballet. 


London, July 15. 


Break in the weather at the 


| weekend gave first-run theatres a 


much-needed boxoffice boost, al- 
though several newcomers made 
disappointing starts. Most impor- 
tant grosser of the last stanza was 
M-G’s “Ivanhoe,” which reached 
almost $16,000 in its fourth Empire 
week, while at the adjacent but 
much smaller Ritz, their “Quo 
Vadis” clicked to a resounding 
$4.600 in its 24th round. 

Among the new West End én- 
tries, Paramount set the pace with 
a solid $7,800 for the opening week 
of “Carrie” at the Carlton, but two 
British offerings made a dismal be- 
ginning. “Castle in the Air” fell 
below $900 in its first three days at 
the Plaza, while “Something Money 
Can’t Buy” did around $2,500 in 
four days at the Odeon, Marble 
Arch 

Estimates for Last Weck 

Carlton (Par) (1128; 70-$2.15)— 
“Carrie” (Par) (ist wk). Opened to 
mixed critical appraisal and _fin- 
ished this round with steady $7,800 
Stays on. 


Empire (M-G) (3099: 55-$1.70)— 
“Ivanhoe” (5th = wk). Finished 
fourth frame with resounding 
$16,000, and did a very good $7,800 
in its fifth weekend. Completes this 
round and is followed by “Gift 
Horse” (B-L) (17). 

Gaumont (CMA) (1500; 50-$1.70 
—“Untamed Frontier” (GFD) (24 
wk). Netted steady $2,500 for sec- 
ond weekend after moderate $4,200 
opening week. Completes current 
stanza, to be followed by “You're 
Only Young Twice” (ABFD) (17). 


Leicester Square Theatre (CMA) 
(1753; 50-$1.70)—‘“Scarlet Angel” 
(GFD) (3rd wk). Grossed slightly 
over $2,000 third weekend after 
modest $3,000 in second round. 
“Penny Princess” (GFD) in on 17th. 

London Pavilion (UA) (1217; 50- 
$1.70)—“Thief of Damascus” (Col) 
(Ist wk). Opened to average biz, 
with around $3,500 first week. 
Stays a second round, with “Out- 
cast” (Col) beginning Friday (18). 

Odeon, Leicester Square (CMA) 
(2200; 50-$1.70)—"“The Importance 
of Being Earnest” (GFD) (3d wk). 
Holding firmly with more than 
$3,000 for third weekend. “We're 
Not Married” (20th) in on 17th. 

Odeon, Marblé Arch (CMA) (2200 
50-$1.70) — “Something Money 
Can’t Buy” (GFD) (1st wk’. Prov- 
ing only a mild attraction with 
around $2,500 in first four days. 
Continues. 

Plaza (Par) (1902; 70-$1.70)— 
“Castle in the Air’ (AB-Pathe) (1st 
wk), Critics unanimously knocked 
this; very poor first weekend take 
of around $900 for three days. Fin- 
ishes the week, to be followed by 
“The Sound Barrier” (B-L) (18). 

Ritz (M-G) (432; 90-$2.15)—"Quo 
Vadis” (M-G-M) (24th wk). Con- 
tinues as a solid grosser with ex- 
ceHent $4,600 this frame. Stays 
indef. 

Warner (WB) (1735; 50-$1.70)— 
“T’ll See You in My Dreams” (WB) 
(2d wk). Steady $4,100 in second 
weekend (three days) after average 
$8,000 for first week. “Where's 
Charley?” set as next attraction. 





Four theatres will be open for DISCATOR SETS TOLSTOY 


the summer — the Grand Guignol. | 


with its short plays of terror and | 


mayhem; Theatre De La Porte 
Martin, with a repertoire group 
under Jean Herve presenting Ra- 
cine and Moliere; Hebertot, with 
the successful Bernanos play, “The 
Diologs of Carmelites;” and -the 
Theatre Michael, with the comedy 
of the professor who found a mer- 
“The Seaweed Duchess,” 
with Gaby Sylvia as the mermaid. 





‘Vadis’ British ‘Vacation’ 
London, July 22. 
“Quo Vadis,” which has been 
running for more thah six months 
at the Ritz, is being rested until 
It was pulled 
irom the program last Sunday (20) 
and was replaced by ‘Ivanhoe,’ 
which has just completed five 
weeks at the adjacent Empire. 
Metro-British spectacle will con- 
tinue until Sept. 29, when “Quo 
Vadis” will return for an indefi- 


j nite run. 


‘WAR & PEACE’ IN PARIS 


Paris, July 15. 

| Erwin Piscator,, pre-Hitler Ger- 
man legit director, has arranged a 
deal with Jean Vilar, director of 
the government-angeled Theatre 
National Populaire, to stage a 
dramatization of Tolstoy's novel, 
“War and Peace,” here early in ‘53. 

Piscator has been operating in 
Hamburg for the past year, after 
returning from N. Y. 


cator staged a new play by Aus- 


trian playwright Fritz Hochwalder, 


“Virginia,” in Hamburg. Hochwal- 


der’s “On Earth as it Is in Heaven” 


is a click at the Athenee here. 
Adaptation of “War and Peace” 
made by Piscator and German 
novelist Alfred Neumann was pre- 
sented on minor scale at Piscator’s 
| New School in N. Y. 
production will call for a big cast 
and production. Vilar and Gerard 
Philippe, legit-pic favorite, will 
\ star. 


Recently Pis- 


Vilar-Piscator 
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RICHARD WIDMARK 
MARILYN MONROE .. 
DONT BOTHER TO KNOCK > 


with Anne Bancroff * Donna Corcoran * Jeanne Cagney 





Produced by Directed by Screen Play by 


JULIAN BLAUSTEIN * ROY BAKER * DANIEL TARADASH 








Only 20th Century-Fox delivers “THE GENUINE ARTICLE!” 


~ LIFE Magazine 
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subject to the jurisdiction of the 
Nederlandse Bioscopebond, associ- 
ation of all Netherland filmites. 
Membership in this org consists 
primarily of more than 400 exhibs 
and about 35 distribs, which gives 
the former group somewhat of an 
upper hand. However, in an effort 


to give the distribs a more equal | ' 
balance, two seats of the nine-man | Capitol and Columbia slicings not | 


Managing Board of the association |included in the latter category. | 
} 


have been allotted to the distribu- 
tors. Another four are occupied 
by the exhibitors and remaining 


WV Coverage De : 


waas Continued from page 1¢ =—, 


Stateside 
| leased with English lyrics. 





most $4). 


priced at 23 Guilders (about $6) 
Phonographs, for attachment to 
radio speakers and running at 
three speeds, cost approximately 
125 Guilders (about $37). How- 
ever records are only available at 
standard and LP speeds, with 





A healthy proportion of 
disks sold here are re- 
How- 


| Cooler Than Popcorn 


Mercury’s “Jazz At The | S27" | 
Philharmonic,” it's understood. is| American counterparts, have re- 


London, Juiy 22. 

Pek British exhibs, who for a long 
| time have been envious of the pop- 
revenue earned by their 


| cently been making a big pitch to 


13 Countries in Czech Pic Fete; 
20th's ‘Viva Zapata’ Lone U. S. Entry 





_boost icecream sales in theatres. 
Among the majors as well as in- 
dies this is becoming a valuable 
| Sideline, and during the lean sum- 
mer — mercer sales have 
occasionally brought in more than 
net ho. rena Dublin,” July 15. 
The inroads on icecream sales! Dublin's week-old newspaper and 
|made by exhibs are now causing} printing strike has deprived Irish 


Show Biz Carries On th 
Newspaper-Less Dublin 





the | concern among the National Union| show biz of ballyhoo outlet, but biz 


| of Small Shopkeepers, who are ac-| continues at a good level. 
cusing local theatre operators of| Irish Gdeon ran off a brochure, 


one is held by a prexy. 
Each of the major U. S. film}ly get a Dutch translation. A no-| 
companies distributes on the aver-;ticeable list of tunes put out by! cooling fans. 


age of 30 films yearly in Holland, | American indie companies are re- in its official organ, 


which are shown during the 40 
weeks of playing time allocated to 
American output. This 40 weeks is 
the. maximum time given to the 
screening of Stateside product with 
the remaining 12 weeks set aside 
for the showing of other imported 
pix. Holland, without a theatrical 
film-producing company of its own, 


ictures yearly from all shores. 
| eat advanced for lack of native 
film production is belief that aver- 
age gross taken in by pic, playing 
the approximately 400 houses in 
this country, could never make up 
for the cost of a celluloid presen- 
tation. 

Pix shown—in this country are 
usually subject to dual censorship, 
that of the Government and that 
of the Catholic Church. Top Amer- 
ican product shown here recently 
has been “Streetcar Named Desire” 
and “Room For One More.” 
“American in Paris” did good biz, 
but a rash of Hollywood musicals 
has cut into the b.o. take of that 
type film. However, Doris Day 
rates as a number one draw. Ger- 
man films are grabbing payees, due 
largely to the fact that the language 
is understood by a sizable propor- 
tion of Hollanders. English, for 
that matter, is also widely under- 
stood, especially in the big cities, 


| leased here under the French label, 
| Blue Star. 


Disks hitting the 1,000 
sales mark are considered good 
sellers, while everything over 
15,000 is rated as sock. 

Band business in Holland is some- 


| what similar to the States. A mini- 


imports, it’s understood, about 500 | 


mum of spots capable of supporting 
a big band make anything over a six- 
man combo a poor investment. 
Only possible way for a large mu- 


|sical group to thrive is via a radio 


contract. Disks put out by Ralph 
Flanagan, Ray Anthony and other 
American dante crews don’t have 
too large a following, due largely, 
Felleman feels, to the lack of 
proper huckstering on the part of 
the diskeries. 
Cabarets 

Of the bands currently playing 
in Holland a good number are con- 
fined to cabaret dates where a sex- 
tet is sufficient to answer the terp 
demands of the customers. In Am- 
sterdam there are a number of 
these cabarets which are excluded 
from the night club label due to 
their early, 1 a.m., closing hour. 
Foremost among these spots are 
the Extase and Hollywood, both 
of which tee off operations at 3 
p.m. In addition to a dance orch, 
shows usually consisting of three 
acts, singer, dancer and comic, are 
generally offered at these sit- 





as it’s believed to be among the) 
compulsory subjects taught in | 
school. 


There are a few art houses scat- 
tered throughout the larger cities. 
In Amsterdam a novel setup is the 
Kriterion Theatre, operated by 
Piet Meerburg and Paul Kyzer. 
House, except for managers and 
chief projectionist, employs only 
students studying at the two uni- 
versities in this city. Flickery was 
opened a number of years ago so 
as to afford students a means of 
employment to help finance their 
way through school. In addition 
to the arteries there’s also a Film 
League in Amsterdam which shows 
ix on the order of New York City’s 
lodern Museum, 


Of the more than 30 theatres in 
Amsterdam, about 10 are first-run 
houses. Almost half of the total 
number of theatres in this city 
show American product with Eng- 
lish dialog and Dutch titles. The 
Tuschinski, a 1,450-seater, is rated 
as city’s classiest house, with the 
1,600-seat City Theatre running a 
close second. City also has a news- 
reel hose, the Cineac. 


American Tunes in 2d Place 


Music-wise, Holland leans 
strongly toward American tunes, 
though Dutch pop rhythm rate the 
top-selling notch, according to disk 
jockey Pete Felleman, Jr. Broad- 
casting over VARA, Felleman is cur- 
rently country’s only record spin- 
ner whose show is patterned along 
American lines. Felleman, who’s 
been spinning disks for the past 
five years places the Brill Building 
output in the second best selling 
spot, closely heeling the ace posi- 
tion attained by the native pops. 

Top selling American recording | 
artists in this country are Doris | 
Day and Guy Mitchell. Frankie | 
Laine soared to a high level with 
his etching of “Jezebel,” while| 
trick disks in the Patti Page,| 
Johnnie Ray and Les Paul and) 
Mary Ford groove also draw an 
influx of buyers. Hillbilly sheet | 
music is 








acts. 


on the wane since 1950. Hawaiian | 


uations. . 

Except for three or four loca- 
tions, Amsterdam pulls: in its side- 
walks at 1 a.m. The few places per- 
mitted to operate past the 1 a.m. 
deadline rate the nitery tag. These 
clubs, which include the Femina 
(44 Club) and the Casino, usually 
open at 10 p.m., and shutter at 4 
a.m. There are some other early 
morning operations but these fall 
into the category of private clubs. 
Town is loaded with bars, a few 
featuring live musicians while most 
rely on coin machines for their 
tunes. For the Bohemian element 
locally there’s De Kreinj, while La 
Cupola serves as a hangout for the 
intellectual set. City also sports a 
Cotton Club and Quartier Latin. 
Latter advertises an international 
program. 

Legit Setup 

Legit setup here, except for two 
companies, is subsidized by the 
government and in some cases by 
the municipality. There are four 
companies currently being sup- 
ported by the taxpayers. Amster- 
dam has one group, while Rotter- 
dam and The Hague each have one. 
The fourth is solely a touring unit. 
All companies, though, take to the 
road at various intervals. Usual 
procedure is for each company to 
split up its personnel so as to play 
two different dates simultaneously. 
However, the same. show isn’t 
necessarily performed at the dif- 
ferent theatres being played. 

Actors needed for the various 
companies are contracted for a 
year and thus are guaranteed a 
pay check despite the possible 
presentation of a turkey. 

Approximately 12 plays are of- 
fered during the year by each com- 
pany. Recent American works 
produced here included “The Moon 
Is Blue,” “Death of a Salesman” 
and “Streetcar 
Practically all of Tennessee Wil- 
liams’ underg kings have been pre- 
sented here except “The Rose 
Tatoo.” Musicals, other 


Named Desire.” | 


the Shopkeepers’ Union claims that 
huge profits’ are being made in 
cinema icecream sales. 


Arg. Pix B.0. Off 
In Gen’ Slump 








!gentine productions. 
|Debe Morir” 


Buenos Aires, July 15. 

Local film industry’s determina- 
tion to grab off the best of the sea- 
|son’s playing time means that this 
week no less than eight out of 26 
first-run centrally located theatres 
|in Buenos Aires are featuring Ar- 
“La Bestia 
(“The Beast Must 
Die”) (Argentina Sono Film) has 
held for seven weeks at the Monu- 
mental, and ‘“Deshonra” (‘“Dis- 
honour”) (Interamericana) held for 
six weeks at the Gran Rex. Two 
other films, “Como Yo No Hay 
Dos” (“No Other Like Me’’) (Inter- 
americana) and “La Parda Flora” 
(“Dusky Flora”) (Libertador) were 
released this week. The latter teed 
off day-and-date at the Normandie, 
Premier and Roca, an unusual ar- 
rangement for a local production. 

Comparison between film grosses 
this time last year and those of the 
past few weeks shows that film 
business is also affected by the 
financial depression which has hit 
this country since last summer’s 
drought accentuated effects of the 
government’s economic policies 
Even though admission scales were 
hiked late in May, grosses are 
lower than they were, which means 
that the number of spectators has 
dropped. Last year’s top grosses 
were $184,690 for a 12-week hold- 
over of “Red Shoes,” $151,000 for 
a like period ef ‘Los Isleros” (San 
Miguel) and $125,690 for 17 weeks 
of “Domani e Troppo Tardi” (Ital- 
sud). No comparable figure has 
been recorded this year. ‘“Cinder- 
ella” (RKO), with 22 weeks at the 
Radar, grossed $102,695, and the 
locally-made ‘Deshonra’  (Inter- 
americana) 
grossed $60,720. 
(RKO) 
‘“Deshonra” figure, with around 
$64,790 for the same number of) 
weeks. 


nabe houses, through:one of the 
few non-striking printers. All print- 
ers handling posters, however, 
were shuttered. Film distrib’s post- 
ers were in considerable demand, 
but local offices here only carry 
small stocks, since normal demand 
is low. 

If strike continues into next 
month, theatres which normally ar- 
range advance booking will be in 
difficulties, as their stocks of tick- 
ets only run to early days of Au- 
gust. One show likely to be hit this 
way is. Variety Tent 41’s splurge 
for opening of Par’s “The Greatest 
Show on Earth.” 


Quota Defaulters Due 
For Parliament Quiz; 
M-G First-Run Target 


London, July 22. 

Hassle between a group of oppo- 
sition MPs and Board of Trade 
president over refusal of the gov- 
ernment to prosecute the Empire, 
Leicester Square (M-G's main 
first-run theatre) for quota default, 
will be continued in a full-dress 
debate in the House of Commons 
Thursday night (24). Debate will 
take place on the motion for~-ad- 
journment, and will not begin until 
the normal day’s business is con- 
cluded some time after 10 p.m. 

Main opposition spokesman will 
be Stephen Swingler and Woodrow 
Wyatt, both of whom have been 
pressing for strong government ac- 
tion against quota defaulters dur- 
ing past months, It was as a result 
of what they regarded as unsatis- 
factory replies received to their 
last questions some three weeks 
| ago, that they are staging this full- 
| dress debate. 
| Peter Thorneycroft, Board of 
| Trade prexy, has throughout the 
Parliamentary quizzings stood 
loyal to decisions of the Films 
Council, and has so far intimated 
that he has accepted all their main 
recommendations. Rumpus in re- 
gard to the Empire resulted largely 








| from the fact that Sam Eckman, 
is reputed to have! Jr.. MG chief in this country, was 
“Joan of Arc”! also a member of the Film Council 
has probably beaten the} which recommended that the Ers- 


pire shouldn't be prosecuted for its 
failure to attain the quota. 
It’s expected that the Commons 


It’s true that July last year, debate will deal with quota de- 
Argentina was still without any film faults on a broad front and will not 
material less than three years old,! concentrate solely on the Empire 
and distributors were down to re-| case. There will be particular criti- 
viving oldies, some of which cism levelled against other meme 
grossed better than they had years, bers of the Films Council who are 
before. This year there is plenty associated with defaulting the- 
of Hollywood material, but the pix | atres. 
released to date don’t seem to! 
carry the same punch as before. | 


“Joan,of Arc” and “Cyrano de Bt", ATKIN, CASSON TEAM TO, 
STAGE AUSSIE ‘PACIFIC’ 


important releases, and there are | 
Sydney, July 15. 


many more bestsellers like “All| 
About Eve,” “Adam's Rib” and) 
“Father’s Little Dividend” which Charles Atkin, general stage 
are awaiting playing time, ard manager for N. Y.’s “South Pacif- 
should be sock boxoffice. ic,” planes in here early August to 
direct a production of ‘South 
Pacific’ in«association with J. C. 
Williamson producer John Casson. 
“S.P.” is skedded to preem at 
His Majesty’s, Melbourne, Sept. 13, 
London, July 15. under the Williamson banner. 
Pictures made by the Children’s! Cast leads include Leonard 
Film Foundation, the cOMpany | Stone, David Welsh, Richard Col- 
which is financed out of Eady fund | Jette, Mary La Roche and Virginia 








ABFD to Distrib Pix 
Of Children’s Film Fdn.. 








than | through 
operas, aren't done in Holland due | Distributors. 
used to some extent, | to excessive coin needed and, in| the 
Felleman noted, by novelty-type| the opinion of one Amsterdam | Foundation. To insure widest pos- | 
Latin-American music still | jegit critic, the lack’of artists cap-| sible showing, the Foundation is 
has a large following, but has been | abie of performing in that vein. | asking the CEA to waive the nor- | 
Plays most done here, it’s under-| mal exhibitor bars, and the prod-| 


revenue, are to  be_ released Paris. 
Associated British Film 





Prague, July 22. 

Thirteen countries are partici- 
pating in Czechoslovakia's Seventh 
International Film Festival which 
got underway at Karlovy Vary 
(Carlsbad) July 12 and is sched- 
uled to wind up Aug. 3. Of the 13 
nations, eight are non-Communist. 

Festival is operated under the 
|slogan, “For Peace, For a New 
Man, For a Better Mankind.” But 
in contrast to this theme is a full- 





|ever, more popular numbers usual-| artificially induced sales by turn-| “For Your Entertainment,” sched-| length North Korean documentary 
ing up the heat and overlooking | uling attractions at all its city and | titled “Bacteriological Barbarians.” 


U. S. has alone entry, that of 
20th-Fox’s “Viva Zapata!” Britain 
lis represented by “Where No Vul- 
iltures Fly” (GFD), while France 
submitted three pix. They’re “Au- 
berge Rouge,” “Monsieur Fabre” 
and “La Nuit Est Mon Royaume.” 
Italy contribbed “Achtung, Ban- 
diti’ and “Roma, ll Ore.” 

Iron Curtain entries include 
three Soviet features, six full- 
length documentaries and three 
documentaries and three cartoons; 
} three features and two documen- 
| taries from China, two Hungarian 
features and a documentary, one 
North Korean feature plus two 
documentaries, and three features 
from East Germany. 

East German trio of pix, inci- 
dentally, are rated by observers as 
“typical anti-American” _ stories. 
“Das Verurteilte Dorf” (“The Con- 
demned Village’) spins a tale of a 
German village doomed to destruc- 
tion, to make room for an Ameri- 
can air base, and the steadfast re- 
sistance of villagers to the pro- 
ject. 

“Frauenschicksale” (“Women’s 
Lives”) is a color film comparing 
the position of femmes in western 
and eastern Germany. Third pic- 
ture, “Schatten Uber Den Inseln” 
‘(Shadows Over the Isles”) is a 
protest against the Danish govern- 
ment for allegedly preventing a 
doctor from fighting a dangerous 
epidemic. 

Festival committee, {n comment- 
ing upon the absence of a Vene- 
zuelan entry, charged that “the 
film artists of Venezuela were pre- 
vented from entering their contri- 
butions to this year’s festival by 
action of the Venezuelan govern- 
ment.” 





93 U.S. FILMS RELEASED 
IST HALF YEAR IN JAPAN 


Tokyo, July 15. 

During the first half of 1952, a 
total of 258 films were released 
in Japan, of which 112 were for- 
eign, 146 Japanese. 

American-made totaled 93, with 
Metro leading with 13. 

Of the Japanese films, 128 were 
new, and 22 were produced by 
indies,,such as Takarazuka, Shinet 
and Sogei, showing a marked 
advance among independent pro- 
ducers. 


Schreiber Lining Up Next 
20th Film in England 


London, July 15. 

Lew Schreiber, exec assistant to 
Darryl Zanuck at 20th-Fox, prior 
to returning to the U. §S This 
week set production of the com- 
pany’s next British feature. It 
will be filmed partly on location 
in the Mediterranean and com- 
pleted in a local studio. It will be 
the first British film to be made by 
the company since it completed 
“House on the Square,” starring 





Tyrone Power and Ann Blyth, last 
year. 
Production, titled “Single 


Handed,” will probable begin lens- 
ing in September. Michael Rennie 
and Jeffrey Hunter are mentioned 
for the leads. No director has yet 
been inked. 

It’s considered unlikely that this 
production will mark the reopen- 
ing of Denham Studios, which 








This is revealed in| 
annual report of the Anglo-Amalg., Nassour 


Deal for Six Pictures 


London, July 22. 
A deal for six co-production films 


first 


hulas rate some popularity. In the! stood, are of American and French | uct is to be made available to all | between Anglo-Amalgamated Film 


progressive vein Stan Keaton disks ' 
go over big with the “cool” set, | 
while Sidney Bechet’s waxings rate | 
as top sellers in the jazz market. -| 


Price on 10-inch standard platters! houses ranges from 800 to 900 layed until the fall. 
During year’s employment | on, it is hoped to maintain a regu- 


runs 4.30 Guilders (over $1). Long | 
Playing disks are still comparative- 
ly new and costly. A Decca 10- 
inch LP sells for 15 Guilders (al- 


origin. 


Theatre tab usually runs from controlled. 


4.50 to 1.50 Guilders (about $1.25 
to 35c). Seating capacity at most 


seats. 


performers, incidentally, are given, lar release every 
the opportunity to appear in a months. Taste for juve programs'| Amalgamated concluded a deal sue 


variety of roles. 


| 
| 


theatres, whether indie or circuit | Distributors and William Nassour 

| Pictures is to tee off with the lens- 
First two features have been! ing of “Street of Shadows,” star- 

completed but release is being de-| ring Cesar Romero and Kay Ken- 

From then. dall. 

Films will be made at Merton 

two or three) Park Studios, with whom Anglo- 


is analyzed in the report. Learlier in the year. 


| have been used by 20th-Fox for pre- 
'vious British productions. Studios 
,are expected to remain dark. 





‘TALES’ TOPS EIRE ‘51 PIX 
Dublin, July 15. 

Irish Film Society popularity poll 
on films shown in Ireland last year 
ifound “Tales of Hoffmann” at top 
| of the list. 
| “A Place in the Sun,” “American 
jin Paris,” “Lavender Hill Mob,” 
“Man in the White Suit” and reis- 
of Chaplin's “City Lights” 
q filled the other five places. 
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"BECAUSE: 


For the 4th year in a row M-G-M wins the 
Laurel Award of Exhibitor Magazine, voted 
“The Company that gives you the fairest 
treatment.” 


BECAUSE: 


In 92 Theatre-Trade-Shows-with-audiences, 
“IVANHOE?” is rated by exhibitors as the 
greatest box-office property of our time, 
exceeding even “Quo Vadis.” 


BECAUSE: 


“THE MERRY WIDOW” has been rated 
at Trade Shows as the new M-G-Musical 
delight, launching the Fall Season of Techni- 
color singing successes including ‘BECAUSE 
YOU'RE MINE,” “EVERYTHING I HAVE 
IS YOURS” and ‘“‘MILLION DOLLAR 
MERMAID.” 

















BECAUSE: 


Again in June’s Box Office Champs of M. P. 
Herald and in Variety’s box-office survey 
(reprinted in Time Magazine) M-G-M leads 
with two winners, “PAT AND MIKE” and 
“SKIRTS AHOY!”’ 


BECAUSE: 


“LOVELY TO LOOK AT,” the spectacular 
Technicolor hit, maintains M-G-Musical 
leadership at the box-office, a happy enter- 
tainment for summertime crowds. 


BECAUSE: 


The exhibitors of the nation who vote M-G-M 
‘‘Fairest Company” with “Best Product’ are 
Saying: 


MAKE MINE METRO! 
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Inside Stuff—Pictures 





While Paramount will pretty definitely ask for a tender of its stock | 


for retirement if the price drops to $20 or close, Par execs are of the 
opinion , 
pressure the shares have been feeling lately have largely resulted from 
false interpretation of prexy Barney Balaban’s action in registering 
some 38,000 shares he owns with the Securities & Exchange Commis- 
sion. This has been taken to mean he planned to unload them. 

Actually, according to Par toppers, it was only a teehnicality re- 
quired to meet SEC regulations and Balaban has no intention of selling. 
Opinion is : i 
renewed confidence in the stock will start pushing it up again. In 
addition, Par execs expect a lift from a demonstration now being shaped 
of the company’s 50%-owned Laurence Chromatic Tube. It can receive 
yideo in either color or black-and-white and can go into manufacture 
at once because it requires little in the way of strategic materials. 

Par toppers likewise expect a boost when the test run of their Tele- 
neter, a pay-as-you-see TV device in which the company also has a 

f-interest, begins in Palm Springs about next March. In addition. 
n the basis of product, an excellent second-half of the year is being 
anticipated, with an accompanying strengthening of the stock, unless 
seneral market conditions flop. 


Complaints by exhibs in the Los Angeles territory that they were 
forced to “pig-in-a-poke” bidding were partially refuted by George 
Smith, western sales chief for Paramount. 
they were asked to bid on films not yet tradeshown or reviewed in the 
trade press. They cited Columbia’s “The 
mount’s “Son of Paleface’ as examples. 
into a print shortage on “Paleface” but finally managed to get one and 
sent out notice of a special showing seven days ahead of the bidding 
deadline. Only two exhibs showed up for the screening. With Bob 
Hope, Jane Russell, Roy Rogers and Trigger in the cast, “Paramount 
had no trouble getting bids. 


Roxy, N. Y., which is in a sort of iimbo resulting from delays in 
90th-Fox’s scheduled June 28 divorcement, was offered a chance at 
Paramount’s “Son of Paleface,” but nixed the bait. House, when it 
passes from 20th ownership to that of the new, independent National 
Theatres setup, will undoubtedly get into a bidding situation for prod- 
uct, but is avoiding it as long as possible. It’s continuing to play 20th 
fare exclusively pending divorcement, which may take another three 
months because of tax technicalities. 

Had the Roxy reached for “Paleface,” it may have gotten into compe- 
tition for the pic with the Paramount, which now looks like it will get it. 


New reference work on Italian films is a publication released this 
week by Italian Films Export (IFE). Published in English by Unitalia, 


Rome, “Italian Cinema, The Post War Years,” is a comprehensive cov- | 


erage of the Italian film. It contains an analysis of the economic foun- 
dation of the industry, an evaluation of the comic film, the historic 
film, the musical and documentary. Two articles discuss co-production 
while screenwriter Cesare Zavattini has authored the preface. Pub- 
lication is being distributed by IFE to editors, exhibitors, distributors, 
eu 


——<+ 


Despite the needle administered to the industry by The New Yorker | 


in the recent series by Lillian Ross, some flacks feel that the mag’s 
attitude on pix, as evidenced by its reviews, has mellowed somewhat. 
Criti¢é John McCarten, they say, has been indicating a kindlier attitude 
lately 
Harold Ross. Ross was an outspoken hater of films. 

McCarten is said to be showing a tendency to like more pix than 
formerly and to be less snide and bitter about those he doesn’t like. 


Universal-International is using eight contestants in the recent “Miss 
Universe” beauty pageant to beautify two pictures. In ‘Mississippi 
Gambler” seven of them will make their screen bow. They are: Jackie 
Loughery (Miss United States), Judy Hatula (Miss Michigan), Carolyn 


Carlew (Miss Missouri), Valorie Jackson (Miss Montana), Ruth Mamp- | 


ton (Miss New Jersey), Renate Hoy (Miss Germany) and Jeri Miller 
(Miss Welcome to Long Beach). Making her debut in “Desert Legion” 
is Elsa Edsman, who took second place in the contest as “Miss Hawaii.” 


Edmund Grainger’s “Blackbeard the Pirate” is due for a lot of free 
plugging through the signing of Chester Hayes as one of the big, bad 
buccaneers. Hayes, who has a voluble role in the picture, is a wrestler, 
widely known on TV for his gab as well as his grappling. He will be 


heralded in wrestling arenas and on television as one of Blackbeard’s 
pirates. 


Award by the Lithographers National Assn. for the best display 
material manufactured in the past year has gone to Metro for the job 
done with “Quo Vadis.” “Certificate of Merit” was presented last week 
to Si Seadler, M-G’s ad chief. 
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Continued from page 7 a 








which point has already been over- 
ruled by the Supreme Court. 

_In Chicago, although Police 
Commissioner Timothy O'Connor 
Said that the banning of “The Mir- 
acle” was not due to its “sacrelig- 
10us” aspects, action is being taken 
'o upset the ruling of the local 
— censor board made last 
veek 

Police topper said the ruling was 
made under section of city code 


ted that Catholic action groups 
have asked them to “outlaw” pic- 
tures and only recently prohibited 
showing of a_ sex-education pic 
'which formerly had a permit and 
which had been playing in the 
county previously. Officials said 
that Catholic college and high- 
school students had requested the 
film not be shown. 


Board has had an abnormally 
high rate of rejection of pictures, 


that it won’t decline to that point. Belief is that the sharp | 


that as this fact beeomes self-evident with passage of time. | 


Theatre operators declared | 


Happy Time” and Para- | 
Smith explained that he ran | 


They date the change as following the recent death of editor | 


Censors Hit ‘Miracle’ Again | 


that bans any film that “portrays 


especially of foreign origin, nota- 


depravity ... or lack of virtue of a 
class of citizens of any race, color, 
Creed, or religion and exposes them 
to contempt, derision and obloquy.” 
Chicago censors voting for the 


bly Mexican. In most cases there’s 
no excuse given. 





| 


Lippert’s Dallas Branch | 


= 
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| | Tarleton Fest 
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theatre, Charles Schlaifer, former 
20th Century-Fox ad chief. spoke 
on mental health. Publisher Ben- 
nett Cerf headed literati contin- 
| Sent, which included poet Louis 
| Untermeyer and novelists Budd 
|Schulberg and Charles Jackson. 
Horace Sutton, Saturday Review 
travel editor, and this byliner, as 
travel ed of Esquire, filled-in au- 
dience on world-wide travel pic- 
ture. 

Current problems 
were discussed by Dr. Abram L. 
Sachar, president of Brandeis Uni- 
versity; Dartmouth professors Wing 
Tsit Chan and Chauncey Allen, Dr. 
Dudley Weinberg and Dr. Leon 
Kronish. Most serious part of pro- 
gram was illustrated talk on Hiro- 
shima by Dartmouth ‘physicist 
Frank H. Connell. 

Cultural Pitch 

Arthur Heintzelman, Boston 
| Museum Curator of Prints, brought 
| With him the museum’s Tou!ouse- 
Lautret collection; A. Hyatt Mayor, 
of the Metropolitan Museum of 
Art, put on display a collection of 


Currier & Ives etchings, and Wil-/} 


liam Gropper 
| sociated American Artists. 
Art Students League also dis- 
played a collection of oil paintings 
of Dmitri Mitropoulis and the N. Y. 
| Philharmonic during the festival. 

Musical highlights of the pro- 
gram were piano recitals of Adi 
Bernard and abbreviated versions 
of ‘Rigoletto’ and “Porgy and 
Bess,” sung by members of the 
|N. Y. City Opera Co., conducted 
| by Lee Shaynen and featuring 
| Lawrence Winters, baritone; Jan 
|Rubes, bass; Camilla Williams, 
Eleanor Knapp, mezzo- 
soprano, and Adelaide Bishop, 
| soprano. Dance recitals were 
| given by Marta Becket and Dean 
;Crane of the Ballet Arts of New 
| York. The Mark String Quartet 
|played throughout the festival. 
| Americana note was added by mu- 


spoke for the As- 


soprano; 


| sical program performed on decks 
|of a miniature Mississippi river- 
| boat, the Dixie Belle, tied up at 
| Tarleton pier. 


| pany, did “Blithe Spirit’’ and “Ac- 


|eent on Youth.” 

New Hampshire Senator Charles 
W. Tobey wound up festival with 
| survey of contemporary political 
scene. 

Festival was inaugurated three 
years ago by Walter Jacobs, front- 
man of the Jacobs family who own 
the resort, against the advice of 
hotel men who said summer vaca- 
tionists wanted only to get away 
from things, never would stand for 
having their brains agitated in the 
July sunshine. 

Jacobs thought differently, bas- 
ing his opinion on the Tarleton’s 
success over several seasons with 
its Rocking Chair Forums, at which 
Dartmouth College professors 


whatever was on their minds. 

Proof that Jacobs was right came 
in festival's steady buildup during 
past three years and fact that 
guests want reservations when 
festival is on. Jacobs, meanwhile, 
has emphasized entertainment as- 
pect by billboarding festival in 
ads in amusement sections of 
metropolitan papers and is now 
considering a festival reprise later 
this season. 

And Yankee neighbors of the 
Tarleton, listening to all the yakery 
which follows festival lectures, 
hitch up their convertibles and 
| drive away reflecting on the old 
days, when all you needed to run 
a New England summer resort was 
'a lake, a chef, a rhumba band and 
'a social director. 

} 








Aldrich As Chairman 
Of ‘Italian Films Week’ 


Winthrop Aldrich, president of | 


in education | 


The | 


Yankee Players, local stock com- | 


spoke to the hotel guests about | 


+> 


Circuit Execs Blame Distribs For 
- Top Pix Delay, Causing Downbeat Biz 








3,581 More Preferred 
Retired by Columbia 


Pursuing the policy of reducing 
and simplifying its capitalization, 
Columbia Pictures has retired an 
additional 3,581 shares of its $4.25 
cumulative preferred stock 

This reduces to 2,369 the number 
of shares of that issue now held by 
Col. 


$7,500,000 Bk. Loan 
Won't Affect Divvy 
Payoff by 20th-Fox 


Conditions of the $7,500,000 loan 
agreement entered by 20th-Fox 
and a quintet of banks appear 
easily within reach and will have 
| no bearing on the film outfit’s 
| dividend payoff to stockholders on 
| the basis of the present financial 
| setup. 

Under the deal, 20th agrees to 
| keep its current assets in excess 
| of current liabilities by $25,000,000. 

As concerning the ratio, the cur- 
| rent assets must measure 250° of 
| the liabilities. 


Last annual 
| 20th, 
current assets 
| against liabilities 
| representing a difference of $66,- 
| 046,121. Figures apply to film 
operations, as apart from domestic 
|theatres which now are being 
| divorced. The ratio of assets over 

| liabilities was close to 500°. 


| Film corporation disclosed that 


| $7,000,000 of the total 


' 





report issued by 


of $83,145,301 


issued under a credit 

| which dates back to 1947. Balance 
of $500,000 will be added to the 
working capital. 

Deal was set with the five partic- 
ipating banks in these amounts: 
Chase National, $2,400.000; Bankers 
| Trust, $2,100,000; Bank of America 
| National 
| $1,200,000; 


} 


Manufacturers’ Trust, 


$1,200,000. and Chemical Bank & | 


Trust, $600,000. 

| Notes issued by 20th for the new 
‘capital bear interest at 344% and 
| the principal amount is to be paid 
| off in installments up to June 30, 
| 1957. 








| Schary Stresses | 


Continued from page 3 


| “sad-eyed predictions.” In the last 
three years there have ben more 
$5,000,000 grossing pictures than 
in the first 45 years of picture pro- 
duction. 
Television's 
|gerated because 
| to keep looking at TV all the time 





any more than they are going to! 
stay in motion picture theatres all 


the time.” the producer stated. 
Asked about the Lillian Ross- 
New Yorker series which took a 
‘swipe at Hollywood and Metro, 
Schary told that Miss Ross prom- 
ised it would be an “upbeat” story, 
claiming she said the magazine was 
| losing readers because of the typi- 
cal New Yorker style of its other 
stuff. “But I was fooled 100%.” 
Schary said. “I was naive, gullible. 
I was a dope.” He charged the ar- 
| ticles contained misquotations, in- 


a 


deat 
; Charge is that the film companies 
} are guilty of having held back top 
|product in the second calendar 


covering 1951, showed total | 


of $17,099,180, | 


borrowed | 
will be used to pay off in full notes | 
i agreement | 


| Sales chief would have 


Trust and Saving Assn., ; 


| of 


inroads are exag- | 


Some top circuit @xecs are now 
pinning the blame for recent down- 
finances on. the distribs. 


quarter and in the early part of 
July. 

Leonard Goldenson, United Par- 
amount Theatres prexy, summed it 
up this way: “Due to seasonal fac- 
tors the second quarter reflects the 
usual downturn in our business 
This year, however, the decline was 
more pronounced than in previous 
years since the quality of film re- 
leased ‘n May and June of this 
year was poor compared to the 
product at the same time last year.” 

As for July, exhibs are burned 
over the distribs’ hesitancy on re-« 
leasing important pix in competi- 
tion with radio-TV coverage of the 
Republican National convention in 
Chicago. As it turned out, the po- 
litico conclave proved no b.o. detri- 
ment at all. 

Theatremen in high places point 
up the b.o behavior during the 
first half of this month as particu- 
larly significant Grosses, it was 
said, in many cases were about 
even with last year’s revenue. How- 
ever, a marked improvement wou!d 
have been experienced if the cali- 
bre of this year’s releases matched 
the output of last year, the circuit 
men added 

Asked Emergency Meeting 

Walter Reade, Jr., head of the 
Theatre Owners of America exhib- 
distrib relations committee, and 
Wilbur Snaper, president of Allied 
States, recently asked <A, W. 
Schwalberg, Paramount’s top sales 


;}exec and chairman of the national 


distributors committee, to call an 
“emergency” meeting of his group 
wnent product." The two theatre 
org officials, both of whom operate 
circuits, complained that only two 
important pix were on the July re- 
lease skeds, whereas a flock of big 
films were listed for August. 

Schwalberg’s reply was that each 
to be ap- 
proached individually, that no ac- 
tion could be taken by the distribs 
on a joint basis. It's understood 
that Reade thereupon pressed fot 
the product “relief” via a direct 
call upon Schwallberg but no 
changes in Par’s releasing sked 
were made, 

The general decline in theatre 
biz was seen reflected in UPT's 
earnings for the second quarter, as 


| estimated by Goldenson in a letter 


to stockholders this week. The 
consolidated net slipped to $1,- 
459,000 for the 1952 period, in- 
cluding $921,000 in capital gains. 


‘This compared with consolidated 


profit of $1,983,000, including 


$854,000 in cap gains, for the sec- 


on quarter of 1951. 


Earnings for the first six months 
1952 amounted to $3,508,000, 
including $1,165,000 in cap gains, 
$1.11 per common share. First 
half of 1951 brought a consolidated 
net of $4,594,000, including $1,- 


“nobody’s going | 186,000 in cap gains, equivalent to 


$1.49 per share of common stock. 





Ky. Exhibs Fete Crowe 
Upon Taking Judgeship 
Louisville, July 22. 
Kentucky Assn. of Theatre Own- 
ers on Thursday (24) is tossing a 
testimonial and birthday dinner to 
the organization’s retiring prexy, 
Guthrie F. Crowe, who's been 
named U. S. District Judge for the 
Panama Canal Zone. Event will be 
held at the Stagg Distillery Club- 
house, Frankfort. 
Crowe became KATO head fol- 


verted quotations, inventions, and : 
added that a lot of people wrote to lowing his discharge from the 
the studio asking where they could Navy in November, 1945. His suc- 
see “Red Badge of Courage.” The cessor is Ralph E. McClanahan, an 
articles were a case history of the | exhibitor from Irvine, Ky. Recently 


ban were Mrs. Jeanette Van Volk- 
enburgh, J. F. O'Halloran, Mrs. 
Beatrice McGill and Mrs. Edith 
Joyce. The lone dissent was made 
by William A. Foust. Appointment 
to the board is political. 
_American Civil Liberties Union 
‘t representative Ed Myerding 
Said that immediate steps would be 
taken to bring the ban to court 
action, Joseph Burstyn, distributor 
os the picture in the U. S., has been 
oe of the decision of the po- 
'ce censor board, and it is likely 


that he will take the same meas- | 


ae 4S he did in New York and 
ashington, which brought remov- 
al O1 the film's ban. 
Police here have frankly admit- 


Bought By Beiersdorf 
Dallas, July 22. 


| Robert L.  Lippert’s Dallas 
branch, the first outlet to be un- 
loaded in the producer-distributor- 





the Chase National Bank. N. Y.., 
has accepted the honorary chair- 
| manship of the sponsoring commit- 
|tee of “Salute to Italian Films 
| Week.” 

“Films Week” is being organized 


| making of “Badge.” 
In a question and answer period. 
| Schary also said that “experts tell 
me Phonevision can't succeed now, 
| and it wil! be a long time before 
the bugs can be worked out 


|exhibitor’s plan to sell his 26 ex-| by a number of cultural, educa- | Foreign business is very good, re- 


|changes, has been purchased by 
|'Herman Beiersdorf. His takeover 
| includes the Lippert Pictures fran- 
|chise for the Texas territory. Lip- 
|pert had operated his own exchange 
here since 1949 while Beiersdorf 
acted as midwest district manager. 
| Lippert’s local branch, under the 


|tional and social leaders in the 
;U. S. as a “tribute to postwar 
Italian pictures.” 





New Gen’l Service Delay 
Los Angeles, July 22. 


turns are up.” 

| Asked about how studio can pick 
proper story subjects so long in 
| advance of actual release of films, 
ihe replied: “I've got a confession 
| for you. You don’t’ anticipate; you 


elected KATO directors are Ned 
Greene, Leon Pickle, C. R. Buechel, 
W. D. Aspley, J. Van Snook, Gene 
Lutes, L. O. Davis, W. T. Cain, Jr., 
Mrs. O. J. Minnix, Harold Sliter 
and E. L. Ornstein. Holdover di- 
rectors are Jack Keiler, W. E. 
Horsefield, D. Irving Long, C. K. 
Arnold, Tom Hill, McClanahan, 
Joe Isaac, Dick Martin, Charles R. 
Mitchell, Andy Anderson and Fred 


| J. Dolle. 


Aside from McClanahan, other 


Referee in Bankruptcy Benno M. | guess. You have to try to deter- new officers include E. L. Ornstein 


|Brink has granted another exten- 


| mine when the public’s interest in 


franchise held by the Herman|sion of time in the settlement of | one cycle is waning, and what the 


| Beiersdorf Distributing Co., will 
continue to operate with the same 
| salesmen, bookers and office force. 


‘the financial affairs 
| Service Studios, this time at the 
| request of the Bank of America. 


of General! next cycle will be. If you guess, 


right you keep your job. If you 
| don’t—they bring in Zanuck.” 


and Gene Lutes, veepees; J. E. 
Isaac, board chairman, while Cliff 
Buechel and Neli Borden continue 
as treasurer and secretary-ass't 


j treasurer, respectively- 
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Changes to Meet 
Competish Listed 


By Canada Exhib 


While film theatres have no 


equal as disseminators of mass en- | 
tertainment at a reasonable price, | 





Louis Lazar Group Buys 


Schine Theatre Affiliate 


Buffalo, July 22. 

Darnell Theatres, Inc., a Schine 
Theatres affiliate operating 19 the- 
atres in New York, Ohio, Ken- 
tucky, Virginia and Maryland from 
headquarters in Buffalo, was sold 
this week to a group headed by 
Louis Lazar, formerly v.p. of Para- 
mount Theatres in charge of in- 
ternational operations. of Para- 
mount theatres in Paris. 

The company will be renamed 


they will be in a better position to! Lazar Theatres, Inc., and will con- | 
face competition and the future if|tinue its headquarters here with | 
a number of adjustments are made,| Lazar at its head. Elmer F. Lux, | 
according to N. A. Taylor, prez and |ormer v.p. and general manager 
managing director of Twinex Cen-| of Darnell, will continue in that | 
tury Theatres Corp. Ltd., which} position. 
operates over 70 houses in Ontario.| Purchase 
In New York last week on a brief | closed. 
business junket, Taylor outlined a| 
four-point program which, he said, 
should keep the wickets humming | 
in months to come. Firstly, he said, | 
a more consistent flow of better | 


price was not dis-| 











Continued from page | aaa 


take whatever they are fed by the 
nets. 

O’Neil, prez of General Tire & 
Rubber who is currently on the 
Coast, reportedly had the celluloid 
network idea in mind when he 
acquired WOR from the Macy’s- 
Bamberger interests several 
months ago. Questioned at that 
|\time as to whether he was plan- 
ning to start another video net- 





|work, he said that he was not 
planning one “in the classical | 


style.” He reportedly believes that 
the fact that vidfilms, eliminate 
costly networking facilities charges 
is another factor in favor of his 
idea, under’ which 


wins.” Sponsors pay less for their | 
TV advertising and the stations | 


Far-Flung Affiliations 





“everybody | 


pictures from producers is required 
and at the same time exhibitors | 
must roll up their sleeves to pro- 
mote their film fare with the pub-; 
lic. 

Other points include correction | 
of overseating and a need for a! 
revolutionary, new industry im-| 
provement such as third-dimension 
films. “There hasn’t been anything 
really new in the business,” Taylor | 
observed, “since introduction of | 
sound some 25 years ago, with the | 
possible exception of a greater use | 
of color pictures.” 

As far as “better pictures” are 
concerned, Taylor declared, “I 
don’t say that there haven't been | 
some good ones in the past but | 
these must be delivered more 
often. The exhibitor, too, is at 
fault for he’s grown complacent | 
due to lush business in the postwar 
years when customers used to 
break down the doors. 

“Now with television on the hori- 
zon, stockcar racing, night baseball 
and lacrosse leagues already offer- 
ing competition to the boxoffice | 
the Ontario exhibitor will merely | 
have to work that much harder. 
Drive-ins are another problem, for 
they definitely compete with con-| 
ventional theatres.” 

Although the Canadian govern- 
ment hasn’t launched its own tele- 
vision stations yet, Taylor em- 
phasized that the effects of video 
on the b.o. have been evident in 
areas that can pick up stations in 
Detroit or Buffalo. “While TV is a 
very strong, competitive factor,” 
he said, “I don’t consider TV as 
the death-knell for the industry.” 

Taylor also indicated that per- 
haps Ontario theatremen won't 
have too much to fear from video 
in light of a $15 annual licensing 
fee which the government report- 
edly plans to levy upon set-owners. 
Even though stations will be oper- 
ating in Toronto and Montreal next 
year, he’s inclined to think that the 
average man—whose yearly enter- 
tainment budget runs not much 
over $50—will exercise caution in- 
sofar as buying a set is concerned. 

Touching upon the “lost audi- 
ence,” Taylor revealed that about 
40 of the company’s theatres would 
use “Curtain at 8:30” this fall, 
compared to 30 last season. De- 
vised by his wife, Yvonne, ‘“Cur- 
tain” is a technique in which a 
theatre screens an art-type picture 
or some other quality film at a 
reserved-seat performance in a dig- 
nified atmosphere. 








aaa Continued from page 7 Game With the number of ties O'Neil 
. ee ' : |already has in broadcasting, it’s 
ree og pm ge pang PoE that the basic GTS net- 


tor of the censorship division, were | WTk will fall rapidly into line. 


ito view the film last Wednesday |!" addition to the Yankee- web 


(16) night | (WNAC-TV, Boston) and WOR-TV, 
¢ : |he also recently acquired the Don 

Both were in the theatre, but | Tee system on the Coast. Fact that 
when the time came for the news-| wor is one of the major share- 
reel, Wile walked out on the stage | polders in the mutual web, more- 
and announced there would be NO| over, forms the basis of a close 
showing, because Hissong and | aniance with WGN and WGN-TV, 
James S. Abrose, Cincinnati branch | Chicago Tribune stations, which 
manager for Warners, could not} ajcso own a large share of Mutual. 


agree on who was to be named in| OyNnei] has also been closely allied | 
with George B. Storer’s Fort In- 


the warrant. Hissong insisted that 
Abrose be named as defendant, | qustry stations. 


and the latter wanted the corpora-|_, % Bt ’ 
tion named, As a result, there was | Tentative plans call for GTS out- 
jlets to program live, as well as 


no violation in Columbus and war- | Paty h lett 
rants could not be sworn out | lm shows, but the Pg ct par 
against the other theatres in Ohio be put on film. Outfit will bank- 
which that night were also show-| Tl! production of a number of 
ing uncensored reels, because no | )@lf-hour vidpix packages, with the 
representative of the board saw | ¢*Pectation that most of the film- 
the non-approved footage until |/9& Will be farmed out to indie 
Lamb showed up in Toledo Thurs- | Producers on the Coast. Under the 
day (17) night | incorporation papers filed in Wil- 

In the squabble over the issu- | Mington, Theodore C. Streibert is 
ance of the warrant, Hissong de- omed =. re Me gpa Page Por age 
clared that the censor body does | *2#™es 0! ho al stock, Usted at 
not propose “to be dictated to by |"° Par value. 


any film distributor or film com- 
Bevhilis Exhib 


pany on enforcement of the cen- 
Continued from page 5 











sorship law or any other activities 
of the division of film censorship.” | 
Cleveland Showing | 
The Lower Mall, Cleveland, | 
showed uncensored newsreels from | Of the New York reviews and busi- 
Universal starting last Wednesday | ess elsewhere. It balked when the 
(16) night, and the Park, Cincin- | film was screened for the thea- 
nati, did likewise with film from | tre’s execs. The theatre, a Beverly 
Metro. Showing of a seal-less} Hills art house, has a large film 
Paramount reel at the Palace, | Colony clientele. 


Youngstown, was postponed. Earlier, Hecht, ired by the thea- 




















Toledo Hearing get a chapce to earn more money. | 





Amusement Stock Quotati 
For the Week Ending Tuesday (22) 
Weekly Weekly Weekly Tues. Net. 
Vol.in High Low Close Change 
100s for week 
N. Y. Stock Exchange 
UT. cit lb Bat Us Oe Seer | 10148 954 10 — 
CBS. TR asic esc csae rea 354% 34 34 = % 
CBS, “B” PONT CTT T OR 34% 34 34 
Cal: Pit. cxasayons aE ee 1l% 1154 115% — % 
MORIN sc fac cca ce keweeeoas sae aie Rss oh 
ooeowes 9 “Yt 8 4 — lg 
a ms fs ine ime 
SO. Shia dgeassaek 130 22% 21% — 22H 
SN ui Newseeues 84 3258 32 32% — 16 
Eo cies sca Bee deds Saree CU 
| RKO Pictures............ _ oe a va —\% 
| RKO Theatres........... 25 37% 334 7 
‘ V8 VY 33% — 
Republic 6040860808: 6 97% 034 97% 36 
Rep., pfd ece creer eee eeeece 85 15% 15 15 ae 
| sis Sa bide oe 83 1414 1334 14 
| Un. Par. Pn tab anne aee 45 1344 123% 12% in th 
| UMllv......scccccccvecnese 3.7 64 63 64 +2 
Li 2. Se 57 1238 12% 12% — 1% 
SR ee oc ieee ean . — 7814 763% 775% + ly 
N. Y. Curb Exchange 
er a, ae 68 15% 15 153% — % 
BRORUMTOE. J... 00. Paes 11 31% 3 3 
Technicolor.............. 16 22 2138 213% — 3% 
Over-the-Counter Securities Bid Ask 
Cinecolor ar es ere reer ee 148 158 
Chesapeake Industries (Pathe)....... oes 2 414 
VU. A. De ees. oS kk ne reer 412 5% — 14 
Walt Fee 6c e MA PEEES ob dtd cacaccess 7% 8 — 
(Quotations furnished by Dreyfus & Co.) 











| Com'l Films $42,000,000 Biz 


| - Continuea from page 5 
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|Commercial outfits, majority of 
which headquarter in the east, 
| maintain that although Hollywood | popular price. He compares these 
lis far ahead in making program-/to the type of radio shows that 
ming-type films, it lacks the know-| emanated from New York when 
how and training to produce the | the big airers moved to the Coast. 
highly-technical commercial, in-|The east, he opines, will become 
| dustrial and educational pix. These | more and more important as vid- 
pix, they point out, require writers | film programming center because 
|with a penchant for research, | of the presence of varied types of 
knowledge in dealing with accounts | actors and writers in the eastern 
and ad agencies, and experts who | zone. 

fully understand the inner work- | 


; |  'The film business as 
ings of industrial and commercial |; ,own it in the past will be sur- 


corporations. passed,” Lowendahl says, “but it 
Hollywood's invasion of their do- will require new concepts in 
main, planned or otherwise, ap-| adapting to the new medium.” 
parently has led to the movement | 
among eastern producers for the | 
construction of a super vidfilm | . 
and commercial film center in the | 16m Conspiracy 
New York area, preferably in Man- | | 
hattan. Toppers of the eastern | aaa. Continued from page} coe 
companies have been holding a|Government action against the 


films, but these will be the type of 
shows that can be turned out at a 








we've 


























RKO’s 150 Skidoo 
RKO homeoffice in New York | 
has a new formula determining | 
when employees may be released | 
from their chores on unusually hot | 
days. | 
The RKO-ites are permitted to 
leave at 4 o’clock in the afternoon 
if the mercury reading and .per- 
centage of humidity total 150. - 











Surprise Defender 
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little tilt in prices when he had an 
unusually big production on his 
screen that his patrons really want- 
ed to see?” 

Allied editor’s own conclusion 
was that “probably ... the wisdom 
of advanced prices can only be de- 
termined by local conditions and 
should be left entirely to the dis- 
cretion of the exhibitor who knows 


his own community. We hope that | 


the sales policies on ‘Ivanhoe’ and 
‘Hans Christian Andersen’ will per- 
mit this choice.” 

Threat that “Ivanhoe” (Metro) 
and “HCA” (Goldwyn-RKO) will 
be sold on hiked-admish policy has 
led to the ATOI bulletin’s com- 
ments. * | 


Agreement on serving a warrant /|tre’s refusal to show the film, | series of confabs with city officials, 


on the film company or the film- 
ery’s rep still has not been decid- 
ed. 20th-Fox, distrib of the reels 
shown at the Westwood, Toledo, 
hasn’t yet been served with any 
papers. 

At the Westwood, the newsreel 
was headed with the bold caption, 
“Uncensored Newsreel,” and was 
followed by a trailer explaining 
Smith's viewpoint, that “We be- 
lieve with the Supreme Court of 
the U. S. that motion pictures are 
entitled to the free press and free 
speech guarantees of the Constitu- 
tion.” The trailer also explained 
why the newsreel was being shown 
deliberately without the Ohio cen- 
sorship seal. . 

The film then showed scenes of 
the recent Republican convention, 
a new Navy dirigible, slum clear- 
ance in Norfolk, Va.; U. S. sailors 
visiting Torquay, 


sports shots. Several in the audi- 


ence were disappointed, expecting | 


more sensational type scenes, ac- 
cording to Lev A. Schaeffer, West- 
wood manager. He said a woman, 
after seeing the film once and part 
of a second time, asked when the 
theatre was going to show “that 
film.” Informed the uncensored 
film then was on the screen, she 
exclaimed, “Is THAT what they are 
raising all the hullabaloo about!” 

Lamb showed up in Toledo un- 
heralded. After watching the news- 
reel and the main fature, he went 
to the lobby of the Westwood and 
discussed with Smith the legal ac- 
tion to follow. Upon Smith’s ar- 
rest, he was released on his own 
recognizance. A search warrant 
Was issued and the uncensored film 
was surrendered to police by the 
Westwood manager. 

Smith and 20th-Fox plan to plead 
innocent to the charge, on grounds 
Ohio’s censorship law in unconsti- 
tutional. If found guilty, exhib 
and distrib could be fined $500 for 
each time the uncensored reel is 
shown. Ohio censors have never 
banned a newsreel since the law 
was enacted in 1913, and have cut 
only one in recent years, a shot of 
a girl in a brief bathing suit on the 
French Riviera. 


blasted Hollywood for “trying very | and progress to date has been de- 


film industry. 
In addition to the demand from 


England, and) 


out of theatres. Hecht was inter- 
viewed by telephone from New 
York by Larry Finley for the lat- 
ter’s KFWB program. Interview 
was pegged on the pending litiga- 
tion over the cancelled booking. 

Film, which has been attacked 
as lampooning Hollywood, got top 
notices and attracted big business 
in N. Y., Hecht contended, and the 
efforts to bar it here are “omi- 
hous.” 

“When. you're trying to serve 
the public,” he declared, “you 
write about the funniest things you 
know, and almost the funniest 
thing I’ve ever found in my wan- 
derings is Hollywood. Much fun- 
nier than political conventions or 
religious revivals.” 

















| 
Title Exclusivity | 


Continued from page 7 








son in that country in the technical 
legal sense.” 

That part of the decision which 
was seen as especially significant 
concerned the validity of using 


that “even if the title of the plain- 
tiff's book were ‘High Treason.’ 
which it is not, he would have great 
difficulty in showing any exclusive 
right to the use of those two 
words.” 

It was also noted in the opinion 
that “High Treason” has been used 





|as the title of five films, one play | 


;}and at least five books in recent 


years. The word “treason” has! 


been used alone as the title of six 
films, and has been used with other 
words as the title of 30 other films, 
| short stories or books, it was 
{pointed out. 

| Named in the complaint along 
with Rank were Pacemaker Pic- 
'tures, the production unit, and 
Arthur Mayer-Edward Kingsley, 
| Inc., the pic’s U. S. distributors. 
| They were represented in the case 
by Louis Nizer and Seymour 
|Shainswit of the firm of Phillips, 
jNizer, Benjamin & Krim. 


hard” to keep the indie picture | scribed as beyond the talking stage. 


identical titles. Corcoran observed | 


the Armed Forces, theatre-less ac- 
counts, hotels, drive-ins, coin-op- 
erated machines, hospitals, ships, 


trains and planes, the. complaint 
expressed by TV _ networks, ad/ said “there is a large demand for 


agencies, transportation companies,| 1§m feature films by the telecast- 
costume outfits and eastern craft! ing industry for purposes of TV 
groups. — programs, since the large majority 
Even if Hollywood takes over) of telecasting stations in this coun- 
the major portion of the vidfilm|try are equipped with apparatus 
programming production, eastern! for the telecasting of 16m films and 
producers feel there will be plenty | not of 35m films.” 
of business to satisfy all coneerned. The conspiracy, the complaint 
They are looking forward to the| declares, “has consisted of a con- 
day when 85% or more of tele) tinuing concert of action among 
programming will be on film. With| the defendants ... pursuant to 
approximately 400 hours of time to| which defendants refuse to license 
fill, they feel that there will be} the exhibition of 16m feature films 
about $2,000,000,000 worth of film! in any place or manner that would 
biz around, regarded as more than | compete with the exhibition of 35m 
| enough to spread between the, films.” 
major filmeries and the commer- Among other things the com- 
cial outfits. Latter do not regard | plaint charges that the defendants 
themselves as Johnnies-come-late-| entered into agreements limiting 
\ly, pointing out that some of the| locations and time periods, and 
eastern outfits have a history of| conditions under which 16m films 
35 years of uninterrupted success-| may be exhibited. Other restric- 
|ful: operation. Not only are the| tions listed in the complaint in- 
eastern outfits in the forefront of | clude the refusal to license the 
/commercial pix operation, but; televising of 16m pix, imposing 
|there are such important midwest | “arbitrary and excessive clearances 
‘outfits as Jam Handy of Detroit | between the first release of a fea- 
and Wilding of Chicago. Top east-| ture in 35m and its exhibition on 
ern firms include Audio, Transfilm, | 16m.” 


Interest in maintaining commer- 
cial and a good part of vidpix pro- 
duction in the east has also been 








Caravel, Pathescope, William Gans,| _The alleged conspiracy, the com- 
Leslie Roush, Willard, Affiliated,| Plaint says, has the effect of sup- 
Seaboard, Robert Lawrence and| Pressing, the telecasting of the 
Marion Parsonnet. One of the| ‘finer feature films” to U. S. tele- 
leading Coast commercial outfits is Vision audience, restraining com~- 
the Roland Reed Company, now petition in interstate distribution 
also big in telepix. ; and exhibition of féature product, 
‘Golden Era’ | foreclosing from significant parts 
a of the U. S. market actual and po- 
According to Walter Lowendahl, | tential exhibitors of 16m films, and 
exec v.p. of Transfilm and pro-| denying opportunity to people in 
ducer of. the film version of “The | theatre-less towns from seeing 
Medium,” the making of pix is en- other than “outmoded” feature 
tering a new “golden era.” As/ films. 
Lowendahl sees it, the bulk of com- It is also charged that the de- 
mere¢ial production will remain in fendants “have maintained an in- 
the east, with the New York area tricate system to police and en- 
studios also turning out most of! force, and with the assistance of 
the TV spots and commercials. the TOA have policed and en- 
Hollywood, he believes, will be the forced the licensing restrictions 
center of the big programming! imposing upon exhibitors of 16m 
films, employing top names and_/| feature films, and have blacklisted 
writers. There will be, he feels, an| and boycotted exhibitors who dis- 
jincrease in eastern programming’ regard such restrictions.” 
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rocking the 
ticket machines! 


























Mr. Showman, 
Mr. Film Buyer, 
Mr. Booker, 
sive it plenty 
of time--- 
Sive it big-time 
treatment! 

It’s doing 
‘Moonlight Bay’ 
business 

every where! 
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Art, Exploitation Audiences Bait 


For 
‘ New York. | 


Editor, VARIETY: | 
Being hard hit currently are the 
foreign film exhibitors, who have | 
run into a product shortage of ter- | 
rific proportions, plus distributors 
and exhibitors of exploitation films, 
who are fighting to retain their reg- 
ular audience which happens to be 
the ore most susceptible to the en- 

ticements of TV. 

Both these groups feel the an- 
swer to survival lies in keeping | 
costs at a minimum and in the most | 
extreme exploitation angles they 
can find—and that boils down al- 
wavs to sex. 

Costs are controlled mainly at 
the source—by buying oldies. That 
is gimmick No. 1. Selling them | 
takes two major operations: 


1. Changing the film’s title; first, 
to conceal the original title, and 
second, to dream up the juiciest , 
new one that ordinary censorship 
will tolerate. 

2. Sex up the outside displays 
and the newspaper advertising so 
that drooling glands will respond 
at first glance. 

Strangely enough, the raw, un- 
varnished approach to sex is hav- 
ing the effect of attracting fairly 
discriminating filmgoers, too. The 
“primitive honesty” attracts them. 
Nor does it lose any of the exploi- | 
tation film’s regular standbys—the | 
transients, the misfits who have to 
get their thrills vicariously and the 
loose-jawed brethren. 

And no segment of the film in- 
dustry can afford to point the fin- | 
ger of accusation at the exploita-| 
tion-film boys, or to cover them 
with a fine scorn. The majors have 
not switched titles on their “re- 
tired” films, but it is hardly a/| 
secret that their “advertising is 
made as sexy as the law allows. 

But the current trend, which has | 
brought the techniques of lurid ex- 
ploitation to a peak never before | 
dared, actually got started a few | 





} 


years ago. It is just at a high | 
point today. 
The situation is simply proof | 


that the industry, and those who | 
are in it, are aware that they are | 
engaged in a life-or-death struggle, 
which means no holds barred. 

It is no light whim that leads to 
the changing of film titles, to give 
audiences the impression that here 
is a brand-new film—one, in fact, | 
which they may have seen some | 
years before. And to accomplish | 
it takes more than just one layer | 
of the entire distribution process. | 

Thus we find that many exhibi- | 
tors, who know that they alone will 
have to take the rap on complaints 
if the switch is discovered by their | 
audiences, cooperate with the| 
quick-thinking distributors — who | 

have come up with title changes. | 

In fact, many of these exhibitors | 

offer suggestions for new, eye- 

catching, boxofficewise titles. And, 
frankly, these new titles often bear 
no relation whatever to the subject- 

matter of the film. t 

Justification Sometimes 

It is true, though, that there is | 
sometimes justification for a/| 
change in title. One that appeals | 
greatly in Jersey City can cause a! 
film to lay a very large egg in Kan- | 
sas City—or the other way around. ' 

The process of exploitation, | 
which the film industry has raised 
to an art never approached in any | 
other field, really has been recently | 
outdoing all former top perform- 
ances. The exploiters are bringing 
to bear their most critical faculties 
to pinpoint popular attention on 
the theme most likely to appeal, | 
and that still is Topic A. 

Thus, we now find that the cen- | 
tral point of a film’s entire exploi- 
tation program is a luscious still, | 
which more often than not depicts 
a scene of infinitesimal importance 
to. the plot. But it just happens 
to be “right,” exploitationwise. So} 
it gets the play in newspaper ads | 
and in the front-of-thehouse dis- 
plays. * t 

The overall result is, by and 
large, kind of sad, but no different 
than can be ‘expected in a crisis | 
situation. Some exploiters go the | 
limit, brusquely | sacrificing the | 
most elementary rules of good | 
taste for .what. they declare is; 


TV; Only Sex Lures ‘Em Back 


sometimes shows a distinct profit to 
a faded film star who looks back 
on her days of former glory and 
consoles herself with the reflection 
that she really would have hit im- 
mortality if only they had invented 
falsies sooner. She has only to see 
the old pictures of torso now, as 
they sexily emblazon a_ theatre 
front, to reassure: herself that she 
never really needed ‘em, after all. 


To this art of the retoucher can 
be added the newly-found skills of 
distributors and exhibitors who, 
when it comes to coining a flock 
of really catchy catchlines, actually 
outdo the most fanciful of the 
pressbook writers. 

Regarding the new custom of 
“improving” film titles, it should be 
pointed out that in New York State, 
and in some other states where offi- 
cial censorship prevails, the -dis- 
tributor must first get the proper 


| sanction to give it the old switch- 


eroo. The law also provides that 
the disearded title must be con- 
spicuously displayed along with the 
new one, both in the advertising 
and on the film’s main title. 

Elsewhere, the practice is gov- 
erned solely by the free enterprise 
principle, and distributors engaged 
in it are as freely enterprising as 
anyone anywhere. 


Thus the industry, at the “poor | 


man’s” Jevel, fights back against 


|TV, which appears to be the mortal 


enemy. The picture isn’t a pretty 
one, the ethics involved are not the 
kind that can be commended to the 
children in our schools as examples 
to be followed, and the U. S. Cham- 
ber of Commerce isn’t likely to 
boast of it as a way of life for 
American business. But it’s a way 
of survival. 
Noel Meadow. 





Kaycee Transit Plan 
Designed to Spur Biz 


At Picture Theatres, 


Kansas City, July 22. 


Motion picture theatres and the 
Public Service Co. (streetcars and 
busses) put into action last week- 
end a plan designed to spur both 
theatre attendance and streetcar 
company revenues. 

Plan permits holders of the 
weekly PSC pass and four other 
persons to ride the streetcars and 
busses for 5c. per ride between 
2 p.m. Saturdays and midnight Sun- 
days. Pass is purchased for $1.25 
and allows the holder to go for 
Sc a ride during the seven-day 
period. Now he can take the whole 
family on weekends. 

Theatres are plugging the deal 
with space in their ads, copy read- 
ing, “Attention weekly passholders, 
now you can transport yourself 
and four others to the movies. Be- 
tween Saturdays 2 p.m. and mid- 
night, Sundays you and four others 
may ride on your pass for 5c per 
person per ride. The quick, eco- 
nomical way downtown, with no 
parking worries.” 

PSC in turn is advertising the 
special deal on all local radio and 
television stations, and with large 
space in the Kansas City Star. The- 
atres also are running screen trail- 
ers, 





Thomas Exits Hallmark 


To Start 16m Company | 


Wilmington, O., July 22. 

Jack Thomas, general manager 
of Hallmark Productions, has re- 
signed to start his own firm, Triple- 
E-Attractions. New outfit will oper- 
ate in the 16m field. 

Kroger Babb, Hallmark prexy, 
disclosed that he’s handed Thomas’ 
new organization exclusive 16m 
distribution rights in the U.S. to 
all Hallmark pix. Meantime, Babb 
will assume Thomas’ former duties 
until a new general manager is 
named. 





Wide Cire for Fox Pub 
Total of 30,000 copies of ‘the 
Dynamo, 20th-Fox house organ, 
were distributed over the past 


“showmanship,” a Cloak that covers | weekend, an unusually large num- 


a multitude of sins. While former- | 


ber for any film company publica- 


ly they sought to stop just short of | tion. 


the line where police or church 


The 20th weekly, edited by Rog- 


authorities intervened, they now) er Ferri, ran 56 pages and covered 
cross that line brazenly, virtually | the complete lineup of pix on the 


challenging such intervention. 
Incidentally, the entire 


| 1952 
setup standing films due next year. 


sked plus the outfit’s out- 


N. Y.-Cleve. Tele Bally 
For RKO’s ‘Sudden Fear’. 
In Big Test Campaign 


Whether TV can be successfully 
harnessed to merchandise a picture 
will be tested by RKO in a simul- 
taneous video campaign in New 
York and Cleveland. 
used the formula successfully in 


promoting the reissue of “King 
Kong” and will try it again with 


the Joseph Kaufman production, 
“Sudden Fear,’ starring Joan 
| Crawford. 

Terry Turner, RKO exploitation 


topper, 
“Fear” will be the real test. 
‘King Kong’ we had a trick pic- 
ture.” he says, “and our success 
may have been accidental or we 
'may have stumbled on a new ap- 
proach.” ‘Fear’ opens Aug. 
simultaneously at Loew’s State, 
N. Y., and the Palace, Cleveland 
Video campaign will be launched 
10 days prior to the preem in both 
areas. Special TV material has 
been prepared for the picture. 
New York opening will see a satu- 
ration tele campaign on CBS-TV. 

| With “Kong” opening in 150 sit- 
|uations in the Gotham metropoli- 
ltan area beginning Aug. 8, with 
most openings coming Aug. 12, 
RKO will have two video drives at 
| the same time. 





| 


| 
| 








ithe use of TV costs five times as 
much as radio, and if the format is 
a click, there might necessarily be 
a change in booking and sales meth- 
ods. He notes that you can’t buy 
time for an individual theatre, and 
that a video campaign would have 
to include eight to 10 points, call- 
ing for the simultaneous opening 
in many theatres. Turner also 
points out that a campaign of this 
sort would have to be conducted 
during the summer months, when 
most of the big video shows are oft 
the air and time can be more easily 
purchased. 


Briefs From the Lots 


Hollywood, July 22. 


Paramount handed Joanne Gil- 
bert a player contract . . . Robert 
Parrish will direct “Rough Shoot,” 
Joel McCrea starrer, to be filmed 
in England... Leon Askin drew a 
role in Ul’s “Desert Legion”... 
Emmett Lynn plays a ranch fore- 
man in Metro’s “A Steak for Con- 
nie” ... Metro bought “Trooper 
Hook,” by Jack Schaefer, and as- 
signed Hayes Goetz as producer 
.. . Mushy Callahan plays an ex- 
pugilist in “Stop, You're Killing 
Me” at Warners . . Dunninger 
will function as technical adyiser 
in “Houdini” at Paramount... 
Howard Keel drew one of the top 
spots in Metro’s “Vaquero” ... 
Danny Mummert joined Stanley 
Kramer’s “The Member of the 
Wedding” cast. 

Cara Williams signed a term 
contract with Metro, starting in 
September .., Martha Hyer slated 
for femme lead opposite Randolph 
Scott in “Come On, Texas” at 
Warners ... Robert E. Sherwood 
checked in at 20th-Fox to complete 
the screenplay for “Man On a 
Tightrope,” Robert L. Jacks pro- 
duction ... Trevor Bardette draws 
the sheriff role in Columbia’s 
“Ambush at Tomahawk Gap,” 
with Fred F. Sears directing ... 
Charles Drake plays the menace 
to Joel McCrea in UIl’s “Lone 
Hand” ... Jeffrey Hunter will 
star in “Able Seaman Brown,” to 
be filmed in England by 20th-Fox 
under supervision of Frank McCar- 











y. 

Jack Broder signed Roy Engel 
for a role in “The Battles of 
Chief Pontiac” . .. Lee: Graham 
plays a Naval officer in Lindsley 
Parsons’ “Down Periscope” at, Al- 
lied Artists . . . Richard Reeves 
snagged a role in Warners’ “His 
Majesty O’Keefe” ... Larry Keat- 
ing gets a key role in Warners’ 
“Bac to Broadway” . ; . Phil 
Tully plays his 300th film role as 
a policeman in “The Stars are 


tag for the Pine-Thomas ‘The 
Rebel” is “Violence at Thunder 
... Jerry Thomas will pro- 
duce “Stranglehold for Monogram, 
with William Beandine directing. .. 
Marge and Gower Champion into 
Metro’s “Give the Girl a Break,” 
Starting July 28 «.-. > ‘ 
James Arness drew second riale 
lead in “Lone Hand,” Joel McCrea 
starrer, at UI... Don Taylor will 
co-star with Richard Widmark in 
“60 Saddles to Gobi” at 20th-Fox 
Robert Buckner scripting 
“Easy to Love,” Lana Turner 
starrer to be produced by Jehn 
Houseman at Metro 





Company | 


believes the campaign on | 
“In | 


7 {on 


| Exploitation chief points out that 


Singing” at Paramount... New. 


Gift Horse 


him for the big moment when they 
and their ship are called on to lead 
the St. Nazaire raid. This is a 
powerful end to the story, and 
although departing from the text- 
book version of the incident, pro- 
| vides a punchy finish to the film, 
| Entire yarn is dominated by the 
|male cast, and the few femme 
members provide only an inciden- 
tal romantic touch. 
a forceful performance as_ the 
skipper who refuses to allow per- 
sonal tragedies (his son is killed in 
action on Christmas Day) to inter- 
fere with his over-riding task. 
Richard Attenborough has only a 
| small part to play as a seaman but 
|does it with his usual efficiency. 
| Sonny Tufts as a Yank volunteer 
board turns in a reliable per- 
| formance, while James Donald and 
Robin Bailey are the most promi- 
nent members of the wardroom. 
Joan Rice and Dora Bryan ade- 
quately fill the principal femme 
roles. 

Film has been directed by Comp- 
ton Bennett with painstaking atten- 





have done a sound writing job and 
Harry Waxman’s photography is in 
the top grade. Myro. 


Geld Fever 





Okay western for lower half 
ef action bills. 





Monogram release of John Calvert pro- 
duction. Stars Calvert. Ralph Morgan: 
features Ann Cornell. Directed by Leslie 
Goodwins. Screenplay, Edgar C. Ander- 
son, Jr., Cliff Lancaster; camera, Major 
Clark Ramsey, Glen Gano: editor, John F. 
Link; music, Johnny Richards. Opened 
at New York Theatre, N. Y., July 15, ’52. 
Running Time, 63 MINS. 


John Bonar 
Nugget: Jack......sese0>6- 


John Calvert 
Ralph Morgan 


OY “Rr er eee Ann Cornell 
Bill Johnson........++...+: Gene Roth 
WEE TOM... 0.0 ceccesdembecces Tom Kennedy 
PER SECTOR. « 0:06 sevice ree: Judd Holdren 
Ward Henry.....+s-6%.-. Danny Rense 
COGGEP . . cccccccccvedgece: Bobby Graham 
ROGOTOSE 6. occ ccccccegeces George Murrell 
oT RRSP err “erro rony Ty Himself 





“Gold. Fever’ will do its major 
prospecting for bookings on the 
lower section of the duallers. It’s 
an okay formula western for the 
action trade with Ralph Morgan 
for some marquee dressing. In his 
dual role as producer and actor, 
John Calvert does a standard job 
in each department. 

Yarn concerns a partnership be- 
tween Calvert amd Morgan, latter 
playing an old prospector, in a 
gold-seeking venture. There are 
some good fight and chase se- 
quences to punch up what is essen- 
tially a sedentary story line. The 
duo outwit the bandit contingent 
headed by Gene Roth, who at- 
tempts to seize the mine. Ann Cor- 
nell, sole femme on the bill, pro- 
vides the thin bit of sentimental 
interest. It’s inferred she’s a long 
lost daughter of Morgan’s. 

The sets and outdoor photog- 
raphy are good, and the direction 
by Leslie Goodwins punched up 
the action sequences. 

Miss Cornell, who is Mrs. Cal- 
vert, looks good in buckskin, and 
other roles of importance are by 
Tom Kennedy, Judd Holdren and 
Bobby Graham. Jose, 





Love Island 
(COLOR) 
Poor South Seas drama for 
lower half of double bills. 


Hollywood, July 17. 


Goodman and Kaufman release of Hall 
Shelton Production. Features Eva Gabor, 
Paul Valentine, Malcolm Beggs. Directed 
by Budd Pollard; screenplay, Hal Kusell; 
camera, George Hinners. At Iris theatre, 
Hollywood, July 16, °52. Running time, 
64 MINS. 








Only possible hope for this slip- 
shod filler is that exhibs may slip 
it in on the second half if they’re 
badly in need of a low-budgeter. 
Incredibly poor pic has bad pro- 
duction, direction, acting and writ- 
ing, and its ancient plot is replete 
with stereotyped charactérs and 
cliches. 

Interlarded with stock footage 
shot in Java and Hawaii, the vin- 
tage yarn, localed in Bali, deals with 
a stranded Navy flyer’s courtship 
of the belle of Bali, already pur- 
sued by four of the local boys. Fol- 
lowing some. silly cheek-rubbing 
and dialog, the heavy enters and is 
duly rebuffed by the girl. So he 
then threatens to send her father 
to jail for an old crime, and the 
old man tells him to go ahead, that 
he will not have his daughter wed 
someone she does not love. But 
the heroine hears all and sends her 
lover away s0 she ean wed the vil- 
lain and save her father’s life. 
Hero, of course, learns all, whips 
pe! heavy and winds up with the 
girl. 

Given a brunet rinse for this sad 
offering, Eva Gabor is still recog- 
nizable, chiefly due to low-cut Ba- 





linese gowns. A looker, her acting 


Film Reviews 
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Howard gives | 








— 
is on about the same par as the 
story, and same goes for Paul 
Valentine, the male lead. 
Cinecolor also takes a be 
|here, with tinting in some 0 
scenes so edark in tint that the 
backgrounds and characters || ap- 
| Pear purplish. Budd Pollard’s ¢j- 
}rection was inadequate, and the 
script by Hal Kusell is probably 
| What made the people turn pu 
Da 





aling 
f the 


ple, 





Penny «Princess 
(BRITISH-COLOR) 





Lightweight escapist 


comedy 
has overseas appeal. 





London, July 





tion to detail. The three scripters | 


GFD release of Conquest Production 
Stars Yolande Donlan, Dirk Bogarde. Di. 
rected by Val Guest; screenplay, 
camera, Geoffrey Unsworth; edito; Al. 
fred Roome; music, Philip Marte}! At 
Odeon, Leicester Square, London Run- 
ning time, 91 MINS. 


Guest; 


Lindy Smith ee ee Yolande Donlan 
Tony ES Ce a ews Dirk Bogarde 
Chancellor-Cobbler.......... Edwin St, les 
Finance Minister..... Reginald Beckwith 
| Burgomaster .......... Kynaston Reeves 
j Selby $0465 0606066604 6000 . E. Matthews 
DC Citacbatawoeie - Peter Butterworth 
SE 6306 vec ewan Desmond Walter-Ellis 





With this production, the acting- 
writing-directing-producing team 
of Yolande Donlon and Val Guest, 


making their debut as indie {film 
makers, have teed off with a light- 
hearted Technicolor comedy which 
should make money for them. 
“Penny Princess” is a frivolous, 


lightweight piece punctuated with 
bright dialog, escapist fare class, 
and may click in overseas markets. 
Ever since Miss Donlan made a 
legit hit on the London stage in 
“Born Yesterday,” she’s been a 
fave with British audiences. De- 
spite its deficiencies, this picture 
will increase her popularity. She 
reveals a distinct comedy flair, 
with a happy knack of throwing 
away a line of dialog or a delicate 
situation with a surefire touch. 
Story deals with a frothy comedy 
situation in which a young New 
York shop assistant inherits a piece 
of bankrupt European territory 
and converts the depressed state 
into a prosperous community by 
capitalizing its one asset, the man- 
ufacture of a cheese which con- 
tains an alcoholic basis. Before 
her arrival on the scene the com- 
munity had thrived on smuggling. 
She declares this to be illegal, but 
reverts to the custom when 
rounding countries impose impos- 
sible tariffs. 

It’s basically a slender joke, and 
the scripter has trouble sustaining 
the idea. There are occasional 
dull patches, but the overall effect 
is sufficiently pleasant. Film was 
lensed mainly on location in the 
Spanish mountains, and the ex- 
teriors have captured the charm 
and splendor of these natural set- 
tings. 

Plot is held together mainly by 
the individual performance of 
Miss Donlan, with a dumb blonde 
comedy portrayal which merits 
high praise. Male lead is played 
by Dirk Borgarde, who, as a travel- 
ling cheese salesman, gets caught 
up with the rival product and 
overlooks his loyalty to his own 
employers. He doesn’t fit too hap- 
pily into the lighthearted atmos- 
phere of the plot, although he's 
not too well served by the script. 
The three local statesmen are ad- 
mirably played by Edwin Styles, 
Reginald Beckwith and Kynaston 
Reeves, and A, E. Matthews con- 
tributes a delightful characteriza- 
tion as ~—Bogarde’s irascible em- 
ployer. Myro. 


More West Berlin Cinemas 
Than in Soviet Sector 


Berlin, July 15. 
According ‘to last statistics, 102 
film theatres with 40,360 seats are 
registered in Berlin’s Soviet sec- 
tor, compared with 204 theatres 
and 94,000 seats in West Berlin. 
Although eastern authorities 
never reveal their attendance 
figures, it is obvious that public 
interest in film going is poor. A 
complete lack of quality pix '5 
the reason for this situation. Near- 
ly all pix being shown in East 
Berlin are coming from. Commu- 
nist-ruled countries and are dis- 
tributed by Progress Film, which 
is the only. distribution outfit in 
East Germany, _ : 


sur- 








Kramer’s Italo Import — 

; Italian. film: ‘star Milly: Vitale 
‘sails from Genoa next week for 
her first American film, “The 
Juggler,” in which she will star 
opposite Kirk Douglas for Stanley 
Kramer Co. at Columbia. 

Miss Vitale arrives in New York 
Aug. 6 and will fly immediately te 
the Coast for wardrobe tests. 
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Theirs the gereat adventu re...» 


The stirring tales of the pioneers 
who blazed America’s trails 
were told in “The Covered Wagon”... 


“Cimarron”... and “Red River.” 





And now ... for the first time... 

comes the towering story of — | 
the men who battered 
down the barriers to the 


untamed Northwest...and linked 


it with a great new Nation! © 


. 
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co-starring Based upon the novel “The Big Sky” by Pulitzer Prize winner A. B. Guthrie, Jr. 


KIRK DOUGLAS DEWEY MARTIN ELIZABETH THREATT - ARTHUR HUNNICUTT 


DIRECTED AND PRODUCED BY HOWARD HAWKS » SCREENPLAY BY DUDLEY NICHOLS + A WINCHESTER PRODUCTION 
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U Latest to Plan 
Newsreel Drive 


‘® Despite recurrent talk of inroads 


of tele on newsreels, news outfits 
have been putting up a strong bid 
for survival and results so far have 
been extremely encouraging. Latest 
company planning a newsreel drive 
is Universal. 


F & M RADIO QUIZZER 
HYPOES ST. L. BIZ 


St. Louis, July 22. 

Fanchon & Marco here has in- 
augurated a radio quizzer tieup 
with station KWK which has re- 
sulted in a b.o. hypo and has made 
natives more film-conscious. While 
attendance at its three deluxers, 
Fox and Missouri in midtown and 
Ambassador in the downtown sec- 
tor. is not compulsory to cop cuffo 





ducats and cash prizes ranging 


Irving Sochin, re-| som $25 to a jackpot of $500, 


cently-named shorts subjects and | execs of F&M have noted an in- 


newsreel topper, feels that there’s| crease in biz at the three houses 
still plenty of biz to be had, and! since the tieup began. 


that exhibs have again realized the 
importance of news 
their programs. 

Bearing out Sochin’s contention 
are returns garnered by Paramount 
News and Warner-Pathe ‘in recent 
sales pitches. Both Par and War- 
ner picked up between 1,500 to 
1,800 new accounts each. Further 
indication of the reel outfit’s desire 
to fight video competition is their 
frequent experimentation with dif- 
ferent programming, seeking sub- 
jects that tele neglects and pre- 
senting the news in a more com- 
prehensive manner. Reels are 
seen getting an added lift when 
they are presented in color, a move 
that appears not too distant. War- 
ner has already indicated that it 
will release its newsreels in the fu- 
ture in its own-developed Warner- 
2olor, perhaps launching the tinted 
reels with its filming of the Coro- 
nation of England’s Queen Eliza- 
veth. 

U's Sochin discounted talks of a 
possible merger of several news 
vutfits, feeling that current com- 
oetition is good for all concerned. 
He believes that a_ theatregoer 
should have the opportunity to see 
1ews reports of more than one 
‘“ompany. Exec thinks it’s.a good 
dea for an ‘exhib to book the reels 
xf two companies for presentation 
yn alternate programs. 


‘ANDERSEN’ MAY MOVE 
INTO BROADWAY ASTOR 


Samuel Goldwyn’s “Hans Chris- 
ian Andersen” may go into the 
Astor, N. Y., for Christmas. - Pic 
1as been seen by Russell Down- 
ng, managing director of the Mu- 
sic Hall, and is also a possibility 
‘or the giant showcase. However, 
rade reports are that since the 
ouse has been dependent on Metro 


roduct most of the year, Downing 
eels some obligation to give M-G 
he highly-valuable Christmas 
slaying time. 

Astor, owned by the City Invest- 
ng Co., has Warner Bros.’ “Lady 
of Fatima” booked to follow the 
‘urrent “Will Rogers,” also WB. 
.t has nothing beyond that, de- 
ipite its preferential deal with Co- 
umbia. There’s nothing definite 
snough yet on the Col release slate 
hat’s suitable, with the result that 
»perator Maurice Maurer is casting 
ibout for product and has been 
n telephonic confabs with Gold- 
vyn on “HCA”, 
Top Col output is being slotted 
nto CI’s sister house to the Astor, 
he Victoria. Col preferential deal 
ilso applies there. Following the 

istrib’s current “Walk East on 
3eacon,” which winds up a 10-week 
ijtand next week, “Affair in Trini- 
lad” (Rita Hayworth) comes in 
ind then Stanley Kramer's “Four- 

?oster.” 

“Lady of Fatima” will preem 
lay-and-date at the Astor and CI’s 
smaller long-run house around the 
‘orner from it, the Bijou. Plan, 
lepending on how strong biz 
oroves, is to limit the Astor run 
when the b.o. starts to falter and 
»ontinue indef at the Bijou. ad 

Exhibition policy on “Hans 
Christian Andersen” won't be de- 
‘ermined until the print arrives in 
New York about October, James 
A. Mulvey, prez of.Samuel Gold- 
wyn Porductions, said Monday (21). 





subjects on|for Carl McIntyre, Cc 
| gabber using the tag of Fanchon 
| & Marco’s Movie Reporter,” pick- 





Mulvey explained that there would 


ve several test engagements before | pe 


t was decided.whether ther'd be a! 

pre-release, 

special policy. 
Goldwyn topper, accompanied by | 


The format of the gimmick is 
a local radio 


ing seven names, at random, from 
the phonebook and calling them to 
answer the question, “What pic- 
tures are being shown”—at one of 
the three houses. A time limit of 
10 seconds is allowed for the reply 
and a correct answer cops $25, in 
cash, an incorrect one receiving 
two cuffo ducats to any of the 
houses. 

If the first question is answered 
correctly a $500 cash award is 
offered for a more difficult ques- 
tion. This prize has yet to be 
copped. MclIntyre's daily seven 
calls are woven into the four disk 
jock programs over KWK. 


Mich. Allied Asks U. S. 


Act on Resorts’ Free Pix 
Detroit, July 22. 

Allied Theatres of Michigan has 
protested to the Federal District 
Attorney in Grand Rapids and has 
asked the U. S. Senate Small Busi- 
ness Committee to investigate the 
practice of many resort operators 
in the Grand Rapids area of show- 
ing free 16m films supposedly dis- 
tributed for educational use. 

The free pix, Allied charges, are 
shown ‘y the resort owners in 
competition with legitimate the- 
atres. The 16m reels are screened 
in conjunction with paid-for-adver- 
tising cards on the screen from lo- 
cal merchants, and in many in- 
stances an additional collection of 
a voluntary nature is solicited. 


5 at Work for M-G 


Hollywood, July 22. 

Start of “A Steak for Connie” 
makes a total of five pictures going 
into action at Metro during July. 
Others are “Sombrero,” “My Moth- 
er and Mr. McChesney,” “The Girl 
Who Had Everything” and “Jeo- 
pardy.” 

Van Johnson and Janet Leigh 
costar in “Steak,” with Stephen 
Ames producing and Edward Buz- 
zell directing. 











Anglo Embargo 


Continued from page 4 oom 





have been added, including bo- 
nuses for production and for dis- 
tribution of British product in the 
American market. 

As a result of these additional 
devices, the amount of iced ster- 
ling has become almost negligable, 
and it’s computed that in the cur- 
rent year Hollywood will withdraw 
between $25,000,000 and $26,000,- 
000. 

With familiar British .reticence 
the Board of Trade and Treasury 
have given no clue of their inten- 
tions. Only official warning was 
that given by the Chancellor of the 
Exchequer, early in 


ernment would exercise its option 
and demand a revision of the two- 
year Anglo-U. S. pact on the ex- 
piration of the first year. 

But the industry as a whole is 
alive to the seriousness of the situ- 
ation. Exhibitors, producers and 
distributors will use all their in- 
fluence to prevent any restriction 
in imports, emphasizing the neces- 
sity of Hollywood product to keep 
theatres open and earn the Eady 
money which is providing an in- 
valuable subsidy for British film- 
makers, 

Opposition to this viewpoint will 
confined to those few unions 
who are constituted in the Film 


roadshowe or other | Industry Employees Council. For 
/months past they have been agi- 


tating for anti-Hollywood restric- 


sales chief Alfred W. Crown, re-|tions and are now prepping the 


urned over the weekend from the | final 
Coast, where they attended a sneak | which they hope to submit to the | 
of the pic and discussed plans with! Chancellor of the Exchequer next | 
in the huddles|month. A sub-committee of the 


soldwyn. Also 


details of the canipaign, 


were Ned E. Depinet, RKO prexy,! unions concerned is meeting in 
ind Robert Mochrie, sales chief.| London tomorrow (Wed.) to draft 


Chey returned to New York yester-| their memorandum to the 
cellor, 


jay (Tues.), 


Lehman, Celler Aid 
Sought in Plea Ys. 
20% Admish Taxes 


Inclusion in the Democratic 
Party’s platform of a measure 
looking to wipe out the 20% 
Federal admissions tax on theatres 
has been urged of New York's Sen. 
Herbert H. Lehman and Congress- 
man Emanuel Celler. The two law- 
makers are members of the Dems’ 
platform committee. 


Harry Brandt, N. Y. circuit op and 
president of the Independent Thea- 
;tre Owners Assn. In a telegram 
to Lehman and Celler, he asked 
for a “plank in the party platform 


Recommendation was made by| 





tion, under protest, she notified 
RKO that if she won the court bat- 
tle, her fee for the picture would 
be $250,000 and would hold RKO 
responsible to the tune of $1,000,- 
000 if the film interfered with her 
plans to make “Young Bess” at 
Metro. , 
The Deadline 

Hughes’ dramatic statement that 
Miss Simmons and her actor hus- 
band Stewart Granger signed the 
settlement agreement one minute 
before an ultimatum deadline— 
and after a night of vainly seek- 
ing modifications—does not square 





which will call for a review of the 
excise tax structure with a view 
to the complete elimination of ex- | 
cise taxes in industries which are | 


quences because of their exist- 
ence.” : 
Brandt argued that the excises 
are discriminatory and in many 
cases “act as a subsidy to Govern- 
ment at a time when the affected 
industries are fighting for sur- 
vival.” He added that the Govern- 
ment could actually increase #s 
revenue via repeal of the excises, 
for this would bolster the indus- 
tries involved and mean _ higher 
wages for more persons, conse- 





| personal income tax money. 


the year, | 
when he announced that the gov-| 


quently increasing corporate and 











| 


Films Steamroll 


Continued from page 7 
These specialists it’s said, favor 
taxing an industry such as films be- 
cause it is a “non-essential serv- 
ice.” This simply means the pub- 
lic is not forced to pay the tax, 
since there’s no compulsion or 
necessity to attend theatres. 











Mpls. Tax Spearheads 
Minneapolis, July 22. 
LeRoy J. Miller, Universal 
branch manager, named local zone 
finance committee chairman in the 
COMPO campaign to rub out the 
Federal 20% amusement tax, has 
appointed Harry B. French, Minne- 
sota Amus. Co. president; Bennie 
Berger, North Central Allied head; 
Eddie Ruben and Ted Mann co- 
chairmen. 
The amount to be raised through 
contributions of exhibitors in the 
Minneapolis film zone is $7,170. 





Continued from page 7 
state’s Department of Education, 
parent body of the censorship divi- 
sion. London will argue the case 
before the court when it comes up 
in September. 

Film was banned on the ground 
that it “is not of a moral, educa- 
tional or amusing and harmless 
character.” Censor board further 
stated that it was harmful because 
it “contributes to racial misunder- 
standing, presenting situations un- 
desirable to the mutual interests 
of both races; against public inter- 
est in undermining confidence that 
justice can be carried out; presents 
racial friction at a time when all 
groups should be united against 
everything that is subversive.” 

Film, English-language picture 
made in Argentina with author, 
Richard Wright, in the leading 





role, has played New York situa- 
tions after receiving the state’s 
seal of approval. 






Jules Stein 


a—a=== Continued from page 3 
vaude—will come _irto 
Stein adds. 

Maybe they will be telecast into 
theatres, but a new plus value for 
the picture houses is inevitable. 
Stein thinks that certain fringe the- 
atres must close, and that with 
more discriminating film clienteles, 
the grosses for top pictures will be 
greater thanever. He notes: “How- 
ever, I must say that film produc- 
tion can’t improve much more; it’s 
pretty darn good now.” 

The drive-ins are that “new 
form” of entertainment that Stein 
envisions, but he admits “it is lim- 
ited because it’s seasonal.” 








being, 





| vate house near the Etoile. 


Doris (Mrs.) Stein is shuttling 
between London and Paris, and 
both are going to Salzburg and 
thence Cap d’Antibes for the month 
of August. She has been helping 
David Stein decorate the new MCA 


threatened with disastrous conse- | 





offices in Paris, situated in a pri- 


I.C.’s brother. 


Latter 


| phasized 


with the court record. Hughes con- 


| tended that he had set a 9:30 dead- 


line for signing and was en route 
to court to testify when notified 
that the Grangers had signed at 
9:29 a.m. 

However, plaintiffs’ attorney 
Martin Gang announced in court 
that the papers had been signed at 
6:30 am.—and the statement was 
not disputed by defense counsel 
W. I. Gilbert, Jr. The transcript 
shows the following colloquy: 

The Court: “Did you get these 
motion picture people up at 6:30 
this morning to sign those papers?” 

Gilbert: “I don’t think they got 
to bed.” 

Gang: “Some of them didn’t get 
to bed. I was not one of those.” 

Hughes also stated that he had 
suggested the so-called “negotiable 
contract” under which Miss Sim- 
mons will make three pictures in 
the year beginning Feb. 1, 1953, 
under RKO auspices for $200,000 
for the year. These pictures, how- 
ever, cannot be made by RKO but 
will be made by any major or 
selected independent named by 
the studio. 

Hughes suggested the compro- 
mise after Miss. Simmons had 
flatly declared she would sign no 
settlement which involved further 
pictures for her at RKO. 

No Tax Chiseling 

In addition to winning the con- 
tract victory, Miss Simmons and 
Granger won a complete exonera- 
tion from Federal Judge Ernest A. 
Tolin of courtroom allegations that 
they had attempted tax-finagling in 
beginning contract negotiations 
with Hughes last year. The defense 
charged that manipulation of pay- 
ment clauses to permit the Gran- 
gers to take advantage of the capi- 
tal gains tax by padding the price 
of a house and book they were sell- 
ing, and correspondingly reducing 
the amount of Miss Simmons’ 
actual salary, put the plaintiffs in 
the position of coming into court 
with “unclean hands.” 


In a final statement, Judge Tolin 
declared that it was “unfortunate 
that fraud has-been brought into 
the case by suggestion because it 
hasn't been brought into it by the 
evidence.” 


The court said it had “wondered” 
at the reason for the open court 
allegation of “unclean hands” since 
similar claims had been made in 
pre-trial memoranda and the open- 
ing statement “did not add any- 
thing except verbiage.” 


“It has been hinted at when the 
court had occasion to rule on a 
motion to limit the scope of the 
depositions,” the judge com- 
mented. “I knew it before ever 
coming out to try the case... 
there people have been in a some- 
what publicized case, subjected to 
an assertion that RKO and Mr. 
Hughes were going to prove that 
they were guilty of fraudvlent. in- 
tention and of overt acts looking 
toward fraud to an extent that a 
District Court of the U. S. could 
not grant them relief. 


“I have been sitting here now, 
and, as I say, it was 30 days yes- 
terday since this case started, 
waiting for some evidence of that. 
I cannot say that the evidence 
bears out to any degree at all 
even a suggestion of fraudulent 
intent or of unclean hands on the 
part of these plaintiffs. 


“There just is not any evidence 
of unclean hands or of any at- 
tempt to evade any tax. As t nh 
there isn't a suggestion in the evi- 
dence. There is a suggestion of it 
in the comments and in the argu- 
ments. There was an objective of 
— it — but that has fallen 
snort, 


‘Never Wipe Out the Harm.. .’ 

“Yeu never completely wipe out 
the harm that is done people by 
statements of that kind; although, 
on the other hand, the importance 


Chan-| Stein, head of MCA in France, is | of the slur is sometimes over-em- 
People go about 


too. 


Simmons-Granger 


Continued from page 7 





thinking ‘Well, this has been said 
about me and it is not true.’ They 
are made sensitive by it and it 
weighs on them more than it does 
with the short-memoried public: 
but nonetheless it is an unfortu- 
nate thing.” 


The court commented that it had 
had no “real confidence” in the 
possibility of a settlement and con- 
sequently had researched tax law 
to determine what was applicable 
to the ease. The findings, the 
judge said, convinced him that 
there was nothing wrong with the 
basic transaction in which Granger 
sought to sell the house and the 
book in a “package deal” for his 
wife’s services. 

“He bought the house before he 
realized the burden that a large 
house of that kind can be in 
Southern California, and he got 
more money invested in it 
than he wanted to have invested in 
a house. He wanted a different 
type of establishment. He wanted 
to sell it. It was a drug on the 
market. 

“RKO wanted to employ his 
wife. What would be more natural 
to an astute man with managerial 
talents, which I think equal those 
of Mr. Allenberg (Bert Allenberg, 
William Morris Agency veepee), in 
so far as they were demonstrated 
in this case. 

“Certainly, were I an actor I 
would just as soon be represented 
by Mr. Granger as by the Morris 
Agency. He did a very good job.” 

Discussing the. difference be- 
tween tax evasion and tax avoid- 
ance, the court commented that a 
“package deal” of this kind might 
be wrong if badly inflated values 
were placed on the properties to 
be sold. However, he added, “there 
isn’t any evidence or suggestion 
that the Grangers felt their house 
to be worth less than they were 
esking for it. In fact, there is a lot 
of evidence that it was worth sub- 
stantially what they were asking 
in this contract. 

“There isn’t any evidence that 
the story was worth less. But sup- 
pose it were. If it were worth less, 
before you could call their trans- 
action one in which they would be 
selling the services of Jean Sim- 
mons and calling it the price of the 
house, you would have to have an 
intent that they do that.” 

Under the terms of the settle- 
ment, Hughes pays all court costs 
and Gang’s attorney fees of $35,- 
000. Court costs include filing fees 
and the charge for the daily tran- 
script, which hit a total of 1,961 
pages. Transcript alone cost an 
estimated $3,000. 

In winding up the courtroom 
battle, the judge echoed the senti- 
ments of the handful of spectators 
and newsmen, commenting “It has 
been an interesting case in its 
broad aspects. At times it has be- 
come frightfully dull.” 


Exhibs-IATSE 


au=a=aas Continued from page 3 


jobs are in jeopardy in conse- 
quence of nosediving grosses, Don- 
nelly says: 

Among the proposals to be con- 
sidered are a drive to get the fami- 
lies of all AFL unions to attend a 
film at least once a week and to 
get more actively into the fight for 
repeal of the Federal 20% amuse- 
ment admission tax. 

Eric Johnston, head of the Mo- 
tion Picture Assn. of America, will 
be present during the convention, 
which promises to be one of the 
largest in point of attendance 
ever held here. Donnelly predicts 
there'll be 5,000 convention dele- 
gates and guests on hand. 

Approximately $20,000 will be 
spent by the local committee on 
arrangements. The International 
itself will dish out around $250,000 
for auditorium. space, banquets, 
hotel rooms, mileage and other 
delegate expenses, according to 
Donnelly. There'll be elaborate en- 
tertainment. 

The organization’s board of di- 
rectors will gather here a week 
ahead of the convention. 

11 Years Later 
Hollywood, July 22. 
Mickey Rooney, Ray McDonald 








/and Richard Quine, who teamed 


in Metro’s “Babes on Broadway” 
11 years ago, worked together 
again in Columbia’s “All Ashore, 
just completed. 

Rooney starred, McDonald was 





featured and Quine directed. 
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__ French 


that’s mapper ene pense serena in France 
and they feel it imperative to get | 
more than 90 licenses. 
‘No Subsidy’ Stand 

James A. Mulvey, prez of Sam- | 
uel Goldwyn Productions and 
chairman of SIMPP’s eastern dis- 
tribution committee, found com- 


Continued from page 4 


Decree 








, MPAA reps that no further import 


Americans have signed a contract | 


based on the decree. That is one | 


,of the reasons why MPAA mem-| tributors 


ber companies are willing to con- | 





plete support among his members 
for a “no subsidy” stand. It is| 
understood SIMPP would rather | 
accept the 90-pic ceiling than go} 
for the subsidy principle. Society | 
obiected to it in Italy and feels 
that any further acceptance would 
iust lead to similar demands by 
other countries. 

Mulvey feels that further nego- 
tiations are imperative. Neither he | 
nor Alfred W. Crown, Goldwyn 
sales chief, who repped SIMPP at | 
earlier sessions in Paris, will go 
there, however. 

Meantime, MPAA speeded up by 
two days the departure for Paris 
of Ted Smith, former aide to John 
G. McCarthy, director of the inter- 
national division of the association. 
Smith has been named the organi- 
zation’s Paris rep and planes out 
for the post today (Wed.). Already 
on the scene are Fayette W. All- 
port, London rep, and Eugene Van | 
Dee, Rome rep, who also sat in on | 
the original negotiations. 


Actual negotiations will be in the | 


hands of the VU. S. State Dept., 
though it took a slap from the 
French with the issuance of the 


decree over the weekend. Ambas- 
sador James Dunn had requested 
the French only last Thursday (17) 
to postpone further talks for a 
month. They told him they would 
consider it, and he reported his 
opinion, which was transmitted by 
State Dept. to the MPAA, that he 
had won his point. 

Two days later, without any no-| 
tice whatsoever, the decree was | 
issued. It obviously was in prep- | 
aration:at the very time that Dunn | 
huddling with the French | 
Foreign Office, since it was signed 
by three ministers and by Premier 
Pinay. | 

Dunn was seeking the delay as| 
a result of the stalemate resulting 
from two previous series of con- 
fabs with the French. These were 
handled by the State Dept. with 
industry reps sitting in as advisers. | 
The subsidy plan and a cut to 90 
imports annually were. suggested 
al that time, while the Yanks were 
plugging for free importation and 
tree remittances. 

The new decree slices to 138 pix 
the 186 permitted from the entire 
world in previous years. There is 
no country-by-country breakdown, 
but MPAA reps were told orally 
that 90 permits would be allowed 


re U. S. Its previous quota was 





was 


Remittances Unmentioned 

There is likewise no mention of 
remittances, but word given out 
by the French is that American | 
distribs would be permitted to) 
withdraw $1,200,000 annually at 
the official exchange rate (350) 
francs to the dollar) and the rest at 
the capital rate (now about 372 
to the dollar), Yanks have been get- 
ting about $4,500,000 out each year 
at the official rate, although every- 


thing has been blocked since last | 
November. 
The French have _ informed 
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|new ones in so that they can start 


| France 


| Vious sessions, is former topper of | 


; how 


sider the subsidy. 

There are enough unre- 
leased U. S. pix in France to hold 
the distribs until late fall. It is 
imperative, however, that they get 


now 


dubbing. They need the new 
in addition, 
are 


pix, 
because pix dubbed in 
also used in Belgium, | 


| Switzerland and French-speaking 
Canada. 
The State Dept. is expected to 


put up a mighty holler 
treatment by the French, 
tually it can’t take more than 
remonstrative steps until the in-| 
| ternational session in October on} 
the General Agreement on Tariffs 
and Trade. France and the U. S. 
are both. signatories and_ this 
country can make legal objection. | 
Distribs can't wait that long, how- 
ever. 
There 
cles 
ther 


the 
but ac- | 


at 


was brief talk in film cir- 
Monday of embargoing fur-| 
imports to France and hold-| 


| ing up release of pix already there. | 


Thinking was that this would make 
French exhibs scream and bring 
pressure on the government. How- 
ever, the idea was quickly dropped, | 
since Yanks don’t want to take} 
chances with devaluation or other | 
action against the $5,600,000 or so 
already blocked there. 

State Dept. is against a subsidy 
in principle, just as SIMPP is.| 
Whether MPAA could make a deal | 
without either State or SIMPP is| 
open to question. That leaves the | 
situation far from resolution. 

Repping the State Dept. in fur-| 
| ther talks with the French will be || 
Gerald Mayer, of the Embassy 
staff. Henri Labouisse, who han-| 
dled the earlier negotiations, is | 
ill. Mayer who attended the pre- 








the MPAA’s international division 
and Continental rep of MPAA. 
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50c a year for four years or 


down and 25c a year for four years. | 


The coin for financing this pur- 
chase reportedly will come from} 
three sources. Chemical Bank .& 
Trust Co., N. Y., and Mellon Bank, | 
in Pittsburgh, would put up $7,500,- 
000. DuMont and Chesler’s asso- | 
ciates would each put up an addi-| 
tional $2,500,000. That makes $12,- 
500,000 available. If the $6 cash 

payoff plan is used, the $500, 000 | 
aah remaining will be held for | 
working capital by the Chesler 
group. 

Banking Setup 

Howard Hughes, controlling 
stockholder in RKO, is reportedly 
personally guaranteeing $7,000,000 
of the Chemical loan. A side facet 
of the deal is understood to be an 
arrangement by Mellon Bank to 
take Bankers Trust, N. Y., com- 
pletely out of the RKO picture. 
Mellon and Bankers are partners 
in a loan to RKO totalling 
more than $7,000,000, and Bankers 
is understood willing to get out. 

Chesler is understood to have 
spent considerable time recently 
at the Mellon Bank in Pittsburgh 
with Noah Dietrich, Hughes’ prin- 
cipal lieutenant, and Tom Slack, 
Hughes’ lawyer. The Canadian was 
reported in New York yesterday 
(Tues.) working out final details. 

Move would still further 
strengthen Hughes’ hold on RKO. 
He now owns about 1,000,000 of the 
3,900,000 shares outstanding. By 
reducing the outstanding shares by 
2,000,000, which will be presented 
to RKO by Chesler for the nega- 
tives, Hughes will hold about 52° 
of the company. 

The reduction in shares will also 
greatly enhance the book value of 
the stock, which also makes the 
deal highly attractive to the RKO 
topper, Book value, as of last Dec. 
31, was $9.10. By cutting the 
number of outstanding shares in 
half, book value is automatically 
doubled. Since the value of the 
negatives is carried on the books 


‘at the nominal figure of $1, selling 


off this asset does not depreciate 
the book value. 
Also involved 
tions, it is understood, 
Gold, former sales 


in the negotia- 
is Harry 
chief 





Hughes’ indie product. 


[TV As Ad Medium | 
| 


permits will be issued until the | 


ja 
| ated 


| through 


| very 


| ducer-distributor 


lor civie groups might be valuable 


|} and 
| that could help the exhib. 


for | 


Urged on Exhibs By 
New England Assn. 


Boston, July 22. 
Greater use of television as 
n advertising medium was | 
urged upon producers and dis-| 
this week by Inde: | 
pendent Exhibitors, Inc., a New| 


with Allied States Assn. In 
raising the point in its current bul- 
leiin, the organization states: “We 
can never quite figure out why the | 
producers don't get to the public} 
their TV sets and show 
them trailers of the current movie | 
hits at a time before they become 
a lost audience. 


“With rare exceptions,” the bul- 
letin continues, “such as RKO’s| 
with ‘Alice’ and ‘King Kong’ (both 
successful), producer-distrib- | 


‘hep’ as to what's 


going on in the theatres. The time versive to make his position per- | 


i}to get to our audience is before 
show time, and TV is the best avail- 
able medium to accomplish this, 
but for reasons unknown we, as an | 
industry, are passing it up. Frank- | 
lv, we don’t understand. We're 
sending a copy of this to our pro- 
associates and 
we will let you know what comes—|f] 
| if and when.” 





Spingold’s Coast Talks 

Nate Spingold. Columbia veepee, | 

lleft New York for the Coast last | 
week for studio talks. 

Exec, who is overall chief of 
company’s publicity and advertis- | 
ing, will confer with prexy Harry | 
Cohn and other studio execs on up- 
coming product. 











Souvaine-Levin 
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| will probably be offered each film 
| before the non-theatrical shows are 
attempted. 

However, even where there is a 
theatre, Souvaine feels that one or 
two performances sponsored in 
their own auditoriums by church 


prior fo a run in the theatre. It 
| would be in the nature of a pre- 
view or a big-city charity preem 
get word-of-mouth around 


In addition to this aspect of the 
biz, Thomas will supervise regular 
regional sales reps handling prod- 
uct for theatres. Souvaine expects 
l|to have 15 or 20 pix next season, 
‘almost all of them in English. 
| Some are British-made, some have 
| been shot in English in other coun- 
tries and a few will have been 
| dubbed. 


Souvaine, who set up his film 
| outfit a couple years ago, is a 
TV and radio package producer. 
Thomas has been in distribution 
since 1913. He was one of the or- 
ganizers of Monogram and later 
was president and general sales 
manager of PRC Picures. He re- 
signed in 1947 and became prexy 
of Equity Pictures. 

Levin until last year was exec 
v. p. of Confidential Reports, Inc., 
which he helped found in 1945. It 
was a co-op set up by the major 
distribs for theatre checking. He’s 
also a vet distrib. 


RKO Indie Deals 


Continued from page 5 qa 


Revolutionary War hero. The 
other four productions will be an- 
nounced later. 

Deal is also in the works for 
RKO to acquire for release “Face 
to Face,” two-part film produced 
by Huntington Hartford. Film con- 
sists of adaptations of two short 
stories, “The Secret Sharer,” by 
Joseph Conrad, and “The Bride 
Comes to Yellow Sky,” by Stephen 
Crane. James Mason stars in the 
former ahd Robert Preston has the 
lead in the latter. 

On RKO’s future reissue slate 
are “Annie Oakley,” starring Bar- 
bara Stanwyck, and “Allegheny 
Uprising,” starring John Wayne. 
Another package consists of “Look 
Who’s Laughing” and “Too Many 
Girls,” both starring Lucille Ball. 
Latter includes Miss Ball’s vis-a- 
vis, Desi Arnaz. Dual bills are set 




















; nators. 


| added, 
| loyalty 








for re-release during August and| 
September. Company is also weigh- | 
ing a package consisting of “Top | 
Hat,” Ginger Rogers-Fred Astaire 
starrer, and “Suspicion,” starring 
Cary Grant. 





Reagan Seeks Revival 
Of ‘Loyalty Bd.’ Plan 


Hollywood, July 22. 


Revival of the Motion y 22. 


Industry 
| proposal, 
vote of the Screen Writers Guild, 
is being attempted by Ronald Rea- 


Council “loyalty board” 


Loew s Expenses 


| 
| 
| 
| 


recently defeated by a) 





| gan, president of the Screen Actors | 
| England theatremen’s group affili-| 


Guild and one of the plan’s origi- | 


He said the writers turned 
down the idea because of misun- 
derstanding and confusion, plus a 
“core of opposition from the little 
Red brothers.” 

“The proposed committee,” he 
“would not have been a 
board. I would be opposed 
to any loyalty board. I am against 
any private citizens acting as a 
court of judgment. This was not 
the purpose of the committee, 


: : 7 | which would have acted as a clear- 
| utor interests are doing nothing to | ¥ 


| keep the public 


ing house, permitting the freelan- 


cer unjustly accused of being sub- 


fectly clear. My principal concern 
now is for those risking unjust dis- 
crimination because of unfair ac- 
cusations.” 


Me ry Fecal ‘Switch | 
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table ibis Raed on only 
foreign market. 


from the 


+ period 


| $132,883,000 and 


| kowitz, 


}; per 


On the second front the Loew’s | 


adjustment in writeoffs showed the 


playoff of pix moving at close to! 


the same rate in the early weeks 


ily going slower. Consequently, the 


| total cost of each film is now being 


written off on the basis of 44.1% 
at the end of 12 weeks instead of 
44.8°> as formerly, 67.7° at 24} 
weeks instead of 70.7%, 77.5% at} 
36 weeks instead of 85.1%, 87.7% 
at 52 weeks instead of 95° and 
100% at 78 weeks, the same as 
| formerly. 
Changes 
March 13, 


were effectuated 


1952, Moskowitz said. | 


itr film, 


{ 


on | 


He added that if the amortization | 


table had continued 
the corporation’s profit for its re- 
cent 40-week fiscal period, 
amounted to $4,478,133, 
have been $117,082 less. 


would 


unchanged, |ment Guild—because 


which | 


Up $4,355,000 
For 40 Weeks 


Loew's overall expenses 
creased by $4,355,000 in the 40 
weeks ended last June 5, an ad- 
verse uptrend which clearly cued 
the corporation’s current economy 
drive. Despite an improvement in 
gross income and tax benefits from 
prior years, the net earnings for 
the period were off due to the 
higher cost of operations. 

Total revenue for the 40-week 
reached $135,646,000 and 
amounted to $125,630,000. In 
corresponding period of 1951, 
gross income was listed at 
costs at $121,- 


in- 


costs 
the 
the 


275,000. 

Loew's net profit for the new 
period was $4,478,133, equal to.87c 
per common share, it was reported 
at the weekend by Charles C. Mos- 
v.p. and treasurer. This 
compares with a net of $5,567,619, 
or $1.08 per common share, in the 
corresponding 1951 period 

Earnings for the 12 weeks ended 
last June 5 were $740,817, or l4c 
share, compared with $1,341,- 
754, or 26c per share, for the 12 
weeks ended June 7, 1951, Mos- 
kowitz reported. 


Kon-Tiki Mdse Co. 
Formation of Kon-Tiki Enter- 
prises, Inc., by Sol Lesser produc- 





after release date but subsenquent- | ions, Rand-McNally Publishing Co. 


and Thor Heyerdahl., 

“Kon-Tiki,” 
1 opening of 

Chicago, 

New outfit was set up to mer- 
chandise articles bearing a “Kon- 
| Tiki” motif, such as table lamps, 
| bookends, clocks, etc. 


producer of 
is disclosed 
headquarters in 








AMG Exits MPIC 
Hollywood, July 22. 

Another member group ankled 
the Motion Picture Industry Coun- 
cil—this time the Artists Manage- 
of a hassle 
over assessments and policies. 

Action followed that of 
Screen Directors Guild a 
months ago. 


the 
few 
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Clips From Film Row 





NEW YORK 


Warner Bros. district managers to 
their respective territories over the 
weekend following a two-day sales 
confab at the homeoffice. Session, 


presided over by Ben eg 


distribution v.p., wound up Friday 
(18). 
from now through the first of the 
year were discussed at the palaver. 


ST. LOUIS 


Tom Bloomer, prez of MPTOA of 
Eastern Missouri and 
Illinois, set Sept. 29-30 as date for 
annual meeting to be held here. 

A pass good for 30 days was 
awarded to every person in Dexter, 
Mo., who was born on July 7, 1907 


as part of the 45th anni celebration | 


of the lighting of the Weeks Thea- 
tre. town’s first film house. 
Mrs. Edith Major lighted her 


> new drive-in near Paris, Mo.. and 


A. Schwartz plans an early lighting 
of new ozoner near Sullivan, Mo. 
Ansell Bros., reopened their Em- 
press, St. Louis, for pictures until 
legit season starts in Sept. 
Midwest Theatres, Boston, Mass., 
relighted its Overland, St. Louis 
County. 
Recent shutterings in St. Louis 
area include the Uptown, owned by 
A. L. Matreci: the Capitol, a St. 
Louis Amus. Co., unit.. the Down- 
ing owned by J. R. and Earl Ruth, 


Downing, Mo.; the Ricky, Mattoon, | 


lll. owned by the Mullanev Bros., 
and the Sharob, Bunker Hill, Ill., 
owned by Tom Baker. 
Turner-Farrar Assn., owner and 
operators of theatres in southern 


Illinois applied to FCC for a tele- | 


vision station in Harrisburg, III. 


PITTSBURGH 


Charles Dortic, Columbia's 
branch manager in Albany for sev- 
eral years, returned to Pittsburgh 
as company’s salesman in the West 
Virginia territory. Transfer was at 
his own request. Dortic, who for- 
merly worked here for WB, UA 
and U, replaces Jack Jackter, who 
joins sales staff of the Washing- 
ton, D. C., exchange. 

Wayne McPeak resigned as man- 
ager of the Manos Theatre in Tar- 
entum. 

Bernadine Loper resigned her 
post at the Columbia exchange, 
and a new employee there is Vir- 
ginia Bayles, who was on the local 
20th-Fox staff some time ago 

Percentage suits filed by RKO 
20th-Fox, 
the Ligonier, Pa., theatre settled 
out of court by defendants James 
A. Alexas, Alex Alexas and J. E. 
Williams. They no longer have the 
house. It’s being operated under 
lease by Clyde S. Waugmaman. 

Jim Vazzana resigned his sales 
berth at the Monogram exchange. 

Regis Burns named supervising 
manager of the three Blatt Bros 
drive-ins in the Erie district, 
the Sky-Way, Lawrence Park and 
the Star. Until his shift, Burns di- 
rected publicity and advertising 
for the Blatt circuit from its head- 
quarters in Pittsburgh. 


CHICAGO 


Harry Brown returns as manager 
of the Oriental when it reopens 
July 29 with “Son of Paleface.” 
Larry Stein will do press. 

Charles Walters elected to Varie- 
ty Club board, replacing Leo Mil- 
ler, resigned. 

Capitol, Morrison, Ill., sold to 
LeRoy B. McMahon, who also op- 
erates the Gran, Granville, Ill. 

RKO, Columbia, and 20th all 
filed denials to the $24,000,000 Ess- 
aness suit this week. 


Plans for pix to be released | 


Southern | 


, Manager, held sales meeting of 
’ Kansas City, St. Louis, Omaha and 
| Des Moines staffers under his jur- 
| isdiction. 
| Art Anderson, promoted frem 
| Warner midwest to prairie district 
manager, moving to Chicago where 
he’ll make his headquarters. 

Gene Sichelman, Columbia home- 
office play representative, a visitor. 

Republic lining up saturation 
bookings for “Women of Wilder- 
ness,” formerly titled “Minnesota,” 
which has its world premiere in 
Duluth and here July 23 and 24. 

LeRoy J. Miller, Universal branch 
manegar, named distributor-chair- 
man for the COMPO sponsored 
“The Real Miss America” short. 

t 


LOS ANGELES 


M. & A. Alexander Productions | 


bought distribution rights to “Alas- 
ka Patrol,” an Edward L. Alperson 
picture formerly released through 
| Film Classics. 
| George A. Hickey, Metro’s west- 
ern sales manager, conducting 
meetings with branch managers in 
Salk Lake City and San Francisco 
to discuss fall release lineup. 
Gilbert Souto resigned 
eign publicity director for 
Disney Productions and left for 
| Rio de Janeiro, his native city, to 
become ad-pub director for the 


Brazilian branch of United Artists. | 


Sid Pink, sales manager for Arch 
Oboler Productions, closed a dea 
| with British-Lion for United King- 
dom distribution of ‘The Twonkey” 
| and “The Day After Tomorrow.” 


BALTIMORE 


| Loew’s Parkway, deluxe nabe 
| here, sold to Morris A. Mechanic, 
| who operates the downtown New 
and the nearby Centre. Mechanic 


| will shutter the house which at | 


| one time was one of the top profit 
| makers in town. Plans for an office 
| building or supermarket to replace, 
are being mulled. 


Elimination of the Parkway, now | 


leaves Loew's with only the deluxe 
| Century operating here, where it 
| previously operated along with the 
| Parkway, the Stanley, turned back 
to Warner Bros., and the Valencia, 
atop the Century, darkened some 
months ago. Chain maintained a 
| district office here which was sub- 
sequently switched to Washington. 
It also employed a city manager 
and publicity director in addition 
to individual house managers. 


Par and Loew's against | 


! 

| DENVER 

| Warren Butler resigned as man- 
ager of the Paramount, and went 
to Salida, Colo., as city manager 
|for Atlas Theatres. 

| Helen Stone, 20th-Fox secretary, 
| on film row many years, quits to 
| enter other business. 

| E. J. Touey, 60, long-time theatre 
| man, died after long illness at his 
Grant, Neb. home. 

Don Lappin, who recently re- 
| signed as Broadway manager, now 
| Managing the Ritz. 

Tom Bailey adds franchise of 
| Mutual Productions to his Lippert 
| Pictures agency. 

{ 


| REGINA, SASK. 


| Joe deVries, Winnipeg, new 
manager of Roxy and Princess the- 
atres at Melville, Sask., owned by 
Jack Zaitzow. Succeeds Joe Har- 
ris who moved to Winnipeg. 

,. Administrator of the theatres 
_ branch of the provincial labor de- 
partment for the past year, R. E. 
Tiffin, Regina, resigned to enter 
pee business at Indian Head, 
Sask. 


RKO Theatres moving its mid- | 


west headquarters from Chicago to 
Cincinnati. Jerome Schimbach. 
present division manager, switches 
to new center, but Frank Smith, la- 
bor relations contact, remains in 
Chicago. RKO new has only one 
theatre here, the Grand. 

Metropolis Corp., group of bond- 
holders in the Oriental Theatre 
Bldg., appealing to Illinois Su- 
preme Court for an acocunting of 
the Double B Co., last operators of 
the house before it shuttered June 
4. Indie reopens July 29 under 
Walco Corp. management. 


MINNEAPOLIS 


Federal amusement 
tax collections for June, mainly 
from film theatses. were $508,000. 
compared to $599,000 for the same 
1951 month, reflecting declining 
boxoffice trend. 

M.E.E., comprising leading Twin 
Cities conventional! theatre owners, 
inaugurating “buck night” at one 
of their five Minneapolis-St. Paul 
area ozoners, the Starlite, with a 
carload admitted for the single $1 
admission. 

M. A. Levy, 


‘ a ms Pe 


admissions ! 


20th-Fox district | 


DALLAS 


Sunset Theatre, Houston, leased | 


by Carlton Paulson, Helen Buck- 
ner, Charles Maisel, Jimmy Jeter, 
Clinton Howard and Carrol Gra- 
ham and reopens later this month 
as Academy Theatre. Group will 
show only Oscar winning films 


opening with “The Song of Berna- | 


dette.” Jeter will manage house. 
Harry Gould, 67, retired as man- 

ager of Palace Theatre, Fort 

Worth. In show business for 50 


years, he managed the Palace the 


past 26 years. 

Beulah Green named assistant 
manager of State Theatre, San 
Antonio. Her old post as cashier 
of the Aztec will be taken by Bar- 
bara Moorehead. ’ 

Bob Vaught purchased the Rio 
Theatre at Dayton from J. G. Long 
Theatre Circuit with headquarters 
at Bay City 
atres at 
Tex. 

Joe Brown, city manager in Tex- 
as City, for the Long Theatre Cir- 
cult, named prez of Rotary Ciub 
there at its annual election last 
week, 


Cross Plains and Baird, 


as for-| 
Walt | 


Vaught operates the- | 


Omaha, July 22. 

Business evidently okay from the 
holdovers. “Lovely to Look At 
went into its third week at the 
Omaha. Of the new pictures, 
“Diplomatic Courier” at the Or- 
pheum with “Fort Defiance” had a 
good opening. 4 

“Skirts Ahoy” went into the 
State last Tuesday (22) following 
two weeks of “Carbine Williams” 
and “When in Rome.” “Walk East 
‘on Beacon” and “Brave Warrior 
lat the Brandeis not very im- 
| pressive. 
Estimates for This Week 

Brandeis (RKO) (1,500; 16-70)— 
“Walk East on Beacon” (Col) and 
|“Brave Warrior” (Col). Not so hot 
| $6,000. Last week, “Rancho Notori- 
lous” (RKO) and “Tembo” (RKO), 
light $5,000. 





Orpheum (Tristates) (3,000; 16-70) | 


—‘Diplomatic Courier” (20th) and 
“Fort Defiance” (UA). Opened 
Friday and may get $9,500. Last 
| week, “Scaramouche” (M-G) and 


above first estimate with $10,500. 
Omaha (Tristates) (2,100; 16-79) 
—“Lovely to Look At” (M-G) (3d 
wk). Still doing nicely at $7,500. 
Last week, very good $9,000. 
State (Goldberg) (865; 25-76)— 
'“Carbine Williams’ (M-G) and 
“When In Rome” (2d wk). Okay at 
$5,000. Last week, $6,500. - 


DENVER 


(Continued from page 8) 
| $14,000 and holding. Last week, 
“Pat and Mike” (M-G) (4th wk). 
| Fair $6,000. 
| Denham (Cockrill) (1,750; 40-85) 
—‘Jumping Jacks” (Par) (2d wk). 
Fair $9,500 but holds. Last week, 
i big $16,500. 
| Denver (Fox) (2,525; 40-85)— 
| “Lydia Bailey” (20th) and “Return 
lof Frank James” (20th), day-date 
|with Esquire. Fair $13,000. Last 
|week, “Winning Team” (WB) and 








\“Outlaw Women” (Lip), good 
| $16,000. 
Esquire (Fox) (742; 40-85) — 


“Lydia Bailey” (20th) and “Return 
of Frank James” (20th) as Denver. 
Fair $2,500. Last week, “Winning 
Team” (WB) and “Outlaw Women” 
(Lip), good $3,000. 

Orpheum (RKO) (2,600; 40-85)— 





| (Indie) (2d wk). Fair $10,000. 
| Paramount (Wolfberg) (2,200: 40- 


| $5) —"“She’s Working. Her Way 
Through College” (WB). Big $16,- 


, 500 and holds. Last week, “Cripple 
|Creek” (Col) and “Red. Snow” 
1 (Col), fine $14,000. 

| Tabor (Fox) (1,967: 40-85)— 
“Ivory Hunter” (U) and “Just 
Across the Street” (U), as Aladdin, 
Webber. Good $8,000. Last week, 
|““Valley of the Eagles” (Lip) and 
| “Stolen Face” (Lip), good $7,500: 
| Vegue (Pike) (600; 60-85)—“Ad- 
}venturess” (Indie). Poor $1,500. 
|Last week, “Emperor’s Nightin- 
| gale” (Indie), dull $1,600. 
| Webber (Fox) (750; 40-85) — 
“Ivory Hunter” (U) and “Just 
| Acro.s the Street” ‘U), as Aladdin, 
Tabor. Good $3,750. Last week, 
“Valley of the Eagles” (Lip) and 
“Stolen Face” (Lip), good $4,000. 


KANSAS CITY 


‘Continued from page 8) 
mouche” ‘M-G) (2d. wk), 
$8,500. 

Missouri (RKO) (2.650; 50-57)—~— 
| “California Conquest” (Col) and 


|““Cripple Creek” (Col). Fairish 








good 





| $5,000. ; Last week, “Walk East on 
| Beacon’ (Col) and “Brave War- 
| rior” (Col), same 


x Paramount (Tri-States) (1,900: 
| 90-69)—“Jumping Jacks” (Par) (2d 
wk). Holds to great $11,000, and 
, Will hold again. Last week, sock 
| $18,000, best money here in many 
weeks. 

Tower, Uptown, Fairway, Gra- 
nada (Fox Midwest) (2.100. 2.043, 
700, 1.217; 50-75)—“Has Anybody 
Seen My Gal?” (U) at all four 
houses, 


with “Wagons West” 
(Mono) added at Tower and 
Granada. Topping average for 


$14,000. Last week, “Ivory Hunter” 





pert), so-so $11,000. 

Vogue (Golden) (500: 50-85)— 
“Odette” (Indie). Mild $1,400. 
/Last week, “Wooden Horse” (In- 
die), satisfactory $1,500. 


SEATTLE 


‘Continued trom page 9) 
in His Arms” (U) (2d wk). 
$” .400. 

Palomar (Sterling) (1,350: 50-$1) 
—"East on Beacon St.” (Col) plus 
Yvette Dare aiid buriey stage show. 
Great $12.000 on eight days. Last 
week (45-70) “6 Convicts” (Co!) 





oke 


slow six days, $2.600. 

Paramount (Evergreen) (3,039: 
65-90) — “Diplomatic Courier” 
1(20th) and “Maytime in Mayfair” 


(Indie). Cood S8.000. J.ast week, 
“Wagons Wes.” ‘“Iono) and * “eud- 
jin’ Fools” (Muno), slow $4,600. 


Holdovers Sustain Omaha, 
‘Courier’ Eyes Good 912G 


“Here Come the Marines” (Mono), | 


“Robin Hood” (RKO). Fine $16,- 
000 and holds. Last week, ‘Skirts | 
Ahoy” (M-G) and “Breakdown” | 


(U) and “Valley of Eagles” (Lip- | 


and “Half Breed” (RKO) (2d runs). ' 


Wednesday, July 23, 1952 
2 


| : 
Picture Grosses 


HIE og yong 8) WASH. LAGS, BUT ‘WALK’ 
14G, ‘COURIER’ 1g¢ 


| Wk). Dipped to about $14,000 fol- 
lowing neat $23,500 for first. 
Metropolitan (NET) (4,367; 85- ; Washington. 
With a few exceptions. busines 
on the main stem is only fair te 


$1.25)—“Captain Pirate” (Col), 
middling as programs change fr 








July 29. 








Johnnie Ray and others onstage. 
| Opened fair Fri. (18); figures a 


| disappointing $40,000. .Last week, |Sock to so-so product. The prise 
Wait Till Sun Shines, Nellie” | Spots are “Walk East on Beant 
| (20th) and “Navajo” (Lip). Sluggish | @2d “Diplomatic Courier.” ; 
'$11,500 for eight days. Estimates for This Week 
Orpheum (Loew) (3,000; 40-85)—| Capitel (Loew’s) (3.434. s=.o 
“Pat & Mike” (MG) and “Montana |“Lady in Iron Mask =a 
| Territory” (Col) (2d wk). Off to|yaude. Fair $15,000 1. " pies 
J hud wee 


| about $10,000 following oke $15,500 | «pat and Mike” (M-G) 
| for’ first. vaude, sock $21,000. 


— 
<d wk) and 


Paramount (NET) (1,700; 40-85) Dupont | ge 
| —“Working Way Through College” “Under Paris ‘Sky (Indie). Okay 
|(WB) and “Wagons West” (Mono) | $4,000. Last week. “Never kay 
(2d wk). Oke $9,500 after $13,500/No for Answer” (indie) \3q .X° 
| last. | satisfactory $3,000. vd wk), 

State (Loew) (3,500; -40-85)—| Keith’s (RK _— er 
| “Pat & Mike” (M-G) and “Montana | “Robin Hood” RRO ene? 
Territory” (Col) (2d wk. Near / wk). ney) (3d 


- Very good $13 after {; 
$6,000 after nice $10,800 in first. et tog ced ae atter fat 


Metropolitan (Warner) 1.299 
' ; 
'St. Loo Okay; ‘Gal’ 116, 





| 0-80)—"Denver and Rio Grande” 

|(Par). So-so $4,500. Last week 
€ . 9 F 17 500 a ye > (Par), okay $5.100. - 
| alace (Loew’s) (2,370: 50-89) 
ourier ast $ , |““Diplomatie Courier’ a 
St. Louis, July 22. /ing strong at $18,000 and probably 
Hot interest via TV in Demo-| holds. Lag week, “Kangaroo” 
'cratic national convention is cut- | (20th), fair $10,000. 
'ting into grosses at mainstemmers| Playhouse (Lopert) (485: 50-$1) 
|after fine biz was racked up over |—‘Marrying Kind” (Col) (7th and 
\the weekend. “She’s Working Her | last wk). Nice $4,000 after $3,500 
| Way Through Coliege” is off to a/in_ previous week. 


nice start as is “Francis Goes to| Warner (WB) (2,174; 50-80)— 
| West Point.” “California Conquest” (Col). Aver- 
Estimates for This Week jage $10,000. Last week. “Working 


Ambassador (F&M) (3,000; 60-| Way Through College” (WB). al- 
75)—“Anybody Seen My Gal” (U)| most tops with $13,500. 
fanc “Red Ball Express” (U). Good Trans-Lux (T-L) (654; 60-$1)~— 
'$11,000. ast week, “San Fran-| “Walk East on Beacon” (Col), 
‘cisco Story” (WB) and “Valley of ;Smash $14,000. Last week, “En- 
| the Eagles” (Lip), nice $2,500. |core” (Par) (9th wk). Okay finish 
| Fox (F&M) (5,000; 60-75)—‘Fran- | at_ $4,000. 

ces Goes to West Point” (U) and| Ontario (K-B) 44-74)— 
'“Ivory Hunter” (U). Opened to-| “Lydia Bailey” (20th) (3d wk, 
iday (Tues.). Last week, “Diplo- | Okay $6,000 after better than ex- 


(1,424. 





;matic Courier’ (20th) and “Lady | pected $8,100 in previous week. 

in Iron Mask” (20th), swell $17,500. | — 

| Loew’s (Loew) (3,172; 50-75)— |} 

: mca | 6 we 

“Pat and Mike” (M-G) (2d wk). 

| Neat $12,500 following solid $18,- Courier Healthy 126, 

000 for first stanza. ‘ ? ° 

| Missouri (F&M) (3.500; 60-75)— | Kong 186 In P roy. 

\“She’s Working Her Way Through Diisidenee July 2% 

| Cotege” (WB) and ae Pico Opening to terrific biz, “King 

Porm gg agg gy Fn = Kong” is leading RKO Albee to 
4as JeeCK, s "OSS | bi ome ‘ rster ; 
Street” (U) (24 wk), trim $12,500. | Streng Sith “Jumping Jacke” and 

Pageant (St. L. Amus.) (1,000; Majestic with “Diplomatic Courier” 

75-90)—"‘My Son John” (Par). Okay | are very steady. Loew’s holding 
$4,000. Last week, “Lavender Hill lover with “Pat and Mike 7 

Mob” (U) (2d wk), $3,500. Estimates for This Week 


“Shady Oak (St. L. Amus.) (800; 1 9900: 44-65)— 
Modest $4,500. Last week, “Man opening day. Gross may be kept 
in White” (U) (5th wk), fair $3,000./ Gown because it’s the small fry 





| which is filling the house, but man- 
agement is still claiming a cloud- 
| busting $18,000. Last week “Wiid 


LOUISVILLE 


(Continued from page 8) Ban ae Mi alae Mar- 

; : | gin” ( , nice $7,800. 
| Week, same bill managed sturdy | Majestie (Fay) (2.200: 44-65!— 
| $3,500. (20th) and 


octane ceeere Seales 1.800: | 3 for Bedroom * (WB). Healthy 
| 34-75)—"“She's Working Her, Way | $12,000. Last week, ‘She's Work- 
Through College” (WB). Pacing | ing Way Through College” ‘WB) 
the town, and looks to return big ; 


$8,500, plenty good_ considering pa ong B p8 1,000 Women 
{current hot speH. “Last week , nice $8,000. : ts 
State (Loew) (3,200; 44-65 


|“Winning Team” (WB) (2d Wi), | «pat and Mike” (M.G) and “Holi 


'neat $5,500. - » : 1) 

: .| day for Sinners” (M-G) (2d Wk. 
|_ Rialto (Fourth Avenue) (3,000; Fairish $6,500. Last week, took in 
54-75) — “Diplomatic Courier | steady $11 000 


|(20th) and “Corporal Dolan Goes | Strand (Silverman) (2.200; 44-65) 


” ‘ | 
teme © BED. ek “Clash By | Jumping Jacks” (Par) opened 
Night” (RKO), okay $9,500. | Monday (21). Last week, salied 
| State (Loew's) (3.000: 54-75)— | ma Conquest” (Col) and “Re 


“Lovely To Look At” (M-G) (2d }520W" etl, Sale. S800. 


wk). Well-liked film, but wicket | 
response on h.o. week is sluggish. | « ‘ae 2 

Mild $8,000. Same pic chalked up| Married’ Perky -oagagg ¢ 
nice $10,000 on opening stanza. ‘ j u 

| Strand (FA) (1,200; 54-75)-- Kong’ Fat 8G ed on 
“Tembo” (Indie) and “Narrow Mar-| . , Buffalo, Ju «King 
| gin” (RKO). Modest summer fare. | We're Not Married,” anc laa 
\likely fair $3,000 in sight. Last | Kong” are best of the new entries, 
‘week, “Valley of Eagles” (Lip) and | Martin & Lewis’ “Jumping Jacks, 
“Loan Shark” (Lip), okay $3,500. in second week at the Paramount, 


iis holding firm after a se 
CLEVELAND 


initialer. 
(Continued from page 9) 








Estimates for This Week 
Buffalo (Loew's) (3,000; 40-70 a 
“Diplomatic Courier” (20th) an 


wk). Smart $11,000 on h.o., fol- “You Can’t Beat the Irish” —— 
lowing $16,000 for last bout. Slim $10,000. Last week. Lovely 
Stillman (Loew's) (2,700; 55-80) | to Look At” (M-G) (2d wk), 50.0" 


fhi—— 


—‘‘Fort Osage” (Mono) and “Waco” Paramount (Par) (3,000; 40-: 


(Mono). Lively $7,000. Last week, “Jumping Jacks” (Par) and te 
|“Anything Can Happen” (Par) and | Osage” (Mono) (2d wk). 1) ' 
|“Aaron Slick” (Par), poor $4,000. $12.000 after smash $22,000 
Tower (Scheftel-Burger) (500: 55- week. TT 
80)—“‘Wild Htart’” (RKO) (m.o.). Center (Par) (2.100; 40-\") 
Well liked at $2,500. Last week, “We're Not Married” (20th). be'h" 


$8,000. Last week, “The Winnine 
Team” (WB) (2d wk), $5 000. 7 
Lafavette (Basil) (3,000, 40-«' 
Lower Mall (Community) (585; 55- “Paula” (Col) and “Ret Sno". 
| 80) —“Diamond City” and “Fighting | (Col). Fair $7,500. 4a Uy all 
Rats of Tobruk” (Indie). Hiked by| “Sally and Saint Anne’ ‘ 


. . sna”? (Col). $6,900 
controversial uncensored newsreel, | “Pirate Submarine 03000 40- 


“Konga, Wild Stallion” (Col) and 
“Yank in Indo-China’( Col) (reis- 
| sues), okay $2,400. 


shown on bill to test legality of Century (20th Cent.) and 
Ohio's film censorship laws, but 70)--“King Kong”  (7s") * 
sighting mild $2,500. Last week, | “The Leopard Man RK week 
\“Geisha Girl” (Indie) (24d wk) and | issues). Good $8,000. | — “and 
““-omer Storm” (reissue), fair, “Lady in Iron Mask” (20!n' 
1 $2,400. \“Kansas Territory” (Col), s#!* 


Ma 
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ae & * | d ? : - 
| | UA’s Average Billing par, |ddustry s Fromotion paign 
is | S Average Ings For Rackmil Replies : 

, : _ Continued from page 3 eee T N . e e je ° 
° |T Frrnoua tes 00 on. 50-|ortucrs snd no ve pau tn g_ , 10 Stockholder Suit’ Going Almost Unnoticed by Filmites 
t 000 week. Cost of the domestic }is held in an entirely segregated | Sept. 15 has been set as the new | 

operation, including homeoffice, | account. | deadline for answers to be made | ar 3 2 
exchanges and other expenses is! Despite the considerable im | by Milton Rackmil, Universal-| ss First three series of ads in what 

Sg around $90,000 a week. That| provement in UA's affairs since | Decca president, and officers and) Develop Press Setups Bikes originally to have been an 
to a would give the company a profit) Krim and associates took over in directors of U in the action brought ee | eer wane ap bcnggee cine « thal 
an i every week. | March, 1951, they are far from | by U stockholder Florence Long. For Variety Clubs | palgn have virtually passed unno- 
ht In addition, the foreign depart- | complacent about the future. They | The date for answering Miss Long's Las Vegas, July 22. fe ge - pm phahenaytage g : eer 
n” ; ment has been put on a substan-| feel that there are still plenty o' complaint has been postponed sev-| Chief Barker Ben Goffstein and | «‘\jovjetime USA” i cee f 

tial black-ink basis since Arnold | hurdles eral times. crew of Variety Club Tent No. 39 | last ial cawen pan yy 
; Picker was named its chief last One problem is to assure itsel! Miss Long contends that the| named Eugene Murphy of Wilbur | gone be tediedinnal: exiane ii Ragen 

_ ‘ fall. It has taken him most of that|a continued supply of product, | Stock transactions by which Decca Clark's Desert Inn as press rep tO| tied in to direct plug on , for 
us ; time to reorganize and solve many | More generally, UA faces the semen | obtained control of U had the ef-; assist the local tent in securing specific film . ug Copy oS 
ak. problems, but momentum was fi-| hazards as the entire industry in | !¢¢t of enriching the defendants at local and national publicity for Va- | oe ; nay 
nd nally achieved in May and a rea-|a decline of grosses due to TV and | the expense of the film company riety Clubs International. Institutional motif in all three 

sonably good income is expected to.| other causes. It feels it has a eer She demands an injunction and an Under direction of International peew inet of ads in the current cam- 

_ : show up on the énd-of-the-year|tain advantage in this respect | 2ccounting. Press Guy Jack Chisholm of Asso- | Pi Seen, Sree 
in ; tally however, in that it has no financial | ciated Screen News, Ltd., Toronto, | SU>tle reminder that the theatre 
. ‘ PF tas aoe : . é al | a new pub relations progr: is | Screen can offer greater scope and 
ke ; Revolving Fund Eaten Up | investment in pix or no other ma-|{] pub relations. program 18 | | tertal "V Ri 
k), 4 ‘ blem is | J0%_assets, such as a studio that | Drive Ins being organized. Each tent will preeng conggee TV. oa a 

4 Company’s current problem is) })j kre oe = have a press rep who'll collaborate | Aas not been mentioned in 

_—~ @ that it has pretty well chewed up | heavy sgeduind dagen  iecenane | | | with ndeomation media in his own | any of the copy, however. 
3d é the $2,000,000 revolving fund set} UA's TV distributi . poses —_— Continued from page 3 Smet | Community. Most recent institutional plugs 
lat i up when the Krim_ group took | heron i ite cen Gopertanont | the drive-ins to take early runs that | Action was decided upon at the | appeared last week in Paramount's 

; over by Walter E. Heller & Xe. ture b t th 5 Sanna. 6. She. Be don't materially help their busi-| ¥@riety Clubs’ annual convention pre-opening campaign for “Carrie” 

0 Chicago financial outfit, for back- lans 2 te are no immediate ness, but can By He hurt com-| Held here last May in order to ac- | at the Capitol, N. Y., and will be 
e” ing indie pix. Money is virtually —_— 9 emtance it. It's now break peting four-w all houses " | quaint the public with humanita- followed in other cities. Par is ex- 
i \ all committed now and the fund —_ even, and the company execs | = |rian work being done by members | pending approximately $20,000 for 
| must await return from Heller-fi- lope to maintain it on that levei | Moral Suasion |of the amusement industry. About | extra space to carry the industry- 
en nanced pix before further loans in ?. . little better until they've | ecesdiass of thal awe, nreler $3,000,000 annually is spent by the | promotional lines. 

10- any substantial number can be h eG the problem of financing | ..-es the distribs can do = more | O'Sanization in “helping handi-| Previous pix tied up with the 
sly made. — theatrical product. than use moral suasion in fine eles capped and underprivileged chil- | current campaign were Universal's 
0" Krim and his associate, Robert}. They figure that to make an| hack runs. It's like trying to hold | 4" throughout the world. “Sally and St. Anne” and 20th- 
S. Benjamin, were in Chicago re-|!™portant moneymaker of the} pack the sun, however, since the Foxs Wait Till the Sun Shines, 
bl) portedly to huddle with Heller on | telepix division, they'll have t»| drive-in ops have every legal right | Nellie.” Other companies are com- 
nd this subject last week. Since the finance packages. Making a series | on their side. If they want to com- | - |mitted to follow suit when they 
- Heller coin is being used only as|Of 26 or 39 of such films at $25,-| pete with standard theatres for | €CCa a ery ong | Rave pix on which they desire to 
-_ first-money—a relatively safe po- 000 each ties up tremendous product, the law requires that dis- | | spend extra coin and which they 
1. sition—and payoff looks certain on | amounts of coin—beyond what the | trips give them an equal chance. | | See! worthy Of) faciusjon im., the 
ng 3 virtually all the pix he has fi-| market is now able to return. UA} Actually, the ozone men claim | 7 : : tegee ~ge* 
al- 3 nanced, Krim and Benjamin are | feels that it is not in position yet|that earlier runs do give them! 0 ] ites in |__Par’s copy read: “Only on the 

understood talking with him onthe | to gamble on residuals that might} more biz. They gay they've done 9 motion picture screen could drama 

— possibility of extending the size of| take years to realize and against | well with the late availabilities tng | oF such scope, such intensity, such 
sh), the revolving fund. which reserves must be set up| put when they see ho i ther Decca Records has been paying | artistry, be portrayed as in Wil- 
a s18 ,| that mar the com rs »j é ; uses in otMer| dividends to stockholders regular-|liam Wyler's long-awaited produc- 
MN Availability of the Heller money | “. company’s flanancial | parts of the country doing even ‘ ; A 8 ad produc 
ich A han’ aiven the distrib the | Picture. FP ate he, or 4 Olly since 1937, but in varying | tion of ‘Carrie’... the first in a 

to ‘UA has given he distri * etter with diminished clearances, | amounts, the platter outfit has in | new season series of important at- 

_ pom nak “ta Was ates ot ype ort to get raf aa é formed the Securities & Exchange | tractions.” 

k). t . : G S + 5 a lile grosses can be pushed up|Commission. Also, earnings hit a Universal's 2V Was » . 
1s most pix 2 —_— v3 a =. reatest how mash in some cases with better runs, | peak of $1,984,000 in 1946 and are | “Look at these ly nd a 

tained angeling from Heller for) , ‘ that doesn’t necessarily mean an| currently running at a substantial-| which was a drawing of smiling 

the preceens, VA has taken a $33,300 in Coast Ozoners improvement in net. The earlier|ly lower level. patrons in a theatre. It plugged 

- t ae ae eee hes Aimiies. File 0 the run, the higher the film rental. Interest ine Decca has become |further that enjoyment was greater 

ot Seat akinaee pe _ es a s, July ; Instead of cheap, flat rentals on} widespread within the fitm indus- by seeing entertainment in a group 

ro le i. aiven ten aaee nate : i Growing importance of  the| which many outdoor ops were mak-|try as a result of its acquisition | and went on, “Nowhere, but no- 

Vv e tential that can be aeetiaed out of drive-in theatre in the film indus-|i™& @ handsome buck, they're pay-| of control of Universal. Milton/ where, is heartwarming laughter 
e . , -a...11¢try was demonstrated by tl vet | NB percentages for early runs, and | Rackmil, Decca’s $85,000-per-year so richly enjoyed as at the mo- 

‘ eventes yy Engh ge oan idee h 80: rated by Gan Sext it is not always profitable. prez, last week was elected to the | vies.” 

0 - substantial inacmnl obits sees. tt reatest ow On Earth” in six! U.S. are figured to be giving dis- Report to the SEC showed | pitched that a theatre is the place 
ns j ae : year. theatres in this territory. Three|tribs almost 20% of all film rent-|Decca’s ups and downs for the|to enjoy a film. Some of the ads 
ad ! has always been agreed previously ; als. Number of ast 10-vear period, and in each , : 

that no company can live satis-|0zoners, with only one show an|2*- Sumber of ozoners has con- | pa: es Bs os ac | are being placed in pressbooks by 
ng factorily on distribution fees alone. | evening, raked in a total of $33,300 ang ps 1 yn gp Raletge se Gare’s the. bam nh eal cpg m ePag = ee Sh Hee 

Heaviest Income | {or the week, while the three con-| reno lager going great be are | coe g “Grom NetProft |themueiven, ‘exhioe’ will ‘hve 
Heaviest part of UA’s income | Ventional houses drew $21,900, in-| paradoxically that it is a result of |1942 ....$10,135,000 $ 806,142 | further opportunity to cooperate 

: this year has come from “African| Cluding evening and matinee! their own success. It has develop- | 1943 .... 11,351,000 1,036,000 | Campaign was originally plotted 
~ Queen,” Sam SpiegelJohn Huston shows. _ |ed such competition in some areas, | 1944 . 13,561,000 1,000,000 | to be spearheaded by the Council 
‘a film which has proved tremen-| Breakdown on the ozoners dis-| such as Denver and Charlotte, that | 1945 .... 15,836,000 839,692 | of Motion Picture Organizations, 
wd dously successful. It alone will bring | Closes that the Century collected | there are hardly enough cars to go | 1946 .... 31,052,000 1,984,000 | as was last fall’s. At that time, 
i the company about $1,000,000 in $12,000, the El Monte $10,800 and | around. 1947 .... 32,978,000 1,662,000 | nine companies were represented 
od distribution fees. The high point |the Olympic $10,500. Details of 1948 .... 24,449,000 885,791 |} in one full page ad that was used 
— in UA billings, well over $400,000 | the hard-tops are: California, $8.- | 1949 .... 22,550,000 907,000 | simultaneously throughout the 

weekly, was achieved when | 600; Vogue, $7,100, and Roxy, $6,-| Reade Ozoners Use 1950 .... 21,786,000 1,004,000 | country. ‘ 
_ “Queen” was at its peak. 200. Combined capacity of the| /1951 ,... 19,767,000 703,670 Some pub-ad managers balked 
nd An even bigger third quarter drive-ins is 2,200 cars or 4,950 per- Ci A +t T U B.0 | During the first four months of| at going into an ad with other 
hy than the first or second stanza is re share, houses total Ircus ACIS 10 p ALA sy Boy earnings oe ye " ce and there were other 
rk- expected by UA toppers. For the | > seats. Sitveta tedeiees of the: Wali 19, on gross revenues 0 | disagreements as to the timing 

B) Gest tiene of ’ om wie. = ee SS ae wow 1. Oln.cen and percentage of institutional 
n they'll the ype nig Monten “big” Reade circuit are again stimulating; Divvy record was given by Decca! copy in individual ads that were 
picture—that’s any film that prom- 20th Execs Condemn business through use of circus-type eee oa? at ge Page to be —_ as an alternermaas 
— ises m od ° ° : : sie 949, eC; , ec; ; c:|a result, every company has been 
nf in UA p Slash seteeas auvthe Unfair Commie ene | ee Se ee gone Ate 1952 (six months through June | left pretty much to do what it 
geo a single quarter. | a Hollywood, July 22. | Chain, which has five ozoners in| 20’+ 35¢- chooses, with only very general- 
“The “big” pix will be Stanley | secre at’ the noon oauunism |New Jersey and one in New York. | sclai he thos See 
65) Kramer’s “High Noon” and David eget : booked such turns to advantage last | U's Own M ster | Fad a . - 7 © , 
ed Rose’s “Island of Desire,” both dustry were condemned by 20th-| year, The repeat was decided up- | fas y y jwho {s chairman of the. Motion 
wn shunt to tn taleened, ie eddies Fox executives at the annual meet-/ 6, jin light of favorable audience | Universal’s homeoffice had a) Picture Assn. of America’s pub-ad 
ed they'll overlap “Queen - which has | .28 of the studio’s American Legion reaction in 1951. crime story last week that wasn't | committee, 

been in distribution Se chan vs | Post. Declaring the Commy situa- | Four diff —n fon reels. Publicity chief Phil | 
montt er ; a Bg 'X tion in Hollywood is 1,000% im-|, Four different acts have been | Gerard's wallet was lifted from the | : 
— a oad is still bringing in| ppoved today as compared with inked to date. They include Pen-| pocket of his coat, hanging in his | More Drive-Ins Get 
nsidera le coin. ; ,, | 1945, Fred S. Meyer, studio direc- | ney Millette, a sway-pole po |e closet, by a character rep-| 
The UA execs see in “Noon | tor of industrial relations, said: “If| The Stardusters, another sway-pole | pesenting himself as a telephone | Ch k dB Willm k 
iff and “Desire” a challenge. Last | outsiders are permitted to continue | turn; The Great Wilno, billed as! pepairman. | ecked by ar 
7 comnaae a ye Bat pe tan agny ye pa a Spreng Bo Bye ves ee eatin on! hig selected payday weno f-| Reports that Willmark Service 
if F of suaes” aa a gee nism in Hollywood’ without a voice | eon oa go Py > | fort, but Gerard has his wad in his | System is checking more drive-ins 
es. ry 1 poor produc . being raised as to the actual facts, | pna bs a pony a g. trousers pocket and the stolen w al- this year than ever before were 
= stantial non fi” Pena, Ary sub-|a great injustice will be done to a/ Occasionally, free teaser shows | let contained nothing but non-| confirmed this week by a Willmark 
nt, : xT grosses. When that was} great industry that has done and is/are given in play areas during the | negotiable paper. official and one of the major dis- 
ash : belied by the returns 0n/ doing so much for so many.” | afternoon. For example, at Reade’s |tributors the agency represents. Al- 
‘Queen,” the word was that UA Fred L. Metzler, studio treasurer,! Eatontown. N. J., Drive-In last though reluctant to discuss ‘the 

_ —— do it by concentrating every-| pointed out that 26,000 film em-| week Miss Millette climbed a 125: | | ‘situation, the Willmark exec cau- 
or ins on one pic at a time. Now | ployees contributed $1,200,000 to foot pole before a group of mostly |} 3 Rank Reps tiously admitted that his men have 
company hopes to show pro-/national and local charities last moppets. She waved to the kids | been active in the field 
ae psa it can take multiple | year, and added: “Our production and urged them to come back a ——— Continued from page 5 Paramount sales chief Alfred Ww 
10. . grenn Gt eee and get good | workers are family men making | night. | claiming a monopolistic mutiplicity | Schwalberg agreed that the reports 

ad ¢ — - ~~ | their contribution to the future of of interests because he is one of | were correct but failed to see any- 
wrt _ Healthy, Liquid Position jthe country. Two-thirds of them} _ . the owners and an exec of United | thing “unusual” about the stepup 

m Substantial level of profit at |W" their — ee Mine Flatbush Theatre, B’klyn, | artists. Benjamin has denied the|in checking. “There are more 
st which UA has operated this year | ™arried and 50° have chi dren. | Converting to Stores | allegation of cross or collusive in- | drive-ins this year,” he pointed out, 

t has been stashed away by Krim g . .\terests and has maintained that he | “and it’s a matter of simple mathe- 

- and Benjamin to give the company Mass.’ New Wage Scales Plans have been set in motion | wij} not resign on that account. | raatics that more of them will be 
a healthy, liquid cash position. | Boston, July 22. | for converting the Flatbush The® | Aside from utilizing Beniamin’s | checked.” 

5 i Thus, when Pathe in a suit versus! The Massachusetts Wage Board | tre, Brooklyn, formely a link in the | experience, it is understood that| Another distributor spokesman 

; . U \ a couple weeks ago attached has issued the following- minimum | ‘Subway Circuit, into stores and | Rackmil has no desire to make any | empliasized that since drive-ins 
yi two New York bank accounts} wage orders applicable to pic thea- | Offices. House has been sold by | radical personnel or operational | have a growing market potential, 
k i totalling $600,000, not one of the tre employees effective Aug. 18. William Brandt to Samuel and | changes in U. Exec setup through- | it’s only natural that the ozoners 


ne ae 

















Company’s checks bounced. There 
" as still plenty of cash in other 
accounts to cover them. It is 
understood that the distrib has 
More than $1,000,000 in cash on 
hand at the moment, although | 
“te se of this is in a special fund | 
Hen built up to guarantee the 
eller loans. Money belonging tv 












































ticket-sellers, | 


Hourly rate for 
formerly identified as cashiers un- 
der the clerical order, has been 
upped from 65c to 70c along with 
doormen. Ushers are to receive 
6214c, while candy salesgirls are 
classified as experienced or inex- | 
perienced, the former pegged at 
67'2c with tyros 60c, 





Morton Smith, real estate operators | 
and builders. 

House has been owned and oper- 
ated for many years by the Brandts, 
but the site of building became too 
valuable for a theatre property and 
has long been sought as site for a 


business development. It is assessed | 
sat $235,000. 
































jthe studio situation. 


out the organization will remain as | be checked from a business stand- 


jis, at least until Rackmil gets more | point. Representatives for his com- 


thoroughly grounded in the work-j| pany, he added, have clocked the 
ings of the company and the film | number of cars entering ozoners, 
industry in general. made notes of where they came 

U-Decca prexy is planning to go|from, how many people in each 
to the Coast early next month for | vehicle, whether kids outnumbered 
further huddles on production and | adults and gleaned a variety ol 


jother data. 
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CHEVRON THEATRE 
(Portfolio 12) 


: TELEPIX REVIEWS 





;softy, and when he meets up with 
| the disease victim, he spends all he 





eee 


444444644444 








. a 


sense of realism, and emerges a|any guidance, but apparently was| whom she had refused to work in 


|poor man’s “Snake Pit,” with at 


With Steve Brodie, Robert Hutton, | has and can borrow, to show her aj least one of the allegedly serious 


others 
Distributor: MCA Ltd. | 
Producer: Revue Productions 
Director: Richard Irving 
Writer: Fenton W. Earnshaw 
30 Mins.; Fri. 9 p.m. 

CHEVRON STATIONS 
KTLA, Hollywood 
(BBD&O) 

“Portfolio 12” is just another spy 
story which fails to generate any 
particular interest despite its ob- 
vious attempt to capitalize on top- 
icality of current international 
strife between the east and west. 
Perhaps its greatest weakness is 
American intelligence agents trail- 
ing a Soviet spy with “those pa- 
pers,” inasmuch as both agents 
display everything but intelligence, 
and finally wind up with the secret 
documents and solution to the en- 
tire mystery only because someone 
comes to them and tells them in 
terms a child could understand 


just who did what, and what the | 


score is. 


|real fine time before her deéys 


|come to an end. Payoff is the suck- | 


| ers are actually taking the con 
j}man, as at end the three teachers 
| involved chortle gleefully, and one 
|says “next year it’s my turn to be 
lone with an incurable disease.’ 
| This sort of thing has been done 
|many times before. 

Paige conforms with the role, 
and turns in a good performance, 
las does Lurene Tuttle as the “sick” 
|teacher. George M. Cahan’s direc- 
|tion is about as routine as the 
script by Lawrence & Lee, Daku. 








'THE PROFESSIONAL TOUCH 
With Virginia Grey, Carleton G. 
Young, James Parnell, others 

| Producer-distributor: Ziv TV 
| Director: Paul Landres 
| Writers: Robert E. Lee, Jerry 
Lawrence 
| 30 Mins.; Fri., 8:30 p.m. 
| ACME BEER 
| KECA-TV, Hollywood 
“The Professional Touch” lacks 
just that, and as a result comes off 


| situations provoking laughter, it’s 
so sloppily done. That’s when the 
| doctor who has killed a nut be- 
cause he’s jealous the screwball is 
going to win his g.f. goes to court. 
He suddenly breaks and confesses 


in one of the most hammy, ama-| 


teurish pieces of theatricalism ever 
seen outside a midget theatre. 
Scripters Lawrence & Lee must be 
blamed for writing in such a piece 
of complete implausibility, a scene 
lacking in conviction because the 
doctor has been built up all along 
as a very smooth character and for 
him to break when and as he does 
is completely out of characteriza- 
tion, even though the scripters seek 
to explain it with a followup that 
ithe medico has gone off his 
rocker. 

Tenuous thread of a yarn re- 
| volves about jealousy of the doc- 
|tor of his medico g.f.’s attentions 
| toward her patient. When the doc 
| gets his chance he poisons the nut, 
Pree has escaped, but he’s trapped 

in a way which surprises no one. 


Steve Brodie and Robert Hutton /as an ill-conceived, badly-written, | This “Unexpected” has about as 
are the agents who first flub UP! badly-acted telepic, no credit to|much suspense as the G.O.P. con- 


when they have the papers within 
their reach, but never dream of 
looking into the lining of the port- 
folio, as every well-instructed 
agent would. Then they go to the 
mayor of a little West German bor- 
der town and ask his help to catch 
the Red spy enroute to East Ger- 
many. Fat little fellow assures 
them he’ll help them, and they go} 
to bed happily. However, mai d | 
working for the mayor disturbs 
their sleep to tell them the mayor 
actually is concealing the Russian 
spy; he was a Nazi collaborator, 
and now is playing footsie with 
the Reds, and she hates him like 
mad because her father, a good 
anti-Hitler German, was betrayed | 
by the mayor. Anyway, with this 
harrowing news the junior G-men 
race to apprehend the mayor, who 
has no trouble at all turning the 
tables on the Intelligence, and is 
about to knock them off, when the 
girl enters again, and kills the 
mayor, saving the Americans. 

All this is followed by a strictly 
hokum chase to the border, where 


writers Jerry Lawrence and Robert 
E. Lee, who also serve as produc- 
tion consultants on “The Unex- 
pected” series, of whith this is an 
entry. 

aoe of medicos who work on 
mental patients never has any 


vention after the first ballot. 
Virginia Grey somehow manages 
|}to retain conviction despite the 
| script, but Carleton G. Young is 
| stereotyped, and has the additional 
handicap of incredible lines. Di- 
| rector Paul Landres did not give 

















ARROW PRODUCTIONS 
KTTV Studios, Hollyweod 

“RAMAR OF THE JUNGLE” 26 half- 
hour jangle adventure telepix series 
resume in August. Producers; Harry §S. 
Rothschild, Leon Fromkes. 
Film Progucer: Rudolph Flethow 
Director: Wally Fox 


BREAKSTON-STAHL PRODS. 
General Service Studios: Hollywood 
“SAFARI BILL” series of 26 half hour 
telepix to begin shooting August 1. Loca- 
tion shots to be filmed in British East 
Africa. 
Martha Hyer heads cast, parts to All. 
Producer-director: Breakston-Stahl 





the agent nails the Russian spy 
on the East-West border, takes 
those papers, and then for some 
odd reason the Red spy is killed 
by the Red border patrolman. Sup- 
posedly it’s because he failed on 
his mission, but how a simple pa- 
trolman would know all about that 
is never explained. 

Brodie and Hutton are never 
convincing as the agents, nor is 
Hanne Axmann as the girl, or 
Stephen Bekassy as the mayor. 
Fenton W. Barnshaw’s script is one 
containing stock roles, and none of 
it is particularly believable. Rich- 
ard Irving's direction is only fair. 
On the credit side, Ellsworth Fred- 
ericks’ lensing was good, Daku. 


THE UNEXPECTED 

(Lifeline) 

With Robert Paige, Lurene Tuttle, 
others 

Producer-distributor: Ziv TV 


Associate producer: Irene Breakston 
Technical executive: John R. Carter 


WILLIAM F. BROIDY PRODS. 
Sunset Studios. Hollywood 
“WILD BILL HICKOK” series of half 
hour western adventure series now in 
preparation to resume shooting mid-Au- 
pee. Guy Madison, Andy Devine set 

eads. 

“STARDUST” series prataatag Jimmy 
Starr now being: prepped for fall. 

“CASE HISTORY” featuring Regis Too- 
mey, Sara Hayden, and “TRAIL BLAZ- 
ERS” with Alan Hale, Jr., as set lead, 
also in preparation for fall shooting. 
Executive producer: William F. Breidy. 


Producer: esley 
Acgociate Producers: Bob Bailey, Hugh 


ng 
Director: Frank McQlonald 


JACK CHERTOK PRODS. 
General Service Studios. Hollywood 
“LONE RANGER” half hour series of 52 

videoaters now shooting. John Hart, Jay 
Silverheels set leads. 

Producer: Jack Chertok 

Associate Producer: Harry Poppe. 


BING CROSBY ENTERPRISES 
RKO-Pathe. Culver City 
Shooting “REBOUND” series of half 
hour adult dramas sponsored by Packard 


Director: George M. Cahan | Motor Car Corp. 


Writers: Jerry Lawrence, Robert | 


E. Lee 
30 Mins.; Fri. 8:30 p.m. 

ACME BEER 
KECA,TV, Hollywood 

Using an old gimmick, that of 
the con man who is outsmarted by 
his sucker who turns out to be 
another con, “Lifeline” threads its 
way through a half-hour of fair 
entertainment. Characterizations by 
scripters Jerry Lawrence § and 
Robert E. Lee are all pat, and 
there’s rarely any doubt as to the 
final outcome. 

Robert Paige is the eccn man 
who teams with a crystal ball 
fazer to lasso the suckers, split- 
ting the take. The suckers are al- 
Ways women, school teachers, too. 
and they're always told they'll 
meet a dark, handsome young man. 
Tall, too. There’s a real original 
line! So of course Paige just hap- 
pens to meet the femmes after 
they'vé had their frustrated lives 
built up, and he takes them 
through a gigolo routine. Then one 
of his teachers tells him about her 
roommate, dying from an incura- 
ble disease, gives him a real sob 
story. And so the con man goes 
NS oe RRR 
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Executive producer: Basil Grillo 
Producer: Bernard Girard 
Director: B. Girard 

Half-hour series of comedy-drama for 
“& CHAIR ON THE BOULEVARD.” 
Producer: John Nasht 
| Half hour series of adult drama films 
for “CROWN THEATRE” shooting. 
Producers: Richard Dorso. Bernard Girard. 

“THOSE WERE THE DAYS” half-hour 
telepix series now shooting. 
Producers: Bernard Girard, Richard Dorso 

“CORNY JOHNSON” series of half-hour 
comedy pix now shooting. 
Producer-director: Bernard Girard-Rich- 

ard Dorso. 


DESILU PRODUCTIONS 
General Service Studios, Hollywood 
“t LOVE LUCY” half hour comedy se- 
ries sponsored by Philip Morris shooting 

for fall season. 

Cast: Lucille Ball, Desi Arnaz, William 
Frawley, Vivian Vance. 

Producer: Jess Oppenheimer 

Director: William Asher 

Writers: Jess Oppenheimer, Madelyn 
Pugh. Bob Carroll, Jr. 

“OUR MISS BROOKS” half-hour com- 
edy drama series now shooting for CBS- 
TV. General Foods sponser. 

Cast: Eve Arden, Gale Gordon, Jane Mor- 
gan, Dick Crenna, Gloria McMillan, Bob 
Rockwell, Virginia Gordon. 

Producer; Larry Berns 

Director: Al Lewis 

Assistant director: Jim Paisley 

Writers: Al Lewis, Joe Quillan 


FRANK FERRIN PRODUCTIONS 
6528 Sunset Blvd., Hollywood 
Casting: Virginia Mazzuca 
“SMILIN’ ED’S GANG” series now shoot- 
ing. Ed McConnell, Nino Marcel head cast. 
Producer-director: Frank Ferrin 
Associate producer: Ralph Ferrin 

Assistant director: Den Olsen 


FILMCRAFT PRODS. 


8451 Melrose, Hollywood 
GROUCHO MARX starred in 39 half-hour 
audience participation film productions. to 
be made once a week for NBC. DeSoto- 
Plymouth sponsoring. 
Producer: John Guedel 
Film producer: I. Lindenbaum 





Directors: Boh Dwan, Bernie Smith 





TV Films in Production 


as of Friday, July 18 


FLYING A PRODUCTIONS 


6920 Sunset Blvd., Hollywood 
“ANNIE OAKLEY” new series of 52 
half-hour videoaters now in praparation. 
— Davis, Billy Gray*head cast. Parts to 


Second series of 52 half-hour Gene 
Autry Western telepix shooting. Gene 
Autry, Pat Buttram set leads. 

“RANGE RIDER” shooting second se- 
ries of 52 half-hour videoters. Jack Ma- 
honey, Dick Jones head cast. 

Producer: Louis Gray 
Directors: Wallace Fox, Geo. Archainbaud 

New series of half-hour western dramas 
entitled “DEATH VALLEY DAYS” now 
shooting. 

Producer: Darrell McGowan 
Director: Stuart McGowan 


W. R. FRANK PRODS. 
General Service Studios: Hollywood 
Group of 4 30-minute “MEDAL OF 

HONOR” telepix now shooting. 
Producers: W. R. Frank, William Dean 
Director: Reginald LeBorg 

Production Manager: Bart Carre 


GROSS-KRASNE, INC. 
General Service Siudios: Hollywood 
Resume shooting “BIG TOWN” series 
of 26 half hour telepix July 28 sponsored 
by Lever Brothers. Patrick McVey and 
Jane Nigh set leads. 
Producers: Jack J. Gross and Philip N. 
Krasne 
Director: E. A. Dupont. 


JOHN GUEDEL PRODS. 
600 Taft Bidg.. Hollywood 
Art Linkletter starring in a series of 
104 15-minute vidpix titled “LINKLETTER 
AND THE KIDS.” 
Producer-director: Maxwell Shane 
Associate producer: Irvin Atkins 


INTERSTATE TELEVISION 
Monogram Studios: Hollywood 
Ethel Barrymore stars in “ETHEL BAR- 
RYMORE TELEVISION THEATRE.” Next 

four in preparation. 
Producer: Lee Savin 
Directors: Lewis Allan, Will Jason 


JAN PRODUCTIONS, INC. 
General Service Studios: Hollywood 
"IT’S THE BICKERSONS” series of half 
hour comedy telepix now shooting. Lew 
Parker and Virginia Grey set leads. 
Producer: Jack Denove 
Production supervisor: C. M. Florence 
Director-writer: Phil Rapp 


EDWARD LEWIS PRCDS. 
Motion Picture Center, Hollywood 
Series of 13 half-hour telepix featuring 
Irene Dunne as femcee now shooting 
Producer: Edward Lewis 
Production manager: William Stevens 


THE McCADDEN CORP. 

General Service Studios: Hollywood 
“THE BURNS AND ALLEN SHOW” 

now shooting series of half hour comedy 

telepix. The Carnation Co. sponsor. 

Cast: George Burns and Gracie Allen, 
ba Clark, Bea Benadaret, Harry Von 
ell. 

Producer: Ralph Levy 

Director: Ralph Levy 

Writers: Paul Henning, Sid Dorfman, Har- 
vey Helm, William Burns 


MARCH OF TIME 
369 Lexington Ave., N. Y. 
“AMERICAN WIT AND HUMOR” sge- 
ries of 26 half-hour pix. Thomas Mitchell, 
narrator, with cast including Gene Lock- 
hart, Jeffrey Lynn, Arnold Moss, Ann 
Burr and Olive Deering 
Producer: Marion Parsonnet 
Director: Fred Stephani. 








PATHESCOPE PRODUCTIONS 
580 Fifth Ave.. New York City 

Now shooting “THE HUNTER,” series 

of 13 half-hour telepix, sponsored by 

R. J. Reynolds Tobacco Co. through 

William Esty. Barry Nelson heads cast. 

Producer: Ed Montagne 

Production Supervisors: Walter Raft, 
Robert Drucker 

Director: Oscar Rudolph. 


ROLAND REED PRODS. 
Hal Roach Studios Culver City 
Now shooting “TROUBLE WwiTH 
FATHER” series of 30-minute situation 
comedies, 


| content to play along with a script 
| full of holes, at no time seeking to 


restrain thesps. Daku. 





| SUNKIST PREMIERE PLAY- 
HOUSE 
(Tiger Bait) 

With Bill Bishop, Lisa Howard, 
Whitfield Connor, P. Peter 
Scott, William Boyett, Frank 
Scannell 

| Producer-distributor: Sereen Tele- 

video 

| Director: Leigh Jason 

Writer: Sheldon Leonard 

30 Mins.; Fri., 9:30 p.m. 

SUNKIST 

KTLA, Hollywood 
A taut teleplay, skilfully staged 

and well acted, this latest entry in 

the Sunkist series is one of the 
better 30-minute vidfilms turned 
out on the Coast. Swiftly moving 


piece sustains interest throughout 


young medical assistant whose life 
is menaced by an unknown as- 
sailant. 

Sheldon Leonard has fashioned 
an effective thriller in the tale of a 


refugee girl who suddenly be- 
comes the target for mysterious, 
deadly attacks. Tension mounts 
steadily as she realizes the iden- 
tity of the would-be killer, a flee- 








ing German war criminal with 





Producer: Roland Reed 
Director: Howard Bretherton 
“MY LITTLE MARGIE” series of pe 
tin 


hour comed telepix now shoo 
Charles Farreil and Gale Storm head ca 
Philip Morris sponsors. 

Producer: Hal Roach 

Director: Hal Yates 


REVUE PRODUCTIONS 
Eagle Lion Studios: Hollywood 
Half-hour series of adult drama tele- 
ix now shooting for Revue Prods. 
roducer: Revue Productions 
Directors: Richard Irving, Nerman Lloyd. 


HAL ROACH PRODUCTIONS 
Hal Roach Studios: Culver City 


“AMOS ‘N’ ANDY” series of character 
comedy telepix now shooting. Sponsored 
by Blatz Beer for CBS-TV. 

Cast: Tim Moore, Spencer Williams, Alvin 
Childress, Ernestine Wade, Johnny Lee, 
Horace Stewart. 

Supervisors: Freeman Gosden, Charles 

orrell, Sidney Van Keuren 

Director: Charlies Barton 

Production executive: James Fonda 

Assistant director: Emmett Emerson 


ROY ROGERS PRODUCTIONS 
Goldwyn Studio, Hollywood 
ROY ROGERS now shooting 15 oater 
telepix. Vidpix are half-hour each. Roy 
Rogers, Dale Evans topline. Pat Brad 
in support. General western ports to fill. 
Sponsored by General Foods for NBC-TV. 

Producer: Roy Rogers 
Associate producer: Jack Lacey 
Director: b Walker 


SCREEN GEMS 
1302 N. Gower, Hollywood 
‘IN THIS CRISIS” half-hour drama 
shooting for DuPont’s “CAVALCADE OF 
AMERICA” series. 
Producer-director: Jules Bricken 
Assistant director: Eddie Seata 





SCREEN TELEVIDEO PRODS. 
Eagle Lion Studios, Hollywood 
a nee of half-hour dramas resume in 


ugust. 
Producers: Gil Ralston, Jaques Braunstein 


SHOWCASE PRODUCTIONS 
Hal Roach Studios, Culver City 


“RACKET SQUAD” series resume 
shooting in Sept. half hour telepix series. 
Producer: Hal Roach, Jr.; Carroll Case 
Director: Jim Tinling 


UNITED WORLD FILMS, INC, 
Universal International Studios, 
Hollywood 
“THE FIGHTING MAN,” series of 13 
half-hour telepix, will begin rt July 
21. Michael omas, Cliff Clark set leads. 

Director: George Blair 


ADRIAN WEISS PRODS. 
655 N. Fairfax: Hollywood 
(Shooting. at KTTV Studios) 

Next series of 13 “CRAIG-KENNEDY— 
CRIMINOLOGIST” half hour adventure 
telepix now being prepared for Septem- 
ber start. 

Producer-director: Adrian Weiss 


FRANK WISBAR PRODS. 
Engle Lion Studios: Hollywood 
“FIRESIDE THEATRE” series of half. 
hour adult dramas now shooting. 
Producer-director: Frank Wisbar 
Associate producer: Sidney Smith 


WIZARD TELEPICTURES CO. 
Larchmont Studios: Hollywood 
“DREAM IT UP” series of 15-minute 
comedy telepix begin shooting August 15. 
Chick Chandler starred with Franklin 
Pangborn, Gus Schilling, Benny Baker in 

support. 
Producer: B. L. Petroff 
Associate prepucer: Bert Douglas 
Director: B. L. Petroft 
Production manager: H. A. Hirshfield 
ZIV TV 
5255 Clinton St., Hollywood 

Two in “UNEXPECTED” series of 

half-hour a oe shoot in July. Seven 


“CISCO KID hour telepix scheduled 
for July shootin 





g. 
Directors: Eddie Davis, Sobey Martin, 
aD. c 


Geo. M. Cah 


the crisp tale of the beautiful | 


Austria. 

| Leigh Jason has directed with 
a shrewd hand, getting the most 
| out of the script’s potential for ex- 
citement. Good performances } 
Lisa Howard as the girl, Bill Bic. 
hop as her medico boy friend. p 
Peter Scott as the killer and Whit- 
| field Connor as a romantically jn- 
| clined cop, whose few appearances 
| lighten the tension, all contribute 
| heavily to the telefilm’s high stuna- 
ing. Lensing by Stu Thompson is 
crisp and careful. Kap. 


Vidpix Chatter 
New York 


CBS-TV signed a contract with 
| Deluxe Labs, N. Y., for the process- 
ing of a minimum of 100,000.000 
feet of film, believed to be the 
| largest pact ever signed by a TV 
| network with a film processing lab 
. Mildred Demby, of the pro- 
| duction staff of Demby, Broun & 
Co., flew to Europe for a com- 
bined vacation and onceover of 
European film production facilities 
. . . Atlas Television releasing a 
new musical film library, which 
spotlights past and present name 
stars doing the bits which made 
them famous. Talent roster in- 
cludes the Ritz Bros., Milton Berle, 
Bob Hope; Willie Howard, Danny 
Kaye, Buster Keaton, etc., plus 
Bing Crosby, Joan Davis, Shirley 
Temple and others ... Norman 
Pincus, co-producer’ with his 
brother, Irving, left for the Coast 
to line up plans for producing a 
series of vidpix in Hollywood... 
Maurice Tombragel pacted by Wil- 
liam F. Broidy Productions toe 
script a new vidpix series, ‘The 
Trail Blazers,” starring Alan Hale, 
Jr... . Frank Lepore, manager of 
NBC-TV’s film and kinescope de- 
partment, to the Coast for a week’s 
huddles with film execs. 














Hollywood 


Bing Crosby Enterprises finished 
editing and scoring “The Magic 
Story,” pilot telepic of the Hank 
McCune show ... Alf Kjellin and 
Karin Nordgren star in Revue 
Productions’ “Mightier Than the 
Sword,” at Eagle Lion studios... 
Gordon Clark at Ziv Productions 
for roles in two “Cisco Kid” tele- 
pix... Arthur Levejoy and John 
Frank landed roles in “It’s the 
Bickersons” telepix shooting at 
General Service studios .. . Aram 
Katcher cast as heavy in Dan 
Duryea starrer, “Affairs of China 
Smith,” being produced by Edward 
Lewis Productions ... Anna Mc- 
Crae set for role in “Death Valley 
Days,” being shot by Flying A... 
Earl Lee set for role in “Our Miss 
Brooks” telepic shooting at Gen- 
eral Service studios . . . David 
Hire got away from Treasury Dept. 
for use of tax fraud files for up- 
coming telepix package, “Crack- 
down” ... Arthur Fellows has left 
on junket for Normandie Produc- 
tions, he and camera crew to swing 
through midwest shooting series 0 
50-min. shows tagged, “Little 
Theatre, U. S. A.” ... Screen Tele- 
video bought three original tele- 
plays prepping for series, “Your 
Jeweler’s Showcase,” for Hamilton 
Watch and International Silver, 
yarns purchased being “Sunday at 
Four,” by Robert Patterson, “Fur- 
lough,” by Milton Lazarus, and 
“Field of Honor,” Donald Barr... 
Edmund Gwenn inked by Screen 
Gems to star in “Snow Image, 
Nathaniel Hawthorne classic be- 
ing scripted by Edward Hope for 
“Ford Theatre” telepix series. 
Columbia vidpix subsid is now 
shooting “Cavalcade of America 
telepic, “In This Crisis,” with Tom 
Tully, Richard Gaines, Ben Astar, 
John Hoyt, Ann Doran, Russell 
Simpson, Harry Harvey, with Jules 
Bricken as producer, and Robert 
Stevenson director . . ..Bob Wilson 
narrator for TV Spots’ teleblurbs 
for Helms Bread .. . Frank W isber 
Productions this week guns ! 
more “Fireside Theatre” telepix at 
Eagle Lion studios for Procter & 

ble. 
Oavilliaan Kozlenko has resigned 
as story head of National Reper- 
tory Theatre, Hollywood vidpix 
outfit, to leave himself free to dick- 
er with a Coast TV film group as 4 
writer and director. Meantime, 
Kozlenko is adapting for TV the 
short plays of French authors Jess 
|Giradoux, .Henri Duvernois 4” 

Jean Anihoulh, whose publication 
and video rights he recently sé 
ured. 
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‘NON-NAMES’ VIDPIX BONANZA 





Too Many Shows, Scarcity of Time, | LITTLE PEOPLE’ 


So Webs Sparking Film Syndication 


Major television networks, cur-+ 


rently seeking ways to get air time | 
for their new program ideas in the) 
face of near-SRO schedules, may | 
turn to film syndication as an an-| 
swer to their problems. 

CBS-TV, for example, is cutting | 
kinescope auditions on four new | 
package ideas and the web fears | 
that, if the new shows prove suc- | 
cessful, it may not be able to find | 
a time slot for them attractive | 
enough to satisfy interested spon- | 
sors. As a result, web program 
execs this week said they may put} 





OFFICIAL SHOOTING 


SARATOGA VIDPIX 


Schenectary, July 21. 
George R. Nelson, Inc., has set 
for Fitzgerald Bros. Brewing Co., 
of Troy, a 15-minute weeknight and 
a 30-minute Saturday evening 


filmed telecast program of races at | 


the Saratoga track, beginning 
Aug. 4. Official Films, which, 
from four towers, shoots films of 


Hollywood, July 22. 

Increased activity in vidpix pro- 
duction in Hollywood has been a 
godsend, a goldmine in the tele 
'sky, for the actors, with the ma- 
jority of coin going to the so-called 
“little people,” the thesps who toil 
for the minimum of $70 daily or 
for $100 or $200 a day in leads 


| and second leads. Moola doesn’t 
| begin to touch that being paid in 
the motion picture studios, but the 


the shows on film and syndicate |each race—to aid the judge—will| spread of work involved is far 


them on a local spot or regional | 
basis around the country. 

Such a move, of course, would be 
based on the lucrative potentiali- | 
ties the networks now envision in | 
film syndication. Both NBC and} 
CBS are jumping into the national | 


be operating at the Spa for the first 
time this season. 

The company will also take, for 
the sponsor, a regular newsreel 
type of picture from the grand- 
stand roof, recording Official an- 
nouncer Fred Caposella’s voice on 


| greater. The majority of the top 
| telepix producers here agree each 
employs from 300 to 500 actors 
during an average six-months pe- 
|rivd, and predicts that figure in- 
| evitably will grow as time goes on. 

As a_result, there has been a 


spot film business more atid more | film at the same time. Developed | good deal of work for the so-called 
heavily, either with packages which | and printed on the spot, the clips | “non-name,” while names on the 
they own outright or as distrib |will be rushed from Saratoga t0/ whole are still out of the telepix 


agents for the product of indie | 
producers. As a result, putting 
more house package ideas on film} 
would not only give the webs a) 
chance at some added revenue but | 
could also provide them an oppor-| 
tunity to take advantage of new | 
show ideas which might not have 
a chance of airing on a live basis 
when the networks are completely 
sold out. 

On the list of new CBS shows is | 
“It’s a Wonderful Day,” half-hour 
audience participationer packaged 
by indie producer Walt Framer, | 
which was auditioned via the kine | 
route last Saturday night (19).: 
The preceding night, CBS audi- | 
tioned a new Red Buttons revue, | 
also designed as a half-hour series. | 
Next Wednesday (23), the web will | 
lens a kine on a projected new} 
romantic melodrama, titled “Inter- | 
national Airport.” Initialer co-stars | 
Ella Raines and Paul Langton. 

In addition, the web sometime | 
in August will audition a new) 
comedy-mystery series co-starring 
Bertha Belmore and Arnold Stang 
and. titled “The Bigger They 
Come.” While it’s believed that 
neither the Framer package nor 
Buttons show would lend them- 
selves to film, the other two pack- 





ages both fit directly into the 
groove of film syndication  pro- 
grams. 





Reiner Exec Status 


With PSI Vidpix 


Manny Reiner is resigning as 
sales manager of the Louis G. 
Cowan radio-TV package outfit at 
the end of this week to join PSI- 


TV, producers and distributors of 
television film programming, as 
veepee in charge of sales. 

Reiner appointment is cued to 
PSI's expansion program with re- 
cent opening of its West Coast of- 
fice. Reiner will appoint a divi- 
sional manager in Chicago and 
name reps in key video markets. 

PSI, of which Paul White is 
prexy, is the TV film adjunct of 
Prockter Productions and is cur- 
rently represented with “Schlitz 
Playhouse of Stars.” “China 
Smith,” with Dan Duryea, current- 
ly in production; “Foodini the 
Great” puppet show, and_ the 
“Richard Arlen Sports Show” syn- 
dicated series. 

Prior to joining Cowan, Reiner 
Was with Warners, Metro and 
David O. Selznick as general man- 
ager in Latin America and 
Australasia. 


Autry’s 123 Telepix 


; Hollywood, July 22. 
_Flying A Productions, owned by 
Gene Autry, has a record number 
of 123 telepix canned following 
“indup of the first four in its new 
Range Rider” series. 

Company has 62 Autry starrers | 
In the cans, with four more be-| 














| Marjorie Reynolds, 


Schenectady. 


Crosby-CBS Deal 
Excludes United's 





Deal set last week for the CBS- 
TV Film Sales department to take 
over representation of -all Bing 
Crosby Enterprises product - not 


previously committed to a syndi- | 


cation outfit has been in the works 
for some time, as part of CBS’ ba- 


sic contract with Crosby. As a re-| 
does | 


sult, the new arrangement 
not alter the status of United TV 
Programs, indie syndication firm, 
which will continue to handle dis- 
tribution on the three Crosby pack- 
ages it has held until now. 

Under Crosby's arrangement 
with UTP, the latter firm repped 
BCE on syndication sales, while 
Charles B. Brown, Crosby’s sales 
veepee, handled national and net- 
work deals. Under the new setup, 
Brown will be working in close al- 
liance with the CBS-TV Film Saies 
department, but he and the CBS 
group will henceforth handle both 
network and syndication sales on 
the new product. 

Among the packages now under 
production by Crosby are “Crown 
Theatre,” “Hank McCune Show,” 
“Chair on the Boulevard” and 
“Counter Point.’”” UTP continues to 
handle “Royal Playhouse,” (origi- 
nally produced by BCE for Proc- 
ter & Gamble’s “Fireside Thea- 
tre’), “The Chimps” and_ spot 
sales on “Rebound.” Packard now 
bankrolls the latter series in a 
number of markets, with UTP rep- 
ping Crosby in all other markets. 
General Artists Corp., meanwhile, 
will continue to rep BCE on the 
new series based on the works 
of Louis Bromfield. 





Bring in ‘Kerry Drake’ 
Vidpic Pilot for 256 


First of a series of vidpix based 
on the syndicated comic strip, 
“Kerry Drake,” has been completed 
by Hafner-Halperin Productions. 
Filmed on the Coast at the Hal 
Roach Studios, half-hour pilot film 
was brought in at a cost of $25,000. 
It stars Sterling Havden with 
Arline Judge 
and Frankie Darrow 

Stanley Halperin, in charge of 
sales and distribution, is currently 
in New York to line up a national 
sponsorship deal. Special screen- 


ings of the film will be held in New | 


York, Chicago and Los Angeles for 
sponsors, ad agencies, and televi- 
sion stations. 

Les Hafner is producing the 
series, with Jack Reynoids direct- 


| picture, only a few having crossed 
the fence, since the coin isn’t there 
for a big name. Of course there’s 
|} always the exception to the rule, 
|where the producer anxious to 
land a top showcase name, 
|ecut the player in with a fancy 
| slice of residual plus a big salary, 
| but most producers are becoming 


jleery of these deals, figuring they | 
| will never get off the hook if they 


Distrib of Vidpix 


cut the pic up into too many slices. 

Typical deal wherein a top name 
draws residual plus is that of 
Irene Dunne, who intros and fem- 


for Edward Lewis Productions. For 
about two-and-a-half or three min- 
utes of work on each of 26 tele- 
pix, Miss Dunne is reported to be 
nabbing about $84,000 plus resi- 
| duals, a hefty figure indeed, but 
ithis deal is the type on which 
| producers are beginning to chill. 
allowing as to what's the point of 
| their doing all the work if the star 
gets all the lucre. 
Hedy’s 50°: of Residual 

Hedy Lamarr, who has been 
inked for a telepix series, is re- 
ported to be down for about 50% 
of the residual, and Ethel Barry- 
more is understood to be in the 
same residual neighborhood for 
her work on Interstate Television’s 
“Ethel Barrymore Theatre of the 
Air.’ There are other thesps draw- 
ing residuals, although not in the 
amount allotted Barrymore or La- 
marr, but on the whole the vidpix 
producers have become far more 
cautious about doling out residuals. 
Onewx of the principal reasons, 
which cannot be divorced from the 
overall picture, is the demand for 
résiduals being voiced by various 
talent guilds, and already obtained 
by the Screen Actors Guild. 

Most name actors, particularly 
those under contract to the majors, 
have no particular desire to enter 
vidpix at this point because they 
don’t feel there’s enough in it for 
them, and they'd prefer to wait 





and ‘more stations are wp. As 
Tyrone Power, who has chilled 
video offers, said this week, “it’s 


too much work for too little 
money.” 
But the general overall result 


has been a prosperous period for 
most actors. A general pattern is 
being evolved beginning with the 
| extra, who draws $55 a day; mini- 
| mum, with $70 a day, and second 





|leads, drawing from $100 to $150 
| with leads nabbing from $200 to 
| $1,000, with very few getting the 
| latter figure. 

Some of the 
|handed out is 


top coin being 
for topliners in 


series. While leads will be dowr | 


'for a figure of, say, about $500 
for each telepic, some roll alons 
‘at the rate of three a week, so 
that the star winds up with a 
| weekly paycheck of $1,500, a figure 


he normally couldn't draw in pix. | 


Few Over $500 


| Few players draw over $500 for 


REAP HARVEST: 


;cees Schlitz’ “Playhouse of Stars” | 


until the situation is more stable. | 





+ 








‘ABC-TV FILM EDITORS 
IN CHI VOTE IATSE 


Chicago, July 22. 

Inter-union jockeying set off by 
ithe drive for a one-card repre 
| sentation by the National Assn. of 
Broadcast Engineers and Tech- 
| nicians continues at NBC and ABC 
| here. Latest skirmish involving the 
| TV film editors at Chi ABC ended 


| last week with the motion picture | 


| lab technicians local of the Inter- 

national Alliance of Theatrical and 

|Stage Employees winning over 
| NABET. 

The four ABC film editors voted 

|} unanimously for the IATSE local 


lat an election conducted by the | 


| National Labor Relations Board. 


Gordon's Shift 
To Coast for Ziv 
| Accents Trend 





will | 


Indicating the difficulties con- 
| fronting the N. Y. City government 
| in its campaign to keep a major 
| share of television film production 
|in the east, Herbert Gordon, Ziv 


production veepee, this week 
moved his headquarters from 
N. Y. to the Coast. With six vid- 


film packages now in production 
or distribution, Ziv is one of the 
top outfits in the business and 
| Gordon's move to the Coast may 
| set a pattern for other major vid- 
pix units. 

Gordon will continue to super- 
vise production on both Ziv’s TV 
and radio packages. Thus, working 
out of Hollywood, he’ll be on hand 
for direct supervision of the new 
Tyrone Power-starred radio pack- 
age, “Freedom, U. S. A.,” and also 
plans launching a new big-budg- 
eted TV film series, details of 
which are to be set soon. He said 
Ziv’s production schedule and 
budget for the coming year will 
double that of last year. Company 
plans to ink other top Hollywood 
stars for both radio and TV and 
is now huddling with name writers 
and buying new properties. 

Ziv revealed, incidentally, that 
orders for “Freedom” began to roll 
in even before the company sales- 
men had started to make their calls 
on stations and clients. As a result. 
Ziv has upped the budget on the 
package 25%, or up to $15,000 per 
stanza, making it one of the cost- 
liest half-hour dramatic series in 
the works by either a network or 
indie producer for the upcoming 
season. By comparison, the Bing 
Crosby show this fall, being spon- 
sored on CBS Radio by General 
Electric, will carry a $16,000 nut. 

In addition to the new TV show 
in the works, one of Gordon’s 
earliest jobs on the Coast will be 
the preparation of a big-budgeted 
Christmas show, which will be 
ready for stations in advance of 
the holiday season under Ziv’s 
| Wortd Transcriptions banner. 


TY POWER MIGHT GO 


_—-VIDPIX—IN 2. YEARS 


Hollywood, July 22. 
Tyrone Power isn’t interested in 
telepox—not for at least two years. 
| The star, now working in “Missis- 
| sippi Gambler” for UI, says he has 
nixed offers {vom telenix companies 
j}and networks, that his one-a-year 
| pic deal with 20th-Fox bans vidpix 








| (but not live), but that he wouldn't 
| take any offers anyway. 
This isn’t the right time for a 


a telepic, and the select few in-| star to get into teleipx, opines Spook & 


Fred Allen, NBC in Huddles With 
N. Y. Fire Dept. for TV Film Okay 


* NBC video execs and Fred Allen 


| have been huddling with N. Y. fire 
department officials during the 
past week in an effort to modify 
existing municipal regulations for- 
bidding TV cameras from shooting 
| films in studios and theatres. 
| Unless NBC can persuade the 
| fire department to ease its law, the 
web may hit a snag on its plans to 
| give the new Allen TV film series, 
|“Two for the Money,” a New York 
origination. (Pilot film was shot on 
the Coast recently while Allen was 
|making a pic for 20th-Fox.) The- 
|atre origination is necessary for 
| the series since, like the Groucho 
Marx show, it will be shot before 
a live audience. 

Joining wiih NBC in the cam- 
|}paign are the Goodman-Todman 
| outfit, which packages the show, 
| and Lennen & Mitchell, agency for 
Old Gold, which is sponsoring the 
Allen program both on radio and 
television 

Outcome of the current hassle 
| with the fire department will have 
a vital bearing on New York's fu- 
ture sphocc of importance in vid- 
pix in view of the trend toward 
filming situation comedies and 
other type programming before 


; . : 
studio audiences. 





Europe Theatres 
Intrigue Seri 
Paris, July 22. 

Opening up a new market for 
television films, Sheldon Reynolds, 
producer - director-writer of the 
| “Foreign Intrigue” series, has set 
a deal for last season's TV product 
| to be distributed theatrically in 
Europe. Three of the half-hour 
vidpix are to be grouped into a sin- 
gle feature for each showing, with 
plans to dub them into French and 
| German for those countries and to 
|use sub-titles for the Scandinavian 
theatres. 

Similar theatrical distribution of 
vidpix has been broached from 
time to time in the U. S., but no 
producer has been been able to 
bring off the idea successfully. 
Some of the top indie producers, 
such as Walter Wanger, had at- 
tempted to lens a film for theatri- 
cal release first which could sub- 
sequently be broken down for TV 
screening, but later gave up the 
idea on the theory that. require- 
ments of the two media are too 
disparate. 

Reynolds’ “Intrigue” series have 
already played some Scandinavian 
theatres, with reports that they 
were received weil by audiences. 
Producer is now in Paris setting up 
his second production unit for the 
1952-'53 season. 


Len Levinson Exits AM-TV 
To Resume Pic Scripting 


After writing “Eloise Salutes 
the Stars” for the past 20 months. 
Lconard L. Levinson has resignec 
from the Lester Lewis packace te 
return to Hollywood, where he will 
start a film studio writing chore on 
Aug. 1. President of the dormant 
Impossible Pictures, Inc.,_ will 
motor west with wife and daughter 
| Linda, stopping in Memphis for 
|eonferences with David Flexer, 
| Tennessee theatre owner and other 
partner in the film company, re- 
farding resumption of production 
| activities early next year. 
| Prior to leaving N. Y., Levinson 
| worked with Marion Parsonnet on 
i “The Doctor” series and wrote au- 
dition scripts for “Visit,” the Par: 
| sonnet-Henry Morgenthau III TV- 
| film show starring Arlene Francis 
jand a new live TV program, “The 
I,” starring Roland 











clude Jane Wyatt, Joan Leslie and | Power, adding, “It’s lots of work Young, based on an idea by Joe 


|Sheldon Leonard. Salary coin isn't 
| static, of course, since it varies, 


for less money.” 
two yeers, 


He indicated in 
perhaps, denending on 


Armel Cross and packaged by Mar- 
‘tin Goodman. He also completed 


ginning this week; has 56 “Riders” ing. Initial screenplay was written | depending on each company, Or | changed conditions and the number two article assignments for The 


and finished first of projecied 52 | 
in “Annie Oakley” series. 


\ Gillis. 


by Chris Reynes 


and Jackson | 


the need a producer has for a cer- 
(Continued on page 38) 


| of stations then in operation, he 
might take a different attitude. 


, American Weekly and a “Top Guy” 
jscript for ABC radio. 
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Stop Music’ Fading Off ABC As 
0G Cancels; Ends An Era in Radio 


“Stop the Music,” the “grand-¢ 


daddy” of giveaway shows, fades 
off the radio airlanes on Aug. 10, 
when Old Gold relinquishes spon- 
‘sorship of its 15-minute segment of 
the Sunday night hour 
ABC. Except for sale of some 
spots, OG alone among bankrollers | 
had remained faithful to the vet of | 
the giveaway shows, with the past | 
year witnessing a declining 
interest. 

Oddly enough, 
of “Stop the Music” 
counterpart, which 


the radio version 
outlived its TV 
faded 


after a three-year TV whirl. In 
that instance, too, Old Gold, its 
predominate sponsor, lost interest 
and settled for a less pretentious 
substitute vehicle. 

With the demise of “Music,” the 
curtain comes down on an era in| 
radio. The program's premiere in 
the Sunday night 8 to 9 slot back 
in May, 1948, witnessed the be- 


show on} 


client | 


off the} 
ABC video lanes a few months back | 





Part Buys Part of CHUM 


Toronto, July 22. 

Jack Part, who was in radio for 
|18 year's before 
ithe new chlorophyll products in 
| Canada for the past two years, has 
| bought the 39% interest in CHUM, 
Toronto, held by Ek. A. Byworth, 
station’s original stockholde 
'was $100,000. 
| In the bad graces of the musi- 
cians’ union, CHUM only operates 
from 7 a.m. to 9 p.m. but Part, 
| figuring on the advent of television 
| in Toronto via the Canadian Broad- 
|casting Corp. in August, believes 
|his chlorophyll customers will be 
jlistening to radio in the daytime 
and TV at night, hence his CHUM 
buy. 


NLRB Pattern For 





ginning of an almost revolutionary | 


turnabout in audience taste. At 
that time Fred Allen and Edgar 
Bergen, as the competing back-io- 
back attractions on NBC, were rid- 
ing wide and handsome on the 
Hooper rating charts. But within 
a year both were forced to give 
way to the upsurge in giveaway 
interest, both comedy shows being 
axed by their sponsor, Standard 
Brands, as the “Stop the Music” 
competition became too rough. 

Subsequently the other networks 
pitched in with their own elaborate 
variations on a giveaway theme, 
but “Stop the Music” outlived prac- 
tically all of them. 


Gen. Tire, Mennen 


Fore-Aft Grid Deal 


With NBC-TV confidently ex- 
pecting to have a sponsor or spon- 
sors Wrapped up within the next 





week or so for its college football 
schedule this fall, the web this 
week pacted with the Mennen 


shaving products outfit for a quar- 
ter-hour post-game sports stanza, 
and also optioned General Tire & 
Rubber for the 15 minutes preced- 
ing each game. Tire outfit had 
that spot last year and so has first 
refusal rights this season. 

Mennen is expected to use its 
quarter-hour for a rundown on all 
football seores across the country, 
since under NBC's contract with 
the National Collegiate Athletic 
Assn., viewers in each city individ- 
ually will be able to witness only 
a single game each week, even 
though the web may be handling 
several other games regionally. 
Commentator who will handle the 
Mennen show hasn't yet been se- 
lected. 

Web has virtually completed 
working out its schedule with col- 
leges which will participate in the 
lineup, and NBC spokesmen de- 
clared this week that the total 
package price to a sponsor will 
come in at considerably less than 
the $3,000,000-$3,500.000 figure 
Originally estimated. As a result, 
while NBC is not bypassing the 
possibility of selling the schedule 
to several participating bankroll- 
ers, there remains the chance that 
one single sponsor may be found to 
foot the bill. 


Ventnor City Fathers 
In Move to Eliminate 








Rooftop Aerial Eyesore 


Atlantic City, July 22. 

A forest of television aerials 
which dot roof tops in suburban 
Ventnor may disappear as its rul- 
ing body plans to adopt legislation 
which will eliminate the evesores. 

The city would give the South 
Jersey Television Cable Co. a fran- 
chise to install television transmis- 
sion lines along and over the 


streets to serve residents with tele- ploitation leaf from films, explains | Lower Washington Avenue’ 
company 


vision reception. The 
would erect a large receiving sta- 
tion in the outskirts and feed the 
television broadcasts over the wire. 

The city would derive a 2°; 
come on the company’s gross local | 
installation and service charges, 
but a minimum of $1,000 per an- 


num revenue is guaranteed by the! mood pretended to have carried suggestion. 
‘them out and detailed in his letter! 


ordinance, 


| 


| Bargaining Unit, 
Performers Only 


National Labor Relations Board, 
in four separate decisions handed 
down last week, set forth definite- 


ly for the first time what it con- 
siders to be the proper unit in ra- 
dio-television unions for bargain- 
ing purposes. In all four cases, 
the Board ruled generally that only 
performers are to be included in 
the bargaining unit and not other 
staff members of a station or net- 
work programming department. 

Several stations had previously 
demanded that the appropriate 
| unit comprise all program staffers. 
NLRB decided, however, that a 
; unit should include only persons 
|who appear before the micro- 
| phones either frequently or even 
infrequently which, in effect, means 
performers only. Board also ruled 
| that even though.a sponsor or 
} agency produces a show and thus 
is nominally the onaiiinen: the sta- 
tion still must handle its own bar- 
gaining since the performers work 
on the station's air time. 


Lamb Files for WTEL 


Massillon, O., July 22. 

Edward Lamb of Toledo, lawyer- 
publisher who operates WICU at 
Erie, Pa., and WTVN in Colum- 
bus, as well as radio stations and 
the Erie Dispatch, has filed for 
a television channel to be operated 
here on UHF. It would be called 
WTEL, cost about $258,000, ac- 
cording to the Midwest TV Co. ap- 
plication. 








cleaning up on} 


r. Price | 


Ch’field May Cough Up 
Perry Como Radio Coin 
For Two-Way Songfest 


Chesterfield, which dropped CBS 
Radio’s Bing Crosby show after 
last season in a mass reshuffling of 
| its radio-TV sponsorship activities, 
| may be back on the same network 
|in the fall with a new half-hour 
evening show starring Perry Como. 
Ciggie firm, through Cunningham 
& Walsh, is talking with the CBS 
sales and programming execs this 
week and is expected to arrive at 
a decision soon. 





deal, if it goes through, will repre- 
sent a much smaller talent and pro- 
duction outlay for Chesterfield than 
did the Crosby show. Latter 


| season, which has been 
to $16,000 this year for its new 
| bankroller, General Electric. Ches- 
| terfield, of course, had first refusal 
'on Crosby again this season and 
the fact that it turned down the 
show, even with the lower budget, 
| indicates that it’s unwilling to lay 


out so much coin for radio at this | 


time. 

| Como currently does three quar- 
ter-hour shows per week for Ches- 
terfield on CBS-TV, airing Mon- 
days, Wednesdays and Fridays. 
Since it’s unlikely that the ciggie 
firm would want to have two Como 
shows on the same evening, it’s 
expected that the new radio show 
would go either on Tuesdays or 
Thursdays. 


WCBS Names Hartman 
Asst. Program Manager 


Ernest Hartman has been named 
assistant program manager of 
WCBS, key outlet of the CBS 
Radio web in N. Y. Hartman takes 
over his new job Aug. 4 and his 
first assignment will be as super- 
visor of the new Bob Haymes 
show, which moves irto the 8:15 
to 9 a.m. slot Monday through Sat- 
urday, starting Aug. 11. 

Hartman was formerly a produc- 
tion exec at WNBC, flagship station 
of NBC's radio net in N. Y. Prior 
to that, he was production manager 
at WNEW, N. Y. radio indie, where 
he supervised the Haymes show 








Logging the Loggers 


Seattle, July 22. 

Fourteen Western Washington 
radio stations, plus two in Oregon. 
are providing lumber companies 
and Washington State Forester Ber- 
nard Orell with a unique and vital 
service in notifying loggers on 
shutdown times occasioned by dry- 
ness and resultant danger of fire. 

Loggers and their employes keep 
tuned to these stations at given 
periods morning and evening to 
find out whether or not shut downs 
can be expected for the periods 
immediately following the broad- 
| casts. 








Minneapolis, July 

Such exploitation stunts to ai 
the NBC-TV news show, “Today,” 
as having television station staff 
members “walk around = town 
dressed in suitable costumes like 
military uniforms of different coun- 
tries and convict garbs and with 
signs on their backs advertising 
the programs,” have gotten a rise 
out of sales promotion manager 
Joe Cook of KSTP-TV, NBC’s Twin 
Cities affiliate, which carries the 
show. 

After receiving a 30-page manual 
from Norman H. Pader, NBC press 
department exploitation manager, 
containing the stunts which Cook 
regards as “goofy” and of a type 
long since “even discarded by the 
movies,” he waxed sarcastic in a 
letter to Pader. 





| to all NBC stations and affiliates, 
| Pader, apparently taking an ex-| 


‘this is your first exploitation man- | 
ual” which “contains numerous 
suggestions for putting ‘Today’ in 
the limelight in your city.” 


eral will be used. 
| Scoffing at the “suggestions,” 
;Cook in a spoofing and ironical 


Accompanying the manual sent} 


The | 
in- | hope is expressed that at least sev- news, we had another man walking 





Mpls.’ Joe Cook Refuses to Make Like 
‘4 Hawaiians, Chides ‘Today Manual 


‘to Pader the 
Cook: 

“Well, sir, Mr. Pader, we have 
| just finished with your NBC Ex- 
ploitation Manual and tried some 
of the stunts recommended for the 
exploitation of ‘Today.’ As a mat- 
ter of fact, Mr. Pader, as you sug- 
gested, we put ‘at least several’ of 
these exploitation slants to use, 
and I must say that solid publicity 
did result. 

“We dressed three of our news- 
;room fellows as Arabs and sent 
them downtown to Seventh and 
Nicollet in Minneapolis, carrying 
signs on their back which read 
‘News of the Near East and the 
World! See NBC’s TV Wonder 
Show Today.’ Things went real 
well until they passed Isaac Co- 
j}hen's Snappy Haberdashery for 
| for Discriminating Men. KSTP is 
|/now being picketed by the I.B.E.W. 
j}and the ‘On to Israel Society of 
(Skid 


“results.” Wrote 








| Row), 

‘He’s Now in the Country Farm’ 
“To focus attention on the fact 

that ‘Today’ broadcasts weather 


| around in the busy St. Paul down- 
town district carrying a large um- 
brella above his head, as per your 


(Continued on poge 39) 


It’s anticipated that the Como | 


RWG’'s Precedent-Setting Victory 
As ABC, NBC, CBS Agree to Terms 


¢ Longest labor strike in broadcast 


RWG Gets Demo Assist 


While both execs of the Radio Writers Guild and the networks 
declined comment, it’s believed that the Democratic National Com- 
mittee and various factions within the Demo party persuaded the 
nets to come to terms with the striking Guild prior to the kickoff 
of the Dem convention in Chicago Monday (21). 

Labor delegates control an estimated 200 Democratic votes. 
Guild had threatened to picket both the International Amphi- 


theatre at Chi and the Conrad Hilton Hotel, and it was taken for 


granted that none of the labor 
lines. 





delegates would cross the picket 


Since it’s presumed that most of these delegates would 


have voted for Averell Harriman, Sen. Estes Kefauver and Vice 


| President Alben W. Barkley, 


Russell or Sen. Robert ©. Kerr. 


their 
the labor vote, the nomination would have gone to Sen. 


backers feared that, without 


Richard 








pro- | 
gram carried a $25,000 budget last | 
trimmed | 





WHAS Marks 30th Anni 


Louisville, July 22. 








You went on to say! 


WHAS, Courier - Journal 
Louisville Times, celebrated 
30th birthday Friday (18), 
|vet airer didn’t 
labout the event. Station, one of 
ithe first in the country to air regu- 
lar programs, 
7:30 p.m., July 18, 
Harris was manager, 
Graft, engineer. Harris, long 
since retired, is credited with 
numerous “‘firsts” in the broadcast- 
ing field. Graft is still a member 
of the WHAS technical staff. Sta- 
tion has been a CBS affiliate for 
20 years. 

Victor Sholis, industry leader, is 
in charge of the present WHAS and 
WHAS-TV, and instead of three 
eemployes with which the station 
started, he has upwards of 200 mak- 
ing up his program, technical and 
offices staff. 


RWG Squawk On 
Agent ‘Monopoly 
Faces D.C. Probe 


Hollywood, July 22. 

Radio Writers Guild, which is in 
process of polling members here 
and in N. Y. regarding scribblers’ 
relations with agents, is contem- 
plating taking beef alleging unfair 
practices on the part of agents to 
the State Labor Commissioner, or 
may ask the Dept. of Justice Anti- 
Trust division to investigate ques- 
tion of alleged monopoly in field of 
talent agencies. 


RWG’s anger is at the part 
agents have in AM and TV pack- 
aging, and questionnaire being sent 
members delves into pertinent as- 
pects of this point. 


A RWG spokesman said feeling 
in the guild is that in many in- 
stances where agents are packaging 
they are either acting as employers 
also, or repping the employers, to 
the detriment of talent involved. 
Beef with State Labor Commission, 
in particular, he said, would be 
based on the charge the agent is 
no longer just giving service, but 
is also acting as or for employer. 

RWG spokesman said an attempt 
to clarify relationship with agents 
was made through negotiation with 
Artists Management Guild last 
year, but talks were suspended. 
Since that time, he said, RWG has 
sought several times to renew the 
negotiations but has been unable 
to get AMG into such conversa- 
tions. 

Questions being asked RWG 
members query writers ‘were you 
ever a salaried writer on one of 
your agent’s packages?”; “were 
you ever asked to pay commissions 
on your writing contributions to 
your agent’s packages?”’; “have you 
ever been pressured to become an 
agency client as the means of sell- 
ing material?,” and others along 
same lines. 

There are approximately 1,000 
members being sent the question- 
naire, of which about 450 are mem- 
bers of the L. A. branch. 


1922. Credo 
and J. Emmet 











Brestoff's Det. Post 
Detroit, July 22. 
Phil Brestoff, musical director of 
WXYZ-TV and WXYZ-AM, has 
been appointed to succeed Jack 
McCarthy, who has resigned, as 





WXYZ-AM studio manager. 
Brestoff will continue as musi- 
jcal director, 


and | 
it’s | 
and the | 
make much fuss} 


went on the air at| 


jannals was settled Monday (21) 
with the final inking by ABC of a 
}new contract with the Radio 
| Writers Guild, after CBS and NBC 
had come to terms with the Guild 
over the weekend. New pact gives 
|the Guild all the salary increases 
demanded, plus several other bene- 
fits which are believed precedent- 
|}setting among entertainment un- 
ions. 


These include a maternity clause, 
under which a girl must be re- 
employed by a network following 
her leave to have a baby, plus an 
enforced arbitration provision for 
any “discharge for cause.” Thus, if 
an employer fires a writer for al- 
leged drunkenness on the job and 
the employee disputes the claim, 
the case automatically goes to an 
arbitration. board for settlement. 
In addition, the new contract for 
the first time establishes commer- 
cial fees for newswriters and a 
provision that any radio or tele- 
vision material created by continu- 
ity writers on their own time be- 
longs to them. 


$15 Pay Hike 


Under terms of the pact, the 
writers get a $15 pay hike retro- 
active to last Oct. 1, which ups the 
minimum pay for a senior writer 
to $145 weekly. Pact also calls for 
another $5 increase next Oct. 1, 
which is to run for the duration of 
the contract, or until Sept. 30, 1953. 
Same dollar increase applies to lo- 
cal and promotion writers, as well 
as to overscale writers. In per- 
centage terms, the retroactive pay 
hike is 1112%, with another 3!2°o 
boost starting next Oct. 1, which 
applies to all categories, including 
editors in newsrooms. 

Scale was. set up for the first 
time for the payment of commer- 
cial fees in newsrooms on network 
news shows, something which the 
nets had disputed on the theory 
that, if the writers obtained com- 
mercial fees, thty would also have 
to start paying sound men commer- 
cial fees. In addition, the RWG 
pact established a commercial writ- 
ing differential, covering all news- 
men with 52 weeks of cumulative 
sponsored newswriting experience, 
during which at least half of the 
Output was on sponsored news pro- 
grams. 

Under terms of the new pact, 


(Continued on page 39) 


WDTV Ultimatum 
To Pitt Breweries 


Pittsburgh, July 22. 

Local brewery Big Three, Du- 
quesne, Fort Pitt and Pittsburgh, 
struck for more than three months 
now by a workers’ walkout, have 
been notified by WDTV that they 
have only until Sept. 1 to pick up 
their regular teevee slots in this 
single-channel market. Station has 
been holding their times for them 
ever since strike began in mid- 
April but will sell choice periods 
elsewhere unless breweries have 
some definite word for them in 
next five weeks. 

In many Cases, beer people con- 
tinued their TV programs for ® 
short time after strike began, figur- 
ing walkout would be of brief 
duration, but that didn’t last long 
when the thing stretched out. Man- 
agement of WDTV told breweries 
not to worry, that when plants 
opened up again, their old niches 
would be waiting for them, but 
now with strike going into its 
|fourth month, Channel 3 has -de- 
| cided to put a limit on the grace 
| period, 
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25% RATE SLASH DUE TODAY 





TV Clients Pray for Rain 


Colgate has just completed some surveys which, in effect, prac- 


{ cally 
rV viewing out the window. 


The Hofstra Study, fortified with facts and figures, 


throw the NBC-sponsored Hofstra Study 


on summertime 


maintained 


that summer TV viewing was on the ascendancy and that clients 
desiring a per-dollar point payoff couldn’t go wrong in latching on 


for the summer ride. 


The Colgate analysis, however, taking cog- 


nizance of the recent nosedive in all TV ratings, contends that the 
Hofstra study doesn’t mean a thing; that television is at the mercy 
of the elements—if it rains the ratings go up, if it’s hot and muggy, 
the best video show on the market won’t get a rating. 

Colgate took a rating a couple weeks back on a night when it 


rained in 10 key markets. 
10-market average. 
cross-country and only rained in 


of the shows died from lack of audience. 


up. 


shine, 
the now-accepted AM argument 


‘On the other hand, the Colgate study 
radio ratings are continuing an upward trend, supporting 


Ratings shot up seven points for the 
Last weekend, when 


it was hot and humid 
Kansas City, Colgate found most 
In K.C. the ratings shot 


revealed that, rain or 


that, thanks to auto radios and 


beach portables, summertime listening can’t miss, indoors or out- 


doors. 








NBC-TV Thinks It's Got One of the 
Daytime Answers, But Who's Got 706” 


NBC-TV is currently in the pro-+ 
cess of blueprinting one of its | 
major daytime video activities—a | 
{ull hour round-robin of 15-minute | 


back-to-back strips. carrying the 
overall title of ““Hometown, USA.” 
As an indication of just how 


ambitious the project shapes up, 


it will cost an approximate $70,000 | 


simply to underwrite a kine audi- 
tion of the four-ply attraction, As 
yet the coin has not been forthcom- 
ing, with the network brass pitch- | 
ing hard to prospective clients to 
pick up the costly audition tab. 

“Hometown” is designed as four 
quarter-hour Monday-thru-Friday 
shows which would emanate from 
four adjacent studios (each with 
their own permanent sets) at NBC’s 
Brooklyn studios. They vaould have 
a basic, common theme, with all 
four daily installments related, | 
with interchange of characters, sit- 
uations, ete. Ted Mills, NBC pro- 
ducer, has been put in charge of 
the overall project, and NBC staff- 
ers are currently at work designing 
the sets. 

‘Hometown” is being geared for 
morning programming, somewhere 
between 10 and 12 (noon). 

For some time now NBC-TV has 
been on the daytime programming 
spot, with affiliates pressing the 
web to “do something and do some- 
thing quick" about vesting the 10 
ain. to 3 p.m. strips with some 
qualitative programming as greater 
sponsor lure. Network execs feel 
that “Hometown” will provide one 
of the major answers. 


ABC Loses Lone 
Sat. Nite TV Client 


\BC-TV took it on the chin from 
another bankroller this week with 
the decision of Nash-Kelvinator to 
check off the Saturday night “TV 
Teen Club” at the end of the cur- 
rent eyele. “Club” is the only 
Sponsored program ABC has on 
Saturday nights. 

Originated by Paul Whiteman 
cotier aaa ABC’s key 
for several years. 





'( on a sustaining basis or fill the 
me with film programming. 


KELLOGG PUTS SRO 
ON TV ‘HOUSE PARTY’ 


CBS-TV posted the SRO 
this week on 
(ime “House Party” show, starring 
Art Linkletter, when Kellogg's 
acted to take the only two quar- 
'er-hour segments still open. Deal 
“as set through the Leo Burnett 
@sency for the show, which goes 
4 half-hour eross-the-board start- 
ing the first week in September. 





sign 


Other bankrollers previously | 
‘sning for various segments of | 
show include Pillsbury, Lever 

OS 


- and Green Giant Peas. 


Philly | 
“Club” has been on the air, 
It has not been | 
decided whether ABC will retain) 


its upcoming day- , 





Ward Quaal to Crosley 


Cincinnati, July 22. 

Ward L. Quaal, formerly direc- 
tor of the Clear Channel Broad- | 
| casting System, 
post to join -Crosley Broadcasting 
| Corp. as assistant general manager. 
He succeeds Dwight Martin, who 
/recently resigned from Crosley to 


capacity 

Quaal, who takes over his new 
job Aug. 25, will work with the en- 
foes Crosley setup, including WLW, 
| Cincy, and WINS, N.Y.; WLW-T, 
| Ciney, WLW-D, Dayton, and WLW- 

Columbus, the outfit’s three vi- 
sth stations, and the FM and short- 
| wave outlets. 


No TV Blackout 
On Garden Bouts, 
Ned Irish Insists 


Minneapolis, July 22. 


| 





director, said here that important | 
bouts still will be on the air for 
home viewers again next winter. 





off or to ge strictly theatre tele- 
| vision,” declared Irish, who is here 
for the National Basketball asso- 
ciation meeting. ‘True, some fights 
will be withheld from TV com- 
pletely because certain fight man- 
agers like Jack Hurley refuse to 
agree to any plan.” 


closed its deals for next winter 
| yet because “everything is being 
(Continued on page 39) 


WCBS-TV’S 72-SPOT 
DISCOUNT PLAN SALE 


Underscoring again the lucrative 
business being done by the net- 
work flagship stations, WCBS-TV. 
key outlet of the CBS video web 





——— 


in N. Y., this week wrapped up 
i/two more bankrollers for its 12- 
spots-per week discount plan, | 
bringing the total to six. That 
| makes a total of 72 spots per week 
‘falling into the plan's discount 
structure. 


| New bankrollars. 
discount for having contracted for 
|12 or more daytime spots weekly 
on the station, include Lever Bros., 
which signed on for 10 weeks start- 
ing Aug. 11, and Hudson Pulp & 
Paper, which inked a 52-week deal 
| starting Aug. 4. Sponsors which 
previously signed for 


atres, Best 
\ Hous: se Coffee. 


As Martin Successor virtually reached in a two-day ses- 


has resigned that | 


join General Teleradio in an exec | © 


“We have no plans to shut them; 


NBC'S WAIT 
AEAGUE CF 


With a unique byplay from the | 
competing NBC network to back 
|them up, the CBS affiliates 
committee 














(Wed.) on that 
| formula. Deal, 


web’s new rate 
scheduled for an- 
|nouncement at the close of the! 
meet, calls for a cut of 25% in|} 
nightime rates and a hike of 20% 
in the daytime card. 

NBC’s part in the negotiations 
came about in an indirect manner, 


of Frank White, now veepee and 
| general manager of the NBC radio 
and TV nets but formerly a CBS 
|top executive, that NBC would 
stabilize its rates on the same for- 
mula if the CBS affiliates could | 
| gain approval of the plan from the 
| CBS brass. New rate formula is, in 
effect, a compromise. 
demanded that CBS rescind the 
10° cut instituted a year ago and 
up daytime rates at least 20% 





the stations will tose very little. 
Settlement of the dispute was 


| Sion among the affiliates and CBS 
execs at the network’s N. Y. home- | 
| office last Thursday (17) and Fri-| 
day. Web and committee agreed 
to study the deal over the weekend 
and be set to wire all affiliates and 
(advertisers tonight (Wed.). Deal 
had been at the breaking point 
veral times during the huddles 
|and it was White, through a curi- 


| ous set of circumstances, who sav ed | 


i the day. 


Throughout the negotiations, 








rate | 
and CBS brass are ex-| 
pected to conclude huddles today | 


but revolved around the promise | 


| prises. 


Affiliates had | 


Under the. plan evolved, however, | 





Liebman Back in N. Y., 
Sets European Acts 


Max Liebman, producer-director 
of NBC-TV’s “Your Show of 
Shows,” planed back to New York 
from London on Monday (21) after 
| Six weeks in Europe. Accompanied 
| by his wife, Liebman visited Spain, 
|Germany, Austria, France and Eng- 
jland, scouting a number of spe- 
cialty acts which he will introduce 
this season on “Shows.” 

While in Europe Liebman also 
looked at films for possible use on 
TV in America, @s part of his own 
independent Max Liebman Enter- 
Any deals on these pix 
would be independent of any con- 
|tracts Liebman has with NBC. He 
| leav es for Hollywood next week to 
|} discuss with 20th-Fox a film deal 
cooking for Sid Caesar and Imo- 
; gene Coca, stars of “Shows,” which 
would be done on the Coast next 
| summer. 





NBC May Strip 





CBS officials had argued that even | 


| though the net and stations agreed 
ito “turn their 
of-—life,”” which prexy Frank Stan- 
|ton had presented to the 200 af- 
| filiates at their initial meeting at 
| the Hotel Ambassador, N. Y., three 
weeks ago, CBS would still be 
forced to cut its rates drastically 
when NBC moved in that direction. 
CBS committee, however, 
to have an understanding from the 
NBC affiliates group that they 
would continue’ their 
stand against any rate cut, adopted 
|at the NBC convention last year at 
| Boca Raton, Fla. 





backs on the facts | 


claimed | 


adamant | 


When Stanton continued to drive | 


| for a rate adjustment and the com- 
| mittee continued to reject his pro- 


Setting to rest rumors that TV| posals, he adjourned the meeting 
fight fans have seen their last big! Friday morning. During the noon 
| fight on their home sets, Ned Irish, | recess the committee sent one otf 
Madison Square Garden executive | its members to attempt to see NBC 


prez Joseph H. MeConnell to get 
|the NBC attitude on the situation. 
| But, because of White’s previous 
association with CBS as a top exec 


‘night plans also do not jell spon- 


|'able Class A time, may be forced 


(he was also prexy of Columbia | 


Records) and his new topside berth 
at NBC, the delegate called on him 
instead. White informed him that 
NBC planned the 25% cut in night- 
time rates and a 20%. boost day- 
time and promised, in effect, that 


|if the affiliates could get Stanton 
Irish said that the Garden hasn't | 


to agree to such a plan, NBC would 
stabilize on the same basis. 

Following this huddle 
White, 
ton to reconvene the sessions Fri- 
day afternoon and consider 
new proposal. Committee backed 


with 


|the plan because it would cost the 


'vertiser in CBS’ 
| schedule. 
| but asked for time 


who get a 45% | 


Foods and Maxwell | my 


affiliates little coin but instead 
would put the burden on the ad- 
sold-out daytime 
Network finally 
to work out 
mechanical details of the arrange- 
ment. That’s the reason final an- 
nouncement of the formula is not 
due until today. 





Indians’ 3-Year Pact 


July 22. 


Cleveland, 


Standard Brewing Co., 


broadcast rights of all ball 
games. 


Standard began broadcast of the 


jmike work. 


the commiitee urged Stan- | 


the | 


agreed | 


WwW. Wz 
' South 


WERE, ! 
and the Cleveland Indians have | 


Miner of Major 
TV Time Period 


] 


TET ‘NBC Total Assets Put at $43,603,000, 
rAC Balance Sheet Shows Healthy Status 


Washington, July 22. 

NBC’s strong financial position 
was shown in its recent applica- 
tion filed with the FCC to sell its 
Denver owned-and-operated AM 
station, KOA, to Metropolitan Tele- 
vision Co. for $2,250,000. The net- 
work’s balance sheet, as of May 
31, 1952, shows total assets of $45,- 


603,000, including current assets 
of over $25,000,000 and cash on 


| hand of nearly $5,000,000. 


The web also revealed it had 
approximately $2,400,000 invested 
in government securities and had 
notes and accounts receivable 
totaling $15,591,000. Assets also 
included $2,433,000 for prepaid in- 
Surance, taxes, rents, etc 

The network’s plant and equip- 
ment, which includes its o and o 
AM, FM and TV stations, as well 
as studios, are listed at approxti- 
mately $20,400,000. 

As against its current assets, the 
web’s balance sheet shows current 
liabilities of $18,463,000. Of this 
amount, accounts payable repre- 
sent $9,904,000 and accrued Fed- 
eral taxes the remainder. 

Capital stock is represented at 


| $6,500,000. and earned surplus at 


| Original cost of the station 
|}and FM) was listed as $412,000. 


$19,851,000. 

The network recorded the KOA 
preperty on its books at $225,000 
(AM 


KOA’s net sales last year were 


\listed at $1,112,000 as against $983,- 


000 in 1950. Earnings in 1951 (be- 
fore Federal income taxes) were 
given as $239,000 compared with 


| $232,000 in the previous year. 


Worthington L. 
whom NBC-TV 


(Tony) Miner, 


lured over 


ly salary of $2,000, may be squeezed 


from | 
CBS last spring at a reported week- | 


out of a Class A evening time pe- |} 


riod this fall. NBC has set a dead- 
line on how long it is willing to 
hold the Wednesday night 8 to 9 
slot open for a projected Miner- 
produced dramatic series. If the 
show is not sold within the next | 
several weeks, the web plans to 
slot two half-hour programs into | 
the period, which it is confident it 
can sell, 

Miner is currently represented 
on NBC with his “Curtain Call” 
series, a half-hour dramatic show } 
aired Friday nights at 8 under) 
RCA Victor sponsorship. RCA is 
already committed to bankroll 
Dennis Day show this fall, 
ing that Miner will be vacated} 
from that period. If his Wednesday 


= 


sorwise, NBC, with no other avail-| 
1 
to put Miner in on Sunday after- | 
noons. 

Web already has its two half- 
hour shows selected for Wednesday 
night, but isn’t springing their 
identitfy at this time. One of 
them is said to be a show now aired 
on a competing network and on 
which the sponsor wants to move 
to NBC. The other is an outside- 
produced package. 


JESSE JONES IN BID 
FOR UHF CHANNE 


Houston, July 22. 
KTRH, owned and operated by 
the Jesse H. Jones interests are the 





i this amount, 


} nesday 


| “Fibber 
radio next season, with “F & M” 
| returning to their longiime Tues 


fifth applicant here for the VHF | 
Channel No. 13. It was understood | 


that there will be possibly two 
other groups who will also enter 
their bids for the same facilities. 

Applicants on file for Channel 13 
inchide 
Co., Houston Area Television Co.., 
Lechner of Dallas, and the 
Texas Television Co. 

This is the only commercial chan- 
nel available here. 


WDGY Files for TV 


Minneapolis, Juiy 22. 





quest is for UHF channel 9. 


Bob Hope’s Stock 
Bob Hope, largest stockholder in 


Metropolitan, is listed as 56° 
owner of Hope Enterprises, sole 
owner of Hope Records, Inc., and 


president of Hope Productions, 
Ine., which has a 50% interest in 
Metropolitan. 

Hope is also listed as an oi! op- 
erator, in association with Bing 
Crosby, W. A. Moncrieff and C. E. 


| Hyde in drilling operations. 


The comic’s assets (together 
with his wife’s) as of May 29, 
| 1952, are listed at $3,769,900. Of 


$2,000,000 is invested 
(Continued on page 39) 





= Reynolds Tries 


Again Via NBC 


From all indic#tions Reynolds 


| Metals will make another big pro- 
| gramming splash on NBC this fall, 


despite the fact that all of the 
company’s AM-TV ventures on the 
web came acropper last season. 
Reynolds took the count on all 
counts the past season, including 
“The Big Show” (radio), “Opera- 
tion Tandem” radio) and the Wed- 
night Kate Smith show 
iTV). 

The aluminum outfit has bought 
McGee and Molly.” for 


ay night spot, where they were 
sponsored last season by Pet Milk. 
Previously Reynolds had pacted for 
the new Eddie Mayehoff TV show, 
which goes into the Sunday 7:30 
p.m. (after Red Skelton) period. 





BERT PARKS INTO TV 


the Shamrock Broadcasting | 


Radio station WDGY here has' TV daytimer. 
signed for another three years of filed an application with the FCC the show in October. 


club for a television station here. Re-| 


‘DOUBLE OR NOTHING’ 


Bert Parks has signed a contract 
for his takeover of the emcee role 
on the three-times-a-week daytime 
“Double or Nothing’ TV show on 


CBS.. sponsored by Campbell 
, Soups. He replaces Walter 
| O'Keefe, who is prepping a new 


Parks moves into 


Parks also held down a daytime 
|spot on CBS-TV last season, when 


At present the Twin Cities have |General Foods sponsored his own 


but applications for four | 


}pending with the FCC, 


the plan | games back in 1947, and it is ex-| but two TV stations, KSTP and/| show. 
were Rival Dog Food, Loew's The-| pected that Jack Graney and Jim- | WTCN., 
Dudley will continue to do the | more, 


2arks deal was set by Ward 


in addition to WDGY’'s, are Ww neelock, agency on the Campbell 


‘account. 


| 








ee 
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FCC Speeding ABC-UPT Merger: 


May Wind Up 


Washington, July 22. + 


Hearing This Week 





The FCC is likely to act thi OPER ATION SUNBURST’ 


week on the petition of ABC and 
United Paramount Theatres to drop 
the merger hearings and issue a| 
quick decision on the case. It’s| 
possible, however, that the agency’s | 
ruling will be deferred until next | 
week to give time for writing of | 
dissenting opinions. Comr. Robert 
Jones, who played a leading role} 
in bringing about the Paramount 
inquiry, is expected to write a 
strong dissent to calling off the | 


A CINCY COIN CLICK 


Cincinnati, July 22. 

WLW-Television’s summer. audi- 
ence and sales promotion, “Opera- 
tion Sunburst,” is credited with 
102 new accounts and 116 sales by 
John T. Murphy, vice president. 
National advertisers include B. F. 
Goodrich, Old Dutch Beer, B.C. 


hearings which are now suspended | Remedy Co., Sinclair Oil, Blue 


pending action on the petition. 


Agency is free to act on the peti- | 


tion, now that all briefs in the case 
have been filed. Last reply to the 
petition was filed Friday (18) by 
the Commission’s Broadcast Bu- 
reau, through attorneys Frederick 
Ford and Max Paglin. Other parties 
to the proceeding, it was learned, 
will not avail themselves of the 
opportunity to reply to the opposi- 
tion brief of Ford and Paglin. 

A possibility that the Commis- 
sion may grant immediate approval 
of the merger, rather than wait 20 
days for the parties to file pro- 
posed findings as requested in the 
ABC-UPT petition, was indicated 
in the Ford-Paglin opposition. The 
attorneys suggested that if the 
Commission is “determined” that 
anti-trust violations have no bear- 
ing on qualifications of broadcast 
applicants it “might well consider 
whether it can review all the ap- 
plications (involved in the hear- 
ings) except those pertaining to 
the transfer of Du Mont and dis- 
pose of them administratively 
rather than to require that findings 
of fact be submitted by the par- 
ties.” 

Claim Anti-Trust Dangers 

In their opposition brief, Paglin 
and Ford made a strong appeal to 
the Commission to continue the | 
Par anti-trust hearings under Ex- | 
aminer Leo Resnick through their | 
final conclusion. 
capital to compete in the TV net-| 
work field, they contended, cannot 
outweigh the “vital monopoly con- 
siderations” involved in the mer- 
ger. The anti-trust issues, which 
ABC, UPT and Paramount want 
eliminated, they asserted, are the 

heart of the preceedings. 

ABC, UPT and Paramount Pic- 


ABC’s need of} Dr. Christian (ABC) 


Crown Spark Plugs and Sal Fayne. 

At the same time Norman Cash, 
general sales manager of Crosley’s 
|AM outlet, WLW, reported new 
billings for national spot sales to- 
|taling in excess of $300,000 for 
| July, August and September. The 
| sales, he said, were made between 
June 25 and July 7 by Crosley of- 
fices here and in New York and 


| 


Halpin’s DuMont Post 


Daniel D. Halpin has been 
named general sales manager for 
the receiver division of Allen B. 
DuMont Labs. He succeeds Walter 
Stickle, who resigned recently to 
join Hoffman TV on the Coast as 
sales chief. 


Halpin was formerly manager of 
TV receiver sales for RCA Victor 
and is a past prez of the American 
TV Society. 





Mpls. Aquatennial Hit 
By Demo Blockbuster 
On Radio-TV Coverage 


Minneapolis, July 19. 

There’s plenty of grief currently 
for the Minneapolis Aquatennial, 
local 13-year old annual summer 
mardi gras, because its dates, July 
18-27, conflict with those of the 
Democratic National Convention 
which, of course, is drawing no 
little newspaper and other atten- 





Chicago, and excluded network 
; accounts. 
| 


Groucho Leads 


Weak AM Ratings 


| In what is probably a new rating 

low for the top network radio 
| shows, the Groucho Marx program 
| via NBC leads the latest Nielsen re- 
port (for the week-of June 8-14) 
| with a mark of 7.6. Even with the 
|inroads of television, the top-rated 
| shows earlier in the season were 
(scoring 15s and 16s. Bob Hope 
show, in eighth position for the 
week, dipped to a 5.3. 





| Following are the Nielsen top 10: 


p 
Groucho Marx (NBC).....7 
Broadway’s My Beat (CBS) 7 
Romance (CBS).. Te 
6 

6 


Fibber & Molly (NBC)... 


Big Story (NBC) 
Walk a Mile (CBS)..... 
Bob Hope (NBC) oe 
The Lineup (NBC).* me 
| Great Gildersleeve (NBC) 5 


| 





McCann-Erickson Fs, 


} 


tures, they asserted, “apparently | 
overlook the fact that probably 
the single most important factor Cleveland, July 22. 
to be considered, if a realistic ap-| Robert W. Dailey, radio-televi- 
praisal of the consequencies of the sion director of McCann-Erickson, 
merger is to be made, is the anti-|Inc., has been named a vice presi- 
trust history and the actual experi-| dent and placed in charge of the 
ence of Paramount in the past. The | Cleveland office. 

practices which may be expected| With Dailey’s promotion, the 
to develop as the result of the| agency announced Thomas H. Bat- 


Staffers Given Promotion 








theatre-radio combination such as 
(Continued on page 37) 


San Antonio’s 2007, Hike 
In Tele Set Sales Laid 
To Politics, Thru-Cable 


San Antonio, July 22. 
Local TV dealers have an- 
nounced that the Republican con- 
vention increased the sale of TV 
sets in this area as much as 200°. 





Jump was attributed to relaxation | 


of down payment restrictions and 
initiation of live network, plus the 
national political fever. 

A similar jump was noticed in 
this period when dealers pur- 
chased $10,000 worth of TV equip- 
ment from wholesale houses where- 
as none was purchased for the two 
weeks prior to the convention. 


Local dealers expect a much: 


milder run on TV sets with the 
start of the Domocratic convention. 


Reynolds Metals Pacts 
CBS Harness Racing 


Reynolds Metals has pacted with 
CBS Radie to sponsor six quarter- 
hour pickups of harness racing 
events from various tracks across 
the country during August and 
September. Deal was set by the 
web with the Buchanan agency and 
the Grand Circuit Racing Assn. 

Series tees off Aug. 6 with the 
Hambletonian, from (ioshen, N. Y., 
with the radio coverage siated 
from 5:15 to 5:30 p.m. Other races 
are expected to be aired Thurs- 
days from 6:15 to 6:30, 





man, creative director, and Myron 
|C. McDonald, account executive 
'also have been named veepees. 

Albert W. Sommer, v.p. and gen- 
|eral manager, is being transferred 
|to Chicago. He had been in charge 
/of the Cleveland office since 1948. 

Dailey had been director of news 
for NBC in Cleveland before, mov- 
ing to McCann eight years ago. 

In announcing the shift, Som- 
mers said McCann's Cleveland 
business has tripled in the last 
nine years, 


WHBS’s Baseball SRO 


Kansas City, July 22. 

Radio Night for the Kansas City 
Blues of the American Assn. was 
a virtual sellout with 17,100 per- 
sons on hand last Friday night (18). 
Event is an annual promotion 
which salutes Larry Ray, WHB 
sportscaster and his sponsor, 
Muehlebach Brewing Co., which 
has underwritten broadcasts of the 
games here this season. 

Near-record attendance was the 
result of intensive promotion by 
, WHB, the club officials and others, 
and far overshadows last year's 





11,700. Games, ¢ sts ¢ ‘j = ‘3 
7 ames, contests and prizes ‘signed a year-long merchandising | 


were atractions along with the 
ball game. 





Pittsburgh — Phil 
resigned from. the 
nouncing staff to go with a West 
Coast radio station...New produ 
cer of “Music Time,” three after- 
noons weckly on WJAS sponsored 
by Army, is Sergeant Albert B. 
Metz, a local boy who graduated 
from Allegheny H.S.... All Halla- 
man, just out of Duquesne U, is 
filling in as an announcer at KQV 
during the vacation season. While 
yin earer., he was ro di- 
rector of the campus FM station, 
iWDUQ: p station 


Zinkand has 


WWSW an-! 


| tion away from it. 

Also, the Aquatennial is getting 
{less television and radio coverage 
lthan otherwise or usual for the 
| reason that the stations here can’t 
very well slight the present Chi- 
cago shindig by giving it a smaller 
amount of time than that devoted 
to the Republican donnybrook, 
even though they might like to do 
so, which is questionable. 

When they belatedly learned 
their summer festival would be 
concurrent with the political con- 
vention, the directors wanted to 
change dates. Previous commit- 
ments, however, made that imprac- 
tical, and they had to go ahead 
and buck the tough opposition. 

Over the 13 years, the Aquaten- 
nial has found its parades to be 
the most popular and profitable 
| fe.ture and currently is again fea- 
| turing two of them with costly and 
| elaborate floats provided by local 
| 
| 





and outside business concerns. 
|There are a daytime affair and 
an evening illuminated pageant, as 
usual, with a $1.80 reserved seats 


them from the city’s 15,000-seat 
stadium. 

Other events on tap for the 
thousands of transients attracted 
here by the festival and homefolks 
include the “Aqua Follies,” locally 
produced stage-water show, run- 
ning from July 16 through the 27th 
and scaled at $3.50 top; radio sta- 
tion WCCO’s show in the 10,000- 
seat Municipal Auditorium, head- 
lined by Edgar Bergen and scaled 
at $6 top, but which also goes 
out over the air; a “Queen of the 
Lakes” coronation and ball in the 
Auditorium, likewise with a $6 top 
scale, and an “Aqua Star Night” 
i having a $1.80 top. 


giving the Aquatennial the usual 
amount of gratuitous ether pub- 
licity and, in spite of the Demo- 
cratic convention, they aren't ne- 
glecting it. As hitherto, radio sta- 
tion WCCO (CBS) and WTCN-TV 
have been dishing out the most 
coverage. In addition to the afore- 
mentioned Auditorium radio show 





| five years, WCCO covered the day- 
time parade with a float by float, 
ete., ether wave description. This 
parade, which took place last Sat- 
urday, before the big Chicago do- 
| ings’ start, also was televised for 
a third successive year by WTCN. 
Most of KSTP’s covérage consisted 
of newsreel pickups for its TV. 





Crosley’s Merchandising 
Deal With Drug Chain 


Cincinnati, July 22. 
Moving the “chain lightning” 
; Operation into the realm of drug- 
|store products, Crosley Broadcast- 
jing’s WLW and WLW-T has 





|deal with the Gallaher Drug chain. 
| Under the deal, 34 drug stores will 
;} plug products advertised on the 
two stations via counter and win- 
dow displays, while Gallaher’s will 
|use a series of spots on WLW and 
WLW-T to advertise its own mer- 
chandise, as well as_ national 
brands. 

Gallaher’s pact follows closely 
one set by Crosley with Albers 
Super Markets. under which the 
Crosley stations receive “shopper 
stopper” displays weekly in each 
of the chain’s 65 stores and the 
chain uses a series of daily spots to 
| plug its products. 





scale for those who wish to watca | 


KFEL-TV Preems in Teleblind 


Denver as Ist Post-Thaw Station 





NELSON, KAMERER T0 
NBC’S HYPOED SPORTS 


In a major expansion of its 
sports department, NBC vesterday 
|(Tues.) named Lindsay Nelson as 
| assistant sports director under Tom 
| Gallery, and David N. Kamerer as 
coordinator for its National Col- 
legiate Athletic Ass’n TV football 
| coverage. New appointments are 
| designed to up the sports phase of 
| the network to an equal status with 
ithe news and special events de- 
partment. 





rector of the Liberty Broadcasting 
System. Kamerer was director of 
sports program development for 
McCann-Erickson. 





~ Browns Pro Grid 


Cleveland, July 22. 

Augmenting its new policy of 
“community station,”” WTAM has 
' signed to broadcast the entire 16- 
| game schedule of the Cleveland 
Browns professional football 
games. 

The announcement, made by 
Hamilton Shea, NBC general man- 
ager here, marked the first time in 
| 20 years that WTAM returned to a 
play-by-play account of a profes- 
sional athletic team, and it marked 
the first time in two years that 
WERE’s monoply had been broken 
in the broadcasting of football, 
|baseball and hockey. WERE had 
the Browns broadcast for the past 
two years. 

The football games will be spon- 
sored by Brewing Corp. of Amer- 
ica, makers of Carling’s ale and 
| beer, and will be carried by WTAM 
lover a four-state network of radio 

stations in Ohio, Pennsylvania, 
| West Virginia and Kentucky. As 
yet, no announcement has bee 
made as to who will broadcast the 
games. Bob Neal, who did the 
mike work for the Browns in the 
past, has been ruled out since he 
does the baseball broadcasts for 
Pfeiffer Beer. 





s 


Nelson was formerly football di- | 


Cleve. WIAM Nabs 


» Denver, July 22. 


On Monday (21) Denver became 
the first teleblind city to get its 
television following the long 
freeze when KFEL-TV claimed the 
honor of being the first station to 
go on the air in the U. S. after 
| the long thaw. KFEL-TV went on 
| the air officially with the opening 
of the Democratic convention, wus- 
ing coverage of NBC, becoming 
their temporary affiliate here. The 
station will use NBC shows all 
week. Starting at the end of the 
convention KFEL-TV will orig- 
inate dramatic and other shows in 
their Denver studios, now ready 
for operation. KFEL AM and FM 
is a Mutual affiliate. 

KFEL-TV_ received its tempo- 
|rary operating permit-Friday, and 
|for Saturday and Sunday went on 
an experimental basis. The present 
broadcasts are being sent from a 
temporary transmitter on Lookout 
| Mountain, where most of the Den- 
ver stations will build. Such a move 
| will simplify greatly the installa- 
| tion of antennas in homes. 
| KVOD, which has. been given 
| channel 9 without opposition, wil! 
ask the FCC for a temporary per- 
jmit, such as was given KFEL., 
| KVOD officials said they would be 
(on the air within two weeks after 
it is given, and they will broadcast 
|\from a temporary § transmitter 
| alongside KFEL-TV. Both trans- 
|mitters will be improved rapidly, 
| and both should be in maximum 
operation by January, 1953. 
| Empire Coil, given channel 26 
|(UHF) without opposition, have 
|not indicated how soon they ex- 
(Continued on page 37) 


Young Tokyo’s TV Has 
Tailor-Made Talent--- 
Nip Wrestlers, Natch 


Chicago, July 22. 

Like it was during television's 
infaney in this country, wrestling 
| likely will be the strongest pro- 
gramming faré in Japan during the 
| first stages of that nation’s just- 
sprouting TV industry. That's the 
| prediction of Tokuji Hayakawa, 
| leading Japanese set manufacturer 
atte enroute back to his homeland 





| 








after negotiating a patent licensing 
| pact with RCA. 

| . Industrialist sees Jap video fol- 
| lowing the American pattern with 
| the first seven and 12 inch sets 





Along with the football games, being used in bars and other pub- 
WTAM announced Paul Brown, | lic places with sports, particularly 
coach and general manager of the} wrestling, being the most popular 
Browns, will appear in a weekly! shows. Although there are only 
15-minutes sports program on 6:30| some 200 sets in use now during 
p.m. Thursday evenings, and he! this experimental stage, Hayakawa 





| which it has been staging the past | 


| will appear, too, on a Tuesday eve- 
| bers of the Browns’ team. 


Agency is  Lang-Fisher and 
Stashower. 


Yale Divinity School’s 
TV Religioso Training 


New Haven, July 22. 
Yale Divinity School, which has 





pioneered in religious communiea- | 


tions training for several years, 
W ill offer an experimental course in 
| religious television next fall for 


j 
| 


scribed as a natural extension of 


riculum, which has been given for 
six years. 

Proposed course will be con- 
ducted in cooperation with WNHC- 
TV here according to the Rev 
Liston Pope, dean of the school. 


It will be supervised by the Rev. | 


Everett C. Parker, lecturer in re- 
| ligious radio and television. David 
|Harris,s WNHC-TV_ production 
chief, will assist the Rev. Parker. 

Course will be composed of lec- 
tures and seminar discussions. as 
| Well as actual laboratory-type work 
in WNHC-TV. Students will take 
no part in regular programs em- 
anating from the 
Parker said, but will do practice 
work in the studios. 





San Antonio—The San Antonio | 
Chamber of Commerce has made | 


its debut with a half-hour telecast 
to be presented each Friday night 
on KEYL. Titled the “San Antonio 
Story” show will feature lesser 
known musical talent in the city 
,and give interesting pointers on 
the city by chamber officials. Jim 
Smith is producer, 


the first time. New course was de- | 


the school’s religious radio cur-| 


station, Rev. | 


| hopes that his firm and the other 


All radio and TV stations are | "in sport show featuring mem-!two set producers who have also 


tied up with RCA will be able to 
‘turn out 100,000 sets for the pub 
| and high income market within the 
next year or two. 
| Hayakawa's plant will soon be 
|tooled up to turn out 600 sets a 
month but eventually will be 
equipped to produce nearly that 
many units daily, once the market 
expands. The sets, which feature 
the U. S. 525-line tube, will cost 
about $450 American but the price, 
once any degree of mass produc- 
tion is attained, should drop to 
$300. 

Hayakawa, prez of the Handi- 
capped Employment Assn. of Ja- 
pan, stopped off in Chicago in 
search of equipment that can be 
| used by disabled war vets in his 
Osaka plant. 


'Shurick Upped in CBS 
TV Sales Department 


Edward P. Shurick, formerly an 
|} account exec with the CBS-TV 
sales department, has been named 
to the newly-created post of man- 
ager of sales development, in which 
he reports directly to sales veepee 
Fred M. Thrower. In his new job, 
Shurick also takes over as head 
of TV research, succeeding Lorin 
| P. Myers, who has resigned to join 
the Free & Peters station rep out 
fit as manager of TV sales promo- 
tion, _ 

As sales development ciel, 
Shurick will place greatest empha- 
sis on bringing in new advertisers 
|for TV, something on which 
Thrower has placed great siress 
since he joined CBS video. S)u- 
‘rick is also to aid the web s#les 
staffers in wrapping up renew:'s 
and in selling new business. 
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~ Look Sharp—Be Sharp 


“YOU WILL BE ON TELEVISION! 


yOu!” 

That’s the way the Democrati 
on the line in print to its con 
urging them to be in their seats 


for the millions watching video screens around the country. 
The printed memorandum, which has been sent to the delegates 
and alternates’, also appears on a full page of the big, slick paper 


official convention program. It 


“140,000,000 eyes will watch our convention; 70,000,000 people 
will watch us nominate the next President and Vice President of 


the United States. 


“Eight television cameras will be covering every inch of Con- 


vention Hall, inside and outside. 
the hall. 
out of the ordinary. 


“Even if you're in a crowd, the eye of Television can project a 


closeup picture of YOU to those 


probably won’t even know the camera is on YOU! 


“Empty seats will give a very 


covering Convention Hall 30 minutes before each session. 


TIME for each Session.” 


They'll pick up everything of interest and everything 


Chicago, July 22. 
Television will be watching 


c National Committee has laid it 


vention delegates and alternates, 
so as to create a good impression 


says further: 


They can cover every person in 


70,000,000 people watching. You 


bad impression. Television starts 


BE ON 








Demo Convention's Global Impact, 
With World-Wide Radio Coverage 


Chicago, July 22. 

The radio stations of almost the 
entire world have been getting and 
servicing their listeners with sub- 
stantial coverage of the two big 
American political conventions. 

In addition, such special services 
as the State Department’s “Voice 
of America,” have also been feed- 
ing convention news to the world, 
with special attention to the Iron 
Curtain nations. 

“Voice” has been working the 
conventions in Chicago with a staff 
of 17 under the direction of Hank 
Miller. 

They have been putting out the 
live English language commentary 
of Raymond Gram Swing to many 
nations where listeners might un- 
derstand English. In addition, com- 
plete coverage is being wired to 
the New York headquarters of 
“Voice.” Material is cut to size and 
then translated to the 46 languages 
in which the State Department 
broadcasts are given to the world’s 
air waves. 

One special gimmick has been 
bringing to Chicago two or three 
foreign language commentators for 
“Voice” to do special spots from 
here. The service is taking the 
audio from the TV net coverage, 
making a number of interviews and 
also doing special chores suggested 
from time to time by the New York 
headquarters. 

CBC-BBC in Tie-In 

Canadian Broadcasting Corp. 
and BBC have been operating to- 
gether in Chicago. CBC is covering 
for both Canada’s French and Eng- 
lish speaking populations. Under 
the direction of Norman De Poe, 
the Canadian web gets one French 
coast-to-coast commentary and re- 


(Continued on page 36) 


CBS Radio ‘Digest 
Capra Formula 


Chicago, July 22. 

CBS Radio, striving for imagina- 
tive programming in connection 
with the Democratic Convention, 
has introduced a stunt bearing 
similarity to the old-line Frank 
Capra flickers. Film oldsters re- 
member the Capra trick of taking 
a young and typical lawmaker, a la 
“Mr. Smith Goes to Washington,” 
“Mr. Deeds Goes to Town,” “Meet 
John Doe,” etc., and demonstrating 
the swirl in and around him of na- 
tional and state-level politics, clean 
and corrupt. 


The CBS “Convention Digest” 
Operation, supervised by Wells 
Church, director of News Events, 
settled on a similar plot line this 
week, with accompanying kudos in 
and around Chicago and from top- 
level CBS execs. 

“Digest” aproached the Kansas 





State Chairman and asked him to! 


select the “most typical” of his 


delegation, an uncommitted, fam- | 
Kansas was) 


ily-man__ delegate. 
(Continued on page 36) 
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WOV’s 207 Hike for ’52 


WOV, the New. York bilingual 
indie, has set its sights on a 20% 
billings hike for 1952, with a prac- 
tically SRO status prevailing for 
the first six months of the year. 
This would give the Italian-Ameri- 
ean language station its biggest 
gross to date. 
| Italian sponsor billings repre- 
|}sent about 70% of the station’s biz. 


It's ‘No Truce’ In 
WBKB-CBS Snag 
On Politico Cutins 


Chicago, July 22. 

A week of conferences between 
CBS-TV and WBKB, the web’s 
Chi affiliate, failed to produce a 
truce on the inter-mural bickering 
over the way the indie is handling 
the web's convention feed. Unable 
to work out a straight “pay as you 
go” deal with CBS for tke Westing- 
house-backed coverage of this 
week's Democratic convention, 
WBKB is cutting away from the 
network telecasts at its own dis- 








cretion to insert local biz. 


It was the indie’s attempt to 
squeeze in as much hometown rev- | 
enue as possible during the 65- | 
hour CBS Republican show, with | 
the resultant embarrassment to | 
the web toppers in town viewing | 
the telecast on WBKB’s Channel 
4, that set off the “there’ll be some | 
| changes” huddles during the be- | 
{tween-convention interval. 

John Mitchell, WBKB general 
manager, agreed to axe the local | 
| blurbs if CBS would guarantee the 


(Continued on page 36) 


NBC Plans Ist Traveling 
Remote Pickup of Demo 
Winner’s Acceptance Trip 


Chicago, July 22. 

Millions of television viewers 
across the country may get a 
chance for the first time to watch 
the Democratic Presidential nom- 
inee on the complete route from 
his hotel to Convention Hall, as 
lhe rides through the streets of 














;new superpowered mobile unit, 


{which for 


TV web’s news and 
events chief Bill McAndrew has 


Stunt would probably mean less 
} (Continued on page 37) 
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TULL COVERAGE 
ANEAD" SLOGAN 


By HERMAN LOWE 


Chicago, July 22. 
TV slogan for this Democratic 
Convention seems to be, “damn the 
expense and full coverage ahead.” 


The expense continues stagger- 
ing and may get worse. Networks 
have been bleeding dollars through 
every pore during these conven- 
tions. They were nicked a little 
deeper when the Demmies decided 
to start night sessions at 8 p.m., 
instead of 8:30. This meant addi- 
tional preemptions and loss of 
profitable revenue-producing pro- 
grams during that choice half- 
hour. 





Because of the unusually ‘large | 


number of candidates, webs are 
worried about a possible deadlock 
which could send the nominating 
hassle into extra days, for extra 
preemptions and extra red ink. 

Nevertheless the orders from the 
brass section in New York con- 
tinues—provide full saturation 
coverage, no matter what the nick. 

Video industry is rolling, mak- 
ing an unprecedentedly deep im- 
pression on the American public 
and on the political scene. The 
industry toppers mean to sit pat 
and play their cards to the hilt. 

The story is being told via the 
audience—or lack thereof—attend- 
ing the convention sessions. 

It was told on that’ last evening 
of the Republican Convention 
when, with Gen. Dwight D. Eisen- 
hower—the presidential nominee— 
scheduled to speak, they couldn’t 
even get the delegates to the con- 
vention hall to fill their seats nor 
enough ticket-holding guests out to 
make the galleries look reasonably 
full for the nominee and the TV 
cameras. 


Gotta Dress the House 


The reason was—the delegates 
and guests were in their hotel 
rooms watching the proceedings 
on video. 

That was the evening Convention 
Chairman Joe Martin paid TV the 
ultimate tribute when he ordered 
the guards to open the doors of the 
International Amphitheatre and 
“let the people in.” 

He couldn’t think of any other 
way to dress the house for the mil- 
lions who’d be watching over tele- 
vision. 

Democrats have picked up the 
headache of a partially-filled audi- 


(Continued on page 36) 
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‘| Like KITE’ 


San Antonio, July 22. 
| Every Yellow Cab in the city | 
|carried a “I LIKE KITE” poster 
ithe morning after Gen. Dwight D. 
Eisenhower was nominated at the 
Republic Convention. Most motor- 
ists and pedestrians got a “double 
take” at first glance, due to the 
similarity of the copy with the 
General’s campaign clogan. 
KITE’s news department had al- 
ready polled the public opinion 
less than one hour after General 
|Ike’s nomination, and found that 
{most San Antonians thought that 
| he would be elected in November. 








} 


TV Makeup Men 


Unsung Heroes Of 
Chi's Conventions 


Among the unsung heroes of 
this year’s conventions must be 


numbered the makeup men for the 
three video webs. Alternately ha- 
rassed by eager politicos who beat 
a well worn path to their studios to 
make certain they put their best 
faces forward on TV, and the re- 
luctant »ones who resisted the im- 
provements of art on nature, the 
makeup men were perhaps the 
| busiest behind-the-scenes workers 
of the Chicago stofy. 

Things are different than in 
1948. Four years ago, experts were 
imported-from Hollywood to glam- 
orize the political actors, yet some 
of the results were on the bizarre 
side. 

This time, the results have been 
|a decided improvement. Majority 
| of the speakers facing the conven- 
{tion video cameras have _ been 
|touched up by experts with a lot 

more practical experience with the 
| peculiarities of TV. And, as in 
|other cases, those who have re- 
| sisted the makeup have shown on 
the receiver screens with deep 
shadows and what appeared to be 
| three-day beards. 

Most speakers have learned to 
|take their makeup seriously in 


both the Republican and Demo- 
(Continued on page 36) 

















Chi Convention Chatter | 





Chi to make his acceptance 
speech. Stunt could be accomp- | 
lished through use of NBC-TV’s 


the first time makes | ; 
| possible a traveling remote pickup. | prexy Frank Stanton has some sort | Manager for the Russell campaign | 
| special | of record as this year’s number one |; - 


Chicago, July 22. 

Network brass well represented 
here, though far from en masse, 
and in slightly smaller ratio than 
at GOP powwow . . . NBC biggie 
Niles Trammell, on hand to watch 
the Republicans slug it out, is 
sitting this one out in Florida... 
NBC prexy Joseph McConnell back 
on the scene, and v. p. William 
Brooks stayed on between conven- 


tions to guard web’s public rela-| - 


tions interests .. . CBS boss Frank 
Stanton did a repeat of his GOP 
first day look-see, while Jack Van 
Volkenburg and Adrian Murphy, 
web’s TV and radio prexies, both 
here .. . Earl Gammons, CBS veep 
from Washington, is again on hand 
to make friends and influence 
people until the final gavel .. . 
ABC topper Robert Kintner again 
came early and plans to stay late 

. Mutual’s executive v. p. Wil- 
|liam Fineshriber, Jr., another con- 





| vention repeater ... Armed Forces | 


Radio Service has passed the word | 
that it is taking material for its | 
| overseas distribution from all the} 
nets on an equal basis... CBS | 


} 


|armchair conventioneer, with two | 


sent a map for the proposed route | radio and two TV receivers in| Of the U. S. Georgia Neese Clark, 
of the nominee’s motorcade to Ken | home and office, plus remote con- Mrs. m” | 
Fry, the Démos’ radio-TV chief. |troj for operation, for around-the-; Mesta and Mrs. FDR all attending ec for the midwest, was named to 


‘clock looking and listening . . .} 
| Mutual newscaster Everett Hollis, ' 


| who was dragged 30 feet along the 
convention floor while covering the 
| GOP doings with his walkie talkie, 
now has Eugene Philips, WGN- 
Mutual staffer, who has a way with 
| the local gendarmerie, as body- 
guard ... ABC has developed a 
| rotating system, working its stable 
|of 40 commentators, in a series of 
three platoons, in order to give 
everyone a crack at the bigtime 
| . . Show biz, this week, is con- 
|centrated in the Harriman camp. 
with playwright Sam Spewak in 
| early to give his all for the New 
Yorker, and Robert Sherwood due 
at mid-week to beat the Harriman 
drums ... Tallulah Bankhead, an- 
| other Harriman supporter, doing 
| her rooting via long distance tele- 
phone . .. Ethel Merman here to 
watch from the sidelines, and at-} 














{only five weeks. 


TV Provides Unit Booking’ For 
Five-Star Demo Political Package 


Chicago, July 22. 

Never before have so many 
watched so many supposedly com- 
peting politicians wrangle so peace- 
ably as they did last weekend dur- 
ing the Democrats’ pre-convention 
“crumpled shirtcollar derby” con- 
ducted on television. 

From NBC-TV’'s “We the Peo- 
ple” Friday night (18) to ABC-TV's 
“Politics on Trial” last night (Mon.) 
the five current headliners¢on the 
Demo's presidential nominee bill 
racked up as a unit a total of four 
hours of TV airtime. The bicycling 
politicians making up the video 
“package” included Senators Rus- 


sell, Kerr and Kefauver; Vice 
President Alben Barkley and W. 
Averell Harriman. 

Besides the aforementioned 


video shows, the “have delegates 
and will travel” hopefuls appeared 
on Edward R. Murrow's Sunday 
CBS-TV_ convention roundup; 
“Meet the Press” and “American 
Forum of the Air’ same day on 
NBC-TV. Also on Sunday, WBKB, 
the CBS tele affiliate here, pulled 
something of a scoop on the net- 
work with its own “Convention 
Closeups” which corraled all the 
candidates except Russell with an 
hour show that ended just 30 min- 
utes before Murrow’s program. All 
the candidates except Kefauver got 
back to their Conrad Hilton head- 
quarters for the CBS pickup, thus 
avoiding another hassle between 
the network and its Chi outlet. 
Mutual, incidentally, taped the 
WBKB show for later airing. 

Surprisingly, the unit bookings 
of the five Dem frontrunners on 
the six shows—something unique 
in the history of U. S. politics— 
failed to produce the sparks the 
q.&a. programs generally do with 
their regular formats. The platitu- 
dinous replies from the polls with 
their “We're all in the same club” 
routines had almost a rehearsed 
ring by the time the troupe was 
disbanded last night for the busi- 
ness at hand out at the Interna- 
tional Amphitheatre. 

Illinois’ Gov. Adlai Stevenson, 
the convention's big question mark 


(Continued on page 39 
Dems Jump Gun 


On Video Time 


Democratic National Committee 
jumped the gun on its Republican 
Party opposition this week by be- 
ing the first to sign for network 
television time in the period be- 
tween the conventions and the 
Presidential election in November. 
Demos signed for the Tuesday 
night at 10:30 period on CBS-TV, 
which has been programmed on a 
local basis this summer. 

With both NBC and CBS nearly 
sold out for the fall season, the 
Demos reportedly were anxious to 
buy time fast, so as to get the 
choice periods. Simmons Mattress, 
for example, takes over that Tues- 
day night period in September on 
an alternate week basis, so that the 
Demos could buy it for a span of 
Even though the 
election comes off Nov. 4, prior to 
the time when a number of shows 
are slated to return after their hia- 
tus, the webs nonetheless have 
done well commercially this sum- 
mer so that available time even 
now is at a premium. 

Demo business was 





placed 


torney Bartley Crum taking time|through the Joseph Katz agency 
out from the domestic problems of | GOP, whose radio-TV business has 
Rita Hayworth to work on the | been handled until now by Young 
political ones of candidate Sen. | & Rubicam, is expected to spread 
Richard Russell _ Sen. Edwin) its billings out among se eral agen- 
Johnson “(D. Col.) chairman of | “ies, including Y&R. 

Senate Interstate Commerce Com- | 
mittee, very much on the scene as 


Mutual Ups Marts 
Carroll H. Marts, Mutual's mid- 
FCC Commissioner Frieda west division sales chief, has been 
Hennock, actress-turned-Treasurer | upped to the post of manager of 
midwest operations. 


Perle “Call Virgil Reiter, Mutual account ex- 


Me Madam” 


in the flesh, as well as on card- 
(Continued on page 36) 


succeed Marts in the division sales 
chief's job. 
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30 TELEVISION REVIEWS VARIETY Wednesday, July 23, 1952 
ALL NIGHT SHOW ‘| STORY: FOR AMERICANS ALL AROUND THE TOWN ST. PAUL OPEN = LITTLE LEAGUE BASEBALL _ 
With Fred emcee; others| With Cameron Andrews, Gene | With Mike and Buff (Cobb) Wal-| With Wally Mundt, George With Jack ; Emie Simon 

lace, others Svendsen ~ | Producer: Don Cook 


Exec producer: Harvey Marlowe 
. Producer-directos: Hank Leeds 
'390 Mins.; Mon.-thru-Fri., 12 mid- 
night te 5 a.m.; Sat., 11:30 p.m. 
a to 6 a.m. 
\. Participating 
‘ WOR-TV, N. Y. 
WOR-TV has taken a tremendous 
stride forward both for itself and 
the rest of the industry with the 


inception of the first live all-night 
video show last Saturday night (19). 
As was to be expected on the preem 
and with such a flexible format, 
the opener had its quota of mis- 
cues, camera fluffs, etc., all of 
which should be ironed out with- 
out too much difficulty. More im- 
portant, though, is that if the 
show pays off (and WDTV, Pitts- 
burgh, has been operating in the 
black with an all-night film show 
for several months), other stations 
around the country can be ex- 
pected to adopt the format. 

It was evident from the preem 
that emcee Fred Robbins and the 
produgtion crew had only a vague 
notion of exactly where they were 
going. Program ran the gamut 
from guest interviews through 
audience participation contests via 
telephone to the screening of 
Snader Telescriptions, the three- 
minute musical shorts used _ by 
other TV outlets for video disk 
jockey programs. Some of the 
show came off well, but there were 
also long pauses when nothing of 
interest was transpiring on_ the 
screen, Very fact that WOR-TV is 
first to open up in N. Y. with an 
‘all-night affair, however, should 
insure it whatever viewers stay up 
after midnight. : 

Robbins, who’s been a radio dee- 
jay, made for an affable and in- 
telligent emcee. He was naturally 
subject to the hectic aspects of 
the preem but handled his numer- 
ous guests smoothly and managed 
to keep the show perking through 
most of the night. Walter ~T. 
Shirley, N. Y. commerce commis- 
sioner, led off the guest parade 
with an explanation of what the 
city is doing to keep TV centered 
in N. Y., and he was followed by a 
long string of show biz personali- 
ties. Robbins made a big thing of 
laying up to Morgan, the beagle 

ound owned by Mr. and Mrs. 
Dick Gordon (Kyle MacDonnell), 
which was okay for the preem but 
can become too cute if he does it 
nightly. 

Show biz guests naturally 
plugged their latest films, record- 
ings, etc., which was a good way 
gm to whet the public appetite. After 
talking up a new disk, though, it 
might be a good thing for Robbins 
to play the record, so that viewers 
could hear for themselves what all 
the fuss is about. Program resem- 
bled a telethon somewhat because 
of the many guests participating 
but, unlike the  charity-pitched 
shows, the guests were not per- 
mitted on this gne to do more than 
talk. 

Show emanates from WOR’s TV 
Centre, with Robbins working 
_ against an attractive setting of the 
Manhattan skyline after dark. On 
. the initialer, he had difficulty with 
' the mike pickups as he walked from 
; one part of the room to another. 
switchers were apparently dozing 
' on the job, since the show started 

off with a Telescription cued in by 
mistake over the opening credits 
and there were also several stage- 
waits as Robbins announced a film 
and then had to sit by untjl it 
came on the screen. These are 
things which can be corrected with 
: , no trouble. 

Show is being sold on a partici- 
pating basis, with Val Worth, a 
mail order house, the only one in 
so far. Outfit has bought two spots 
weekly, Stal. 





PAINEVILLE TROTTING RACES 
f ' With Tom Manning, Chuck Bang, 
Jay Scott 
' Producer: George Cyr 
30 Mins.; Mon. & Wed., 10:30 p.m. 
PILSENER BREWING CO. 

. WNBK, Cleveland 

; (Stern & Warren) 

, The colorful trotting races ‘al- 
ways lend towards television ap- 
peal. Given proper description, 

, good camera work and satisfactory 
color background, the stanza can 
make for top evening appeal. In 
the half-hour, twice-a-week pickup 
WNBK scoves with a healthy gen- 
eral overtone of quality viewing. 
Tom Mannirg whose backgrcund 
in sports is as extensive as the field 

itseif, does the emcee pitch, inter- 

| views guests, and provides the col- 

; or background. Chuck Bang han- 

dies the race itself while Jay Scott 

is track man. The three voices com- 

plement each other for smooth list- 

ening: Manning the on-the-minute 

voice to tie it all together; Bang 

for crisp race description; Scott 

for the story around the race. 

Camera-work keeps the viewing 

' on top the event although absence 
? |! of a zoomar is felt on long shots. 
Commercials are easy to take. 
Mark. 








prapecesi Robert Herridge 
Director: Frank Harms 
30 Mins., Sun., 3:30 p.m. 
WCBS-TV, from New York 
WCBS-TV, CBS’ New York flag- 
ship, takes a slice of Americana 
each week and works it into a half- 
hour stanza that blends educa- 
tional as well as entertainment 
values. It’s an unpretentious ef- 
fort which could pick up plenty 
of young viewers if it eased up 
on its pedagogic manner. As it 
stands now “Story for Americans” 
is a visual history lesson which’ll 
have trouble attracting youngsters 


who’ve got that “no school ’til Sep- 
tember” attitude. 

It’s a simpy styled series using 
a storyteller (Cameron Andrews) 
as the peg for the Americana lec- 
ture. The storyteller relates his 
assorted tales to a wide-eyed 
younghter (Gene Lee) in a casual, 
off-handed manner that demands 
attention. His spiel is interrupted 
eccasionally with an interspersion 
of film clips to point up the yarn. 
It’s an okay format but it keeps 
the show in low gear throughout 
the 30 minutes. 

On show caught Sunday (20) 
program was devoted to the fron- 
tiersman in ‘Ohio River Valley 
Basin and the importance of the 
Mississippi Rivér to their livelihood. 
Andrews began session reading 
portions of Mark Twain’s auto- 
biography and continued with a 
narration of how the Ohio River 
people lived. Film clips which 
showed them building their. flat- 
boats and cruising down the Mis- 
sissippi to New Orleans to sell 
their produce were introduced to- 
ward the end of the session and 
lent an eye-appealing~-note to the 
narration. 

Andrews handled his long as- 
signment in» commendable style 
while Lee had nothing more to do 
than look attentive. The technical 
work was uniformly good. Series 
is aired regularly at 3 p.m. but a 
special Democratic convention 
pickup last Sunday caused the 
half-hour pushback. Gros. 
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Tele Follow-Up Comment 
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Walter O’Keefe on his bow on 
the “All Star Summer Revue” in- 
dicates that he can do an affable 
job on stanza. O’Keefe is an old 
hand at this emcee business. He’s 
had considerable experience as 
money dispenser on “Double or 
Nothing” and prior to that he had 
a long string of radio credit¢ 

O’Keefe works smoothly and 
creates an easy and unhurried air. 
This type affability was epitomized 
in a “Still Aiarm” type sketch in 
which the dialog was virtually 
monosyllabic. It wasn’t too funny, 
but it was pleasant enough to keep 
the viewers interested. 

O’Keefe was aided by a string 
of good performers with Buster 
Keaton doing some excellent pan- 
tomime as a billposter. Under 
Keaton’s modus operandi, the dead- 
pan becomes a truly artistic form 
of expression. 

Rose Marie, the former moppet 
star, got over nicely with one of 
her vaude and cafe staples, “Butch- 
er Boy,” which gave her sufficient 
chance to show her comedy skill. 

Jimmy Dodd, accompanying him- 
self on the guitar, is a personable 
hillbilly and registered strongly. 
Hoctor & Byrd dressed up the 
proceedings with well routined 
dancing. Jose, 





Ed Sullivan’s “Toast of the 
Town” on CBS-TV Sunday (20) of- 
fered an average 60-minute diver- 
tissement in which the highspots 
overshadowed the lulls. Overall 
production was slick and emcee 
Sullivan knit the acts together in 
his usual manner. 

Big winners this stanza were 
Metropolitan Opera. star’ Rise 
Stevens and yockstar Jack Carter. 
Miss Stevens got the show off to 
a clicko start with a stirring rendi- 
tion of an aria from “Carmen.” 
Her rendition packed plenty of 
zest and s.a. adding up to exciting 
listening and viewing. Staging 
and camerawork here were out of 
the top drawer. Miss Stevens was 
brought back for an encore in mid- 
show and she scored again with a 
romantic rendition of “One Night 
of Love.” 

_ Carter, who replaced the vaca- 
tioning Phil Silvers in “Top 
Banana” Monday (21), again dem- 
onstrated his sock patter tech- 
nique. He’s a hardworking come- 
dian and although his turn ran a 
bit too long, there was no let-up 
and each bit was driven home for 
top impact. Material, for the most 
part, was bright and breezy and 
the rundown of his recent Euro- 














Producer-director: Rai Purdy 
30 Mins.; Thurs., 9 p.m. 
Sustaining 

CBS-TV, from N, ¥._  - 

Mike and Buff (Cobb) Wallace, 
husband-and-wife team whose “All 
Around the Town” show has done 
yeoman duty for CBS-TV in filling 
program voids, returned for an- 
other short run Thursday night 
(17) to take over the period which 
Lucky Strike gets this fall. Show, 
originating from backstage at the 
46th Street Theatre, N. Y., where 
“Guys and Dolls” is now click- 
ing past its 0th performance, 
was one of the best they've done 
and made for a highly pleasurable 
half-hour’s viewing. 

Format of the show usually has 
the team describing points of. in- 
terest around N. Y. via remote 
pickups. This time, while scenes 
of the backstage of a legit house 
during an actual performance 
were interesting, it was the stress 
put on interviewing the “Guys” 
cast which paid off. All the prin- 
cipals with the exception of Vivian 
Blaine appeared on camera, and 
Wallace and his wife also had 
short spiels with co-producer 
Ernest ‘Martin and his stage mana- 
ger. Emcees displayed socko in- 
terviewing techniques combined 
with pleasant personalities, which 
helped project both them and their 
guests for top impact. 

Most of the interviewing was 
done in a roon: underneath the 
stage, with the cameras picking up 
a poker game participated in dur- 
ing their offstage leisure by some 
of the cast and writer Abe Bur- 
rows. Leads Robert Alda, Isabel 
Bigley and Sam Levene also faced 
the lenses underneath «the stage, 
while Wallace climbed to the thea- 
tre marquee for a short talk with 
Pat Rooney, revolving around the 
vet performer’s reminiscences of 
46th Street while the cameras 
roved up and down the block. If 
nothing else, the interview tech- 
nique gave a seldom-seen glimpse 
into the backstage life of a major 
Broadway hit. 

No shots of the actual on-stage 
performance were furnished, pre- 
sumably because of Equity rulings 
prohibiting it. Stal. 
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pean jaunt was a surefire laugh- 
getter. 

Sonny Howard came across okay 
in his vocal miming stint. In his 
brief act, Howard managed to 
squeeze in carbons of Frankie 
Laine, Louis Armstrong, Billy 
Daniels, Mario Lanza, Ink Spots, 
Johnnie Ray, and Jan Peerce. All 
the impressions were accurate 
and pleasing with only’ Ray, 
Peerce and the Ink Spots getting 
the acid touch. 

Will Rogers, Jr., did little but 
talk about his father and offer 
some samplings of his rope spin- 
ning ability. This segment slowed 
up the show and Sullivan didn’t 
help any when he read a letter the 
elder Rogers had sent him in 1932. 
Sullivan also overworked the plug- 
ging on the WB pic, “The Story 
of Will Rogers.” 

Ben. Hogan offered some golf- 
ing instruction in the windup spot 
but it’s interest was limited to link 
fans only. He got some yocks with 
an impression of Bob Hope at the 
first tee but this, too, had limited 
appeal. 

Lincoln - Mercury commercials 
were handled with class and imagi- 
nation. Gros. 








“Meet the Press,” the Martha 
Rountree-Lawrence Spivak produc- 
tion bankrolled by Revere Brass via 
NBC-TV, bulged into a full hour 
Sunday night (20) to provide view- 
ers more time to size up five can- 
didates for the Democratic presi- 
dential nomination. Each was al- 
lotted 10 minutes to express views 
and answer questions of the four- 
man press panel. 

Session proved well worth the 
voting public’s time, for the per- 
sonalities, temperaments and politi- 
cal views of the quintet were nicely 
magnified under the camera’s 





probing lens. Veepee Alben Bark- 
ley impressed as a vigorous old | 
gentleman whose quick reactions | 
and friendly manner belied his 74 | 


years. 

Sen. Richard B. Russell of | 
Georgia appeared a bit stuffy | 
although he was forthright and | 
direct in replying to press ques- | 
tions. Asked by Spivak on how he 
felt about FEPC, he said he was 
opposed'to “the jail sentence provi- 
sion—for it would impinge upon 
the liberties of others.” He also 
admitted favoring revision of the | 
Taft-Hartley Act. 

In contrast to Sen. Estes Kefau- | 
ver’s air of assurance on the famed | 


Kefauver TV _ investigation hear- | 


(Continued on page 39) 


Producer-director: Roger Gardner 
15 Mins.: Sun. (13), 3 p.m. 
SCHMIDT BREWING CO. 
WTCN, Minneapolis 

During the St. Paul “Open,” an 
annual Twin Cities event and al- 
ways one of the year’s most im- 
portant golf tournaments, enlist- 
ing the nation’s best players’ par- 
ticipation and distributing $15,000 
in: cash prizes, WTCN-TV served 
up a total of six hours of play 
spread over the last two days in 
15-minute or longer packages. In 
so doing, it must have won many 
friends among golf enthusiasts, of 
whom there are a legion bere- 
abouts, because interest in the 
tournament, fanned by heavy news- 
paper coverage, ran high. It also 
undoubtedly did a lot of good for 
the show’s sponsor, a St. Paul 
brewery, which ran in plenty of 
commercials. 

The tournament’s last 15 min- 
utes, on the air Sunday, revealed 
some topdrawer camerawork and 
narration, the latter by Wally 
Mundt, a leading Twin Cities golf 
pro, and George Svendsen, one of 
WTCN’s ace sportscasters. While 
the eventual winner, Dr. Cary 
Middlecoff, who started the last 
day three strokes in front of the 
field, had the victory cinched when 
WTCN went on the air for the 
finishing stage, thus taking off 
some of the concluding telecast’s 
cream, there were still second and 
third places at stake. And with 
such sterling golfers as Sammy 
Sneed and Henry Ransom fight- 
ing to determine who would cop 
the runnerup place and _ land 
$1,800 instead of $1,400, and their 
contest not to be decided until 
the final hole and with $400 hang- 
ing on a single put, suspense 
wasn’t lacking for the 10,186 fans 
in attendance and the many thou- 
sands watching on TV. 

Mundt and Svendsen’s descrip- 
tions and explanations of the play 
and shots left nothing to be de- 
sired. Camera closeups of some 
excellent putting and of players 
and spectators particularly stood 
out. Analyzing “what might hap- 
pen,” the narrators whipped up ad- 
ditional excitement. 

The fact that the winner, Dr. 
Middlecoff, a dentist whose vic- 
tory earned him $2,400, was play- 
ing the course for the first time 
and finished five strokes in front 
of the field, shooting a record-ty- 
ing 266 for the 72-hole route, made 
for greater word-of-mouth. Rees. 


RACEWAY HOUR 
With Jerry Coyle, Howard de 

Freitas, Roy Shudt, Others 
60 Mins.; Thurs., 8.30 p.m. 
SARATOGA VICHY 
WRGB, Schenectady 

Leisurely paced Saratoga Race- 
way origination probably holds 
strong appeal for lovers of the trot- 
ting sport, but less pull for the 
average scanner. Rough produc- 
tion, faulty timing and uneven cam- 
era work hobbled the smooth flow 
of the hour viewed, although it be- 
gan moving surer in the second 
half. The almost complete de- 
pendence placed on track person- 
nel—conceding they are experts— 
might come under the head of 
pemenenes policy and showman- 
ship. 

Jerry Coyle, WRGB staffer, who 
possibly was essaying unannounced 
pinch hitting, had little to say un- 
til the final 15 minutes. Howard de 
Freitas, Raceway publicity director, 
did virtually all the commentary 
and recapping, plus an interview 
with an area stable owner-doctor 
and wife. De Freitas likewise 
chatted—most of the time off cam- 


|eras—with Bowman Brown, editor 


of The Harness Horse, before the 
feature $10,000 Arden Trot, won by 
the crack Del Pronto. Roy Shudt, 
who calls the races on the public 
address system, doubled as inter- 
viewer of the winner’s owner and 
latter’s wife. Shudt, handled a 
multiplicity of assignments, had 
Started another exchange, inter- 
rupted by a studio return for a 
commercial . It was resumed later 
by de Freitas. 

Videocast did achieve the un- 
usual in covering four races, two 
of them features. To make this 
possible, WRGB slightly spilled 
over into the following network 
show. Camera shots, of horses rac- 
ing and scoring, were clearer than 
some noted last year, but the idea 
of continuing them during warm- 
ups, while an interviewee spoke— 
unseen—appeared odd. Greater 
alertness and imagination eould be 
expected. Jaco, 





Kansas City—Buddy Black. 
KCKN disk jockey and m.c., is on 
leave of absence to take over the 
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Director: Dick Liesendahl 

90 Mins.; Wed., 7 p.m. 

SWIFT & CO. 

WGN-TV, Chicago 

(Needham, Louis & Brorby, J. W. 
Thompson) 

Sportscaster Jack Brickhouse and 
the WGN-TV camera crews have 
been prepping for this sand lot 
baseball assignment by covering 
the antics of Chi’s major league 
diamond entries for going onto 
four years. The indie had added to 
its sports lineup which includes 
the exclusive telecasts of the Tubs 
and White Sox, this Wednesday 
night pickup of Little League 
games, featuring players 12 years 
of age and younger. 

And it makes for a fine video 
sports feature. Contest between 
the midget teams unfurled on the 
preem (16) had all the factors for 
a good show. There were chuckles 
and even 2 touch of drama as the 
pint-sized baseball hopefuls went 
about their chores with a serious- 
ness that might have put the major 
leaguer guests in the stands to 
shame. Besides, it was a welle 
played game by Windy City base- 
ball standards. 

Brickhouse, doing the play-by- 
play, and Ernie Simon, along for 
the color gab and the post-game 
interviews with the kids, make a 
topgrade team for a task like this. 
Wisely, neither played the moppet 
game just for the laughs and 
stressed the benefits the juves de- 
rive from the organized activity. 

Lensing was done by two cam- 
eras, which, though cutting down 
on the overall flexibility, was gen- 
erally up to the station’s high re- 
mote standards. 

_ Swift’s plugs were given a good, 
intimate live sell by Brickhouse 
between innings. Dave. 


JIMMY WAKELY SHOW 

With Joan Lorry, Don Weston, Noel 
Boggs, others 

Director: Bob Quinlan 

30 Mins.; Tues. 8:30 p.m, 

COLEMAN HEATING 

KNXT, Hollywood 


: Jimmy Wakely is back on televi- 
sion with a half-hour western vari-= 
ety format, and it develops as a 
pleasing, unpretentious summer 
offering grooved for the western- 
music minded. 

The cowboy crooner, a graduate 
of Monogram via Capitol Records, 
pleases with his personable man- 
ner and pleasant delivery, but he’s 
slickest dishing out the tunes, is 
particularly good on “Slippin’ 
Around,” which he disclicked with 
Margaret Whiting for Capitol to a 
bonanza of 1,800,000 platters sold. 

Ken Murray as guest gave a 
terrific hypo to the opener, with 
a brisk, fresh monolog, then gifted 
Wakely with Cap’s gold record for 
“Slippin’.” 

Some fair support is provided 
by femme thrush Joan Lorry, steel 
guitarist Noel Boggs and the back- 
stoppers. Show lacks production, 
only number with any being the 
finale, in which Wakely, Miss Lor- 
ry and Don Weston joined to sock 
over “Tumblin’ Tumbleweed.” 

Direction by Don Quinlan is 
fair. Pitches by Gary Goodwin on 
behalf of Coleman’s heating equip- 
ment are overlong and tiresome, 

Daku. 


ARE YOU POSITIVE? 

With Frank Conniff, Jimmy Can- 
non, Frank Frisch, Lefty Gomez 

Producers: Lester Lewis, Al Law- 
rence 

Director: Warren Jacober 

30 Mins., Sun.; 6 p.m. 

Sustaining 

NBC-TV, from N. Y. 


During this summer period, 
panel shows have become more 
frequent than any other type pro- 
gram. Virtually every network 
has a prize assortment, a few good 
enough to rate continuation into 
the fall, most of them likely to 
be dropped when the tele season 
becomes more competitive. 

“Are You Positive?” has a thin 
base. Idea is to have a panel of 
sport experts guess the identity of 
a personality from a negative or a 
baby picture flashed on a screen. 
Home viewer is informed. Those 
sending in a name are given $5 
and if the panel doesn’t guess it, 
sender is also given a book. 

N. Y. Journal American’s Frank 
Conniff emces the show. Jimmy 
Cannon, of the N. Y. Post, and 
ex-majorleaguers Frank Frisch 
and Lefty Gomez comprise the ex- 
perts. Format gives the panelists 
some opportunity for expression 
and Cannon makes a good impact 
on the homeviewers. On show 
caught, he seemed to do mo:t of 
the mental work as well as majcrity 


Bill Gordon show at WHK, Cleve-|of the ad lib lines. 


land, while Gordon vacations this 


Canniff is a replacement 45 


week (21-28). Black was in Cleve-| Bill Stern, who started with ‘#-3 


land a few weeks ago working the | shindig. 


Stern is set to return i93 


show, and current deal is a follow-|soon as he recovers from an ail: 
ment. Jose. 
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~~ NBCs Five 0&0 Veepees 


Out of the current executive realignment at NBC, which now 


finds Charles R. Denny no longer 


functioning as an executive vee- 


pee but,..as vice-president in charge of all owned-and-operated 
station aetivities, has emerged a setup which, if anything, has cre- 
ated veven greater confusion within the organization in resolving 


the status:of the o&o echelon. 


NBC now has five ¢count 'em) veepees operating in the o&o 
division—three on an overall administrative level and two on a 


local ‘station basis. 


The former include Denny, James M. Gaines, 


who still carries the title. of vice-president in charge of owned-and- 
operated stations, and veepee Carleton D. Smith, who was moved 


over from station relations into 
Bannister joined the organization. 


the o&o0 operation when Harry 


The o&o veepees on a local level include Ted Cott, in charge of 


WNBC-WNBT in New York, and Harry Kopf, 


Chicago operation. 


boss man of the 








AFRA National Board Approves 
‘| Big Talent Union’ By 2-1 Vote 


Formation of the “one big talent ¢ 


union” moved a step nearer adop- | 
tion this week with the approval | 
by the American Federation of Ra- 
dio Artists’ national board of the | 
merger blueprint set up by a com- | 
bined group of professors from 
Cornell and UCLA. AFRA board, 
polled by mail, voted. 34-17, or 2-1, 
in favor of the plan. 

Next step is for the blueprint 
to receive approval of the other 
four eastern talent branches of the 
Actors and Artistes of America, | 
including American Guild of 
Variety Artists, American Guild of 
Musical Artists, Actors Equity and | 
Television Authority. Once that | 
is accomplished, each of the mem- | 
ber guilds must then poll its entire 
membership via a national referen- | 
dum before final approval of the 
plan can be obtained. 4 

Blueprint calls for five branches 
to elect delegates to a convention, | 
in proportion to the membership | 


in good standing. Convention | 
would would then draft the con- | 


stitution of the One Big Union. 
Move would require the full back- 
ing, however, of all five branches. 
If one of them backs out, it’s ex- 
pected that AFRA and TVA would 
go it alone via a two-way merger, 
a move which the memberships of 
those two previously endorsed un- 
animously. | 


| 


| 





Bridgeport Stations 
Involved in Rhubarb 


Over Golf Tourney 


Bridgeport, July 22. 

WNAB won a major victory last | 
week when it broadcast the 16th} 
annual Shore Line Open golf tour- 
nament exclusively from the Mill 
River Country Club under the 
sponsorship of the F. and M. Schae- 
fer Brewing Co. 

The tournament, biggest one-day 
event of its kind in New England, 
attracted such nationally known 
golfers as Julius Boros, national 
open champ; Jimmy Demarest, Vic 
Ghezzi, Al Brosch, Claude Harmon 
and Tommy Armour. 

WICC, Bridgeport’s biggest ex- 
haler, had attempted to broadcast | 
the tournament on an _ exclusive | 
basis and did get the exclusive nod 
from the Mill River radio commit- 
tee. but WNAB wound up doing the 
show through the efforts of Jack | 
Fleischer, sports columnist for The | 
Bridgeport Herald, who had been | 
airing the tourney for the last four 
years over WICC. 


WICC tried to freeze out 
Fleischer and have its own sports- 
caster do the show, but all efforts 
were stymied. 

Fleischer informed the radio 
committee that he was definitely | 
Zoing to do four broadcasts of | 
scores and interviews and that he | 
would set up his booth just outside | 
the golf course if WNAB was being | 
barred from putting a direct wire | 
to the scorers’ tent. 

WICC publicized in Bridgeport | 
dailies the day of the tournament | 
that it was doing a series of broad- | 








Casts direct from the club when the | Teachers Assn., Southern -Section, | 
tourney started, but only WNAB just back from Washington where 


Was on hand, and the Mill River | 
Committee permitted Fleischer to) 


ra all his shows. from the scorers’. 
ent. 


| 9-9:30 p.m. time slot. 





WGN-TV’s Dance Remote 


Chicago, July 22. 
WGN-TV has scheduled Chi- 
cago’s first remote pickups of a 
dance band with a new weekly 
series starting Aug. 13, in the 
It’s expected 


; that WGN-TV will feed the pro- 
|gram to the DuMont network. 
Shows will originate from the 
Melody Mill Ballroom. Jimmy 


|Palmer’s band kicks off the series, 


and will be followed by Jan Gar- 
ber, Ralph Marterie, Billy May and 
Jimmy Dorsey. 

Deal was set by Russell Q. 
Facchine of General Artists Corp. 





GE Mulls Return 


To Grid Roundup 


Insistence by General Electric's 
appliance division that it be the 


sole bankroller on CBS Radio's 
Bing Crosby show this fall may 
pave the way for the GE parent 


company to return as bankroller of 
the web’s Saturday’ afternoon 
“Football Roundup” this season 
CBS is currently pitching the 


three-hour Saturday package t0/ gaj financial and personnel facets 


GE and several other sponsors, but 


is prepared to air the show on a! been effected in this division, at 
sustaining basis if no bankroller | 


is tied down by the time the foot- 
ball season starts. 

GE has sponsored the show for 
the laSt two seasons. When it look- 
ed as though the company would 
pick up the tab for Crosby this 


scout around for other bankrollers 
for its footbali package. Fact that 
the appliance division will now be 
the only GE department represent- 
ed on Crosby, however, 
ably means that the parent com- 
pany’s budget is still available for 
the roundup. 

Under the roundup plan, CBS 


| sports counselor Red Barber and 


his staff cover five or six games 


| directly each Saturday, with Bar- 
| ber cutting to various sportscast- 


ers around the country from time 
to time during the show. In addi- 
tion, he keeps a running score go- 
ing on practically every game via 
direct phone connections with 
other CBS staffers or stringers. 


HENNOCK TO COAST 
ON EDUCATIONAL TY 


Hollywood, July 22. 

Reportedly “perturbed” at lack 
of interest evidenced in L.A. for 
educational channel allotted to the 
city, FCC commissioner Frieda 
Hennock is coming here the end 
of 
cational institutions and _ public 
agencies on pooling of their re- 
sources to begin work on such a 
channel. 

Lewis Arnold Pike, AM and TV 
co-ordinator for the California 





he conferred with the commis- 
sioner, reports she is anxious to 
see progress in this area on an 


}educational channel. 


HAT NEXT 


presum- | 


July to confab with reps of edu- | 


. 


GUTBACK DUE 
~ FCONOMY 


By GEORGE KOSEN 
| Anxieties and tensions continue 
to mount at NBC, in the wake of 
last week’s executive reshuffle and 
|the certainty that a complete 
| Streamlining process is on tap for 
| the imminent future. Just as a com- 
plete radio-TY integration 
achieved on a top level basis ex- 





ANXIETIES 





—~?¢ 


was | 


tending from the “Pat” Weaver- 
Frank White high command | 
through the programming-sales- | 


production facets of the operation, | 


it’s known that a similar integra- 
tion will affect the lower echelon 
as well, with new duties and as- 
signments scheduled for announce- 
ment within the next couple of 
weeks. 

Virtually resigned to the fact 
that another and more drastic ra- 
| dio rate cut is pending, NBC prexy 
|to set the web’s economic house 
in order. There will be some per- 
sonnel lopoffs as the integration of 
radio and television becomes more 


pronounced, particularly in areas | 


where duplication of functions ex- 
ist, but just how drastic 
be is still to be resolved. 
About 18 months ago McConnell 
was forced to effect 
budgetary cutback in 


radio, and 


Joseph H. McConnell is determined | 


they'll 


a $1,000,000 


although in the process some heads | 
rolled, the network wound up last | 


year on a financially sound’ basis. 
A similar trimming appears in the 
cards for the immediate future. 

Last week’s succession of moves 
toward coordination of the radio 
land TV networks~was the most 
drastic yet, virtually clinching the 
newly-promulgated “one big net- 
work” idea which stands in sharp 
contrast to the rival CBS’ “two- 
separate-networks” operational pat- 
tern. 


NBC’s Three Groups 

NBC now breaks do* .: into three 
principal groups: (1) The combined 
radio-TV networks, under the 
Weaver-White command; (2) the 
owned-and-operated station setup, 
now topped by Charles R. Denny, 
whose role as executive vice-presi- 
| dent has been invalidated; and (3) 


| Heffernan, which includes the le- 
| of the operation. No changes have 


| least thus far. 
In the No. 1 area, John K. Her- 


| bert, former veepee in charge of | of 


,radio network sales, becomes | 
| veepee and director of TV network 
| sales, reporting to Herbert. 


| Charles C. Barry, veepee_ in 


| of radio-TV programs. 
| Fred W. Wile, Jr., veepee in 
|charge of television network pro- 


(Continued on page 39) 


Cleve. Breaks Ice 





|bined efforts of the N. Y. Daily | 
News and WXEL, Cleveland indie 
video outlet, last week inaugu- | 
jrated what may be the answer to 
televising bigleague baseball games | 
next season, via WIPX feeding the 
five Yankee - Cleveland Indian 
games played in N. Y. to WXEL for 
simultaneous airing in the Cleve- 
land area. Feed was made possible 
through a new technical device 
created by WPIX engineers, which | 
freezes the action on originating 
cameras to permit a cut-in of local 
commercials in the out-of-town 
area. Sel 
Number of baseball biggies, in- 
cluding Commissioner Ford Frick, 
have already gone on record as 





i 
out-of-town games will 


vised. Idea is based on their be- 
lief that telecasts of the home 


the staff officers, headed by Joseph 





| veyors, Flanagan pointed out. 


# 
i 


| 


| yardsticks 
| Rep 


Burns & Allen Find 


Themselves In 


Middle of Two-Client Time Hassle 





Red’s Tread 

CBS-TV used another ver- 
sion of its new electronic mat- 
ting amplifier with socko suc 
cess during the final General 
Electric commercial on “Infor- 
mation Please” Sunday night 
(20). Red Barber, who handles 
the GE plugs on the show, was 
made to appear as though he 
were actually standing inside 
a giant-sized refrigerator, and 
floated from one shelf to an- 
other as he explained the box’s 
various points 

Device was worked out by 
the CBS special effects depart 
ment, utilizing basically a su 
per-imposition process, It had 
previously been used on GE’s 
Fred Waring show during the 
regular season. “As a gag fin- 
ish, Barber “walked” inside 
the refrigerator with the com- 
ment that, “if anybody is still 
wondering whether that@jiitle 
light really goes out when you 
close the door, I can assure 
you that it does.” 





Flanagan Raps 
AM Yardsticks 


99 


ae. 





Chicago, July 
Tom Flanagan, managing direc- 
tor of the National Assn. of Radio 
and TV Station Representatives in 
town to beat the drum for 
radio last week, took the various 
audience rating services to task for 
failing to measure the 
AM audience He suggested 
to get the full AM audience 
ture, Nielsen and Hooper ratings 
should be multiplied by two. 
Flanagan charged that no pres- 
ent nosecounting outfit, including 
Pulse and the recently launched 
Nielsen Coverage Service, really 
out-of-home listening. 
spokesman argued that re- 


searchers have only scratched the 
surface in measuring the amount 
dialing to the 23,250,0Q) car 
radio and that the listening in bar- 
bershops and other biz places has 
never been evaluated. 

The increase in multiple set own- 


spot 


complete 
that 
pic- 


| year, however, CBS started to charge of radio network programs, | ership, resulting from the industry 
| has been appointed v.p. in — 


push on portable and clock radios, | 
poses another problem for the sur- | 
For | 


‘example, how is the surreptitious | 


,|Chicago White Sox, 


favoring some system whereby only | 
be tele-, 


| games, which is now being done,| 


on Out-of-Town 


TV Baseball Pickups in WPIX Deal 


N. Y. Yankees, through the com-; does hurt the in-person gate. 


duction, takes over both radio and | jistening of moppets and teenagers 


to be measured, he asked. 





AS 
a result, they hope to work out 
some schedule where fans in one 
city can see the gmes played by 
their local team only when it’s on 
the road, so long as those pickup 
do not interfere with the at-home 
schedule of another team in the 
same city. 

Dual pickup of the Yankee-In- 
dian five-game series to both WPIX 
and WERE, Cleveland indie radio 
sent the first time that games of 
out-of-town teams were fed back 
to the home fans on a regular basis. 
(WXEL previously carried the In- 
dians’ opening day game with the 
Chicago White Sox, from Chi.) 


| (WXEL previously carried the In- 


dians’ opening day game with the 
from Chi.)! 
WXEL plans to pick up eight more 
games played by the Indians later | 
this season with both the Yanks 
and the Boston Red Sox, and will | 


* Further 


| nights 


| ratings. 
| portedly didn't 


‘the National 


difficulties confronting 
TV networks in trying to placate 
two sponsors who alternate on the 
same show have been giving CBS- 
TV some programming headaches 
during the last two weeks. Show 
in question is Burns & Allen, which 
is slated to be bankrolled on a 
skip-a-week basis starting this fall 


by Carnation Milk and Goodrich 
Each sponsor wanted a different 
time period and after several 
weeks of hassles, CBS finally 
brought them to terms Monday 
(21). 


As finally settled, the show stays 
in its present Thursday night at 8 
slot, where it has been bankrolled 
on an alternate week basis by Car- 


nation Goodrich moves into the 
show starting Oct. 9, at which time 
it will go weekly, with the twa 


sponsors then rotating each week 
Hassle started when Carnation 
demanded that the show stay in its 
present time slot. 
Goodrich, however, 
rolls “Celebrity Time" Sunday 
at 10 on CBS, wanted 
to have the show move in there in 
the fall, when “Celebrity” is axed 
Under the new setup, CBS must 
now fill the Sunday night period. 
Among the compromises which 
CBS reportedly tried to work out 
in an effort to please both spon- 
sors was a drastic reshuffling of its 
Sunday night lineup, which would 
have found B&A taking over the 8 
to 8:30 slot. Ed Sullivan's ‘‘Toast 


which bank- 


of the Town,” now in at 8 to 9 
would have been moved back a 
half-hour. Bristol-Myers (now 


bankrolling “Break the Bank” but 


shopping for a new show) would 
have remained at 9:30, with Gen- 


eral Electric and its Fred Waring 
show moving up from 9 o'clock to 
10 Web could not get all the 
sponsors involved, however, to go 
for the moves. 

Carnation reportedly was averse 
to the Sunday night at 10 period on 
the assumption that the slot is too 
late to achieve maximum audience 
Goodrich, for its part, re- 
relish the idea of 
going in Thursdays at 8, where the 
show would be bucking NBC-TV's 
Groucho Marx program. And 
neither sponsor was willing to move 
into the Tuesday 8 to 9 lineup, one 
of the few other slots which CBS 
still has available, through a dis-' 


'inelination to compete with NBC's 


Milton Berle show. 


WLIB’s 94% Sellout 
Of Block Programming 
Aimed at Negro Market 


Underscoring how radio _ pro- 
gramming slanted to a particular 
segment of a metropolitan audi- 
ence can pay off, WLIB, N.Y. indie, 
now has the largest Negro audi- 





'ence in the metropoiitan N.Y. area 


daily from 7 a.m. to noon, accord- 
ing to a special Pulse survey taken 
for the station. In addition, that 
morning block is now 94°% sold out, 
according to general manager 
Harry Novik 

WLIB now broadcasts 57 hours 
of Negro programming weekly, 
with the various shows putting the 
emphasis on Negro name person- 
alities who have developed into 


|radio personalities via their WLIB 


airings. Talent lineup ranges from 
Walter White, exec secretary for 
Assn. for the Ad- 
vancement of Colored People, to 
Joe Bostic, sports editor of the Am- 
sterdam News. 

WEFC, new Miami radio indie, 
meanwhile revealed this week that 
it is switching to a policy of all- 
Negro programming. Until now, 
the Florida outlet has done general 
programming but the success of its 
three-hour afternoon disk jockes 
show, “Ebony Express,” led to the 
decision to shift to Negro program- 
ming exclusively. As a result, the 
station is adding Negro talent to its 
staff and building a number of ne» 
shows slanted primarily for the 


feed the Yankee-Indian games from | 85.000 Negro listeners in the great- 


(Continued on page 37) 


jer Miami area. 
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YES, BENNY 
IS THE NO. 1 


“Jack Benny (who under pressure, modestly admits he is 
America’s greatest comedian) introduces enough humor to justify 
the assertion. Other comedians may have broader methods, 
but in dry wit, in telling meditative silences, in impromptu gag- 
ging, and in timing, there are few to equal this bland artist . . . 
Benny’s triumph is brilliantly shared by Dennis Day... and 
there is a deliciously funny finale to an act which is certainly one 
of the best ever brought to the Palladium.” 


—A. E. Wilson 
Star 
JACK BENNY 
@ THE MARVEL 
“His wit ... is little short of genius. Singer Dennis Day made 
a real hit. Benny's finale was an inspiration.” 
—P. L. Mannock 
Daily Herald 


“... scored his familiar success at the Palladium last night.” 
—Telegraph and Morning Post 


“Jack Benny is the least aggressive of the American comics, 
he doesn’t rush at his audience: he sidles up to them. He doesn’t 
woo them: he tolerates them, just as he tolerates with faint dis- 
gust the other happenings on the stage. He doesn’t fire gags: 
he soliloquises. 

“I thank Mr. Benny for being refreshingly different and con- 
sistently funny. |! thank him also for his debunking all those 
other performers who have embarrassed us with mawkish senti- 
ments at the end of their acts.” 

—Sunday Express 


JACK BENNY FUNNIER 
THAN EVER BEFORE 

“Jack Benny is a virtuoso of comedy. With genius (or witch- 
craft) he makes his entire body of onlookers laugh at him with 
a flick of his muscle controlled face. 

“Every sentence, even of two or three words, is funny when 
Benny says it. His ‘mean’ man is an International character; but 
this art of verbal and facial timing is of only one man in the 
world—Jack Benny. 

“We have been asked if he is as funny this time, his third visit 
to the Palladium. Customers, he’s funnier! Like wine, he gets 
better with age (58) .. . he’s a delight in everything he does.” 


—Show Business 


JACK BENNY BOFFEROO 
ON PALLADIUM OPENING 
“Jack Benny scored an outstanding hit with a laughter-packed 
routine. Dennis Day collared a big share of applause.” 
—Daily Variety 





“Jack Benny’s American brand of humor continues to be as 
polished as an ice rink, as arid as the Sahara, and as leisurely 
as a slow boat to China. | am now, and always, content to spend 
an hour with Mr. Benny himself, while he muses and meanders 


Palladium 





» gf 
ent 





in mock-Olympian detachment and disdain. For that sentiment. 
debunking speech of thanks alone—! would listen to him patiently 
on the boat to China and back again.” 


—Harold Conway 
Evening Star dard 


JACK’S MY BOY! 


“Jack Benny enters with a beautiful air of languid disdain; 
he doesn’t seem to care if we like him or not. And, of course, 
we love him.” 

—Sunday Mirror 


BENNY HAS 
THEM ROARING 


“Jack Benny is an artist and the Palladium audience roared 
its approval last night.” 
—Evening News 


“Jack Benny returned amid a roar of applause to the London 


Palladium . . . and soon had the audience rocking.” 
—News of the World 


“Jack Benny brought down the house . . . one of the greatest 


of real clowns.” 
—Show World 


“Jack Benny was bigger, better and brighter than ever; he 
once again proved himself one of the world’s greatest come- 
dians. By a lift of the eyebrow or a scornful tilt of the nose, 
he gets the audience limp with laughter. High spot of his oct 
was Dennis Day, and he certainly got a wonderful welcome. 


“What an act! What a comic!’ 
—AMilton Deane 
Hollywood Reporter 


“He displayed once more that unique talent for doing noth- 


ing brilliantly of which he is the supreme master.” 
—News-Chronicle 
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uwhen the time came for him 
) go, you felt you had lost a 
end. For Mr. Benny’s art as a 
pmedian is the art that conceals 





—Mirror 


... AND BENNY STILL 
SPELLS SUCCESS 
“He still has the personality 
hich has kept him for years 
No. 1 broadcasting 


—The Daily Graphic 


“Jack Benny, supported by the 
irile voice of Dennis Day and a 
perb trio of singing sisters, is ir- 
sistible. 

“His timing is impeccable, his 
rewaway gags a joy to the ear. 


r, Benny is a great comedian.” 
—Dick Richards 
Sunday Pictorial 


MASTER OF LAUGHS 
“In the art of saying much in 
ttle, compressing amusement and 
eical repungance in one sad 
ash of a smile and giving a joke 
at extra droll bite, he stands tri- 
mphantly alone.” 


—Cecil Wilson 
Daily Mail 


“There is a rumor about to the 
effect that Jack Benny, who has 
returned to the Palladium for 
three weeks, is a great clown. 
This is a dreadful slur on his repu- 
tation, so let us dispose of it at 
once. 


“Mr. Benny is not a clown at 
all; he is a straight man or stooge, 
and possibly the subtlest in the 
history of comedy. 

“To relish him as | do may easily 
be an eccentric-taste: he is techni- 
cally a buffer-state, a rarity in this 
country, whose comedians are 
generally aggressors. 

“But no one with an eye for the 
craft of comedy should miss the 
chance of studying the ease and 
timing of his minutely rehearsed 
ad-libs.’ 


—Kenneth Tynan 
Evening Standard 


WHAT AN END 

TO A GREAT ACT 
“With majestic calm, a glassy, 
disinterested eye, Jack Benny 
strolls on to the stage like a pained 
manderin who’ has nobler things 
to do—if only he could think of 
them ... he is a great clown... 

it is a devastating finale.” 


—John Barber 
Daily Express 





JACK BENNY AND 
DENNIS TRIUMPH 
“On his third visit to the London Palladium, Jack Benny once 
ain proves that he is the world’s master of suave comedy. It 
not too much to say that his act on this trip is the best of the 
ree he has done here, and no small part of this success must 
credited to singer-stooge, Dennis Day. 
“Aided and abetted not only by Dennis, but by a brilliant 
io of girl vocalists who stooge for him admirably in a hilarious 
vence. Jack Benny is greater than ever, and his finale is one 
e cleverest gimmicks the variety stage has seen for a long, 
ng time. 
“Magnificent, Mr. Benny!“ 


—New Musical Express 


“london——They (Jack Benny and Noel Coward) are two of 
€ shrewdest and expert performers in the history of show busi- 
‘s, and they possess a gift for showmanship that is not miles 
‘ty from genius. 

lt would be the height of the unnecessary to tell American 

ers what Jack Benny does in his act. It is the reaction of the 
lish audience to him that is important, and it can be re- 
"ed on briefly. They loved him... It is the keen admiration 

enjoyment experienced by knowing people who appreciate 


"asterly performer. They loved Dennis Day, too.” 
—Richord Watts, Jr. 
New York Post 


“Mr. Jack Benny is one of those extraordinary clever comedians 
... Mr, Benny's appeal is a challenge offered by a wit to the 
intelligent appreciation of the audience; even its nonsense is 


rational.”’ 
—Times 


“For the third time in four years, Jack Benny is a smash at 
the Palladium . . . Dennis Day proves a nifty comedian in his own 
right as well as a first class vocalist.” 

—Variety 


BENNY, BETTER 
THAN EVER 

“Jack Benny is one of the most accomplished clowns Palladium 
audiences have had. And on this, his third visit since the war, 
he was better than ever. For his entire 60-minute act he seemed 
to do nothing, but with infinite charm. That urbane smile; that 
flat, fin-like hand; the lazy drawling voice; those languorous 
gestures—they all add up to one word, technique. And what a 
joy to watch. 

“For encore Benny kidded the usual firstnight Palladium speech 
with a brilliant skit on his own thoughts . . . this was a gimmick 
with genius.” 


—Leigh Vance 
Billboard 
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QUATENNIAL SALUTE | 
ith Edgar Bergen, Cedric Adams, | 
Bob DeHaven, Marion Marlowe, 
Frank Parker, Julius LaRosa, | 
Polly Bergen, Frank Mantzke’s | 
Choralaires (45), Schiek’s Cafe | 
Singers (6), Aqua Singing Con-| 
testants (4), WCCO orch (24) 
Producers-directors: Bob Sutton, 
Bob McKinsey, Ed. Viehman 
Writer: Viehman 





. 320 Mins.; Sat. (19), 8 p.m. 


PARTICIPATING 
WCCO, Minneapolis 
This fifth annual WCCO Aqua- 
tennial show, like its predecessors 
a plug for the local summer mardi 
gras, a goodwill and _ business 
gainer for the station and an ap- 
petizing entertainment dish, was 
played before a live audience of 
10,000 in the municipal Auditorium 
at $6 top and broadcast in its en- 
tirety. The same as the others, it 
reflected much eredit on the CBS 
station’s staffers. Again the latter | 
came through with a melange of 
music and fun which registered 
well over the air and must have 
more than satisfied the paying | 
guests, judging by the applause | 
that percolated to set listeners. 
The usual WCCO proficiency in 
evidence for these affairs resulted | 
in smart and effective routining. 
During the two hours running time 
the proceedings never dragged. 
Swiftly paced, firstrate entertain- 
ment, always in evidence, added to 
the station’s prestige. 
Edgar Bergen, with his Charlie | 
McCarthy, Mortimer Snerd, Effie 
Clinker and a new family member, | 
Peter Torkelson, in tow, followed 
well in the footsteps of previous 
WCCO Aquatennial show headlin- | 
ers Bob Hope, Arthur Godfrey, 
Eddie Cantor and Dennis Morgan, 
dishing out his usual good measure 
of mirth. Warbling of the first or- 
der was on tap from a trio of God- 
frey show vocalist regulars, Miss 
Marlowe and the Messrs. Parker | 
and LaRosa, as well as from Polly | 
Bergen, the splendid Choralaires 
(a topdrawer local group of 45 
young men and women chirpers 
just back after competing in the 
Wales international music contest), | 
Schieck’s Cafe excellent musical | 
comedy sextet and four Aquaten- | 
nial singing contest finalists. Num- | 
bers included boff arrangements of | 
“Lisa.” “Wonderful,” “Kiss of | 
Fire,” “Take Me in Your Arms,’’| 
“Body and Soul,” “Be Anything,” 
“Tenderly.” “Begin the Beguin’” | 
and “Brigadoon” selections. 
Two of WCCO’s own ace per- 
sonalities, Cedric Adams, the No 
1 man of radio here, and Bob De- 
Haven, emerged with flying colors 
in their emcee roles, as was to be 
expected 


. Performers were off and on and 
in and out, taking turns and scat- 
tering their contributions through 
the entire show. There was con- 
siderable amusing persiflage ban- 
tered among Adams. DeHaven,! 
Bergen and some of the others to | 
spice the performance. The emcees | 
also interviewed the various person- | 
alities briefly to bring out inter- 
esting facts about them. While, 
much of Bergen’s material had a| 
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_ Radio Followups 
> = = = / 2 on a te in inte tn in i te i il 
Dorothy & Dick frankly treated 


'with that devastating Fred Alien- 


Ginger Rogers satire on the Mr. & 


'Mrs. radio breakfast teams in 
| ‘We're Not Married,” currently at 


the Roxy, N. Y. The Kollmars 
pointed up that the lampoon prob- 
ably meant them the most because 
of the sundry bits of trademarked 
business that distinguishes their 
regular stint. Miss Kilgallen and 


her husband, Richard Kollmar, | 


looked askance chiefly at the inac- 
curacy of. a basic fact—that they, 
the -Fitzgeralds and Tex & Jinx, all 
do their stuff from their homes, 
and repeatedly so mention it, tn- 
less there are exceptions when 
some special shows are taped or 
picked up from a remote. They 
thought that The Hartmans’ satire 
in “Tickets Please,” a 1950 Broad- 
way legit revue, was more authen- 
tic, and they stated they liked the 
Paul Douglas and Eve Arden se- 
quence the best in this Nunnally 


| Johnson (20th) film. They also 
theught that a yesteryear Fred Al- | 
len radio satire (done with Tal-| 


lulah Bankhead) was likewise a 
more hilarious, albeit captious 
lampoon of the Mr. & Mrs. a.m. 
stints. In the film, Allen and Miss 
Rogers are shown acrimoniously 
rising in the grim gray dawn to 
motor down to the radio studio, in- 
stead of originating from their 


|}homes as most Mr. & Mrs. radio 
|teams do. Dorothy & Dick show is 
|aired on WOR, N. Y. Abel. 





An unusual, happy arrangement 
brought back two-thirds of the 
original Broadway cast, plus a legit 
replacement in the third role, for 
Sunday’s (20) radio version of 
John van Druten’s “Voice of the 
Turtle” on NBC’s “Best Plays.” 
Two originals were Audrey Christie 
and Elliott Nugent, with Martha 
Scott, who inherited the Margaret 
Sullavan role subsequently on 


| Broadway, as third member of the 


triangle. The expert trio of far- 
ceurs brought a good deal of 
strength and skill to the breezy, 
condensed version of the van Dru- 
ten comedy, so that even after so 
many hearings or viewings of the 
work, this presentation had sock 
appeal. 

If “Voice” is now a little glib 


|and thin in spots, the smooth, ex- 


pert performances of the cast car- 
ried it off suecessfully. Miss 
Christie’s spirit, exuberance and 
bite; Miss Scott’s soft appeal, and 
Nugent’s rugged warmth of char- 
acter dovetailed perfectly. Miss 
Audrey's phone call to her lieu- 
tenant-commander was as hilarious 
as ever, and the neat verbal fenc- 
ing between the various cast-mem- 
bers a constant delight. John 
Chapman, the N. Y. Daily News 
drama critic, acting as host and 
narrator, tied up the bridges and 
ends neatly, proving a colloquial, 
pleasant and salty emcee. The hour 
was good fun all around. Bron. 





familiar ring and he even revived, WORDS IN THE NIGHT 
his hospital bit, the ventriloauist | With David Ross, Sally Sweetland, 


unfailingly rang the laughter bell, | 


Tony Mottola 


Whether ‘they soloed or dueted, | 15 Mins.; Fri., 10:15 p.m. 


Miss Marlowe, Parker and LaRosa | 
clicked 100°;. 
Fach of the four 30-minute seg- | 
ments had a separate snonsor. | 
Commercials were sufficiently 
brief and unobstrusive Rees. 


Sustaining 


| NBC, from N. Y. 


David Ross, vet announcer who 
has become synonomous_ with 
poetry recitations on the airlanes 


during the past decade or so, is} 
| back at the same stand on this new 


| NBC series. It’s an unusually good 


ACROSS THE BLUE PACIFIC 
Transcribed by Pacific Fleet, 
U.S. Navy at Pearl Harbor, Hawaii 
Sustaining 

KIKI, Honolulu 

Navy—and therefore taxpayers— 
is responsible for this series, pro- 
duced at Pearl Harbor. 

It's a partial takeoff on perennial 
“Hawaii Calls,” which has Visitors 
Bureau backing and originates at 
Matson’s Moana Hotel for Mutual 
airing. 

But, more accurately, “Across 
the Blue Pacific” is a not-bad show 
created to (1) boost Navy and (2) 
presumably convince would-be re- 
cruits and their families that Navy 


life in Hawaii isn’t a fate worse | 
than death. It succeeds, in varying | 


proportions, on both counts. 


Hawaiian music, a few phrases 
spoken in Hawaiian, and @ short 


narrative drama of Navy derring- | 


do adds up to a series that listens 
casy in its 15-minute format. 


Series features Royal Hawaiian 


Serenaders, courtesy Musicians As- | 


sociation of Honolulu, AFM affi- 
liate. 
Lt. Rex Wills and John Mason, 


yeoman, both ex-Hula staffers, an- | 


nounce series, which originally 
was produced for now-folded Lib- 
erty Broadcasting System. 

It's understood Navy is now try- 
ing to line up other Mainland out- 
lets for the transcriptions. Hono- 
lulu’s KIKI goes along for the free 
ride. Chris. 


show for the genre, Ross dishing 
up the iambic pentameters with 
smooth expertness against a fine 
atmospheric background supplied 
| by that standout guitarist; Tony 
| Mottola, and an equally impressive 
| vocalist, Sally Sweetland. 

Ross’ repertory is _ tastefully 
chosen with a smattering of de- 
scriptive, philosophical and inspira- 
tional poetical selections. On last 
week's stanza (18), he read H. D.’s 


|New England by John Holmes. 
some Irish verses and a prayer by 
St. Francis of Assisi. Miss Sweet- 
|land also contributed an excellent 
|rendition of “Sweet Molly Ma- 
lone.” Herm. 


Eureka! FMer in Black 


} 
Washington, July 22. 
One of first FM-only outlets to 
get in black, Washington's co-op 
Station, WCFM, yesterday (Mon.) 
| reported ghat it has been operating 
at a profit for the last four months. 
During the March-April-May quar- 
ter, said Leon Loeb, manager, the 
| Operation netted over $1,000. 
Losses were stopped by drastic 
cuts in staff, general expenditures, 
and elimination of manager’s 
salary under an arrangement by 





which Loeb, who took over in! 


March, continues his activities at 
Sound Studios. Inc., of which he 
is Owner. In addition. Sound Stu- 
dios contributes services of a spe- 


jcial events director for WCFM, 


“Sheltered Garden;” a paean to 


A LIFE IN YOUR HANDS 


Alma Platts, Don Gallagher 
Producer: Jack Simpson 
Director: John Keown 
Writer: Doug Johnson 
30 Mins.; Thurs., 7 p.m. (CDT) 
Sustaining 
NBC, from Chicago J 

Revived by NBC for the third 
iseason as a hiatus potboiler, this 
|whodunit is running along the 
| groove worn thin by a host of pre- 
i|decessors of the same genre. 
| The edition heard (17) revealed 
ithe latest series to be of the same 





|stripe as that which has been roll- | 


ing off the AM assembly line for 
ithe past decade or so. The Cast, 
lwith Carlton Kadell in the lead 
lrole, is professionally competent. 
|The script is as tight and as be- 
llievable as the rigid standards of 


the formula permit. Pacing is| 


smooth, with effective use of music 
land sounds. Mm short, it’s the sort 
{of thing network radio turns out 
|effortlessly. And the sort of thing 
that’s put those indies disk jockeys 
|where they are today. 

“A Life in Your Hands” does 
|have one mark of - individuality. 
That’s the “it could happen to 
lyou” angle with the testimony of 


innocent bystanders playing a key | 


|part in unraveling the case. This 


time it was the contributions of | 


itwo prying old maids who fur- 
|nished legal eagle Jonathan Kegg 
|(patly played by Kadell) with the 
solution to the murder of the bully- 
ing contractor. Dave. 


|FORE AND AFT 
With Pete French, Paul Clark, Ed 

Mills, Hoby Wolf, Richard Oberlin 
Producer: Dorcas Ruthenburg 
Writers: Richard Van Duyne, Dor- 

cas Ruthenburg 
30Mins.; Fri., (18), 7:30 p.m. 
Sustaining 
WHAS, Louisville 

Taking note of WHAS’ 30th 
birthday, station production staff 
came up with a fantastic idea, all 
done in a tongue-in-cheek manner, 
depicting the highlights of history 
which occurred before the birth 
of radio. Point of the show was to 
remedy that omission, and it came 
off in a very entertaining fashion. 
Pete French aired directly from 
Mt. Ararat, with plenty of animal 
noises, and a q. and a. sesh with 
skipper Noah, which was produc- 
tive of some titters. 

Next episode was laid in Alexan- 
dria, Egypt, in the year 350 B. C. 
| This was a sharply humorous se- 
| quence, pointed up by background 
music of “Alexander’s Ragtime 
Band.” Ed Mills followed with in- 
terviews with witnesses of Humpty 





ciously selected sound effects help- 
ing much in making the scenes 
sound authentic. 

Next sequence switched to the 
year 1859, when Dan, Emmet was 
in his heyday as a thinstrel fave, 
and the popular tune of the day 
was “Dixie.” Various prominent 
events in history were inserted. 
ala present day newscasting, and 
| these sequences led into a news- 
cast projected into the future, 
July 18, 1982. Dick Oberlin 
voiced the news report by stating 
that a new phase of peace was 
launched as 104 countries, led by 
‘the United States, Russia, China 
and England, signed the articles 
of a new world at peace. 

Barry Bingham, prez of the 
| newspapers, radio and TV station, 
| closed the show with a few well 
placed remarks anent_ responsi- 
| bility to the listeners, and promised 
to continue the excellent service 
and entertainment into the future. 
| Excellent scripting job was 
| turned in by Dorcas Ruthenburg 
,and Richard Van Duyne, with Jim 
| Walton getting the show on and 
| off the air in a bright, breezy style. 

Weid. 





'STAN AND JIM SHOW, 
| 60 Mins.; Sat., 9:30 p.m. 

Sustaining 
| KIKI, Honolulu 
Patter of the two gabster jocks 
}emerges as one of Honolulu’s 
soundest productions. It's especi- 
ally effective in view of fact that 
several of city’s stations aren't de- 
voting too much emphasis to pro- 
duction values. 

Jim French and Stan Anderson 
kid nicely with some rehearsed sit- 
uation comedy and ad libbing, with 
result that city’s sophisticates are 
discovering their refreshing opus. 

Lads, however, have aroused few 
sponsor nibbles to date, a facet that 
they shouldn’t joke about as much 
as they do. Fact is, even if Satur- 
day night is Saturday night, they 
could do a job for the right sponsor 
or sponsors. 

Both have pleasing personalities 
and iheir enthusiastic clowning is 
winning friends for the non-web 
Station. 
|. It adds up to the kind of “dif- 
| ferent” show that Honolulu and 
other cities this size could stand 
imore of. 





With Carlton KadeH, Harry Elders, | 
Marianne Bertrand, Jack Lester, | 
Charles Flynn, Helen Behmiller, | 


Dumpty’s fall. Here, again, judi- | 


ee 


From the Production Centres 
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IN NEW YORK CITY... 


George Wallach back at WNBC as production manager after seyen 
weeks on the Coast, where he served as assistant to producer Arch 
| Oboler on the latter’s new three-dimensional film, “Bwana Devi)". __ 
Chock Full O’ Nuts, counter service restaurants, pacted for a new 
weekly quarter-hour show on WNBC starring vocalist Jean Martin, 
Contract, starting July 27, was set through the Emil Mogul agen 
Jean Hersholt resumes live broadcasting of his “Dr. Christian” show 
via CBS today (Wed.) from Hollywood, following a six-week trip to 
Europe....Ed Kobak back from a vacation at Orchard Beach, Conn, 
, Pequot Mills will bankroll WMGM’s “Paul Stone Show” twice 4 
week starting today: (Wed.)....Radio-TV actor Arnold Moss, having 
completed his stint as chief heavy in Columbia’s “Dance of Seven 
Veils,” back to N.Y. prior to flying to the Tanglewood festival as soloist 
with the Boston Symphony orch in the American premier of “La Dance 
Des Morts”.... Rupert Lucas, former director of TV program sales for 
ABC, joined the Barry-Enright package firm as a general exec 
| Mutual net carrying the Soap Box Derby from Akron Aug. 10 and the 
| Los Angeles Rams-College All-Stars football game from Chicago Aug. 
'15.... Murry Harris, publicity chief for A. C, Nielsen, flies to Europe 
Friday (25) for a three-week vacation....Keene Crockett, on leave 
from ABC as a sound man, conducting his own disk jockey show over 
ZBM, Bermuda....Maurice Mitchell profiled in latest issue of Deltan, 
official publication of Phi Sigma Delta fraternity. 

National Assn. of Educational Broadcasters planning a series of 13 
taped shows based on the principles of Thomas Jefferson and titled 
“The Jefferson Heritage,’ which are to be aired by the NAEB tape 
network, as we as Voice of America and numerous foreign networks 

..Joe Weeks, former CBS Radio staff announcer, joined the news 
department of WIBC, Mutual's Indianapolis affiliate, this week 
Sportscaster Red Barber vacationed from covering Brooklyn Dodgers 
last week to rest at Martha’s Vineyard....WINS general manager 
Harry Folts donated the station’s revenue, about $400, from coverage 
of the Yankee-Dodger game for the Mayor’s Sandlot Fund to the fund 
_...Harry Novik, WLIB g.m., in Helsinki this week taping interviews 
with Negro members of the American Olympics squad. Interviews are 
to be air-expressed back to the U. S. for playback next week. Novik 
will stay in Europe for a three-week vacation. 


IN HOLLYWOOD ... 


| Art Linkletter cut short his Hawaiian vacation and flew back to the 
| mainland for minor surgery but backed off when sawbones told him it 
| might hurt. Link’s biz partner, John Guedel, lugged his golf clubs all 
‘the way to Bermuda but not one stick came out of the bag. Rained 
‘the whole time he was there....Hal Rorke, late headman in Chicago 


for Thompson radio and TV, luxuriating in his beloved Hollywood hills 





}and weighing offers of employment, which he is not rushing into 


| Ed Cashman taking a month’s respite, foot-loose, cone-happy and belt- 
|ing the ponies at Hollywood Park....NBC’s Joe McConnell will linger 
| here only briefly enroute to the trout streams of Oregon... .Joe Thomp- 
| son, who gave up the direction of Dave Garroway’s “Today” to return 
ito Cal., now aiding and abetting Glenhall Taylor and Chet Brouwer at 
| the Ayer operation Procter & Gamble’s Bill Craig in town It 
ican now be told that the Coke-Crosby deal was deep-freezed because 
|'someone didn’t examine Edgar Bergen’s contract close enough. The 
time was his until July 1 and not Coke’s as supposed. Hudnut liked 
| Sunday night well enough to strike a fast deal... . Phil Harris will have 
his old writers back next fall, the same Dick Chevillat and Ray Singer, 
| whom he credited with considerable of his success. They had been let 
|g6 by the bandleader-comic but retrieved when NBC agreed to share 
ithe tab with him at the same coin, said to be $1,500 a week for each 

...Nat Wolff, hardy and rugged, takes a dip in Lake Tahoe every 


|ayem, temperatures notwithstanding....Tom Frandsen quit as sales 
|chief of KMPC to join the Irwin agency. No successor, with Robert 
| Reynolds, station manager, doubling up....Tidewater Associated Oil 


‘again takes up the tab on the Coast Conference football games on NBC. 


IN SAN FRANCISCO ... 


A hay baler karumphed into a power pole in a Marin cow pasture 
(17) and knocked KCBS transmitter off the air for an hour and five 
| minutes....Next morning, a bulldozer near Stockton cut “A” and “B” 
transcontinental carrier cables, disrupting radio broadcast lines and 
| AP wirephoto network service for two hours....George Thomas Fol- 
| ster, NBC correspondent, made it from Japan to San Francisco in a 50- 
| foot ketch, sailing 5,000 miles in 47 days, nine hours. He had crew of 


five.... KCBS won Ad Bureau award for “exceptional merit in general 
| newspaper advertising’; Regal Beer copped top honors for radio spots; 
|Golden States Dairies won nod for TV commercials. ...Walt Conway 


| shifted from KVSM to KYA sales....Dave Dorris replaced Art Primm 
‘on KYA announcing staff. Primm moved to KRON-TV....Longhorn 
| Joe celebrated 10 years of KROWing....Sheldon F. Sackett, owner of 
_KROW, to Chicago as a Kefauver alternate.,..Phil Berle in and up to 
|Hoberg’s Resort for a rest Hal Bock, Hollywood p.a., paused here 
| enroute to a Honolulu holiday....Walter Hale gave the opening of 
_Bimbo’s 365 Dolphina Room a KYA airing..,.San Mateo Junior College 
won c.p. for educational FM radio station. 


IN CHICAGO... 


C. W. (Dee) Doebler has been shifted by CBS from the KMOX. St. 
| Louis, promotion manager berth, to the same slot at WBBM. replacing 
Dave Kimble who leaves Friday (25) to join BAB as ad-sales chief. 
Jack Curry moves from the No. 2 promotion spot here to take over the 
St. Loo post....WIND sportscaster Bert Wilson back at the mike for 
the Cub games after a week's layoff ordered by his doc. Bud C neg 
pinchhitted....Stu Watson has resigned as assistant ad manager ¥9 
Standard Oil of Indiana to become ad ifianager for Johnson Wax !” 
Racine, Wis... ..Stuart Siebert, former head of Chi J. Walter berg | 
son public relations department, and William Hutton, ex-chief of — 
British Information Service here, have joined forces with Kenne 
Boehnert in a new publicity and advertising consulting firm. 
Russell Jolly resigns the Chi NBC staff Aug. 1 to become product! 
director at KUSO, the U. of South Dakota station at Vermillion | 
Herbert Guenin, ex-RCA assistant ad manager, added to Ruthrau! - 
| Ryan’s stable of account execs....Fran Irvin appearing this week "8 
ABC's “Breakfast Club” as the final guest vocalist in the et 
hunt for a permanent chirp to replace Patsy Lee who has Gepariee 4 
|matrimony....George Weiss, ex-trade mag midwest manager. ag 
'the O. L. Taylor station rep outfit....Johnny and Billie Sloan. shtly 
|hubby-frau team added to the eatery remote lineup, airing 2 pratt | 
show on WAAF from the Morris restaurant. Central Auto bankiv’” 
_...-Edward Evans, recently a Ted Bates account exec, joined a bhi 
_panding A. C. Nielsen executive roster....Tom Moore, emcee ot + 
itual’s “Ladies’ Fair,” week-ended in Manhattan. 
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Your Lucky Strike Hit Parad 


/ presents to all our friends during our 
8-week hiatus a special summer service! 





















ON RADIO—“Your Hit Parade”... starring 
Guy Lombardo and his Royal Canadians. 
Back on the air Friday, August 29. 


ON TV—‘‘Your Hit Parade’’. . . starring 
Eileen Wilson, Snooky Lanson, Dorothy 
Collins and Raymond Scott. Back on the 
air Saturday, August 30. 
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See your Lucky Strike Hit Parade Summer TV replacement 


“ASSIGNMENT: MAN HUNT™ 


Saturdays at 10:30 P.M., NBC Television Network 


(M. Y¥. Time) 
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Inside Chi Convention 


Chicago, July 22. 

For the first time in history, a complete film record of both political 
conventions may become part of this country’s official archives. Library 
of Congress has sounded out NBC on possibility of procuring a print of 
its kinescope for each of the powwows. There’s little doubt that, 
despite the staggering cost of duplicating about 140 hours of TV time, 


the network will respond nobly. ; 
Each of the three webs, incidentally, has kinescoped complete TV 


coverage of the GOP convention, and is repeating procedure for cur- 
rent one. 





‘ 





Bill Henry, NBC commentator, apparently has the fatherly touch. 
A 12-year-old TV viewer singled out Bill for Dutch Uncle role, and | 
wrote him a fan letter with a dollar enclosed for souvenirs and buttons 
of the political confabs. 

Commentator responded by rounding up a collection of buttons and 
sending them, with the dollar, to his juve admirer. 





Convention gimmick of Frank Zuzulo, Mutual p.a., is striking pay | 
dirt. In an effort to sell the web and its newsmen via a public service | 


we ne nn ene nese nnnenn een von eon eostune, Zuzulo. canvassed 250 dailies throughout the country with an | 
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offer of a cuffo byline column by Mutual commentators. “For the GOP - 


gabfest, there were 160 takers. Number has been upped to 183 for 
current Demmy fracas, with Frank Singeiser teeing off series past Sat- 
urday (19). Others lined up for week are Les Higby, Bill Cunning- 
ham, Bill Hillman, Cecil Brown, and Cedric Foster, with a two-conven- 
tion wrapup for a finale. Each column, of course, carries the Mutual 
tag line. 


Two major studios cashéd in on the publicity and name value of the 
Democratic convention via previews for visiting brass and press. War- 
ners preemed “The Will Rogers Story” at the mammoth Chicago Civic 
Opera House Sunday night, with Gov. Addai Stevenson and Illinois 
National Committeeman Jake Garvey tossed in as added attractions. 
Paramount unveiled its “Son of Paleface” after the convention ses- 
sion Monday night, with Bob Hope hosting. Hope tossed a post-screen- 
ing party for newsmen. 





ABC staffers, huddled on the floor of their Conrad Hilton press room | 


to cover a pre-convention interview show with Vice President Barkley, 
suddenly realized an outsider was crowding into the doorway to get a 
look-see at the video screen. A rush of amenities followed when 
ABC’ers realized interloper was pretty Nancy Kefauver, who had 
dropped by the nearest TV receiver to get a glimpse at the competition. 





One of the most promising personalities emerging from TV coverage 
of conventions is Washington news correspondent Esther Van Wag- 


goner Tufty, who made her video debut during the GOP meet as an |} 


NBC staffer. Blonde, braided Mrs. Tufty brought a steady stream of 
celebs to the NBC cameras in her initial stint, and is coming up with 
some bell ringing ideas during this one. Among latter is a press 
conference in reverse, with political celeb quizzing newsmen, parade of 


governors every ayem, and a wrapup of aspirants to the First Lady title. | 
The Tufty click may foreshadow a permanent role on the video scene. | 





New gadgets: the NBC new balloting machine, devised by National 
Cash Register, to register cumulative totals during voting to screen 
ABC comes up with a “fourth dimension” TV unit, a version of the 
“wedge wiper” corner superimpositions debutted by CBS during GOP 
meet. ABC device, which was not used opening session, promises viewer 
three closeups simultaneously, with a singhe commentary synchronized 
to carry interpretation. New unit includes three specially modified 
picture tubes arranged in triangle form, connected to special circuits 
and synchronizing generators. 





Most frustrated gal at both conventions has been Shirley Levine, of 
the CBS-TV Public Affairs Department. She’s the kid who has been on 
camera beside Walter Cronkite all through both sessions. She as- 
sembles his notes, handles walkie-talkie remote cues for him, and moni- 
tors the convention coverage for the harassed Cronkite. Millions all 
over America have been watching her but her dad, an automobile 
dealer named Sam, is watching the Convention in Saratoga, the family 
home, and Saratoga is serviced only by WRGB, from Schenectady—an 
NBC outlet. So her dad can’t see her on camera at all, and has been 
quietly going crazy. 
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Continued from page 29 


chosen because of its central loca- 
tion, on a national basis. Delegate 
selected was Gene Brown, of Cof- 
feyville, in that state. Gitlin and 
aide Dave Moore picked Brown up 
with tape equipment as he pulled 
into Dearborn Station at 7:15 Sat- 
urday morning (19). 

“Digest” crew, plus tape, fol- 
lowed Brown’s every movement. 
CBS caught him in Kansas caucus 
at the Palmer House that after- 
noon. Brown emerged muttering 
into the CBS mike: “This thing 
cost me a $100 in contribution, and 
I didn’t even get a glass of water.” 





“Digest” then recorded, for net- | 


work playback later on, his con- 


|versation with a Conrad Hilton, 


waiter at the Ice Show there. 
Waiter tried to con him into going 
all out for Adlai Stevenson. Later 
on,.network. got taped conversation 
between its John Doe delegate and 
cabdriver, who urged him: “Get 
your vote up for Russell and you 
can ride this trip for free!” 
Later, Brown was recorded in 
network conversation with Sen. 
Kerr, who told him: “When Greek 
meets Greek, they open a restau- 
rant. And when Oklahoma meets 
Kansas they form a coalition.” 
“Digest” followed Brown through 
a ‘phone conversation with Gov. 
Murray of Oklahoma and through 
pressuring by other delegates. Also 
|taped his by-play with ex-Gov. 
Woodring 65f Kansas, ex-Secretary 
of War under FDR, who told him: 
“Take it easy, son. I’ve been 
around a long time. and I know 
| about these things. Don’t fret, take 
it easy and don’t commit yourself 
too early.” 
The Gitlin 


“Digest” crew will 


tape Brown's movements through | 


Friday, catching him in _ other 
| caucuses, on the floor, in all off- 
beat situations. Brown will be 
taped, in fact, right until the split 
second he boards his train back to 
Coffeeville. 


WBKB-CBS 


Continued from page 29 




















regular 30% of rate card payment 
|for the entire Demo convention 
|rather than the 15-hour payment 
that prevailed during the GOP tele- 
|cast. The web nixed the idea so 
ithe Windy City station is running 
a package of 50 one-minute spots 
sold to Nelson Bros., a series of 
spots for the Elgin Appliance Co. 
|and as many regular station break 
accounts as can be wedged in dur- 
{ing the convention telethon. 

| WBKB is making its own sta- 


| tion breaks on the CBS feed and 
|is reserving the right to cut away 
from the network at its own de- 
cision when the show lags. Mitchell 
did make one concession to CBS. 
He’s eliminated the Electrolux 
+vacuum cleaner pitches during the 
Westinghouse show which plug its 
own appliances. 

A final WBKB tally shows that 
it lost $15,000 in washed out reg- 
ular biz and additional expenses 
during the GOP production. 























Doms’ Global Spread 
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port and two in English. Other fea- 
tures include interviews and com- 
mentary featuring correspondents 
for Canadian newapapers, early 
evening and other material sent to 
Canada for origination there. 

Some highlight features of the 
conventions—such as General Mac- 
Arthur’s keynote speech at the Re- 
publican Convention — have gone 
into Canada on feeds from NBC, 
with which CBC has a ticup. 

In order for Canadians to broad- 
cast live from this country, special 
permission was required and ob- 
tained from the FCC. 

Typical of most convention cov- 
erage by the foreign radio stations, 
however, has been that offered by 
the French here. French press, 
which feeds both newspapers and 
radio stations, has been doing the 
conventions with a staff of eight. 
Staff writes news stories which are 
| wired out internationally to France 

and to other parts of the world. 
This news is read over stations and 
networks in France and other parts 
of West Europe, the Far East, 
Africa, South America, French 
Canada, etc. Pierre Crenesse, of 
the French Broadcasting System, 
has been a conspicuous corre- 
spondent. 

Newsreels may have been slight- 








ly hidden in the shadow cast by 
| television in the 1952 conventions 
|—but pot in the book of Perle 
Mesta, U. S, Minister to Luxem- 
bourg, an inspiration for the play, 
“Call Me Madam.” 
It was Mrs. Mesta who reminded 
ithe Democratic convention today 
| (Tuesday) that newsreels are car- 
| rying the convention picture stores 
}to the rest of the world. In the 
|eourse of a speech on women in 
| the Democratic Party, she said: 
“When newsreels of this conven- 
tion are shown all over the world 
I think one of the facts that will 
| impress many of the audiences 
most deeply is the numbers of 
women present. 


TY Makeup Men 


Continued from page 29 

















cratic conventions. Perhaps the 
most fussy of all was Wisconsin’s 
Sen. Joseph McCarthy. McCarthy 
jovd only  sibmitted to the “art “of 
| 





ib 


NBC’s Syd Simmons before his 

| platform stint at the G.O.P. ses- 
| sion; he actually added suggestions. 
|For instance, he urged ‘that his 
|nose be improved and the heavy 
lines on his faee be blotted out. 
Presidential aspirant Estes Ke- 
fauver arrived at ABC’s studio with 
his face bleeding from a razor 
blade cut, and with the assurance 
to make-up expert Jack Dumont 
that he “never appears on TV with- 
out make up.” The Vice President, 
an old hand before the video cam- 
eras, quippéd, as Dumont was ap- 
plying the greasepaint. “What -are 
you going to do? Make a prima 
donna out of me?” 

On the distaff side, the make up 
boys report smooth sailing. The 
lady politicos take their make up, 
on or off the screen, as a matter of 
course. Democratic National Com- 
mittee vice chairman India Ed- 
wards even brought her own make 
up kit along, just in case. 

CBS’ Mort Lewis, perhaps, 
copped the make up plum of the 
season when he spruced up Speak- 
er Sam Rayburn for his convention 
| chairman chores, with particular 
| attention to the dignified Texan’s 
| bald pate. Rayburn, it seemed, had 
learned his lesson well in the net’s 
| School for Candidates and had 
|agreed in advance that something 
should be done about the glare of 
the kleigs on his shiny dome. 

But, with it all, most frequent 
request made to at least one of the 
make up men was not for powder or 
| eye shadow, but for aspirin! 


Chi Chatter 
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‘board in a special exhibit of Dem- 
mie greats, distaff version. 

Hans V. Kaltenborn, NBC’s 74- 
year-old youngster, prepped for his 
Demmy convention chores by danc- 
ing at the Pump Room until wee 
hours Sunday night...Hope Rid- 
ings Miller, staffer for Martha 
Rountree and Lawrence Spivak, 
advised Mrs. Dorothy Vredenburg, 
eye filling young secretary of Na- 
tional Demmy committee, on make- 
up and dress for her convention 
{speaking chore...Milton Burgh, 
| NBC news director in charge of 
|convention coverage, added _ six 
;more legmen, armed with walkie- 
| talkies, to cover numerous off-floor 





——= caucuses of current powwow... 


'NBC commentator Ben Grauer, 
| Stalled by traffic in an 11th hour 
|rush to make “Dateline Chicago” 
deadline at International Amphi- 
theatre, applied makeup in cab 
and went on as scheduled... .Hazel 
Markel, MBS femme commentator, 
getting expert advice from hus- 
band Dan Markel, an International 
New Service vet. 





Intermountain’s Biz 


Salt Lake City, July 22. 

Los Angeles Soap Co, and J. A. 
Folger Coffee Co. have renewed 
for the fifth straight year with 
Intermountain Network to ‘carry 
Frank Hemingway’s news twice 
daily cross the board. 

Three new stations have been 
| added to bring the regional’s total 
|} to 45. New additions are: KCRT, 
Trinidad, Colo., KELK, Elko, Nev., 
and KNEB, Scotts Bluff, Neb. 

















DESIRABLE 
OFFICE SPACE 
West 5ist St., Radio City, N. Y. 
972 Square Feet. Reasonabie. 
Immediate Occupancy 
Cali EL 5-9252 











Dems Bleed Ty 
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torium where the Repybhjiean. ; 
off. Opening seasons on at 
were far less filled than for 
Republican convention Tick 
for press and public were m 
more plentiful but there wer 
many takers. The folks ty 
ing in their homes and hore” 
| Chicago, watching on television 
| And it threatens to kee, 
| this all week. die, 
| TV, cause of it all. « 
| deliver saturation cove 
(with a minimum of 
|ment for the politica] 
| was noticeable on opening 4 
| Monday, that the video need 
chastely kept their searching 
away from the galleries ” Th 
didn’t want to show the world hi 
many seats were empty. : 


They are already wondering 
these parts whether 1956 mi 
not see an entirely new form 
to replace the crowded conyd 
tions which have been traditio 
for generations. This is the impa 
the TV moguls are making y 
their up-to-the-hilt coverage, | 

By and large the covera 
formula at this Democratic C 
vention remains exactly as it \ 
for the Republicans. Changes ; 
improvements are generally min 
Biggest one, of course, is the » 
camera station, set on a platf 
above the convention floor, whi 
allows head-on pictures of { 
speakers and proceedings. 

Networks are delivering a |i 
less gab by their staffs, and Ni 
has its newsreel camera er 
combing the town for exclus 
pic stories to cut in during { 
long, dull stretches which devel 
in any convention. 


Frank Stanton, CBS preside 
did come up with one smart 5 
gestion, urging elimination of t 
red light which showed which 1 
camera was actually producing t 
picture going out to the pool 


During the Republican conve 
tion, galleries, delegates and alt 
nates discovered what the red lig 
meant. Lens muggers played to tt 
camera, with considerable arti 
ciality resulting. 

Since the Democrats can’t fi 
the red light, they don’t km 
| which is the right camera and 
|don’t ham up the show 
Like a Politician’s Promise 
| Television folks have been ma 
| unhappy by the failure of the De 
ocratic managers to deliver all! 
things they promised. For insta 
the Demmys said their speak 
would make _ shorter, 
speeches, streamlined for the be 
fit of the television audiences 1 
the TV time schedules. 

But the promise has been em 
Demmy gabbers have been just 
verbose and hollow sounding 
their Republican opposite numbe 
So far, television hasn't been 3 
to curb the freedom of politid 
hot air. 
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Eileen BARTON 


Coral Recording Artist 
DIRECTION: MCA 














Now starring on NBC'’* 
ALL STAR REVUE 
Saturday's 8-9 p.™ EosT 
Mgt.: William Morris Agenc? 
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CONTEST FOR D.C.’S 
LONE UHF CHANNEL 


Washington, July 22. 

The contest for Washington’s one 
commercial UHF channel allocated 
ynder the new TV assignment table 
gives promise of becoming a hot 
fght as more and more applicants 
enter the race. Already, three 
radio stations have put in their ap- 
ns and others are planning 
in 
ccramble for channel 20 in- 
that the problem of con- 
verting all or a large part of the 
existing 380,000 VHF sets in the 
apital’s metropolitan area to re- 
UHF programs holds no 
fear for TV applicants. ; 

Newest applicant for the T HF 
channel is station WWDC, which is 
making its bid on service to the 
Montgomery - Prince Georg es 
County area of Maryland, which in- 


p icatio 
to come 
The 
dicates 


( 
ceive 


cludes Silver Spring, now the sec- | 


ond largest city in Maryland. 
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"Cleve. Breaks Ice 








| 
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—— (ontinued from page 31 jae 


Cleveland back to N. Y. for airing 
via WPIX. 


Complete cost of the local spon- | 


sor for the out-of-town games is 


reportedly about $2,200, which in-| 


time, line charges 
and pickup fees. Sponsor in 
Cleveland is Pfeiffer Brewing, 
while in N. Y. the Yankee games 
are bankrolled by Chesterfield. 
For last week’s five-game schedule, 
Bob Neal, sportsmaster for WXEL 
and WERE, Cleveland indie radio 
outlet, sat in. the WPIX box at 
Yankee stadium, feeding a separate 
commentary to Cleveland from that 
done by Mel Allen and his crew 
for WPIX. Each time a Chester- 
field commercial was aired on the 
N. Y. end, the cameras were 
“frozen” on the field while WXEL 
cut in its Pfeiffer’s plug from 
Cleveland for the local Cleveland 
audience. 

WPIX is keeping details of its 
new technique under wraps, N. Y. 
viewers, however, will get a chance 
to see it in action during the 
Yankee-Indian games from Cleve- 
land this week. 


cludes station 


| ABC-UPT 
=== Continued from page 28 =" 


the merger would provide, and the 


possible consequencies in terms of | 


publie policy, should not be con- 
| sidered merely in the abstract. 
“Whatever the ultimate decision 
ating experience and 
flected the 
number the, important 
of the 4 BC-UPT 
should be fully taken into account. 
And the argument of ABC 
respect need for 
financial 
the vital 


policies re- 
in involving a 
of 


proposed 


record, 
officials 


setup, 


with 
prompt 
cannot outweigh 


to its 
succor, 
public considerations in- 
dicated nor can it warrant a 
complete reversal of basic 
mission policy with respect to eval- 
uation of the qualifications of 
{ broadcast)...licensees. The 
| petition should be denied.” 
UPT’s contention that it 
;never violated the anti-trust laws 
|since its creation about two years 
ago was declared “meaningless” by 


Commission counsel Ford and Pag- | 


lin, who have presented the case 
for the agency at the Par hearings. 


| Pointing out that UPT prexy Leon-| 
of | 


ard Goldenson was in charge 
the theatre department for Para- 
mount at the time of its anti-trust 
| violations, the brief asserted that 
| “‘the consent decree of 1949 cannot 
j}insulate UPT from its past.” 

| Ford and Paglin’s brief further 
|declares that Paramount Pictures 
jand its successor companies have 
|been involved in over 531 anti- 
| trust suits, some of which have 
| been the subject of testimony at 
lthe hearings. ‘By attempting to 
| eliminate the issues under which 
| this evidence was presented, brief 
|asserts, ABC and UPT are using 
“an unprecedented procedural de- 
| Vice to effectively ‘eliminate that 
levidence no matter what its 
| port may be.” 





Akron—FCC has approved the 
| purchase of 50° of WCUE, Akron, 
| by the Herberich, Hall, Harter Co. 


may be, the actual theatre oper- | 


Com- | 


| horn antenna. 


pur- 


‘Mr. & Mrs. North’ Has 
Mystery ef Its Own 


The scramble for acquisition of 
the TV version of “Mr..and Mrs. 
North” is still on, with Colgate, 
sponsors of the forthcoming video 
series, still shopping around for a 
fuvorable nighttime segment. As 
yet none has appealed to the client. 
| As of last week it appeared 4 
tossup between CBS and ABC 
with NBC unable to deliver a suit 
able time period. Radio version 
also sponsored by Colgate, is on 
CBS. 








NBC Mobile | 
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| RENN TT 
in-person witnesses for the parade, 
| since the streets would necessarily 


| have to be partially cleared. By 


| the same token, however, it would 
has | 


mean that millions of TV setown- 


ers could watch the event. 
to the unveiling of the 
|}example, when the 
nominated Dwight D. 


unit, for 
Republicans 
Eisenhower, 


the webs picked up Ike on camera | 


jas he left his hotel but then lost 


Prior | 


| 
} 





} 
i 
| 


| casting Co., 
| and 





| 


sight of him completely for a half- | 


hour as he made his way to Con- 
vention Hall. 


| mountain 


| 
| 


Unit comprises a remote pickup | 


truck with two cameras mounted 
}on top. Engineer also sits on top 
the truck to maneuver a special 
Web has set up four 
receiving antennas at various 
points around Chi, so that all the 
|engineer must do is point his trans- 
|mitting equipment to whichever 
receiver offers the best line-of- 
|sight pickup. NBC wants to do 
ithe event on an exclusive basis, 
so will not make it available to 
ithe TV pool. 





Paul S. Dixon's Post 

Salt Lake City, July 22. 
S. Dixon has been named 
sales manager for KSL 


' 
| Paul 
national 


| Radio, local CBS outlet, it was an- | 


| 
| 


|}nounced last week by C. Richard 





| 000 
| cials 
| fied in the suit, Then this spring 


LE - continued from page 28 


pect to be on the air, or whether 
they will apply for a temporary 
permit. 
Hope's Bid In 

The other two channels will see 
bitter fights for the right. Asking | 
for channel 4 are KMYR Broad- 
now operating KMYR, 
Metropolitan Television, 
ganized recently by Bob Hope to 
buy KOA from NBC, which deal is 
now being scrutinized by FCC for 
It 
this channel 


or- 


approval or denial is expected 


the of 
finally be picked as the NBC out- 
let in Denver, although there 
nothing official on this. 


- 


Asking for channel 7 
din--Radio -and Television (KLZ), 
and Denver Television Co., the 
latter recently organized. The fight 
on this is expected to be especially 
hard fought, with competing the-| 
atre men being interested in both | 
companies. Not too long ago KLZ 
was sold Aladdin, with two of 
the partners being Frank H. Rick- 
etson, Jr., president of Fox Inter- | 
Theatres, and Harry} 
Huffman, retired district . man- 
ager for the same company. 

Organizers of Denver Television 
include Harris and John Wolfberg, | 
father and son, who entered the| 
Denver theatre business when they 
leased the Broadway from under | 
Fox Intermountain in 1945. Pic-| 
ture deals the Wolfbergs were un- 
able to make for the Broadway | 
were the basis for an anti-trust | 
suit against Loews, 20th-Fox and | 
RKO, the Wolfbergs winning $300.- | 
out of $3,000,000 asked. Offi- | 
of Fox Intermountain testi- | 


recipient will 


is 


are Alad- 


to 


the Wolfbergs took over the Pava- 


} mount, which had been operated | 


| 


| by Fox Intermountain for about 15 | 


years. 

None of those applying for TV 
channels excepting one, expects 
to make a profit the first year. The 


The $30,000 transaction involved | Evans, v.p. and g.m. of Radio Serv-| optimist is Empire Coil, which | 
: ice Corp. of Utah, owners of KSL| says that a profit of about $50,000 


| sale of stock by George K. Stroupe, 
who has joined the Factory Tool & 
‘Supply Co. 


'and KSL-TV. 
Dixon replaces Frank McLatchy., 


| 1S 


expected. They probably base! 
their figure on the balance state-| 


}Savs 


| one-year 


jing 


| $440,963 


ments of WXEL-TV, Cleveland, 
operated by them. The estimated 


| first-year operation costs at $400,- 


000 against a revenue of $450,000. 


| They place construction costs at 
$346,000. 


Expect Losses 

Aladdin, owner of KLZ, says 
their first-year operating cost will 
be about $700,000, with a con- 
struction figure of $440,095, but 
places no estimate on earnings or 
loss. 

Denver Television, which is ask- 
ing for channel 7 against Aladdin, 
they will spend $600,000 in 
first-year operation, with an esti- 
mated revenue of $500,000, and a 
construction estimate of $545,422. 

KFEL-TV, given channel 2, 
looks for a $20,000 loss against a 
operating cost of $520~ 
000. Constructf6n is’ estimated “at 


| $364,500. 


Colorado Television (KVOD), 
granted channel 9, places construc- 
tion at $394,011, operation at $444,- 
632, and revenue at $400,000 


KMYR Broadcasting Co., oppos- 
Metropolitan for channel 4, 
says it expects a loss of $118,000 
on an operating cost of $526,000 
and with a construction layout of 
This is the only station 
that would not build on Lookout 
Mountain, but would build on 
Ruby Hill, at the edge of Denver 

Metropolitan estimates they 
would lose $50,000 against an op- 
erating cost of $525,000, with a 
construction cost of $521,028. 

\lanufacturers are going all out 
in an eftort to get television sets 
into Denver in an effort to get 
their share of the estimated im- 
mediate demand for 90,000 sets, 
and a two-year demand of 150,000. 
Sets are coming into Denver in 
shipments of 1,000 each, some of 
them being flown in. 


Schenectady — WSNY, indepen- 
dent 250-watter, celebrated its 10th 
anniversary Tuesday (15), with a 
series of special program salutes 
from WGY and WRGB, and lauda- 
tion from the Schenectady city 
council Chamber of Commerce and 
other organizations. 









































DOROTHY KILGALLEN and DICK KOLLMAR 


“WHAT’S MY LINE?” “BREAKFAST WITH DOROTHY AND DICK’’ 


“GUESS WHAT?”’ 
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Producers Contribute Addenda 
To Recurring Vidpix Problems 


_ 


TV film producers and others 
looking for definitive answers to 
the multiple vidpix problems con- 
tribute an addenda to the search- 
ing analysis of the industry’s vid- 
pic facets highlighted in last week's 
Seventh Annual Review and Pre- 
view issue of VARIETY 


By HERBERT SCHEFTEL 

' (Telenews Productions 
“Recent surveys indicate that 
television news programs are in- 
creasing in numbers and in popu- 
larity. The news of the world’s ac- 
tivities offers more dramatic punch 
than any feature film. This in- 
herent, dvu@a.of the news makes it 
one of thé’most favored commod!- 
ties in TV programming. It is not 
inconceivable that TV news may 
eventually develop into an “every- 
hour-on-the-hour” proposition, as 
it is in radio 

“However, the growth of news 
programming means additional 
problems for TV newsreel pro- 
ducers; problems which are enor- 
mous but not unsolvable. 

“The immediacy of telecasting 
poses a problem of itself. Every 
day's news program must include 
the very latest news from all over 
the world. News footage of the 
day’s happenings must flow in a 
constant stream to the production 
plants of the news-reel producers 
and thence to the TV stations. 

“This constant flow of news foot- 
age, moreover, must occur at top 
speed. Competition among news- 
reel services is just as keen as it 
is among newspapers; get your 
news. to the public first, or else 
you're. ‘beat.’ 

“To attain speed and constant 
flow, then, newsreel producers must 
maintain huge staffs of camera 
correspondents throughout the 
world, huge forces of editors, 
etiiters, writers, production men, 
trafic men—and the expensive 
mechanical facilities and plants 
with and in which they work. 
All are involved in maintain- 
ing the flow of newsreel and in 
reducing the time gap between 
news event and its teleecasting 

24-Hour-A-Day Schedule 

“And the entire operation must 
be on a 24-hour-a-day, around the 
calendar schedule Expensive? Very, 
very much so. 

“Another prime problem is that 
of quality. All news is ‘rush;’ but 
filmed news must also be good for 
telecasting. The story content must 


be the best — this means experi- | 


enced news cameramen and edi- 
tors. The accompanying scripts 
must be accurate and interesting— 
this means imaginative and meti- 
culous news writers. The film itself 
must be as close to perfection (in 
terms of creative presentation and 
of sound-and-picture clarity) as 
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Television Chatter 





New York 





' 
sharp-eyed, 
production men can make it. 


“These are but a few of the con- 


stantly recurring problems with 
which newsreel producers are 
faced. Happily. the producers have 


beaten or are in the process of 
beating every one of them. But it 
is a costly, long-term battle with 
the present returns not in propor- 
iion to the expense and effort ex- 
'tended. TV stations aré receiving 
upwards of 15-minutes of newsreel 
footage five days a week, which 
they use anywhere from two to 
five times a day in various news 


programs. The average rate to all | 


TV stations is presently a very 
nominal $300 per week. At this 
price, in the face of today’s pro- 
duction costs and in comparison to 
other kinds of programming — on 
film or otherwise — newsreel foot- 
age is a steal!” 


By ALBERT D. HECHT 


(Bill Sturm Studios) 


“There has been a lot of talk 
about New York vs. Hollywood as 
a production center for TV com- 
mercial (advertising) films. As one 
who has been handling this type of 
film since December, 1945, I can- 
not understand any debate. There 
is no question that New York is 
and should remain the production 
center for filmed commercials. We 
| have everything— plus. 


“There are completely equipped , @ Os 
I ¥ quip itime, the average television buyer, 


studios for live action, stop mo- 
tion, and animation. Perhaps there 
|is a potential shortage of live ac- 
| tion studio space when it becomes 
necessary to photograph large ex- 
| travaganzas. But let us not forget 
that television commercials are 
99°% intimate and demonstrative 
shots—very rarely more than close- 
ups or, at the very best, medium 
closeups. 

“As for art work and animation, 
we exceed the requirements for 
any present or expected needs. We 
in New York can deliver as fine an 
animated film, if not better than 
| Hollywood. Of course, we respect 
Disney and the like (the ‘like’ here 
| being MGM and Warner Bros. car- 
toon divisions)! But theirs’ is not 
/a monopoly. Remember, a good 


'of the plus service ‘ we only in 


| proach overhead 
our films (and remember, we do a 


|}market and, in many cases, bought 





Durward Kirby and Billy Gilbert 


| ‘ ; ; : 
constantly-examining | film commercial still comes under g)jjng in for Garry Moore while 


the classification of advertising. 
“Since our clients’ representa- 
tives are situated in the metropoli- 
tan area, the advantages of work- 
ing with New York producers are 
tremendous. An agency cannot just 
send a film or television man to 
open up a branch in Hollywood and 
assume that thev are servicing 
their client to the best of their 
ability. We deal with more than 
just the film or television depart- 
ment in an agency. There are ac- 
count representatives and_ the 
clients themselves who do con- 
tinuous checking while their films 
are in production. This is all part 


ithe latter vacations from his CBS- 
TV afternoon strip ... NBC-TV 
production veepee Fredric W. Wile, 
Jr., married Bee Canterbury last 
week Marguerite Piazza, so- 
prano on “Show of Shows,” return- 
ing from Europe this week and will 
solo at the final Lewisohn Stadium 
concert prior to returning to the 
NBC-TV show. Her husband and 
business manager, J. Graves Mce- 
Donald, accompanied her to Europe 
Natalie Priest, TV-radio ac- 
tress, returning to N. Y. atter com- 
pleting a role in “Liliom” at the 
3rattle strawhatter, Cambridge, 
Mass. 
Westinghouse reduced prices on 
14 of its new receiver models, with 
ere +s a cee the.price cuts ranging frour-$20-te 
$50... WOR-TV’s “Broadway TV 
Theatre” holding over “For Love 
or Money” a second week because 
Brooklyn Dodger night games Ccar- 
ried by the station force the show 
off all but two nights this week. 


New York can giv 

“Basic labor rates in both cities 
are about the same and we in New 
York City have learned to ap- 
realistically. Alli 


lot of other kinds of films beside | 
television commercials) carry as 
little ‘water’ as possible. Let me 
just repeat a recent headline: 
‘MGM Cuts Nut 50° for All Over 
$1,000 Per.’” 


Hollywood 
Frank DeVol’s KTTV show is 
first casualty here on the steel 
| strike as Gledhill Dodge-Plymouth 
|cancelled its sponsorship of hour- 
| long show as result of inability to 


5 val ve ore 2p! ie 
RED } S get cars due to the steel tieup. 
oy oe a DeVol stay on as a sustainer... 
(Kling. Studios) Mal Klein named night program 


“The two most difficult prob-| operations manager of KLAC-TV, 
lems facing the television film|Teplacing Charles Bulotti, Jr., 
producer are the problem of time | Who ankled for KTTV, and Mattie 
and the problem of cost. As to | Tippit takes over Klein's vacated 

spot as film programming director 
: aier Br g joins C ter- 
be he an agency man representing field in Ghavine tak ive eget 
client or the client direct, does not 'L. A. Angels and Hollywood Stars 
want television films until after he | games on KHJ-TV, companies pay- 
has surveyed the television spot} ing $6,400 weekly for participation 
. KNBH telecasting 15th annual 


itime. Then, because he was able, L. A. Soap Box Derby July 26... 
to buy some time starting in a|“CCampus Farmers” returns. to 


|couple of weeks, he wants his film | KECA-TV 


portion of theatrical animation is | 


| done in New York. If there is any 
|tendeney toward monopoly in the 
| field, New York certainly has the 
edge. Our artists have, in addition 
to the theatrical abilities, the basic 
| know-how of commercial adver- 
tising, 

“As for the plus factors, let us 
| first consider our creative ability. 
| Hollywood and New York might 
very well vie with each other for 
| ‘dramatic’ creativeness; but when 
‘it comes to commercial creative- 
ness, let us not even doubt New 
York’s monopolistic position. Tele- 
vision is a new medium, but the 
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following seven-week 
made in just a few days. hiatus of the public service — 

“The result is that the film pro-| coed 4 Sooenes of tee film 
ducer is thrown into the job, in | operations, replacing Robert Gug- 
many cases, of devising the spot, | semheim “Bamboozle,” juve 


| building the Sets, hiring the talent | show produced, written and em- 


and all the myriad of details neces-| ceed by Wally Sherwin, began on 
sary for the commercial, within a| KTTV . . . Tito Guizar, Jean Bar- 
matter of hours. Once the com-/| tel, Babe Allan and Barry Ashton 


|mercial is shot and rushed through | and the Gallion Bros. are in new | 


because of the time limit, the| variety show teeing off on KTTV 
client invariably can't understand | July 29 
the time necessary to process film, | 
develop it, make optical effects, cut | 
and edit i and deliver prints. Man) wat Burdick, local creator of the 
. : take |“*Night Editor’ radio series, signed 
quently have to be put in to'make | with Weintraub Agency, New York, 
the air date. ifor a “Night Editor’ teevee. se- 
“This is particularly difficult; ries, Ward Byron producing... 
when the film producer is faced | Philippe De Lacy in to film three 
with the problem of having to stay| Without Fear” TV shows based 
within a very slim budget. For San Quentin, the blood bank 


San Francisco 


years in industrial film business, | 224 Civil defense. ..Rusty Draper 


the “rule of thumb” as to costs was | N’Yorkward to guest on Ed Suilli- 


’ : d Patti Page shows... Equal- 
between $1,000 and $1,500 per min- Pie de, fe S 
ute—this for a 30 or 40 minute pic- jization Board Chairman George 


ture, many time with 10 or 15 min-| eon” hae 10. ‘Bob Miggins, 
utes of the picture all handled in| ex-MCA agent, joined KPIX sales 
one area or location—and still in-|...Jane Burns dropped from 
dustrial film producers did not be-| KPIX_ promotion staff. ..Golden 
come wealthy at their business. In| Gate Theatre plugged “King Kong” 
television, all the effects of a 15-| revival with $5,000 TV campaign, 
minute picture frequently are con- | heaviest local movie investment in 
densed into a one-minute tele-/the eyeful medium...Wesley I. 
vision commercial with a host o Dumm, KPIX co-owner. joined Or- 
scenes and sets demanded for the | ©2809 8reup filing for Portland TV 
minute production, and the pro- oenes sommen bh picked | wp 
egg A ae ; es _| Check for “San Francisco At Night,” 
ducer limited in the funds avail-| starring I Gi 
shia te te tee tak st ing Lee iroux. Show on 
Job. KPIX features live pickups from 
“The result is that the lot of the | hotel nite spots, beginning (18) 
television film producer is not a| With Hawaiian Club. 
particularly profitable one, and 
there are few film studios in the 





Chicago 


country who can truthfully say Burr Tillst ae 
that television spot production has | of NBC-TV's ae hee 


been a profitable operation for | Ojlie,” summering at Nantucket 
them. Then too, most of the ad- again this vear Ernie Simon 
vertising agencies used to buying! new WGN-TV pactee, doing the 
artwork and photography, are ac-|color and post-game interviews 
customed to a super-type of serv- with Jack Brickhouse on station’s 
ice, and the changes along the line | teeveeing of the Little League 
are taken for sranted as part of the | baseball games Wednesday nights 
job. They fail many times to re-| Ivan Hill’s Personality Fea- 
alize that changes in motion pic- tures putting finishing touches to 
tures after they have been shot or | o ney See show to debut next to debut next 
cut and edited are extremely costly | 
and difficult. All of these factors | 
ony — ingenuity and quality of REHEARSAL HALL 
the television film commercial cur- , 
rentiy being seen on television.” ty thee Phiice ‘Playhocng ter ee 
past three years. now available 
5 or 6 days weekly from 10 A.M. 


to 5 P.M. Call 
Judson 2-1937 bet. 10 A.M. to 4 P.M. 



















Cleveland—WEWS is promoting 
a “two-TV-set-in-every-home” to/ 
spur more programming and pre-| 
clude possible family disputes as’ Suatientialeiieninnss anumetuniteme 
to what show will be seen... Available for 
Duddy Black, vacationing KCKN | . 
disker, will pinch hit for Bill Gor- | T V 

Direetor-producer with motion picture and 


o _WHK vacationing disker .. . 
at eae Ra et theatre experience. Capable eof creating and 
eae his aloe " managership at | dramatizing commerciais, Executive and pre- 


a4 A : metional ability. B V-72152. i 
WERE to become assistant to the | ‘ re wae 
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month on WBKB with Frazier 
|Thomas emceeing ... Perry 
\(Skee) Wolff now a CBS-TY pyro. 
| ducer in New York spent the jn. 
| terval between the two conventions 
j;renewing Chi acquaintances 
| Don Meier has drawn the directo), 
ial assignment on NBC-TY's “Sj. 
per Ghost” quiz game which bo 


S 


|from here Sunday (27 
| WNBQ’s femme = gabber Jorsey 
|Connors and weatherman Cling 


Youle vacationing this week. U ¢s 
weather bureau forecasters Lyn 
|Means and Charles Johnson are 
filling in for Youle Arthur 
| Peterson written out of “Hawk 
Falls,” NBC-TV serial, to join 
cast of “Come Back, Little Sheba 
at the Peninsula . Playhouse 4 
| Fish Creek, Wis... . Bob Banner 
ex-Chi NBC tele director now 
| handling the Fred Waring sho 
+on --CBS,.- lectured--at--the 
| Northwestern summer radio-TY in- 
| stitute last week 
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|tain player in a 
player figure 
classes. 

| Ziv TV usually guarantees leads 
}in its telepix $500 for a three-d 
picture. Minimums paid leads vary 
j}from around $100 upwards, entire- 
ly contingent on each producer's 
budget or production problems. 
Another factor involved is dif- 
ferent stress of the producer, with 
some shying away from 
resembling a name in 
get talent at the lowest possible 
cost, while o 1ers are willing to 
pay better coin to give their prod- 
uct a more attractive appearance. 
| Eve Miller has drawn $500 for 
a telepic; Marshall Thompson, 
| $450, and Jim Davis, $400. This 
| kind of sugar is higher than that 
| received by the bit player or “mid 
die-bit,”” but the latter are assured 
of more continuity of work: there's 
|}a greater demand for their serv- 
|} ices. Paradoxically, the extra, who 
| draws the lowest figure, has not 
found telepix any particular wind- 
| fall, inasmuch as most vidpix pro 
ducers shy away from use of any 
great number oi extras for fear ii 
will hypo production costs without 
necessarily adding anything to the 
telepic. Consequently the average 
jtelepix has only about three ex- 
| tras, so that this class of thesp 
finds rather lean pickings in the 
telefilm field. 

While the entire pattern now 
evolving is of necessity in a transi- 
tory stage and could conceivably 
change, most of those in the tele- 
pix field fee] that Screen Actors 
Guild members are going to pros- 
per more than ever in the long 
run as a result of teevee. but that 
the prosperity will be of an even 
quality, with more and more mem- 
bers of SAG benefitting. rather 
than a comparatively tew top 
names drawing the top bracket 
coin. 
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ings, 
i snige was somewhat of a let- 
down to viewers. Possibly his pre- 
convention campaigning may + 
tired him, but it was plainly i en 
that the “rackets buster didn’t ve 
his best TV foot forward. Juggling 
his spectacles, he asserted: We 
have furnished vigorous 
site Democratic administration.” 
. Robert S. Kerr, Oklahoma's 
favorite son, made a good 
showing in parrying verbal thrusts 
with the press panel. However, he 
seemed to lack a “down-to-earth 
quality and his general demeanor 
was that of a politician attempting 
to disguise his true character, To 
Chicago Sun-Times man Tom Rey- 
nolds’ question: “What is your 
appeal to the voter? he failed te 
give a direct answer and moved 
into a different topic. 
Xvereht » Harriman, who reports 
have it is the “fair-haired boy of 
the White House,” was embaras- 
singly colorless. ‘ 
was suffering from pre-convention 
campaign fatigue could not be de- 
termined. But his general air was 
unimpressive his 


pen 


as were state- 


ments such as the following bro- | 


mide: “If you do what’s right it’s 
good politics.” 

Miss Rountree was her usual self 
as moderator. Aside from Spivak 
and Reynolds, press guests also 
included Frank McNaughton of 
Time mag and Richard Wilson of 
the Cowles publications. Their 
questions were practical, to the 
point and helped disclose the stand 
of the individual candidates with 
a minimum of palaver. 

Prior to the program kickoff, the 
cameras supplied a family touch 
with closeups of the wives of the 
respective candidates. To the spon- 
sors credit the plugs were in- 
frequent. But midway in the 
stanza after a lengthy puff for 
“dent-resistant” Revere mixing 
bowls, NBC shoved in two chain- 
break spot announcements. That 
was overdoing it. Gilb. 


Goodyear Television Playhouse, 
in a “best of the year” reprise, 
came up with a mildly interesting 
courtroom drama Sunday (20) in 
“The Trial of Steven Kent.” 
Adapted by Nelson Olmsted from 
an original by Josephine Bentham, 
the yarn was woven around a jury 
foreman who nursed a_ grudge 
against an accused murderer. 

Rather than spin the tale in a 
conventional approach, the script 
resorted to numerous flashbacks. 
This technique is an effective one 
when used with discretion, but it 
was overdone in this instance. 
Result was an uneven continuity 
that proved disturbing. 

Cast did fairly well under the 





circumstances. rdon Mills, as 
the man on trial, impressed with 
his forthright manner. Harry 


ownes was amply sinister as the 
foreman who muffed his chance 
to send the accused to the chair by 
LL 





For Sale 


A 
Terrific 
Colonial 
Home ! 


Located in Greenwich and Rye, 55 
minutes from New York, this stete- 
ly residence has the cherm of the 
eld te many admire, yet is abse- 
lutely modern and spotioss in every 
detell, Eleven reoms, 4 beths, 2 
extra lavetories, Wide pienk fleers, 
beamed ceilings, eutdeer dining, 

+ @nermous master bedroom 
tute, swimming peel er leke site 
seer residence. Spacious entrance 
hall converts te smell movie the- 
tre. People from ell ever the 
werld have admired and have been 
erteined in this home, yet it is 
+ erranged thet you can have com- 
plete seclusion for yourself and 
Your family, er give big parties 
with ease. Cen be run with one 
a and part-time gerdener. 

wher reluctantly moving for busi- 
nets reesons. Replacement cost 
*stimated $250,000. Asking $95.- 
end will consider selling fur- 


nished, 
BOX V-23052 
Variety, 154 W. 46th Sr. 
New York 346, N. Y. 








Tele Followup Comment 


a Continued from page 30 
his appearance upon this | admitting his prejudice to fellow. 


leader- | 
and will run on the record | 


video | 


Whether he, too, | 








jurors, 
| Frank Albertson was good as the 
prosecutor despite a few bobbles 


while Paul Langton competently | 


|portrayed the defense counsel. 


| Frances Waller was believable as | 


| “the other woman.” Olmsted’ adap- 


jtation built an element of sus- 
pense in its opening phases, but 
the average viewer no doubt 
gained an early impression that 
the biased foreman would be un- 


able to swing the jury for a guilty 
verdict despite momentary success 
Gilb 














aaa Continued from page 31 = 
TV production, with all radio-TV 
technical services and Program 
Services Department under his su- 
| pervision. Herbert, Barry and Wile 
will report to White, the v.p., and 
general manager of the radio-TV 
networks. 


Of significance in the new oper- 


the press dept. from the public re- 
lations setup, with v.p. Syd Eiges 
now reporting to White, instead of 
public relations veepee William H. 
Brooks, and giving the radio-TV 
press dept. a greater sense of au- 
tonomy. 

Benefiting in the administrative 


manager of the TV Sales Depart- 
ment, who moves into the newly- 
created post of director of Promo- 
tion, Planning and Development; 
and Charles J. Cresswell, who be- 
comes controller for the radio-TV 
networks. 

With Denny moving into the 
o&o area, he also takes public re- 


ing activities (O. B. Hanson) under 
his wing. As top boss in the o&o 
setup, reporting to Denny, will be 


title of vice-president in charge of 
o&o stations. 

Madden, who was veepee in 
charge of TV sales and operations, 
carries the new title of vice presi- 
dent and assistant to the president. 

Madden tossed a farewell cock- 
tailery Monday (21) for the NBC- 
TV sales group which he has su- 
pervised 
operations veepee, including staf- 
fers in production, operations 
sales, research, etc. Because of his 
long experience in supervising all 
such phases of the NBC operation, 
it’s expected that, in his new post 
as exec assistant to McConnell, the 
NBC prez will rely on him heavily 
to lift some of the burden from 
his own shoulders. 

It’s known that some drastic 
changes are slated for the radio-TV 


now in TV, tapped for the AM job. 











| anxious to book for their respec- 


| tive shows stood pat with his “re- | 


|luctant dragon” role and turned 
down all TV bids. 

The eagerness of the Democratic 
|aspirants to showcase their wares 
|on the video forums was in sharp 
contrast with their GOP counter- 
parts—Sen. Robert Taft and Gen. 
Dwight Eisenhower—who, despite 
numerous invites were unable to 


after the big show was over. Hosts 
of the various panels figure it’s 
either “feast or famine,” 







RWG’s Victory 


Continued from page 26 
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, continuity writers are to receive 
l'as commercial fees 60% of the 
{freelance minimum basic agree- 
| ment of Nov. 16, 1951, which is 
|retroactive to that date. A differ- 
‘ential of 10% was also established 
‘in newsrooms for hours worked 
'from 12 midnight to 7 am. For 
ithe first time, writers are hence- 
forth also to get three weeks’ paid 
vacation after the first year. Scrip- 
ters at ABC and CBS get four 
weeks after the first five years, 
while NBC, because it operates 
‘under an overall RCA policy, has 


fere- "=F 


reshuffle is Ruddick C. Lawrence, | 


lations (Brooks) and staff engineer- | 


James Gaines, who also carries the | 


in his job as sales and} 


news divisions, with Frank McCall, | 


Continued from page 29 samme 


| 
| 
|and the man Murrow, Larry Spi- | 
| vak, Ted Granik, et al., were most | 


make a joint TV appearance until | 


with | 


either too many or too few top. 
names available, depending upon 
the circumstances of the particular 
convention maneuvering. 


| agreed to four weeks after the first | 
it 10 years. 


Other Rights 


Clause reserving for continuity | 
| writers all rights to their own work | 
done on their own time is believed | 
to be the first incorporated in any | 
contract with entertainment writ-| 
ing guilds. Pact provides that the | 
writer can sell such material under | 
| the minimum basic freelance agree- | 
ment to his employer but that he 
cannot sell it to any other network 
so long as he remains in the employ 
of the original net. 

Guild and three networks broke 
off negotiations July 1. They finally 
went back into huddles July 15, 
and worked past midnight through 
last Thursday (17). Guild then 
took what was represented as the 
nets’ final offer to a membership 
meeting Friday afternoon (18) but 
the offer was nixed. Then, a further 
offer via telephone from the nets 


solved the dilemma. Through a 
misunderstanding, ABC held out, 
but it came to terms with-~ the 


Guild; accepting the same provisos, 
by 4 p.m. Monday (21). 


| No TV Blackout 


Continued from page 27 ——" 








ational pattern is the divorcing of | 


held up until we know what 
talent costs will be.” 
out that the Garden has two man- 
agers’ guilds to deal with and 
doesn’t know what their demands 
will be. 

“We can’t deal with the TV peo- 
'ple and the advertisers until 
reach an agreement with the fight 
managers,” Irish explained. “But 
|our plans right now call for im- 
| portant indoor fights to be tele- 
| vised over the networks again.” 

Regarding the manner in which 
;the public eventually will be 
brought in te pay for TV fights 
on their home sets, Irish stated 
it’s his personal belief that the tel- 
meter device, rather than the tele- 
phone tieup, will be the answer. 

“With the telemeter device, the 
| setowner will deposit the quarter 
or 50c piece and the picture will 
| be unscrambled for him,” said 
| Irish. “The objection to the phone 
plan, in which you'd have the tele- 
phone company unscramble the 
picture and be charged for it, is 
that the public would get its bill 
at the end of the month. The size 
of the bill through accumulation 
| might scare many people into not 
using the device again. 

“Pay as you go is the most work- 
able plan, I think. The telemeter 


our 


of everyone calling the telephone 


overtaxing of wire facilities. 
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|more attention. 


He pointed | 


we | 





that if the sun was shining when { 
we staged this stunt, so much the} 
better, for it would attract much | 
We hope to have | 
our man off the County Farm by | 
Labor Day. 

“The telephone call stunt was 


pretty good up until the third call. 
Frankly, Mr. Pader, the Twin 
Cities is just not a ‘show town,’ and 


we are forced to agree with Mr. 
Hooper that only 4.8% of those 
who own television sets are ‘ook- 
ing at ‘Today.’ For same reason 


unbeknown to us the other 95.2% 
of the people we called at 7 a. m 
seemed quite impatient. 

At least one drug store in the 
Twin Cities area is following 
through on your soda shop and 
restaurant tieup. We approached | 
Mr. Allen Berschied of the Ber-| 
schied Drug Store and asked him 
for an out-of-the-ordinary concoc- 


tion to be labeled ‘Today.’ Ber- 
schied’s Special consists of one 


scoop tuttifrutti in a pool of frozen 
custard, decorated with Mara- 
schino cherries, chopped pistachios 
reasted almonds and _ garnished 
with an old truss. We borrowed 
verbatim a piece of your copy from 
page five and have all of Her- 
schied’s soda jerkettes wearing a 
little badge—‘Pick-Me-Up for To- 
day.’ 

“We have an announcer on our 
staff who resembles Garroway (‘see 
attached photo) who we had walk- 
ing around town at certain times. 
As yet no one has come up to him 
and said, ‘You are telling Minne- 
apolis about the wonderful NBC 
show Today, starring Dave Garro- 
way.’ Mostly they just say ‘Hi. 
Charlie.’ This Charlie is pretty 
popular around town, especially on 
the University campus. 

Rise and Shine 

“Re ‘Early Risers’ publicity story: 
We have memoed our entire staff 
to the effect that those who upon 
coming home of an evening run 
into someone who is on the job at 
5 a. m. report such nonsense to our 
executive vice-president who will 
use both our radio and television 
facilities to publicize such a person. 
This also goes for any television 


Mpls’ Joe Cook 


Continued from page 26 


| NBC's Assets 





The station 
staff circulated them around town, 
|asking people on the streets te 


been seen on ‘Today.’ 


mark those names they felt sure 
were most important in terms of 
‘Today's’ news. Results of this bal: 
loting did provide grist for ow 
local news shows and newspapers 
Incidentally, who is Flemer Bleam- 
ish? 

“The airline terminal stunt would 
have worked except that the 
weather has.been so humid in the 
Twin Cities lately. As a matter of 
fact, a KSTP pigeon stopped flap- 
ping his wings, lost altitude and 
drowned before he hit the ground. 
Weather conditions have not helped 
this stunt at all, and when some 
joker from our competitor, WTCN- 
TV, came along and put that slo- 
gan on top of the TV set well! 
‘For eternal rest, fly Northwest.’ 

“Seriously, all of your exploita- 
tion ideas have merit, and we_-at 
KSTP think that NBC’s Exploita- 
tion Division will fill a real need.” 

Cook avers he wouldn't have 
believed such “suggestions” possi- 
ble unless he actually had seen 
them in print in the manual. 




















Continued from page 27 jaan 


‘in oil leases, $612,000 in securities, 
| $659,000 in Government bonds, and 





|store manager who wants to open 


device also overcomes the problem followed, and here we had surpris- 


jin the news whose pictures had 


up his premises before the decent | series 
| hour of 9 a. m, 


“Your suggestion on page 12 was 





ing results. 


$500,000 is in cash. 
Hope's income is listed as 
excess of $100,000" per year. 
In a recital of Hope's public 
service record, the application de- 
scribes his activities as so exten- 
sive that “they cannot be fully de- 


“in 


tailed in one exhibit.” Brief men- 
tion is made of his “second 10 
years” of entertaining troops 


throughout the world, of over 350 
appearances in various war thea- 
tres, and before philanthropic or- 
ganizations. 

Application reveals that Hope 
turned over entire proceeds of 
$166,000 from his book, “I Never 
Left Home,”.to the National War 
Fund. 





St. Louis—Execs of KMOX, St. 
Louis CBS outlet, have arranged a 
of gabbing engagements 


{through the St. Louis area to em- 
| phasize 


the importance of radio 
and its direct relationship to com- 
munity life: Mark Russell, pro- 


We had ballots made| gram director, teed off series by 
company at once and the probable | up containing the names of people 


addressing the Kiwanis Club of St. 











Louis at downtown hotel last week. 
ee 

















"Television showmanship 
is no longer confined to ac- 
tors." 


Abel, 


—VarieETY, July 16. 











J. Sather 
A. E. Merciea 
Robert Wilson 








NBC’‘s 

F. A. Wankel 
Alfred Jackson 
Max Jacobsen 





JACK PEGLER 


New York 36, N. Y. 


Praise for the great coverage and Tele- 
vision Zoomar shots of the Republican and 
Democratic National Conventions should 
go to the following network engineers and 
their helpers. 


TELEVISION ZOOMAR SALUTES 


Television Zoomar always gives the top 
performance for large or small studio pro- 

' duction. Same lens for baseball, football, 
horse races, etc. 


Used by all important television stations 
from Buenos Aires, Argentina, to CBC, 
Montreal, Canada, and trom New York to 
San Francisco. 


TELEVISION ZOOMAR CORPORATION 


500 Fifth Avenue — Room 2223 


ABC's 

Ed Horstman 

F. A. Timberlake 
William Trevarthen 
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Four Aces: “Should I’-“There’s, is a dull ballad which even the 
. | Ames boys can’t bring to life. Ray | 


Only Tonight” (Decca). “Should I” 
is a standout slice that should give 
the Four Aces a solid berth on the 
hit lists. Tune, a Nacio Herb 
Brown-Arthur Freed collaboration, 
was given a recent revival spurt In 
the Metro musical, “Singin’ In The 
Rain,” but this zestful rendition is 
the clincher that'll move it back 
into the top brackets. The Aces 
give it the kind of big and speedy 
rendition that’s going over in the 
wax market. Bottom deck offers 
another top example of the Aces’ 
technique. o & 


Billy May Orch: “Love Is Just 


Around the Corner”’-“Gin and 
Tonic” (Capitol). More of Billy 
May’s danceable orch styling is 


showcased in this coupling of the 
oldie, “Love Is Just Around The 
Corner” and a rey new in- 
strumental, “Gin an Tonic.” 
Former is given a lilting, unpre- 
tentious rendition that should 
make it a jukebox fave. AVillie 
Smith does an excellent job on the 
vocal. Flip follows a gay, melodic 
line that’s sparked by Smith’s top- 
flight sax licks. It rates spins. 
Ames Bros.:: “String Along”- 
“Absence Makes the Heart Grow 
Fonder” (Coral). “String Along” is 
a bouncy country-styled item with 
a mid-hit potential. It’s got a cat- 
chy beat and a cute lyric, a blend- 
ing that'll get it repeat spins. Ames 
Bros. capture the cornbelt quality 
with a spirited workover. “Fonder’ 


| Bloch supplies : 
| Sandy Solo: “I’m Through With 
| Love”="“La Rosita” (Abbey). Sandy 
| Solo, who’s making his shellac bow 
| via this indie label pressing, im- 
| presses as a potent entry in the 
| male vocalists disk sweeps. Solo 

eschews the big-voiced echo-cham- 
| ber techniques which have been 
| dominating current wax output for 
[a straight, easygoing styling. It’s 

the technique of the old school but 
| it’s due for a rebirth and with a 
| proper push from the platter spin- 
|mning fraternity, this may be the 
| disk to spearhead the revival. Solo 
| belts out “Love” in a warm, ro- 

mantic mood that doesn’t forsake 
| melody for pyrotechnics. Solo gets 


Jocks, Jukes and Disks} 


By MIKE GROSS 


a firstrate backing. | 


| the same effective results on “La} 


| Rosita.” It’s a tossup as to which 
side’ll break through. 

| Guy Lombardo Orch: “Wish You 
| Were Here”’-“Honky Tonk Sweet- 
| heart” (Decca). Title song of the 
‘new Broadway legituner, “Wish 
You Were Here,” is given top 
treatment by Guy Lombardo and 
|his crew. Tune is a standout ballad 
entry that's been getting strong 
|diskery coverage and the Lom- 
|bardo entry will help push it into 
ithe top bracket. Kenny Martin 
| helps with his lyric handling. Side 
should go well with the jukes. 
“Honky Tonk Sweetheart” has a 
nice lilt and an average lyric mak- 

(Continued on page 45) 
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Sonos With Largest Radio Audience 
The top 30 songs of week (more in case of ties), based on 
vopyrighted Audience Coverage Index & Audience Trend Index. 
Published by Office of Research, Inc., Dr. John Gray Peatman, 
Director. Alphabetically listed. 
Survey Week of July 11-17 
Am I In Love—t“Son of Paleface”........... . Famous 
Anytime Pots sat seek Cee Reee adds ob 4s 064410 Hill & R 
Aut WieGersetem Bweetheart. 2c cicc cc cccccccceess Hill & R 
ST Ys oc 4 5 cs tea eRe Aha bes Oca eeeen Mills 
Delicado ot PO wdibs Geese hudele 4obeune Remick 
Oe Se We GOD SEN 5 cick sercccsducccencsees Berlin 
Forgive Me + uaa ORE a haa aee cae ke Advanced 
From Time You Say Goodbye..............cece0. Pickwick 
Se Gee Be OO... 5. ss db SO céeasacseeseecse Life 
Here In My Heart pLidesda eae ataahe aa end Mellin 
Me ee ee gs eh oo Life 
If Someone Had Told Me.......cccccccccccccecs Witmark 
Se es Pa a fe aoe als oe pad eee he Bourne 
Wt ML, . os, care ee Kad es Caen ae eree i eeencieesette Algonquin 
EES MO a a cain 6 osha ok eh wi Oe a a a Burvan 
A 2 | ep en een Ne ae eee Duchess 
ee ey EE nn Pee ee ae Famous 
|” Sa ee eee aa Serle eees pee Mt bea tbeus BVC 
| SS ee eee Pere eee eee mn Robbins 
a Ee re tert wert) ree Leeds 
Se ROG OE SA accede Cis Sea Shapiro-B 
eee WGRG, BAO WAS... cccabesecsaccBereccra. United 
South cede ds Rink Sete A Lae eee Peer 
mOORees WHO © MOM. . ow ccs Basak uc dcbenc tone Life 
znere’s Downe Ih My Mind... ...6.00 e885 68%. bee bees Broadcast 
aD TO NN cin cccacaccacsccce Remick 
Walkin’ My Baby Back Home........ . DeSylva-B-H 
Watermelon Weather . BE AG et a ae .. Morris 
Wish You Were Here—*“Wish You Were Here”... Chappell 
Zing a Little Zong—i“Just For You” ; Burvan 
Second Group 
A Gir! A Fella and A Beach Umbrella............. Valando 
A Guy Is a Guy Poets ene che lees ot re Ludlow 
Be Anything (But Be Mine)...................... Shapiro-B 
Botch-A-Me...... ANE ete od ahd: ka oie 0 We 00.6% 4.0 Cromwell 
AR re ee Lio a Med Alamo 
_ Se aa oe eee rere F Johnstone-M 
EE DMCA. on Oo a a iat Feist 
In Good Old Summer Time...................... Marks 
osc ca.c ba Seen k ake ik choca Hill & R 
| aaa eee eo ee ee eee Miller 
| te | ne aD oo yeu Miller 
ORACLE, Sota Me be NE Cee A ule Marks 
Rosanne PoC bh 43a Faw be RU WRSETERS Skdew ace d ABC 
Rutza Rutza .... Mii dk thine +a de Gaatnaeee eae Sheldon 
Se MED MING. BSS 5k. ckb sdk cc vec cccgccdtic Beacon 
Bg tin oo Sch wine «hd, ¥8eGe a bx, ahi Am Academy 
EE Ee a Santly-J 
ihn WSs ec BE ek ke dae chads ceachas Morris 
ee ee ee. ickwsceseccaene Goday 
Where Did the Night Go ............ .... Chappell 
You'll Never Walk Alone “s Williamson 
Top 10 Songs On TV 
Bigger the Figure ; Jeacdaencase Mouth 
Gonna Get Along Without You Now ............. Kellem 
I Hear the Bluebells Ring....................... Leeds 
PP Sen lees ie isa a4. oS Cac oo i ho OekhecahaXene's Algonquin 
In the Good Old Summer Time.................. Marks 
NE Tr a Harms 
Lover Deis h ate Vir ao OMEN eile boo 6G ee Famous 
Somewhere Along the Way .................... . United 
Walkin’ My Baby Back Home..................... DeSylva-B-H 
Would You......... ot -. see... Robbins 
FIVE TOP STANDARDS 
Dearie . rulers ics ane de auman gn 4-34 ara. Ox yea ee Laurel 
Fe 3 8 kl ere ere Morris 
On the Sunny Side Of the Sireet................ Shapiro-B 
EDS fiw da ss Vd fies. 8 oadd peeked sestl co Remick 
ee mee. WAND, . ... . ..  dwcae cnececte oc Mills 
t Filmusical. * Legit musical. 
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VARIETY Scoreboard | 


OF 


__TOP TALENT AND TUNES — 


Compiled from Statistical Reports of Distribution 





Encompassing the Three Major Outlets 


Coin Machines Retail Disks Retail Sheet Music 


as Published in the Current Issue 


for 


= WEEK ENDING JULY 19 


NOTE: The current comparative sales strength of the Artists and Tunes listed hereunder ig 
arrived at under a statistical system comprising each of the three major sales outlets enn. 
merated above. These findings are correlated with data from wider sources, which are exclusive 
with Variety. The positions resulting from these findings denote the OVERALL IMPACT de. 
veloped from the ratio of points scored: two ways in the case of talent (disks, coin machines), 
and three ways in the case of tunes (disks, coin machines, sheet music). 


TALENT 























POSITIONS 

This Last 
week. week. ARTIST AND LABEL TUNE 

1 1 ROSEMARY CLOONEY (Columbia) ........... ce ol 

: .. 4” SUBSE ede): :: 2. alii sass, oe," 

3 3 PERCY FAITH (Columbia)..................- Delicado 

4 2 es Cees (Es ok cc dpc sonugewnse cups Here in My Heart 

5 6 JOHNNIE RAY (Columbia).................. Walking My Baby Home 
6 10 EDDIE FISHER (Victor)..................008- ‘Wish You Rie tee 

7 5 PERRY COMO-EDDIE FISHER (Victor)...... Maybe 

8 GEORGIA GIBBS (Mercury)........ Kiss of Fire 

9 AE TONY MARTIN (Victor)............ Kiss of Fire 

10 9 LEROY ANDERSON (Decca) Blue Tango 

TUNES 

POSITIONS 

This Last 

week. week. TUNE PUBLISHER 

l 1 AUF WIEDERSEHN SWEETHEART Hill-R 
2 5 I 5 62 or a ed Salad bawnesé Malena Duchess 
3 4 ee, cas sy Sg ce merch es WO bd sp N SET Cae a vieit's Acuff-R 
4 2 er NP Pee ee wb paws 66 6erad ae 8; Mellin 
5 7 WALKIN’ MY BABY BACK HOME .. DeSylva-B-H 
6 3 EE Ra peters! V5 A Rien ee pep Se ee Remick 
7 6 rM YOURS ws... Algonquin 
8 8 I gg Ge ae i antes a a:® Mills 
9 9 5h es 4h heel alaeiaie gl Mlle Als eho Sie oka 19 EECES c: Hollis 
10 10 MAYBE Robbins 
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varteTy - \() Best Sellers on Coin-Machines Week of uy 1 


Steer resersges 


TEER OS OCH CO CARD .... 5. dice nddesksde vdehlisé. Rosemary Clooney ....Columbia 
; . 0 RO ee errer London 
2, AUF WIEDERSEHN (5) (HUM-R).... oo cc ccccccccccccvcccces { Eddie Howard ........ Mercury 
| Guy Lombardo ........ Decca 
3. HERE IN MY HEART (9) (Mellin) seusccessccadecss | SU sMerting ......+0.- PE arwy 
' Tony Bennett ........ Columbia 
4. WALKIN’ MY BABY BACK HOME (9) (DeSylva-B-H)....... Johnnie Ray ........ Columbia 
> en OR PR 8 pons eed bike s TER cle es sites Rosemary Clooncy ....Columbia 
6. KISS OF : 9 ” CP. Méartin 4 6 isss wads. Victor 
i re ee ren ee 1G. Gibbs Mercury 
SORBDADG 66) COPRIIODA o.oo. 6c ch c o0sscanadcuccossdssc. bE. POUR... sor nnnes fi sake 
Em, Beem La. ekg ee ..-Capiiol 
I tA ae ree ret aah LP ea Peggy Lee-G. Jenkins ....Decca 
erro 1P. Como-E. Fisher ..... Victor 
eCeeeeeeserceces | Ink Spots ae! 2 4 Decca 
10. I'M YOURS (11) (Algonquin) ................... {Don Cornell .......++--- Corel 
5 be eile { Eddie Fisher I 6 

Second Croup 
BLUE TANGO (18) (Mills) weroy Anderson Decca 
TULELCtr cere ): Hugo Winterhalter Victor 
HIGH NOON (Feist) Be ae ee ee ee Re Bee Frankie Laine Columbia 
TILL THE END OF THE WORLD (Southern) .................. Bing Crosby-G. Martin | Decca 
WHISTLE MY LOVE (Disney) ooo... ook ees cedecccucscse Beaver Valley Sweethearts Vc. 
, y r D ' i Cora! 
I'LL WALK ALONE (10) (Mayfair). ..... 0... 0. .eecccecceeee ee. | Richard Hayes Morcur 
: F ) Patti Andrews Decca 
VANESSA (Morris) bvldins-s SE aR RS eS Oot w eee en Huao Winterlalter Victor 
WALKIN’ TO MISSOURI (Hawthorne) ......................... Sammy Kaye Columbra 
Pe OY sb... iy snee es bechs sheeecedsteces Frankie Laine-D. Day .Colwdia 
ROCK OF GIBRALTAR (Montclare) ........................... Frankie Laine Columbia 
Sree Ge MED eh fii be ks Eddie Fisher . . Victor 
NIGHT AND DAY (Harms) ype rar Papeete Re ee Grady Martin ....02¢-:: Decca 
iF YOU WOULD ONLY BE MINE (Wakely). ................... Jimmy Wakely ....-+- Capito 
BIRDS AND BEES (Duchess)  ................. Three Suns .....e0+-: Victo 
WHEEL OF FORTUNE (17) (Laurel) sss! Kay Starr Capt’o" 
A GUY IS A GUY (9) (Ludlow) Doris Dan Columbia 


{Figures in parentheses indicate number 0} weeks song has been mm the Top 10) 
SHH O TH SOSEP ST TESOSE+ OS E+E SoC E Fee CHEESE N ECCS Cert eeeeroecterseeeseorerrr? 
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PETRILLO’S ‘NO FOREIGN’ UKASE 





Diskeries Look to New Fair Trade’ 
Act to Cement Price Structure SHOWDOWN QE} Payoff Plan as Opposition Blows Up 


The answer to whether the major + 


companies want to reestablish a 
frm price structure in the disk in- 
dustry is expected to be forthcom- 
ing in the next couple of months 
as a result of new Federal “fair | 
trading” legislation. Law, which 
went into effect last week, permits 
manufacturers to fix list prices for 
licensed retailers and prevents by- 
passing of the price agreements by 
transshipping of merchandise from 
one state to another. 

Previous attempts of major disk 
companies to halt the discount 
practice among retailers have been 
stvmied by the courts. In New 
York it was ruled that the “fair 
trade” Feld-Crawford act could not 
be invoked due to legal techni- 
calities. 

More importantly, the Federal | 
law may now make it possible to | 
halt the operation of cut-rate mail 
order houses who operate across 
state boundaries. These operations 
have mushroomed in the last cou- 
ple of years and efforts to wipe 
them out have failed due to con- 
flicting laws in various states. 

Although the disk industry, 
through the Record Industry Assn. 
of America, supported the Federal 
“fair trade” Jaw, retailers are 
watching to see whether any im- 
mediate move will be made against 
the discounters. A widespread be- 





lief among neighborhood retailers, 
who want to establish a firm list 
price, is that some discount stores, | 
such as Sam Goody’s, have grown | 
so powerful that the majors are | 
afraid to stop them. | 

It’s believed that the longstand- 
ing price war in the disk retail 
field has resulted in the turnover | 
of more merchandise than the disk- 
ers could have sold with firm list 
rices. The whole retail picture, | 
owever, has been steadily deteri- ; 
crating under the impact of the| 
discount war. Several large price- 
cutters have taken over the major 
share of the business, with nabe 
retailers being forced into a tight 
corner since they can barely meet 
overhead expenses if they attempt 
to sell at competitive prices. 


Victor Will Push Toscy’s 
1006 Beethoven 9th Set 
Via ‘Underselling’ Bally 


When RCA Victor markets Ar- 
turo Toscanini’s doubie LP ‘box 
set) recording Beethoven's Ninth 
Symphony, it will merchandise it 
by underselling, quoting the maes- 
tro’s exact phrase, “This time I am 
almost satisfied.” This time refers 


to his fifth try at disking a Tosca- 
nini interpretation of the sym- 
phony. Four previous attempts were 
scrapped, despite the $20,000 re- 
cording date cost each time. In 
actuality, the fifth time out,spells 
a $100,000 artistic production in- 
vestment in a symphonic recording. 
easily an alltime world’s high for 
Virtuosity exactitude. 

George Marek, a.&r. chiefain, is 
fiving the Toscy platters the full 
treatment, including a_ special 
Louis Untermeyer English version 
of the Friedrich Schiller poem, 
“Ode to Joy,” which is embodied 
in the Beethoven symph. There 
will be an unique series of candid 
Camera shots of the maestro in 
action, The symph, in actuality, 
runs three sides of the four-sided 
12-inch LP platters, and the last 
Side is devoted to Toscanini’s ver-| 
sion of Beethoven's First Sym-) 
Phony, i 
Marek’s campaign to merchan-| 
se the Red Seal platters (now on 
' 1S to do the best classics the | 
*st way possible, rather than cut 
new repertory or dig up some of. 
the oldies which have been forgot- | 


o and, invariably, are deservedly 
rgotten. 








di 


— be great; nobody bats 
00°C. Marek likens it to Shake- 

Spear’s 

neve r 


ag or “Macbeth” remain perenial- 
Y Popular, 


performed, whereas ‘“Ham-| 





Edict a Puzzler 

Disk company execs are still 
puzzled by the meaning of 
James C. Petrillo’s latest ban 
on foreign recordings. They 
are awaiting clarification from 
their lawyers on whether the 
ukase covers all foreign etch- 
ings or whether it applies only - 
to foreign-made disks on which 
some U. S. musicians are fea- 
tured. 

Involved in these answers is 
the whole future of U. S. com- 
pany tieups with foreign la- 
bels, such as RCA Victor with 
His Master’s Voice in Britain 
and Columbia Records with 
the Phillips Co. of Holland. 


Woody Herman 
Forms Own Label 
For Band Disks 


Orch leader Woody Herman en- 
tered the recording biz last week 
with the formation of a new indie 
label, Mars Records. Herman, 
whose pact with M-G-M Records 
expired last month, turned down 
bids from several major diskeries 
to form his own company. At pres- 
ent Mars will issue nothing but 
Herman orch waxings. 

Herman's decision to organize 
the Mars label stems from the re- 
sentment among some name lead- 
ers of the treatment they've been 
getting from the majors. The orch 
leaders say they have been treated 
like step-children in the diskery 
stable and generally have to put 
their own coin behind the promo- 
tion of a disk. Herman figured 
that he could get more action on 
his etchings if they were released 
by his own firm. 

Herman’s already cut eight sides 
and he’s planning to release one 
disk a month. The preem platter, 
“Jump In The Line” backed by 
“Stompin’ At The Savoy,” was re- 
leased late last week and has 
racked up 11,000 sales in four days 
on the market. Key distributors 
around the country have been lined 
up to peddle the Mars platters. 

Herman has also tied up with 
pubbery, topper Howie Richmond, 
to handle the promotion and ex- 
ploitation of the releases. Richmond 
will also be repped on the disks as 
a publisher since he has lined up 








one of his tunes for each of the) 


four skedded Mars platters. 


LOU LEVY’S 2-WEEK 
SHUTDOWN POLICY 


Initiating a new summer opera- 
tion policy, Lou Levy has closed 
down his music publishing offices 
for two weeks for vacations for his 
complete staff. Move is patterned 
after the practice of some major 
diskeries which shutter their plants 
for several weeks during the sum- 
mer period. 

Levy's move affects his Leeds, 
Duchess and Pickwick firms, 








Alpert-Cleary-Siegler 


Tune Disked by Decca| 


Fifteen years ago Mickey Alpert, 
Mike Cleary and Maurice Siegler 
wrote a song called “Deep in the 
Blue,” which Keit-Engel published. 

It just got its first recording, by 
Decca, with Tommy Dorsey's orch. 


Dorsey heard it recently and picked , have recorded “Macbeth” on disk | notti evening, with Thomas Schip- | 
it up ‘for republishing by the Dor- 


sey Bros. Music Co., and Decca 
brought out the tune during the 


Even the greats can’t| past week. 





“Deni and Angel Fonfrias, manager of 
Pericles,” which is almost| peer International's Puerto Rican | 
office, in New York last week to 


huddle with firm’s brass. 


jplaned back over the weekend. 


“AFMS, OISKE 


me 











James C. Petrillo, American Fed- 
'erations of Musicians prexy, issued 
|a sweeping ban against the use of 


foreign musicians by U. S. diskers | 


;in a communique mailed to all 
|companies and bookers over last 
weekend. Petrillo’s move is an ex- 


jtension of his ban on AFM musi- 
jcians, particularly conductors, 
| working abroad and is expected to 
result in a showdown fight between 
the union: and the wax works. 

| Petrillo’s letter said: “It has 
been called to our attention that 
several signatory companies are 
employing the services of musi- 
;cians who do not belong to the 
| AFM in recording activities which 
| take place abroad. In some instan- 
| ces, members of the AFM are used 
jin conjunction with these non- 
;members to make the recordings 
referred to. This letter is sent to 
| vou to call your attention to the 
| stipulation in our agreement that 
funder the circumstances outlined 
| above, you are to record only mem- 
bers of the AFM.” 


| 


| Petrillo said that his move aimed 
‘only at “stopping the cut-rate prac- 
|tices of recording companies and 
recording instrumentalists who go 
| outside the U. S. to enjoy cheaper 
leosts and higher profits and then 
\flood the American market with a 
|product that competes unfairly 


(Continued on page 47) 


NAMM Convention 
To Spark Selling 
Drive by Diskeries 


| The National Assn. 
Merchants 51st annual convention, 
opening in New York Monday (28) 
at the Hotel New Yorker, will be 
‘the focal point for an intensive 
selling drive by all the major disk 
companies and some standard pub- 
lishers. Some 1,500 music retail- 
ers are expected to attend the con- 
clave. 

Although the piano and other 
musical instrument dealers domi- 
nate the formal sessions of the 
NAMM conventions, the disk com- 
panies will be prominently repre- 
sented in the exhibit displays at 
the hotel. A big push will be made 
on the three-speed phonograph 
machines now being distributed by 
such major companies as RCA Vic- 
tor, Columbia and Decca. 


Keynote of the conclave is ex- 
pected to be better merchandising 
on all levels of the music indus- 
try which has been slipping for the 
past couple of years. Convention 
\speakers are expected to stress 
new ways of bringing customers 
into the stores, training of per- 
sonnel and inventory management 
as part of an overall merchandis- 
ing approach. 

Despite the fact that the last 
couple of NAMM conventions were 
not productive of any sizable or- 
ders, the diskers are hoping to use 
the conclave as a springboard out 
| of the summer slump. Most of the 
|}major companies have come up 
| with special deals and these will 
‘be ballyhooed among the NAMM 
| retailers. 











Old Vic Players Etch 





The Old Vic Players, of London, 


for RCA Victor, with Alec Guin- 
{ness and Pamela Brown in the lead 
'roles. It is for 1953 release. 


Victor has been ultra careful in 
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‘Macbeth’ for RCA Victor > 
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Only 1 Dissent to ASCAP Writer 


i 
| 
} 





| Berlin OK’s 5G Nick 


Irving Berlin, who has been 
getting about $18,000 quarter- 
ly from ASCAP for the past 
year as a unique cleffer with 
| 600,000 performances annual- 
| ly, is expected to drop around 
| $5,000 annually under opera- 
| tion of the new 30-30-20-20 
distribution system. Reduction 
; will be caused by the fall in 
| value of the individual per- 
| formance point created by the 
| acceleration in the promotion 
| rate of all ASCAP writers. 
The plan, however, was out- 
| lined to Berlin several weeks 

ago and he okayed it as “a con- 
tribution to the general wel- 
| fare of ASCAP.” 


RCA Inks Lanza 
To No-Guarantee 
5-Year Contract 


Holiywood, July 22. 
Mario Lanza will stay in the RCA 
| Victor talent stable under a new 


| no-guarantee pact negotiated in 
| Hollywood today (Tues.) by RCA 


| veep Manie Sacks and Music Corp. 
of America vice-prexy Lew Wasser- 


|man. Turning down Lanza’s origi- 
| nal demands for a huge guarantee, 
| RCA will continue the tenor’s 10% 
| royalties on uncopyrighted tunes 
|}and 6% royalties on copyrighted 
| songs. 
| Pact will run for five years and 
| guarantees Lanza a minimum of 16 
| sides per year. All disks will be 
issued on Victor’s $1.25 Red Seal 
|label. Lanza, incidentally, ac- 
counted for 26% of Victor’s Red 
Seal sales in 1951 with such hits 
as “Be My Love” and “Loveliest 
Night Of The Year,” plus big 
album sales on “The Great Caruso.” 
Sacks, meantime, is due to arrive 
back in New York either Friday 
(25) or Monday (28). 


KASSNER ABROAD TO 
PUSH ‘BLONDES’ SCORE 


Ed Kassner, partner with Jack 
| Robbins in J. J. Robbins & Sons, 
has left for London to set up a 
European drive on the score of 
“Gentlemen Prefer Blondes.” The 
| legit musical, whose score is pub- 
jlished by the Robbins-Kassner 
| firm, will open in London Sept. 15. 
| Robbins will go to London for the 
| preem. 


Kassner is lining up four British 
| subsids to work on the show score 
j and: will visit Germany, Sweden, 
,Italy and France on a six-week 
| Continental junket. 


j 
R & H, Menotti Nights To 
ind Stadium Season 
' Ftnal stanza of the Lewisohn 
|Stadium Concerts in N.Y. next 
week (28-2), will feature the first 
|Gian-Carlo Menotti Night, Thurs- 
;day (31), with the fifth annual 
_Rodgers-Hammerstein Night wind- 
ing the season Saturday (2). 
| Marguerite Piazza, Claramae 
| Turner, Robert Weede and Thomas 
| Hayward will be soloists for the 
| R&H night, with Salvatore Dell’Is- 
conducting. Eileen Farrell, 
Wesley Dalton and Rosemary Kuhl- 
mann will be soloists for the Me- 


i 
| 




















| pers batoning. 





Santly to Simon Music 
| Harry Santly took over the post 


+ The threatened bitter-end fight 


against the new writer distribution 
plan of the American Society of 
| Composers, Authors & Publishers 
| dissolved at the New York mem- 
| bership meeting last week when 


payoff system was placed on the 
agenda for discussion. At the 
windup of the meeting, the opposi- 
tion group dwindled down to one 
dissenting vote although about a 
half-dozen other writers previously 
voiced some objections. One factor 
in the weak showing of the opposi- 
tion group was the absence of their 
ablest spokesman, Redd Evans, who 
| left for Europe a few days before 
the conclave on a long-scheduled 
| trip. 

| The bulk of the rank-and-file, 
| however, indicated full support to 
ithe new system which has been 
| devised to prevent any drastic in- 
;come drops from year to year via 
| the incorporation of an availability 
}factor in the distribution machin- 
;ery. It is estimated that well over 
|50% of all ASCAP writers will 
| Stand to gain from the new plan 
| with those in the lower classifica- 
| tions getting the best break. 

| Both Stanley Adams and Mack 
| David, chief authors of the 30-30- 
| 20-20 plan, were accoladed by the 
ASCAP ranks for coming up with 
an equitable and workable system 
which goes into effect in October. 
It was pointed out that the bene- 
fits would be spread among the 
ranks from the expanding revenue 
of ASCAP. 

Both H. J. Lengsfelder and Pinky 
Herman, who had been fighting< 
against the ASCAP classifications 
committee headed by Adams, for 
|the past two years, strongly favor- 
ed the new plan. Some recommen- 
dations by Lengsfelder and Her- 
man were embodied in the new 
system which represented a cross- 
section of ASCAP thinking on the 
payoff problem. 

Some of the doubting writers, 
who were holding out for a 100% 
performance basis, were sold on 
the new plan after it was explained 
that the promotion rate under the 
30-30-20-20 system would be vir- 
tually as fast. The small differen- 
tial in acceleration between the old 
and new plans was tagged as “an 
insurance premium” against any 
drastic falls in income. 

A proposal, sponsored by Pinky 
Herman, to count seniority years 
from the year a writer entered 
ASCAP is expected to be incorpo- 
rated into the plan. Under the old 
system, the non-participating mem- 
bership period, sometimes running 
to three or four years, was not 
counted in the seniority rating. 

A meeting for Coast ASCAP 
cleffers will be held in Hollywood 
|July 30. Adams, David L. Wolfe 
}and other ASCAP execs will be on 
|} hand te explain the new distribu- 
| tion system. 


Capital's ‘Open House’ 
Fete On 10th Anni to Be 
Held In Scranton Plant 


As part of its 10th anni cele- 
| bration this month, Capitol Rec- 
|ords is prepping a fete in Scran- 
|ton, Pa., home of its pressing plant, 
,; Aug. 1. Diskery will hold “open 
house” at the plant with a special 
}ceremony for its 106 10-year em- 
|ployes there. Cap brass will be 
;repped by Glenn Wallichs, prez; 
| Bill Fowler, v.p. in charge of sales; 
|Alan Livingston, artists and rep- 
jertoire chief; Lloyd Dunn, veepee 
in charge of merchandising; Hal 
Cook, v.p. in charge of eastern 
;promotion, and Porges Sandor, 
head of the international depart- 
| ment. 

Promotion campaign for the 
Scranton shindig will include full 
page ads in the Scranton dailies, 
| Times and Tribune, and a cuffo 
| platter to visitors at the plant of 











casting its dramatic selections and | of general professional manager at the company’s first hit in 1942, 


thus was able to pull a winner 
iwith the Laurence Oliviers (Vivien | 


hto date. 


; George Simon Music last week. 


‘of Bourne Music. 


Santly, who had been a contact- 
Leight), in their version of “Hamlet” | man with Simon several years ago. | 
He | which has sold 30,000 sets at $4.85 was recently on the plugging staff | tune.” 


Ella Mae Morse’s “Cow Cow 
| Boogie,” backed by its 1952 best 
seller, Kay Starr’s “Wheel of For- 
Several of Cap’s name 
artists will entertain at the plant. 


243 a Yale on ~ 























































‘ 
ABR ate Pre 










Tecan, cae eee 


ar ne 
ee ae 


aang. + Bei 2a po ewe 











~~ eGeee 





























































































































































































































































































































































































































a ee ae - Reiger neal Cran, Sue PT yell Crna Pea a 
g s ‘ — ; eater te See wee qt tees <a ie 
b+ ¢c 9. OO }O ST ASFK OGL pemsenda "°° + * > «<2 > "45 ; — 
: ¢ ©: | ; Rama Auela Tuya esa woszepuy hoa Eat 
be ws, at 6 Se nnsenrnsenesrensinnaighientijeatacnnenionss UOON U3IH** eIquin[oD *~ ED 
§ ¢ 6 Or qQuIN[o) aure’y 2 
4 — _ A RAL OG > SET Se ~ ey ayqueig I “>? 
5 L H4My Ur 2009 ‘may eo to —4——___9t¥ 
s \ ¢ or ke 0669.4 0% oe uleiqiayjB0S joyide5 ———_——— a s med * 1% ALP 
= - - 2911 NOX Gao] J,, WeauuyQ’***** jesiaatun > nv I vir 
i mes or . "9 PIOL PeH eu0emI0S JN WOW + SE 
io -; 6 ar W ueysnea yeres ¢£ = 
b “pe @J9RT 23044 MOX WHIM °°" °° IORIIA’* COC TT ees abP 
3 , eS x xe TOpITA J2uS14 2IpPA si . 
L “OF 9 a , yiveyH AW Ul ae ‘Aine Soe Vtr 
: . “+ we _, EL ene: easy Sod NSM ae Seen. 8: 2u0Z 213317 & Zurz°* °° °° oudey** aA t or 
: 2 PR Sm ae —_—— H12WU09.0 _U21eH__ 1 arb 
= $ Ans) & sj Any yo’ eiquinjoj’: keq suo ae 
ea Sy: ae Zz ¥. or 3 20UCYD WEL OF JURA 1.UQqd' ~""*- Anda *** —piea eg _1e_St_N1¥ 
6 2 Maine . ie - ““s#uyyL eoy, Jo auQ yng ay ae Pp a wes I__''_a6¢ 
eee ee ee ee ut Je 280 Wet tte p trees v1 Eas0g vee 
. °. “ACM JEUL 9G OF JueoW S.4N° °° Sad oupsen IV € SE acs 
nes Oke RR ame Teo a A eT rrr 2 ae a ee puowseg Auuyor | age 
— - ay = ss veunt’:***‘erqumioy:::*'** ~~ 
6 L nn eee ee ee aA07] Ul + oe 2. —T — eageulS Aueig LE Gee 
: . — - 9 TT 23 Seecnbhrie pioy Apu tS 
— I 8 “ suiquuy eq Aimdjawoo —t ee. 
ol by ty B 6 ee REE oe yenquvang = pacmoH Appa LI 91 Ase 
_.- — Se a nee ee eee ee Zomnasen ees ~ dll IQUIN[OD ‘suse aryUeIy-Aeg S11I0qg si Wee 
“a L 8 8 $< - ByQuinjord “* "=.=" eneus yuesia | a6z 
— € OL ” — — ulssajuo) Wy jode piog-(n 
= “: ; oo. oe aia sess: : —- i-med 8 IZ O62 
ZI - - 6 — — i TA 0} = =—(UPHTEM as akey AWIUIES I “" a6z 
ide 6 - - eed TS eS age TE sesuialetialiestsalite yeuueq AuoL I V6e 
‘I 3 : 6 = a. AM q u I 10}IIA evessteeversere J9ySIa 2IPPa Zz Ip ALZ 
f g 6 ge ¥ uoHwesusg @2ueIgS °° JOIA’ °C TTT a 
sto — ' B 7 Fi eee gOTA mea eunr € Lz Wee 
rit aera ' Ales SEAT scat UA CE a a a a CL. nt na dali aouaimeyT PANS b LZ 9% 
Babe el SL Hot . Ot aoqyeoM Wopautaayze Ay a: ~saqs]g-0ulo 0k Se 
0¢ Zz . a . Ld * Ra a oh SS. qavoy AW 2NeL —— ae eae pg: a Pk Of __$@ 
0z lene : 4 A Pees ere EE OPEL EEE sino, wi : — Rca ceenisneniieniibereinamsitie ounjszen IV z 1€ #z 
——. ¥ 6 d aie alban IOWA’ *** ““Jausta @Ippa; —— 
Iz € 6 " A ; c ee nce eT =A iausId APPA ZI 9 ze 
12 ——" - 3 S ae EEOC og a ee tenes paemon Appa + ——«IZ_Wee 
oe - A Ol + 3 TE cM _§_ en _ alee [9us0y uo OZ _—«9T_—«AOZ 
$8 EAS sal € =. “a copra ooore i ene “JOVI ** wu OFM Ss FI Woz 
bz g ; _ ere, zs $ @ Lo Se oh 61 
GZ S > 6 oe : EEE a ae ae Auoyuy seu Lh SI 
6Z 2 ** “9s jam 3 Ses ee > — yu 9H KW ut a19H eiquinjog aa ae }jouueg AuoL 9 ce LI 
: ss .3 OL g 8 nw EE. toyrde on 219) (uyy) WN FIT 
1s 99. = 2. a Pa : z : t o's ‘Pua jo Jujuuysoqg S|] SUL jeiop 112u0) uog ¢ cl 
° 9 eo 6 Sa 9 9. 9 L a 6 ‘ QUIIZIOUIUINS PIO pooy uy******** joudeg eS aoe ha ae pi04-[ned ¢ ZI ~ 
. - . *“* Zz 9 oeerte eevee 2A0'T ul 4 e “eee eee Cees ampaway*** * * © *# * © * 
—— sd Zz ee —_ = iPenW 8S AINIIOAL saat eu 
+ eer a nae 2 3 Ol ee osuel ong a ea qqip "181005 ~—ob 6I__—s&t 
Lb “Tae Sass Rte af a. -T ec 2s 8 SS ECAR XXEXEEK se 2d uosiopuy Aorey 8% ST 
— 7 te °° os “ md MEE 2 PR 2 ae ee eT eT Eee tee “ pemmangnege= A. 
¥S b Ot g - : 8 c . = & L Oy an ps gia ee “AEM 24} ZU0TY siequcuen Se tae ates co eeeres oo aoe __t st__tr 
6s . a 5 - . oe ae. G ‘xe £ c ee 8 ae oe Re om a EE I " a - 3199 (4ury)_ JEN 6 12% or 
£6 . 3 ae AEA OE SR ate 79 Ov -nonoa ewe eo eS __ot_¢ 
NS SP aoa yt Bee By area eee Or ey _, 20H ee Ne SA ws = a ns * woe .. SS. ee 
a L I cS . 7 : : L ‘csi - ce ¢ ‘i. @ € — « é ye —-: aa voveg "sugar °)-90T_A3Z2d_ 8 8 Lt 
Ns —i—* L St (340 ee, EO ey ¢ ; 2s P93 ee a Fs. SS eee 
a = ; Pf aS 2 a Wek Be eR “= O1 >* 9 aR eS. RARER Lab — fh) a) SqqID "1310aK) CI SS 
5 ez 6 ; 7 ; ; i ar ¢ it ci I I I € Z I z ome Gr ick WMIKIGEEE HSE aon SV HEH naif erquiniod << oeen Aquooiy Arewmesoy Zl + b 
poets = 8 ied a Ie a ee 2 ae were > Eaves s yweeH AW Ul 249H cladistic: deine ouyew IV Il € ¢ 
cLI ob a; «3 ; ; - : = - > : = 9 tL Z 6 . Se SECTS TT ORT OMT OE opeayeq’****’ Qupummansy’ °° °° 7° <°**° yywegq Ao10g 91 I . 
sielieine Sip e@relP i F £$) 8:8: si] = Recut Li Tt. g. ¢ 4 -Speegeeng Serena FY | eb aa wud] e210 
Bre) =} 21'S iSrets, Si eats) =i 8 Pi Fl Fi) FF si s| Fz STS ELSI Si Fl ei Fl Zu0g SO Seat ae 
N picgin! «=| wie PTR Si Ceci | FOP et 8 een eo; 7121;sisi5r) ge] 8 os sv = JOT US “RM “RM 
& rheleizigizigigielglsitictigiaicisieitialeleleleizlzlelzleltie sxaom 33e1 mM 
77 Osi sty) Sei 4 Plgisl fi #1212 ei ei si el eol 212) FP R18] é simi Ziel er a 
wesi tian! ti*iq SIPS SIT BLE FL EL Bt El gt td 3 S/e(F Pi si 13] 3] 4 
: Dini si mi ti apart ey bi ty ei el PIP ELE e SLi PL Re Sle eit bier d Seaaivins Géranee Sts to sesten® we 
wiBi g nist) S138 21 2) 2 1) =| Leeaiseivi tem 4 = ) ail | se | ig | = a = fo aunjnd aarsuayasdusos v 1wasasd Of 329M OF 22am Auva IM SaxI0F pus 
Vig| os Si PPS| BI Si si ai bis si miniats| 4) Simtel aelal#i = Sigzial 2 sani) ‘jujod 2u0 01 umop UO OS PUD Z “ON D 40; 6 “uoLPUAUE T “ON P dof 
. a as oi @im|/eieci Zip lk | at ois); 8] > ag sii - z Ziaj#i a] 2 sturod ot fo sisvq ayt uo pamnduios aiv s6urjny “dot UO asoYt SD T}aMm sp 
2 Q < 3 ~ | x 413 | 3 = = Q 1 €] eB > = _ Ansvyndod ut Hursts sp10da4 asoy2 ajvo1put 02 paubisap st uorpidwoo siyy 
Qa Da a | mi | | | 
oo fa: 0 as WB 61 AINE DNIGNA WIaM ALA 
2044 | 0004 5 al a | = MD (9e4,4| “HG | “SiSW) OF |° Wes, CAstD | O3UB| “DH | St°* | “ON MOS | YwOA OAT) “Tas | 245, | way | 20590 | wes | “DG | Pes | And | esom | *2' { 
2g S | «ae | “BWO | -20— av | -809 “10N | 05 | | “10 | -ompy | -ypoy | 08 “eH a renee aise 
1SaM Uva isaMaiw nos ~ ar 
Z HINOS isv3i 
. 7 avai 
SAHMOOF MSIG ‘°S ‘1 SONI VIA GHTIOd SV 
7 7 

















——- — 
| Soe earmererten 





Wednesday, July 23, 1952 


THAT 


wr? 
a 
= 
og 
ra 
woes 
ce 
O 
> 
“ 
wks 
_ 
io 
O 
— 
_ 
O 
v 
= 
= 
> 


A 
R\\\ 


= 
O 
oe 
LL 
> 
- 
a 
ad 
_l 
oN. 
© 
rs 
ie 4 
< 
ve 
< 
Lid 
fe 8) 
— 
ai | 
_ 
O 
> 


ar 
a . 
A 


\ 


\\ ~ 


AX 
\\ \ 





~\ STN \ 
LAX N \\ NOON Three \ 
~ MAX \\ A 
\ WY ‘\\\ \\Y \ 
\ WS 


. \ 
WY 


\\ 
a 








Sin, 


a) 





ORCHESTRAS-MUSIC 


VARIETY 


Wednesday, July 23, 1952 





‘Wish You Were Here’ Score Click 


Erases 3-Yr. 


For the first time in three years,+ 


a tune from a Broadway legit mu- 


Showtune Oblivion 





sical is stepping out as a alot Olman’s Coast 0.0. 


pop entry. 
from the legituner, “Wish 
Were Here,” has been on the mar- 
ket less than a month, it's already 
showing signs of reversing the 
showtune anathema that’s 
piaguing the market. The clicko 
indications of “Here” is giving 
tradesters an optimistic outlook 
for the flock of musical show 
scores that are headed for Broad- 
way in the upcoming season. 

Tune, which was penned by 
Harold J. Rome, is racking up 
strong sales in both the record and 
sheet market. Waxings already on 
release are Eddie Fisher, RCA Vic- 
tor; Fran Warren, M-G-M; Jane 
Froman, Capitol; and Guy Lom- 
bardo, Decca, Chappell is publish- 
ing the score. 

Other tune from the same show, 
“Where Did The Night Go.” also is 
showing up as a click potential. 
Tune’s been cut by Tony Martin 
for Victor and the new Toni Arden- 
Jan Arden team for Columbia. The 
Victor original cast album was re- 
leased 
be oushed by an NBC plugging 
drive. Victor has a $20,000 in- 
vestment in the show. 


HANDY SUES CARNIVAL 


You 





IN LICENSING ACTION | The Ron ge SM will be | 


Albany, July 22. 
W. C. Handy and the New World 


Although the title song | 
} Abe 


been | 


ing exclusivity 


early this week and will | 


Hollywood, July 23. 
Olman has arrived for a 
periodic huddle with Metro and 
20th-Fox studio music execs in 
connection with their forthcoming 
film scores. 

General manager of the “Big 3” 
| (Robbins-Feist-Miller) has publish- 
on these studios’ 
filmusicals. 





Hit By Exodus, Kaye 
Will Reorganize Band 


Sammy Kaye, who lost the major 
portion of his orch a couple of 
weeks ago when 10. sidemen 
walked out to form their own out- 





jin the next month. Music Corp. of 





| For Fall 1-Niter Tour 


fit, will organize a new band with- | 


| 





America, Kaye's agency, is current- | 


ly lining up a two-month one-niter 


|tour for the band. The trek is ex- | 


pected to teeoff in October. 
Kaye will build the new 
| around the four sidemen 


crew 
who 


| 


didn’t go along in the mass exodus. | 


| They are Lloyd Strang, trombone; | 


Bob Bonsang, trumpet; Bob Kasba, 


piano, and Ernie Ardie, 
|George Winslow remains as ar- 
|ranger. Warbler Barbara Benson 


guitar. | 


| will be replaced for the fall tour | 


| since she’s leaving the band next 


followed by a New York hotel date 
|; which has not yet been set. Hotel 


Music Corp. filed a suit in Utica | Astor wanted Kaye to come in as | 
Federal Court Friday (18) against a replacemen for the “Grand Ole | 
the James E. Strates Show, Inc., Opry” last month but Kaye turned | 


the date down. Spot booked Car- 

}men Cavallaro but is still in- 

unauthorized use of ‘The St. Louis | terested in getting Kaye for late 

Blues” in carnival performances | fa}}. y 

June 4 outside Albany and July | 

14-19 in Watertown, | Rise Stevens, Met Opera mezzo- 
rhe action is based on the con-| soprano, will be guest star of the 


and for an injunction and mini- 
mum damages of $250 for alleged 





tention that the Strates Shows! 23rd annual Chicagoland Music 
used the song for profit and w ith- | Festival, at Soldiers’ Field, Chi., 
Aug. 23. 


out authorization. 




















SINGS 


SERENADE + 
TO A LEMONADE | DELISHIOUS 


MGM11279——78 rpm 
K11279——45 rpm 


THE GREATEST NAME SIN ENTERTAINMENT 


O1 SEVENTH AVE NEW YORK 36 
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industry last year was estimated at 
$882,000,000, an increase of $30,- 
000,000 over previous year and ap- 
proximately same as 1949. Wages 
and salaries paid by the industry 
totaled $668,000,000, a slight in- 
crease over 1950. 


(National income is defined in 
survey as “aggregate earnings of 
labor and property which arise 
from current production of goods 
and services.” It includes compen- 
sation of employees and profits of 
enterprises.) 

National income of radio and TV 
broadcasting industry in 1951 was 
estimated at $377,000,000. This 
was an increase of $78,000,000 over 
1950, which in turn was $37,000,000 
greater than 1949. Growth of TV 
was also reflected in payroll of the 
broadcasting industry, which to- 
taled $295,000,000 last year, com- 











pared with $249,000,000 in 1950 
|} and $219,000,000 in 1949. 

| Earnings (before taxes) of cor- 
porations in the picture industry 
were estintated at $131,000,000, a 
gain of $6,000,000 over 1950, but 


——————_—__ SS 
Pic Divvies Off 


Washington, July 22, 

Dividends paid out in June 
by film industry corporations 
dropped by approximately one- 
fifth from the same month of 
last year, according to the De- 
partment of Commerce, Re- 
porting companies paid out 
$3,755,000 compared to $4,671,- 
000 a year ago. 

For the first half of 1952, 
dividends totaled $13,656,000 
as against $15,063,000 in the 





} 
} 
j 





same period of 1951, 





$1,500,000 under 1949. 

Corporate income after taxes of 
motion picture industry totaled 
$54,000,000 last year, a loss of 
$11,000,000 from 1950 and a de- 
cline of $25,000,000 from 1949. 
Corporate income of radio and TV 
broadcasting industry last year was 
$25,000,000, which was $7,000,000 
greater than 1950 and $8,000,000 
higher than 1949, 

Corporate dividend payments by 
motion picture industry totaled 
$53,000,000 as compared with 
$56,000,000 in 1950 and $60,000,000. 
Dividends paid out by broadcasting 
corporations totaled $9,000,000, 
same as 1950, and $1,000,000 great- 
er than 1949. Undistributed income 
of motion picture corporations to- 
taled $1,000,000 last year as com- 
pared to $9,000,000 in 1950 and 


adi a) tal al fa 
Survey of retail disk best * a 5 Cj 4/0 8 
sellers, based on reports ob- £ 3 - = g/Slel.]a 
tained from leading stores in Bigty? ~/8/Slalelaele!] 3s 
12 cities and showing com- n|é& 2 8 5/8 ala Blo|s ? 
parative sales rating for this © % Ee 1 ©) Ss Bis] & E slzlo 
and last week. elicit Sisgimisisiegiaial*| 
> S) a s © © a = : 
Aislsisi Fis lf iszi*isie|s| t 
sig j 3 7 ‘ = , 
+4 bs = wn 7 i 3) | 
vation Week Ending esl<laly eleleldiziz], 
Rating 19 sisi li a 2/BiS Ti si7{s] o 
u y mr Mie si el sie li#@isisie;/si i 
pisifsialeiSislsl/el<|si3]n 
This Last : ele i/siblsela 3/5 § gis =\f 
wk. wk. Artist, Label, Title (ZIOIMIOIZIHISIelAIAIS/E! g 
VERA LYNN (London) = 
1 1 “Auf Wiedersehn”—1227.. ceeees 2 1 2 2 3 4 4 3 3 4 83 
PERCY FAITH (Columbia) “ a 
9 2 “Delicado”—39708 — as esccreesesse . 9 1 8 3 5 3 5 1 3 65 
ROSEMARY CLOONEY (Col.) 
3 4 “Half As Much”—39710......... ‘ie 8 3 “ts oh ie 
i ROSEMARY CLOONEY (Col.) vee 
4 5 “Botch-A-Me”—39767 Pt wee ¢ 5 1 7 3 4 7 9 2 52 
4 AL MARTINO (BBS) =. . 
5 3 “Here In My Heart”—101 eee aaa Met ienads, 4 2 1 2 __ 10 46 
ie JOHNNY RAY (Columbia) ; adil 
6 8 “Walkin’ My Baby Home”—39750. 4 .. .: #35 ee 
_ COMO-FISHER (Victor) . 
7 6 “Maybe”—20-4744 .. betes tease me 4 3 7 yy 10 Feo 5-33 
“4 LEROY ANDERSON (Decca) 
8 7 “Blue Tango” —40220 Lee seeetees 10 6 10 5 6 6 4 30) 
TONY MARTIN (Victor) - 
94 9 “Kiss of Fire”—20-4671.......... -. .. -- 6 2 1 6... 29 
ee EDDIE FISHER (Victor) 
9B 10 “I’m Yours”—20-4680......... gu 9 a. 9 “4 5... # 
7 GEORGIA GIBBS (Mercury) . ee 
10 11 “Kiss of Fire”’—5823............ 6 YE to cl 
‘ EDDIE FISHER (Victor) 
11 “Wish You Were Here” —20-4830 wes. 1S 8 9 eS has, 
7 PEGGY LEE (Decca) 
12 13. “Lover”—28215 .....<....... 5 a =o 
i NAT COLE (Capitol) 
13 “Walkin’ Baby Back Home”’—2130 5 7 a 10 
FRANKIE LAINE (Columbia) — 
14 15 “High Noon”—39770. ‘ener ee 2 “a ; 9 
’ NAT COLE (Capito!) = 
15 17 “Somewhere Along Way”—2069 is 6 we 7.8 
4 HUGO WINTERHALTER (Victor) 
16 Vanessa—20-4691 ............. I Ee ae. Sere 
z TONY BENNETT (Columbia) 
17 Here In My Heart—39745 = oats a 2 , 9 
BEN LIGHT (Capitol) 7 
18 “Perfidia”—2023 .... ae ee 9 
JOHNNY RAY (Columbia) 4 ~~ 
19 16 “ATL @f BEG’ =—-S01GG. . 2... ccc ccces 3 ie ; 8 
1 | 2 a 4 ‘i 5 
BIG BAND BASH WITH A SONG IN SINGIN’ IN THE AMERICAN IN JOHNNIE RAY 
FIVE TOP Billy May | MY HEART RAIN PARIS ALBUM 
Capitol | Jane Froman Hollywood Cast Hollywood Cast Columbia 
npn Capitol M-G-M M-G-M ‘O-6199 
ALBUMS saa BDN-309 M-G-M-113 E-93 — 
DCN-329 KDF-309 K-113 K-93 C2-88 
L-329 L-309 E-113 M-93 B-2-88 
$14,000,000 under 1949. Earnings ; $19,000,000 in 1949. Undistributed 
| of unincorporated (sole proprie-|income of broadcasting corpora- 
5.5 Pct. Less Spent _torships, partnerships) motion péc- | tions totaled $16,000,000 last year 
ture enterprises totaled $43,000,-| as compared to $9,000,000 in 1950 
aes Continued from page 2 sme | 000, a slight decline from 1950, and | and 1949. 


Picture industry had 219,000 
fulltime employees last year, 5,000 
less than in 1950. Average annual 
earnings, however, were greater 
last year—$3,050 as against $2,911 
in 1950, 

Employment in broadcasting in- 
creased from 49,000 fulltime work- 
ers in 1949 to 53,000 in 1950 to 
57,000 last year. Average annual 
earnings likewise increased from 
$4,469 to $4,698 to $5,175. 


ARRANGING 


Composition — Orchestration 
Audition Records 
JACK TELLER, Box 284 
17 Lexington Ave., New York 10, N.Y. 
39 Auburn Read, W. Hartford 7, Conn. 























another BML rin-vp wit? 


VANESSA 


Published by Meridian 


Recorded by 


Hugo Winterhalter. 


_ .(Vietor) 
(MGM) 


DavidRose....---s*°*"""" 


Exclusively Lice 


BROADCAST MUSIC INC. 


NEW YORK «¢ CHICAGO « HOLLYWOOD 


nsed by BMI 


580 FIFTH A 
NEW YORK 
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sy listening. Kenny 

- contributes the vocal. It’s 
juke fare. . : 
Crosby - Andrews Sisters: 
si Ya In Bahia”-“The Live 
ree” (Decca). Bing Crosby- 
ews Sisters tandem produces 
ssylts on a pair of tunes from 
orthcoming Paramount pic, 
. For You.” “Bahia” is a slick 
70 flavored j } 
hy and the Andrew femmes 
» enough sparkle to keep it 


g with the jocks and jukes. 
. voice blending on the re- 
sic more outstanding than the 


John Scott Trotter backs 


fully. 
sele MacKenzie: “Adios”- 
in, You Can’t Love Two 
itol). Miss MacKenzie has one 
pr best disks in some time in 
oupling of a fave Latino num- 
“adios,” and a jaunty novelty 
You Can't Love Two.” - Her 
‘warbling style brings a rich 
tasteful quality to the former 
while her bouncy piping on 
atter gives it the zest it needs 
epeat spins and displays Miss 
Konzie’s versatile piping tech- 
eto advantage. Buddy Cole’s 
provides a strong assist. 
lly Eckstine: “Strange Sensa- 
‘“Have a Good Time” 
.M). “Sensation,” a tango 
boed number, gets a firstrate 
ing via Billy Eckstine’s class 
oning. Since the tango beat 
rrently a hot market item, 
tine should be able to cash in 
is slice. He projects the kind 
mantic mood here that goes 
big, especially with the 
es, Bottom deck is an aver- 
ballad that doesn’t go far. Nel- 
Riddle’s orch backs up in suit- 
style. 
nny Holiday: “I'll Forget 
-The Greatest Sinner of 
All” (Capitol). Capitol’s 
entry into the male disk 
betition, Johnny Holiday, has 
kay potential for future im- 
but it’s doubtful if these sides 
make much noise in the mar- 
Holiday's got a pleasing voice 
s topped by excellent phras- 
but he tends to become a bit 
annered as he gets into a 
making the end result seem 
ed and strained. The stand- 
‘Tll Forget You,” is an okay 
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IWARD 


th his Orchestra 
trently on. tour 
the midwest 
eaking all 
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novelty to’ which | 





a A = 


Jocks, Jukes and Disks 


omy: of material for his styling | 
ut he dissipates impact by trying | 


to hard on enunciation and emo- 
tion. He shows up in the same 
manner on the reverse, a fan ballad 
entry. 

Lily Ann Carol: “It’s Been So 
Long”-“I Don’t Know Any Better” 
(Victor). Lily Ann Carol raises 
her platter stock with this rendi- 
tion of the standard, “It’s Been So 
| Long.” She attacks the number 
| with a vigorous but capitivating 
| styling. Blending of brassy voice 
jand exciting orch backing is pegged 
| for current market and could take 
|off. Better” is a slower paced 
;number in which the blues mood 
is projected solidly by her hard 
hitting pipes. 





New Band Review 


Sauter-Finegan Orch: “Doodle- 
}town. Fifers’-“Azure-Te”; “Rain”- 
“Stop! Sit Down! Relax! Think!” 
(Victor). The (Ed) Sauter-(Bill) 
| Finegan orch gets off to an aus- 
picious' start with its first four 
| Sides. Orch brings a new and 
imaginative sound to wax that’s 
|sure to cause plenty of talk in the 
|trade and bolster the public’s in- 
terest in band etchings. Sauter, 
who arranged for old Benny Good- 
man outfit, and Finegan, who held 
the arranging post with the late 
Glenn Miller’s crew, have pro- 
duced, on these representative 
Slices, a definite identifying mark 
that’ll keep the band high on the 
best seller lists as well as spark 





in the late fall. The arrangements 


|are inventive and _ ear-arresting | 
| with the orch working the melo- | 


|dies over for listening as well as 
| terping values. “Fifers,”’ which 


should nab the biggest commer- | 


|cial returns, is an_ interpretive 
martial air, ‘“Azure-Te,” a stand- 
out number in itself, shows off the 
band in a moody, melodic mood. 
On “Rain,” the colorful arrange- 
meént attracts attention and on 
“Stop! Sit Down! Relax! Think!” 
it’s the driving orch work and the 
spirited choral workover that 
makes it a sock jock and juke bet. 


Platter Pointers 


Ralph Flanagan has a colorful 
side in “Espanharlem” (Victor) 





ees | 





. « Camarata’s conception of 
|“‘Mandalino - Mandalino” on _ the 
| Decca label is sock juke fare. . 

| Lawrence Welk orch registers well 


on “Padam-Padam” (Coral)... | 
Ralph Marterie’s workover of the | 
oldie, ‘“‘Peanut Vendor,” for Mer- | 


cury should keep the number mov- 


to come ... Coleman Hawkins has 
an okay slice in “Spellbound” 
(Decca) . . .Mills Bros. could score 
with their rendition of “Blue and 
Sentimental” on the same label 
... Jimmy Palmer orch hits pleas- 
antly with “Wait ‘Til the Sun 
Shines Nellie” (Mercury) ... Sy 
Oliver’s “Slick Chick” packs plenty 
of drive on Decca... Joan Shaw 
moans out a fair blues side in 
“Troubles” (Coral) . . . Bob An- 
thony’s rendition of “Should You 
Forsake Me” could be another win- 
ner for the indie Derby label . . 
Arthur Fiedlef and the Bosto 
Peps orch have a good commercial 
side in “Wing Ding” (Victor). 


blues, rhythm, etc.: Hank Williams, 
“Jambalaya” (M-G-M).. . . Le 
Feyre Trio, “When I’ve Gone the 
Last Mile of the Way” (Bibletone) 


Love a Home” (Mercury) . .. Vin 


.. . Georgie’s Tavern Band, “One 
| Dollar-Polka” (Decca) .. Johnny 
| Hicks, “My Next Gal” (Columbia) 
Evangelistic Trio, “Bound for the 
Kingdom” (Bibletone) . . Johnny 
Otis, “Baby Baby Blues” (Mercury) 
... Spedy West-Jimmy Bryant, 
“Midnight Ramble” (Capitol). 











Australia’s Top Disks 
Sydney, July 16. 
Wheel of Fortune, Kay Starr 
(Capitol). 
Perfidia, Ben Light (Capitol). 
Tell Me Why, Eddie Fisher 
(HMV). 
Broken Hearted, Johnnie 
Ray (Col.) ‘ 
Bermuda, Bell Sisters (HMV). 
Cry, Johnnie Ray (Col.) 
Any Time, Fisher (HMV). 
Tulips & Heather, Perry 
Como (HMV). 
Turn Back Hands of Time, 
Fisher (HMV). 
Please, Mr. Sun, Johnnie 
“Ray (Col.). : ——s 
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top interest when it hits the road | ‘pon som" wy BR 
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Rome’s songs have more dimen- 
sion and vitality than any show 
score he has done, even topping 
“Call Me Mister” in this regard. 
Among the impressive lineup, the 
standard pops are likely to be 
“Goodbye Love,” “Shopping 
Around,” “Could Be,” “Where Did 
the Night Go?,” “They Won't 
Know Me,” “Summer Afternoon,” 
“Don Jose” (from Far Rockaway) 
and the title tune, and there are 





y TIMES an show — in a. Saget 
—,, des ree,’ “Social Director,” “Mix anc 
———— et incleve Mingle,” “Certain Individuals,” 


usiC; 


TNT ripPine Relax” and ‘“Flattery. 


Here: certai™ ine 
i MtastiC:, ove Did in ‘TYN FACLE 
Fantastiginere “amusing BROOKLYN EAGLE — 


4 somirector 


eee on 


oN Harold Rome, working at the 

ATKINS top of his form as both tune-mas- 
ter and lyricist, has written a su- 

perior score in various moods. 


By LOUIS SHEAFFER 














ing in the coinboxes for some time | 





Standout folk, western, religious. | 


... Ernest Tubb, “So Many Times” | 
(Decca) . . . Dude Martin, “I'd | 


Bruce, “I Trusted You” (Columbia) | 


; Walter Winchell j 


Free Ice Cold Lemonade: Any- 
body thrushing “Wish You Were 
Here” from the new show by that 


WISH YOU WERE HERE 


EDDIE FISHER 


RCA Victor (20-4830) 


GUY LOMBARDO 


Decca (28-308) 


FRAN WARREN 


MGM (11270-B) 


JANE FROMAN 


Capitol (2154) 


WHERE DID THE NIGHT GO 


TONI and JAN ARDEN 


Columbia (39-766) 


TONY MARTIN 4 


RCA Victor (20-4758) 


WISH YOU WERE HERE 1m 


featuring the 


ORIGINAL CAST 
RCA Victor 
* 


CHAPPELL & Co. Inc. 


RKO Building, Rockefeller Center, New York 20, New York 
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On the Upbeat 





New York | 


Sandy Solo, Abbey Records vo- | 
calist, pacted by General Artists | 
Corp. .. . Lester Young orch into | 
Birdland, N. Y., tomorrow (Thurs.) 
at Franklin Pulaski, TV-film 
thesp, will be the “voice” on the 
new monthly issue of Columbia 
Masterwork Preview Records .. . 
Teddy Charles Trio currently af 
the Wigwam Lounge, N. Y.... 
Sarah Vauchan begins an engage-| 


ment at the Hawthorne Casino, 
Gloucester, Mass., July 28... 
Gene Ammons orch opens at the 
421 Club, Philly, July 28... 
Article on Johnnie Ray, penned by 
Robert Sylvester, of the N. Y. 
Daily News drama desk, in July 


26th issue of the Saturday Evening 
Post ... Jimmy Forrest orch into 
the Ebony Club, Cleveland, July 28 

. Sol Yaged heads up a jazz sex- | 
tet for a concert date at Birdland, 
N. Y., July 28... Singer Donald 
Richards set for a repeat guest 
shot on DuMont’s “Cavalcade of 
Stars” Friday (25)... Danny Sut- 
ton, Federal Records vocalist, 
opened a one-week’s engagement | 
at the Copacabana, Pittsburgh, | 
Monday (21) . . . Pete Kameron, | 
Folkways Music topper and man- 
ager of the Weavers, back from a/| 
five-week European trek yesterday 
(Tues.). 


Chicago 
Bert Weiner joined the Music| 
Corp. of America booking staff... 
Jan Garber has a week at Iri- 
quois Gardens, Louisville, Aug. 18} 
. . . Woedy Herman does two 


through Sept. 


weeks at Lakeside, Denver, Aug. 7 
_. , Stan Kenton’s repeat at Blue 
Note starts Aug. 29 for two frames 

Hal McIntyre inked for 
month’s stay at the Roosevelt, 
New Orleans, beginning Aug. 21 

- . Michigan State Fair Aug. 29 
1 has booked Les 
Paul & Mary Ford and Al Martino 
for musical headliners . . . Ralph 
Marterie follows 
into Lakeside Aug. 26. 

Freddie Williamson set some 
more dates for Muggsy Spanier, 
Circle “C” Boys, Tiny Hill and 
Danny O’Neil on World Transcrip- 
tions , . 
the Flamingo, Las Vegas, Aug. 21 
_. . Richard Hayes date at Moe’s 
Main Street, Cleveland, changed 
to Aug. 11 with Billy Shepard com- 
ing in Aug. 4. . . Sportsmen Quar- 
tet invades midwest with a string 
of bookings, the Illinois State Fair 
Aug. 16 and 17 starting off_the 
dates. They play Skyway Club, 
Cleevland, Aug. 18-23 and then do 
the Indiana State Fair Aug. 28-31. 
Group then does two weeks at the 
Jung Hotel, New Orleans, Sept. 3. 


Woody Herman | 





quarter-hour teevee program on 
WDTV...New Ernie Rudy (Ernie 
Rudisill) orch, made up of 10 of 
Sammy Kaye’s old sidemen, opened 
two-week stand at Bili Green’s 
Monday (21)...Don McGovern on 
organ now doubling between 212 
Oliver and Oliver Building Res- 
taurant, both under the same man- 
agement... Ross Hall’s band had 
its option lifted at Monte Carlo un- 
til Oct. 1...Frank Apter taking 
time off from his real estate-insur- 
ance business to play first violin 
in Civic Light Opera Association's 
orch, conducted by Karl Kritz, for 
outdoor opera season at Pitt Sta- 
dium. 





Kansas City 
Ralph Marterie orch played their 


| first date in this area at the Pla- 
|Mor Ballroom July 19 to a turn- 


Connie Boswell set for | Out which topped expectations for 


a new band. Marterie crew fol- 
lowed up with one-nighters in Iowa 
and midwest, has a week coming 
up at Peony Park, Omaha, work- 
ing to a fall opening on the Coast 

Clyde McCoy orch set for a 
fortnight at Claridge, Memphis, 
and then comes to Terrace Grill 
of Hotel Muehlebach for three 
weeks opening Aug. 20 ..Tommy 
Cunningham set by McConkey 
agency for Muehlebach for three 
weeks opening July 30, following 


|trombone section of Tommy Carlyn, 


| Sherman Hayes now current in 
the spot Charlie Parker crew at 
Tootie’s Mayfair out east in Jack- 
son County. 


Chautauqua Institute 
Opens Major Sked Of 


Concerts, Operas, Plays 
Buffalo, July 22. 
With widespread public attention 


Pittsburgh 


Dodo Marmarose has left Whitey 
Scharbo’s band at the Famous Door 
and Dave Carey is replacing him 
on piano...Elmer Mranca joined 





now at Oh Henry Ballroom in 
Chi...Vaughn Monroe plays Lions 
Clubs’ charity show at Forbes Field 
tomorrow and Friday (24-25) 

Herman Middleman has replaced 
Johnny Marino as maestro of orch 
that plays Jackie Heller’s weekly 





ceantieeieemmanadiinneal 





focused on the myriad of straw- 





HOLLYWOOD 





EARTHSHAKING NEWS 


THIS IS WHAT REALLY ROCKED 
LOS ANGELES 


RAY 
ANTHONY 


and His Orchestra 


The Number One Orchestra in the Land 


Currently 


ESTABLISHED 2 POSTWAR 
ATTENDANCE RECORDS 


HERE ARE THE FACTS 


RAY ANTHONY . . . 7,007-- 
BAND NO. 2... 
BAND NO. 3... . . 6,088--17,378 


Direction 





Personal Management FRED BENSON 


j}hats and summer symphony dells 
}as well as on the numerous con- 
;cert and other musical projects 
such as Berkshire, Interlaken and 
others operating across the coun- 
try, Chautauqua, N. Y., the grand- 
| Pappy of all of this type of enter- 
|tainment, seems to have been 
|largely overlooked. The Chautau- 
| qua Institute, located on the shores 
of Lake Chautauqua, 70 miles south 
|of here, in inaugurating its 79th 
| annual season recently, is offering 
|}one of the heaviest schedules in 
i= history for its current session 
|ending August 24. 

Besides scores of educational, so- 
| cial, religious, lectures and other 
| general cultural activities, Chau- 
tauqua will present eight weeks of 
|symphonic and other’ musical 
| events and operatic and dramatic 
productions. The musical programs 
include weekly pops as well as full 
| scale symphonic concerts by the 
| Chautauqua Symphony Orchestra 
| under the direction of Franco Au- 
|tori and with Mischa Mischakoff 
|as concert master, together with 
| concerts by the Student Symphony 
Orchestra, and vocal and instru- 
|mental musical offerings by guest 
| stars including Sydney Foster, 
oe Bybell, Calvin Harris, 
| Rose Bampton, Marjorie Gordon, 
fo Luciano, Eugene List, Car- 
| roll Glenn, Jean Geis, Frederick 
| Wilkins, Richard Nass, Dimitri Mi- 
|tropoulos, Ruben Varga, Heidi 
Krall, Laszlo Vargo, Ruth Freeman, 
| Marjorie Prescott, Jane Davis, 
| Frances Lehnert, Hugh Thompson, 
| Leonard Shure, Barbara Steinbach, 
{Arno Mariotti, Margarita Zam- 














PALLADIUM 


|brana, Leon Rudin and Nathan 
Gordon. 

Operas include “The Gondo- 
liers,” “La Traviata,” “Martha,” 


| “Lucia di Lammermoor,” “Jumping 
Frog of Calaveras County,” 
“Amahl and the Night Visitors,” 

j}and “Carmen.” 

| Dramatic productions which are 

| under the aegis of the Cleveland 


|Playhouse group are “Winslow 

a. . “Curious Savage,” “Yes 

Ist Sat. Ist Week ord,” “Dream Girl,” “Second 
T s P “Vv oa 99 
Setentenes | hreshold’ and “Velvet Glove. 





18,703 


'B’nai B’rith Lodge Sets 
. . 6,283--17,564 | 


8th Gershwin Memorial 


Victory Lodge of B’nai B’rith has 

| opened its eighth annual George 
Gershwin Memorial Contest, which 
offers a first prize of $1,000 for the 
best composition. Contest is open 
_to all composers under 30, with 
| compositions limited to those 15 
| minutes or shorter. 

Dimitri Mitropoulos, N. Y. Phil- 
harmonic Symphony conductor, 
will again serve as honorary chair- 
man of the judges’ committee, 
while Dr. Carleton Sprague Smith, 
of the N. Y. Public Library, will 
again be chairman. Chappell Music 
will place the winning entry in its 
rental library and the N. Y. Phil- 


Decca Ups Paul Cohen 


Under Decca’s new artists and 
repertoire setup, Paul Cohen has 
been upped to assistant to new a&r 
chief Jimmy Hilliard, but will also 
continue to handle folk and west- 
ern recording assignments with 
Eddie Kissack. 

Cohen left for Nashville last 
week to supervise sessions with 
Rex Alien, Decca oatune vocalist 
who planed in from the Coast. 


CAN. LABEL TO RELEASE 
LEN SMITH BAND DISKS 


Detroit, July 22. 
Gordon V. Thompson, Ltd., of 
Toronto, has signed a contract with 
Bandland, Inc., Detroit, to press 
and distribute recent recordings of 
the Leonard Smith Concert Band 
under their Gavotte label through- 
out Canada. 
Under the direction of Smith, a 
cornetist, the band now is engaged 
in summer concerts at Detroit's 
Belle Isle Park with Sunday pro- 
grams picked up by WXYZ-TV. 


Welk Nets $5,900 
In S. D. One-Nighter 


San Diego, July 22. 

Postwar record for a one-night 
stand was set at the Mission 
Beach Ballroom here by the Law- 
rence Welk orch which pulled a 
total of 5,635 paying customers at 
$1.75 apiece. 

Welk exited with $5,900 on a 
$1,500 guarantee against a 60% 
deal. 











Vic McAlpin to Operate 
Richmond’s Alfalfa Firm 


Howie Richmond, who recently 
formed a new subsid, Melody 
Trails, to publish country songs 
exclusively, will headquarter the 
firm in Nashville, Tenn. Tunesmith 
Vic McAlpin will head the Nash- 
ville operation. 

Firm will cover the Atlanta-Dal- 
las-Nashville axis. 








USF ranco P bs 
In Hassle Ove 
Royalty Set 


With pickups of foreign 4 
by U.S. firms becoming increa, 
ly risky, American Publishers 
currently facing an addit 
stacle erected by the French 
sic industry. In addition to 
|ing for substantial 


10na} 





advances 
| French publishers recently 
'that only earnings on sheet a 
‘could be applied against the 
vances. 
Squawks from US publis 


resulted in the French publis 
through their collection age 
the Bureau Internationale Di 
tion Mechanique (BIEM) ag 
to permit the U.S. publisher 
select one platter on which 
royalties could be deducied { 
the advance. U.S. pubs, howe} 
are still insisting that all ret 
from mechanicals be conside 
on the same footing as sheet 
sic royalties. 

American publishers point 
that unless they get a tremend 
click out of a French tune, 
stand to lose money. Foreign ¢ 
| call for 50% of mechanicals t 
| original publisher plus a per 
age to the English lyricist 
| U.S. publisher thereby gets 4 
| one-third of what he would ears 
lan American tune. 


American and French publis 
j}have been holding informal t 
irecently with the aim of cleg 
up the ‘royalty setup as it af 
advances. 








Monroe’s 1-Niters 


Vaughn Monroe's orch will s 
through eight eastern and : 
western states on its August sci 
| ule of one-nighters, winding w 
| Asbury Park, N. J., Aug. 30-31, 

Monroe will follow immediat 
with a one-month stand at the St 
light Roof of the Waldorf-Ast 
| > 4 
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harmonic will perform the piece. 





ROBERT'S 
ORCHESTRA Conducted by LeROY HOLMES 


11280-A 


ON A SUNDAY BY THE SEA — 
(From the Musical Production “High Button Shoes") 


11280-8 


(From the Paramount Film “Just For You") 


by 


QUTIES 


ITTLE ZONG 


ECORDS 
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Survey of retail sheet music me tree 3 
sales, based on reports obtained s1S5/S]2}| lel 
from leading stores in 12 cities ‘ol? i 2 olo 
and showing comparative sales -13i18/s/4 BlSl6 
: ; wie} Sis (Se) al wu Siz lol! f 
rating for this and last week. o;2/¢é , el/w/s Se |ATZtS@ 
alsleislsizlel2] js)elsi7 
aye se aegis l eis isii2it 
— = ~ j 4 - —_— 72) ™ io 
xtra Week Ending |7/3/2|2/é/s/|2/2l¢]¢ i$ , 
Rating J ] 19 5 3 = s +] 2 oO | 4 < a § 5 Oo 
uly ~)elelElslelgi/elglslaisl f 
This Last e | : rs = a = = j= | » |= . 
wk. wk. Title and Publisher z\1o gig ols » Rae 1% lo ta S 
1 2 “Auf Wiedersehn” (Hill-R)....... 1 1 Ls. wt oe im... oo: oe 
> | “Kiss of Fire” (Duchess)... .. ene Bet oe ee ae 7) a at Ge) Oe. a 
“3 4 “Blue Tango” (Mills)............ 6:6" 6 Ss . €) 6 F 2 ef 
7 6 “Walkin? My Baby Home” (DBH.) 5 8 .. 2 8 1 6 5 10 4 5 2 64 
= 3 “Pm Yours” (Algonquin)....... PY Sk eee RK ua ee Se 
$ 8 “Half As Much” (Acuff-R.) ee oe: os Ce... Rhee 
7 5 “Here In My Heart” (Mellin)..... 9 5 9 .. 6 6 8 3 2 6 4 °}”52 
B 7? “Delicado” (Remick)....>........ a Fe Sy eo ere Br ca Bee 38 
> 10 “I'll Walk Alone” (Mayfair)...... ae 10 10 3 me iin teat eet 
jo 9 “Be Anything” (Shapiro-B)....... oa © 9 a * a 
11 12 “Somewhere Along Way” (United) 7... .... .. 2 peng: Viggen” agg 
i211 “Botch-A-Me” (Hollis)...... _eorhee 4 8 - 19 
3A 15 “Maybe” (Robbins)......... See re mire Nn ek, a a —~g 
(3B... “Sugarbush” (Schirmer)...... 5 tek ee she tea thn A Ogee a en oe 8 
14 13 Blacksmith Blues (Hill-R.)....... a A es cas. | uma sey: 6 














Petriilo:s 


with the American musician. Their 
concern is not for musical artistry, 
but for added profit.” Petrillo said 
that “the public is being fed an 
increasing budget of synthetic 
music by important segments of 
the entertainment industry which 
care not of music and musicians 
go the way of the American In- 
dian.” 

Petrillo also notified AFM mem- 
bers that they could no longer 
record with non-members working 
for companies which have no pacts 
with AFM. This formal notification 
to AFM members was background- 
ed by several recent instances in 
which the AFM refused to permit 
such conductors as Artur Rodzin- 
ski, Andre Kostelanetz, Artie Shaw 
and others from working abroad 
with non-AFM members. 

Petrillo also indicated that he 
————————————— 








A SUMMER SMASH 
AND NO MAYBE ABOUT IT! 







It's Music by 


JESSE GREER 


Program Today Yesterday's 


KITTY FROM 
KANSAS CITY 


EE 
TOPPING. ALL LISTS 












‘No Foreign’ Ukase 


Continued from page 41 =o 


“ | ‘Ohio’s $500 Prize For 
Sesquicentennial Work | 


Toledo, July 22. 
| Prize of $500 is being offered by 


would review the situation in tele-|‘%€ Women’s Auxiliary of the 
vision which he claimed has/| P0ledo Orchestra Assn. for a five 
adopted the “practice of supplant-| to 10-minute composition for stan- 
ing live musicians with canned/| dard symphony orchestra, in ob- 
—, Asa a he — not servance of the 150th anni of 
“stand idly. by. and see e new oe : ; ar 

television industry go the way of] sare =. euirapee. Ame, the. Union. | 
radio.” | The winning composition will be 
Major company execs are study-| Performed by the Toledo Orch- 
ing the new Petrillo ultimatum to| Stra, with Wolfgang Stresemann 
determine its impact on their op-| COMductor, on its Junior Concert of 


: p March 1, 1953, the state’s obser- 
erations. Although the major labels | | Js , “fe ; 
do most of their recordings in the | vance day of the Sesquicentennial. | 


_ Ss. f their catalog is} Competition is open to natives | 
a Tag BE age Boh g |}and bona fide residents of Ohio, | 


The minor companies, whose rep- | a 15, as closing date for | 
ertoire is almost exclusively etched | . 











' speculation was attached to the 


Band Reviews 


RALPH MARTERIE ORCH (16) 


| With Kitty Karr 
| Pla-Mor BaHroeom, Kansas City 


LARRY GREEN TRIO 
Park Sheraton Hotel, N. Y. 
Maestro Larry Green, who was 


One-nighter here last Saturday | fronting his own big orch up un- 


(19) of the Ralph Marterie orch was 
a major event in pop music circies, 
the first date in this area for this | 
newest of the top bands. Some} 


Marterie appearance on the score 
of boxoffice magnetism, but that 
was settled with one of the best 
turnouts in. several weeks and a 
gate well over a strong guarantee 

Marterie has made his bid in a 
comparatively short time, outfit 
being out intensively only a little 
over six months and together as a 
unit going on two years. Behind 
these public engagements is a gen- 
erous catalog of top instrumental 
releases on the Mercury label, | 
most of them standards and show 
songs, but a few of them pops 
which have made the hit parade 
list. Latest release is “Peanut Ven- 
dor” backed by “Dark Eyes” and 
already getting a play in this ter- 
ritory. 

Musical style which has taken 
Marterie to the top is on the sweet 
and melodious pattern, highlighted 
by his own ace trumpet work 
Premise that good music attractive- 


ily styled will draw dancers and 
'record buyers alike evidently is 
| sound, as the combo is holding the | 


Marterie rep high. 

It’s a big band, heavy on the 
brass with an 8-man section even- 
ly divided Letween trumpets, in- 
cluding the Marterie horn, and 
trombones, five reeds, string bass 
drums, piano. Arranging is done | 


| by Matt Alagna, pianist, and shows | 


excellent blending of the three sec- | 
tions with trumpet especially out- | 
standing hut with plenty of assists | 
from the other two principal sec- 
tions. Power, while here aplenty, | 
is generally by-passed for the 
more tuneful blending and full- 
ness. 

Marterie carries a crew of spe- 
cialists, some of them being Char- | 
ley Spero on _ baritone, Corny | 
Panico on trumpet, and Henry 
Riggs on drums along with Alagna. | 


Recently singer Kitty Karr joined | 
the crew and shows keen possibili- | 
ties. She’s young and a looker 
and has vocal ability that should 
make her a valued part of the crew. 
With a few more tricks of the 
trade and bandstand savvy, she 
should develop into a_ top-flight 
songstress. uin. 


| 


til a few months ago, debuted this 


;newly formed combo here last 
| week (14). Green recruited two of 


his orch’s sidemen, Bob Varney, 
drums, and Jimmy Athens, bass, to 


| back his keyboarding and they 


work together with an easygoing 
rapport that’s excellently pegged 
to cocktailery tastes. 

Trio follows the usual style of 
cocktail room units in its book and 
arrangements but by eschewing in- 
tricate musical patterns in favor 
of a melodic line concentration it 
becomes a standout attraction for 
a small room setup. All of its 
renditions are smooth and easy on 
the ear and the combo’s evident 
relaxation and enjoyment in its 
work projects to the tablers. 

Trio gives out with standard 
musical fare. Pops, standards and a 
plentiful helping of showtunes 
round out its book., Green sparks 
the easy mood with its deft work 
on the ivories. Both Varney and 
Athens assist capably with their 
topflight rhythm backing. Maestro’'s 
genial personality and all-around 
clean cut appearance of the combo 
are important assets. Gros, 


SAUTER-FINEGAN BAND 
TO TOUR IN LATE FALL 


Although the newly formed Ed 
Sauter-Bill Finegan orch debuted 
on wax this week via a pair of RCA 
Victor platters, orch will not hit 
the road until late fall. Outfit 
plans to get a few more recording 
sessions under its belt before set- 
ting out on a one-niter trek. 

Meantime, Victor is getting be- 
hind the initial issues with a big 
promotional campaign. Diskery, 





| which sparked interest in the Ralph 


Flanagan and Buddy Morrow orchs 
several season ago via the wax 
buildup, is prepping a similar drive 
on the Sauter-Finegan outfit. 

The crew of 19 sidemen will 
travel under the Sauter-Finegan 
orch tag with a front man yet to 
be designated. Sauter and Fine- 
gan are currently readying the 
orech’s book and arrangements. 
Sauter was formerly arranger for 
the old Benny Goodman band and 
Finegan arranged for the late Glenn 
Miller’s orch. Willard Alexander 
is booking the dates. 





— “= 





in Europe, will risk losing their 
AFM licenses. That would mean 
only. that they could no longer 





| 





record with U. S. musicians but 





could still import European-made 
masters. 








Stan Freeman Funds 
School Scholarship 


Pianist Stan Freeman has set up 
a scholarship fund at his alma 
mater, the Julius Hartt School of 
Music, Hartford. School wili re- 
ceive $1,000 plus 10% of Free- 
man’s recording royalties annually. 

Fund will be known as the Free- 
man Scholarship. 


NEW ISSUE 





Basil Rathbone to be speaker for 
third in the series- of summer 
lectures sponsored by the Ameri- 
can Shakespeare Festival Theatre 
& Academy, at Westport (Conn.) 
Country Playhouse Friday after- 
noon (25). 


Best British Sheet Sellers 


(Week ending July 12) 
Auf Wiéederseh’n.....Maurice 
Kiss of Fire ..*.......Duchess 
Never \.%5. nds boe4 se ameeeeee 
Blvd TONGS «0 6s oes ous +e 
Blacksmith 8lues....Chappell 
Hommes WORE... 068008 Reine 
There’s Pawnshop. .Cinephonic 
Ay-round The Corner... .Dash 
Tell BBO WaPiscccesces Morris 
Be Anything...... Cinephonic 


Won’t Live in Castle Connelly 
i =. ere Mellin 


Second 12 


Wheel of Fortune... Victoria 
Time Say Goodbye. . Pickwick 
a) See eer F.D.&H. 
High Noon.. .......-- Robbins 
Gandy Dancers Ball...Disney 
At Last ......+.....Pickwick 
Anytime ‘....... ..... Victoria 
Unforgettable ........ Bourne 
Be Life’s Companion. . Morris i 
ipout fet Mga fes', :-«., Wridht |] =< J 1982. 


Jt, 





Reynolds & Co. 





Bache & Co. 
Crowell, Weedon & Co. 


This announcement is not an offer to sell nor a solicitation of an offer to buy any of these securities. 
The offering is made only by the Prospectus. 


258,883 Shares 


DECCA RECORDS INC. 


CAPITAL STOCK 


Par Value 50¢ per Share 


Rights, evidenced by Subscription Warrants, to subscribe for these Shares 
have been issued by the Company to holders of its Capital Stock of record 
July 22, 1952, which rights expire at 3 P.M., Eastern Daylight Saving 
Time, on August 8, 1952, as more fully set forth in the Prospectus. 
The several Underwriters have agreed, subject to certain conditions, to pur- 


chase any unsubscribed shares and, both during and after the subscription 
period, may offer shares of Capital Stock as set forth in the Prospectus. 





Subscription Price to Warrant Holders 


$7.625 per Share 





Copies of the Prospectus may be obtained in any State only from such of the several Under- 
writers named in the Prospectus and others as may lawfully offer these securtties in such State. 


Laurence M. Marks & Co. 
Bear, Stearns & Co. 


Carl M. Loeb, Rhoades & Co. 

















‘A Guy Tea Guy. >>.° Leeds.) - Rapiomrlfhen 4 
"Star of Hopé-> ..- Astherberg 
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Masia Directors Again Click 


Via Surge of 


Record company musical direc- 
tors and house orchs are again 
breaking into the hit lists with 
their own etchings. Current vogue 


for instrumental platters is consid- | 


éred main factor in sparking the 
renewed prominence of the diskery | 
maestros in the wax market. In 
the past couple of months such mu- 
sical directors as Columbia’s Percy 
Faith, Decca’s Gordon Jenkins and | 
RCA Victor's 
have broken 
clicks. 

Faith is currently topping the in- 
strumental disk market with his 
workover of “Delicado” 
terhalter is coming up strong with 
his etching of “Vanessa.” The 
teamup of Jenkins with Peggy Lee 
on “Lover” has been Decca’s sock 
summer entry. Other labels are al- 
so getting a big play on their house 
orch releases as examples by the 
clicko sales being racked up by 
Capitol’s Les Baxter on “Blue 
go” and M-G-M’'s LeRoy Holmes 
on “In A Persian Market.” 

For the most part these musical | 
directors are performing herculean | 
chores for the diskeries. Besides | 
cutting their own etchings, they 


through with dis- 


back the company’s name vocalists, | 
in some | 


arrange the sessions and, 
instances pen new tunes. The 
maestro’s company, of course, gets 
first crack at the new material. 
Paul Weston, for example, who 
backs Jo Stafford’s dates for Co- 
lumbia, penned “Shrimp Boats,” 


Miss Stafford’s big entry early this | 


year. 

Such other diskery 
Sy Oliver and Tutti Camarata on 
the Decca label, Henri Rene on 
Victor and Frank De Vol on Capi- 
tol, have stepped out as potent wax 
names. Billy May, who last year 
headed a house crew for Cap back- 
ing name vocalists and conducting 
the company’s kidisk sessions, de- 
veloped to such an extent that he’s 
now touring with his own crew and 
has become one of Cap’s important 
orch properties. Sonny Burke, 
Decca’s Coast artists and repertory 
chief, 
own orch platters. 


Anthony’s Palladium Boff 


Hollywood, July 22. 
A postwar non-holiday week rec- 
ord at Palladium was set by the 
Ray Anthony orch in the first of a 
four-week stand. 





Initial frame's admissions 
18,750. Saturday night (19) hit! 
7,000. 


* 


Hugo Winterhalter | 


and Win-| 


Tan- | 


maestros as | 


also has broken out with his | 


Wax Instrumentals 








Wilson’s ‘Sing Again’ 


tion of Harry Wilson’s “Sing 
| Along” song folic, J. J. Robbins & | 
| Sons is packaging. another Wilson 
| collection under the title of ‘ ‘Sing | 
Again.” 


over 100,000 copies. 


Wilson is professor of music at} 


Teachers College of Columbia Uni- 


| versity, N. Y. 


HUB COPS SUSECT 
RAY_TEAR GAS STUNT) 


Boston, July 22. 


Suspected by local gendarmes 
as a press agent’s stunt, a teargas 
bomb was set off during Johnnie 
| Ray's vocalizing of “Little 
| Cloud” at the early eveni ng per-| 
formance at the Met on opening | 
day (Fri.), which resulted in sev-| 
|eral women patrons being hospi- | 
talized briefly and forcing nearly | 
2,000 fans to evacuate the theatre. | 
| A wholesale panic was undoubt- 
edly averted by singer, who an- 
nounced from stage that air condi- 
|tioning plant had gone haywire 
| and there was no need to be alarm- 
|ed, and the instantaneous mar- 








|} manager Max Nayor, who aided 
the milling crowd 
fumes. Exodus was completed in 
less than 10 minutes, but traffic 
outside. was stalled for some time 
| by hordes of curiosity 
‘and evacuated patrons. 


Coast AFM Wants Live 
Tooters on BCE Vidpix 


Hollywood, July 22. 

American Federation of Musi- | 
cians Local 47 veepee Phil Fischer 
| suggested to James C. Petrillo that 
|the AFM should urge CBS-TV to 
|; make the Bing Crosby Enterprises, 
jin which it bought interest, use 
|live instead canned music in BCE 
telepix. Outfit has been using for- 
eign tracks and bridges, a practice 
condemned by AFM. 
| Fischer feels that since CBS has 








hit | inked an AFM pact, it should honor 


contract by using musicians 
BCE product. 


in 


Following up its click publica-| 


The initial folio has sold | 


White 


shalling of theatre’s, personnel by | 


to escape the| 


seekers | 


Dick Todd to Decca 


Dick Todd, who clicked on Rain- 
bow Records’ last year with “Dad- 
dy’s Little Girl,” has moved over 
to Decca Records under a term 
pact. 

Todd will cut his initial sides for 
Decca with Grady Martin’s Slew- 
Foot Five,,a folk-styled imstru- 
mental combo. 


Evelyn Knight 
On AGVA Carpet 








| 


Hollywood, July 22. 

Evelyn Knight faces an Ameri- 
can Guild of Variety Artists’ trial 
board tomorrow (Wed.) in the first 
Jerackdown for alleged violations of 
ban against appearing on deejay 
| programs originating in niteries 
and cafes. Champ Butler is slated 
to appear later. 

Both are charged with gratis ap- 
on Don Otis’ _KMPC 
| airer from King’s cafe. Deejays 
|are protesting the recently im- 
posed ban, claiming it’s injurious 
| to artists who are deprived of free 
| plugs. 


More Dependents Added 
To 5006 ‘Cause’ Suit 


Dinah Shore, Edith Piaf, M-G-M 
| Records and a French publisher, 
Paul Benscher Societe, have been 
|added to Columbia, RCA Victor 
land Hollis Music as defendants in 
la $500,000 suit brought by Mrs. 
Frances Lamper in Brooklyn Fed- 
eral Court. Mrs. Lampert claims 
the defendants infringe on her 
tune, “Annabella,” by releasing the 
song, “’Cause I Love You.” 

A recent motion by the plaintiff's 
attorney, Otto Friedman, to ap- 
point a receiver to take charge of 
sales of records and sheet music 
on “’Cause,” was denied. Plain- 
| tiff contends that “Annabella,” an 
unpublished song, was originally 
shown to bandleader Ted Straeter 
along with other songs. It’s alleged 
that Straeter turned over the songs 
to the record companies without 
returning them to Mrs. Lampert. 
Straeter is also being sued by Mrs. 
Lampert. 





| pearances 











Harry James orch has _ been 
booked for a two-night appearance 
at the Club Sevenoaks, San An- 
tonio, Aug. 14-15, 























































For Deejay Cuffo 








Inside Orchestras—Music 


Spins by Martin Block, WNEW, N.Y., disk jockey, 


of a 
unlabeled test pressings last week cued ‘Coral Records cp Uble ot 


to pick up 





sides for regular commercial release. Jimmy Blaine and Buddy . os 
cut the demonstration platters on an indie basis. One of the talon 
“Political Pete,” has a topical peg in view of the Presidentia| elections’ 
Other tune is titled “Swimmin’.” Milt Gabler, Coral’s artists “e 
repertory chief, made the deal with Blaine’s manager, Peter Dean, = 
Disk € ies Be 
Disk Companies’ Best Sellers... 
Re EE 0, cia be. pa'e oe 6 0-6 oie R awe Reba 0 ac Kay Starr 
FOOL, FOOL, FOOL 
2, IN THE GOOD OLD SUMMER TIME. .Les Paul-Mary F rd 
SMOKE RINGS 
3. WALKIN’ MY BABY BACK HOME....... Nat (King) Cole 
FUNNY 7. 
ORE NIN ac ccc ne cn eees ease Cbascas.. Al Martino 
I NEVER CARED 
5. SOMEWHERE ALONG THE WAY ......... Nat (King) Cole 
WHAT DOES IT TAKE 
COLUMBIA 
ae ee Se | errr ree ere irs 2 ....Rosemary Clooney 
ON THE FIRST WARM DAY 
he SR Gn MAE ona end-ans-s 4.074 400864444 Rosemary Cloon: y 
POOR WHIP POORWILL , 
Re I aint, whtnee co bibaskacaebeases Johnnie Ray 
A SINNER AM I 
4. WALKIN’ MY BABY BACK HOME........... Johnnie Ray 
GIVE ME TIME 
5. HIGH NOON oF gic ona: A rar ae Fee fA og Frankie Laine 
ROCK OF GIBRAL TAR 
CORAL 
1, VM YOURS LETTER EO OE RI OR RES, Don Cornell 
MY MOTHER’S PEARLS 
RD. - WHR RRA, BUR ee aes oh ccc pececsccees Chuck Murphy 
OCEANA ROLL 
3. AUF WIEDERSEHN SWEETHEART ........... Ames Bros. 
BREAK THE BANDS THAT BIND ME 
G; GORE BEMIS obi iia eis cc bi temic bs cae Ames Bros. 


ABSENCE MAKES THE HEART GROW FONDER 


5. THIS IS THE BEGINNING OF THE END......Don Cornell 
I CAN’T CRY ANYMORE 






































DECCA 

I, 5s he eee eee Vide de ee edadewes Leroy Anderson 
BELLE OF THE BALL 

2 LOVER .... a ..Peggy Lee-G. Jenkins 
YOU GO TO MY HEAD 

3. AUF WIEDERSEHN SWEETHEART ....... Guy Lombardo 


HALF AS MUCH 


4. KISSES ON PAPER 
ARE YOU TRYING TO TELL ME GOODBYE 


5. HONKY TONK ANGELS 
I DON’T WANT YOUR MONEY 


Red Foley 


Kitty Wells 





+ 
> 
ba 
> 
+ 
> 
> 
. 
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MERCURY 
i. AUF WIEDERSEHN SWEETHEART .......... Eddy Howard 
I DON’T WANT TO TAKE A CHANCE 
i: GUNOIy WE Eg 8 ns cos cries, Patti Page 
I’M GLAD YOU’RE HAPPY WITH SOMEONE ELSE 
3. SO MADLY IN LOVE .....................Georgia Gibbs 
MAKE ME LOVE YOU 
.4 TAKE MY HEART ..... cnneh@sdard 60 Khdocceces VOC COMM 
. ROSANNE 
5. I WOULD RATHER LOOK AT YOU............Gloria Hart 
NICKELS, QUARTERS AND DIMES 
M-G-M 
S, MBER MOON 8 iiss ocd ss uineneere bees seec,: Alen Dems 
V’LL FORGET YOU 
2. HOLD ME CLOSE TO YOU .......... veeeees Billy Eckstine 
IF THEY ASK ME 
3. WHAT IS THIS THING CALLED LOVE........Fran Warren 
- WISH YOU WERE HERE 
4. HIGH NOON ...... DP repesbserecece Bill Hayes 
PADAM PADAM 
S. Fenceety Speer (ccveeldesies David Bate 
ALL THE THINGS YOU ARE 
RCA VICTOR 
1. WISH YOU WERE HERE ..............++.++-Eddie Fisher 
THE HAND OF FATE 
Os CP its. sid, Sidi de pd thnes Malin Vishes 
JUST A LITTLE LOVIN’ 
3. SOMEDAY ......... UUUEE, .caearesstoveretee Hany Marta 
LUNA ROSSA 
| 4. A FULL TIME JOB ........ oe ance ae Ares 
| SHEPHERD OF MY HEART 
ae ee ee ..Hugo Winterhalter 


SOMEWHERE ALONG THE WAY 
Dee iliasaescstl 
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RISIS SEEN FOR ICE SHOWS 





- AGVA, Agents Org Draw Battle Lines 
This Week On Franchise Situation 


Battle lines between the Amer-+¢ 
ican Guild of Variety Artists and 
Artists Representatives Assn. will 
be drawn tightly this week. Issues 
around which the vaude perform- 
ers union and the agency organi- 
zation will fight the battle of fran- 
chises will be made known after 
tomorrow (Thurs.), when ARA will 
hold a confab of its Board of Gov- 
ernors in the afternoon and a 
membership meeting at the Hotel 
Astor, N. Y., in the evening. 

Controversy stems from the reso- 
Jution passed at the recent AGVA 
convention calling for issuance of 
free franchises to qualified agents 
directly through the union at no 
cost. Under the present setup, 
AGVA franchises cost non-associa- 


tion member $50. If obtained 
through ARA or a similar agency 
group, union licenses are issued 
at no cost. Theory behind that 
move is that the organization will 


save the union the costs of policing 
(Continued on page 52) 





Lawrence Rodeo Fails 
To Play Date in Ohio 


New Philadelphia, O., July 22. 

Firemen were hot here last Wed- 
nesday (16), but not because of a} 
fire. 

The firefighters were sponsoring 
the Lawrence Rodeo at Dover 
Fairgrounds, they thought. They 
had $1,200 from an advance sale 
of tickets, minus 35% that had 
been turned over to advance 
agents for the show. But the rodeo 
failed to arrive. A check revealed 
that the same troupe failed to ap- 
pear as scheduled at Athens, O., 
and Parkersburg, W. Va., on the 
previous Sunday and Saturday. 











Strange Bedfellows 
Fort Wayne, July 22. 
The Ringling Bros.-Barnum 
& Bailey Circus will appear in 
Fort Wayne Aug. 12. 
It will appear under spon- 
sorship of the Fort Wayne 
Philharmonic Society, 





Hilton’s Grosvenor 
(London) Dicker And 
Other European Hostels 


Hilton Hotels may 
Management of the 
House, London. Under a deal now 
being proposed, Charles Clore, of 
Princess Investments, Ltd., would 
take over the common stock of the 
hotel valued at 500,000 pounds at 
six shillings per share. Current 
market value of the stock is now 
three shillings and three pence. 

If this proposal is accepted by 
the Grosvenor House, Clore would 
turn the inn over to the Hilton 
Hotels International, a wholly 
owned Hilton Hotel Corp. subsidi- 
ary, for management. 

Hilton International will also 
manage the Castellana Hilton, 
Madrid, which will be opened late 
this year, and the Istanbul Hilton, | 
Turkey, on which building con- | 
tracts are still to be given. 


Clore also heads a_ syndicate 
which is arranging for financing 
of a new 650-room inn to be built 
on Portman Square, London, 





take over 
Grosvenor 


“Ice Follies,” 





which, upon completion, will also 
be managed by Hilton. ‘ 


i. 


‘STRONG RIVALRY 
AMONG 7 TROUPES! 


Current season is expected to be | 
a critical year for ice shows. The 
stiff competition from five concerns 
having seven icers is 
cause a battle of survival among 
the various outfits. 


The Sonja Henie show is an| 
added factor that will upset pre- 
vious understandings as to the di- 
vision of territory. 


As it now stands, the competing 
forces will be the “Hollywood Ice 
Revue,” produced by Arthur M. 
Wirtz; Arena Managers. Assn., 
which produces “Ice Capades” and 
“Ice Cycles’; George Tyson, with 
“Holiday on Ice” and “Ice 
Vogues”; the Shipstads & Johnson 
and the Henie display. 

Miss Henie is starting the season 
Sept. 11 in Chicago, 
Wirtz, and will wind up in New 
York at the armory at 6lst & Co- 
lumbus Ave., two days before the 
Wirtz outfit is slated to go into 


(Continued on page 52) 




















5746 Talent Deal By 


MCA For Cal. State Fair | 


| several weeks of theatres, the Chez | 


Sacramento, July 22. 

Music Corp. of America 
a deal with the State of California 
to provide entertainment at the 


| State Fair for $57,500. Tony Martin 


will be top act for the first half 
of the 10-day fair, which opens 
Aug. 28. Xavier Cugat’s band will | 
play the last five days, along with | 
a variety show. 

MCA will pay for the two shows 
while California will dig up $12,- 
500 for stagehands, $6,800 for ad- 


ditional musicians and $11,000 for | 


costumes, lighting and scenery. 





| 


likely to 


| 





ahead of | 


| George. A. 


|of the stand 


| 
| 


closed | 








\Cuba, Too, Now Gets Taste of Those 
Dog-Day Yank Pesos; Niteries Boom 





Gloria Jean Booked 
For Versailles, N. Y. 


Gloria Jean, former child screen | 
star, will play her first nitery date 
at the Versailles, N. Y., starting 
Aug. 13. 

Miss Jean last played New York 
j}at the Capitol Theatre some years 
| ago. 


Kitty Kallen Pays Off 
Steel Pier on Date To | 








Tour With Martin-Lewis | 


Singer Kitty Kallen last week 
got out of an Aug. 24 date at the 
Steel Pier, Atlantic City, when she | 
paid the Pier $560 which operator | 


Hamid stated was the | 


cost of advertising her. She was in | 


at $1,000 for five days. 
Miss Kallen asked to be let out | 
after contract had 
been signed because of a chance 
to tour with the Dean Martin & 
Jerry Lewis show. Latter will play 


Paree, Chicage, and possibly 10 
one-night concert stands. 





M&L Set Troupe 
Dallas, July 22. 

Martin & Lewis, heading a va- 
riety show in State Fair Auditori- 
|um during the State Fair of Texas, 
| Oct. 4-19, have set two of the 
| seven supporting acts—Kitty Kal- 
len, vocalist, and the Step Bros., 
dancers. Comic team will bring in 
Dick Stabile, their old standby, to 
front a 24-piece pit band for 24 





| performances in 16 days. 


| Yanks. 


| turing the color, 
;}sensuousness of 


By JAY MALLIN 


Havana, July 15. 
With hundreds of Americans 


pouring into Cuba weekly by plane 
and boat, the island is in the midst 
of a new development in recent 
years: a summer tourist season. 
Last year niteries were caught 
short by the unexpected influx of 
tourists during what had previous- 
ly been a “dead” season. This year 
a colorful carpet of entertainment 
has been unrolled. 


The Casino Nacional is closed, 
but the Big 3 nightciubs appear 
sufficient to take care of the 
Undoubtedly the best show 
in town is Sans Souci’s Afro-Cuban 
number, “Sun Sun Babae.” Cap- 

weirdness and 
voodoo ritual, it 
has emotional impact far greater 


|}than that usually created by a 
|nightclub number. unfortunately 
for business, the show’s  blood- 
|curdling screams and _ frenzied 


writhings do not encourage drink- 
ing. 

Los Xey (5) star at Tropicana, 
playing and singing catchy Span- 
ish tunes. Ana Gloria & Rolando 
put on one of the best mambo 
acts to be seen here. One of the 
main attractions at Tropicana is 
the fact that its tables are within 
a glass-enclosed arch which is air- 
conditioned, a pleasant arrange- 


| ment during hot summer nights. 


Montmartre 

Montmartre, the only one of the 
Big 3 conveniently located within 
the main area of the city, has Ern- 
esto Bonino and Tina de Mola 
(both Italian) starring. Their 
duets combine humor and good 
(Continued on page 52) 
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America’s 
| Premiere 
Comedienne 


MISS 








Personal Management: 


HAROLD E. KNOX 
150 So. Kenter Ave. 
W. Los Angeles 49, Calif. 








Thauks, Fellas’ —J'ue Never Been Happier / 


“AN ALL-TIME SMASH!" —Joe Faber, Manager of the Biltmore Bowl. 


HOLLYWOOD REPORTER: 
“Irene Ryan was nothing less than 
socko. Her act would make a 
terrific hit in any of the top 
niteries in the country.” 


LOS ANGELES TIMES: 

“Irene Ryan proved herself a 
juvenile Sophie Tucker at her 
Biltmore Bowl opening. Five cur- 
tain calls dispelled any doubt as 
to the audience’s acceptance of 


VARIETY: 

“Miss Ryan is a competent comedi- 
enne and a forthright mimic, whose 
simulated sadness is her sock-in- 
trade.” 


“Miss 





IRENE RYAN 


Now at the BILTMORE BOWL, Los Angeles 


Motion Pictures: 


SID GOLD 


her.” 


LOS ANGELES MIRROR: 
Ryan is a seasoned performer and 
opening night pewholders rewarded her efforts 
with heavy palm-pounding.” 


LOS ANGELES HERALD & EXPRESS: 
“Irene has a flock of good material, 
really socks the audience with her oldtime 
songs.” 





Public Relations: 
HENRY ARNSTEN 
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*And to you, Bud Overbeck—many thanks! 
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British Act Union Nearing Quota 


Agreement on U. 


London, July 22. | fixed high percentage. This claim| 


After behind-the-scenes cam- 
paign which has been going on for 
more than two years, the introduc- 
tion of a quota for British cabaret 
artists in London niteries is now 
though to be in sight. An agree- 
ment is expected to be concluded 
within the next month or two. 

The Variety Artists Federation, 
which has been leading the agita- 
tion, has met with constant opposi- 
tion from nitery and cafe operators 
through their trade organization, 
the Hotel and Restaurant Assn. 
When negotiations were deadlocked 
last year, the union appealed to 
the Ministry of Labor to use its 


conciliation machinery to keep the | 


talks going, and representatives of 
the Ministry have taken part in 
some of the subsequent discussions. 

Although it’s known that the 
VAF was seeking a quota of be- 
tween 40° and 50% for British 
performers, it’s considered likely 
that they will agree to a compro- 


mise settlement, in view of the}! 


claim by nitery managements that 
the employment of British musi- 
cians should be regarded as party 
of the live entertainment offered 
and should count against a direct 
quota. 


Main resistance to establishment | 


of a quota has been the contention 
that there are not sufficient name 
cabaret attractions to sustain a 


§, Cafe Performers 


‘has been actively challenged by 

the union, which recently inserted 
| a full-page advertisement in its of- 
| ficial organ, The Performer, apply- 
ing for details of available cabaret 
talent. It has, as result, compiled 
a list which it claims is sufficiently 
| strong to support its case. It’s un- 
derstood that details of around 200 
acts were received in response to 
| the appeal. 


Imposition of a quota wouldn’t| 
necessarily require governmental | 


approval if agreement was reached 
between all parties. Minister of 
Labor would only intervene if the 
talks broke down and the govern- 
ment wanted to take independent 
action. 





Wrestling Rassles Heat 
As Mpls. B. O. Outstander 


Minneapolis, July 22. 

While pix, baseball, fights and 
other entertainment regularly on 
tap almost literally continue to 
starve here, once-a-week wrestling 
shows in the municipal Auditorium, 
the only amusement to prosper lo- 
cally over the past two years and 
still attracting record-breaking pat- 
ronage, is running through the 
|summer for the first time in its 
10-year history. 

Crowds have been holding up at 
the fall-winter rate of 6,000 to 9,506 
a show. 




















VARIETY, July 2nd 
number. It's a dramatic item.” 


VARIETY, July 16th 
“Arnold Shoda continues to hit 
and graceful skating ballet.“ 


Thanks to 
SAM RAUCH 
and the Rexy Theatre Mgt. 





SKATING 


ARNOLD SHOD 


CURRENTLY 34 0 XY NEW YORK 


THEATRE 


Return Engagement—3rd Season 


“Shoda gives a superlative demonstration of ice stepping te a bolero 


- <a 





SH HY = 


Herm. 


excellent mittings with his intricate 
Jose. 


Personal Mgt. 
ANGIE BOND 
461 Audubon Ave. 
New York City WA. 3.5242 


| 
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| : % eo erate 
| DIOSA COSTELLO 
Starring in Frank Sennes’ 
“Mardi Gras-in Rio” 
| Opening July 29th, Desert Inn 
Las Vegus 
Winchell says “Tops” 
| Personal Management 
JACK BERTELL 
4 West 58th Street, N. Y. 


PL $-5260 





| bsciik Ciliase Sila 
| ‘Atomic Show’ Atomized 


| In Canton-VFW Blowup 


| Canton, O., July 22. 
| The “Atomic Fair’ combination 
of Denise Darcel, Jerry Colonna, 
| Danny Daniels, Joe Louis, the ex- 
heavy champ, and Cetlin-Wilson 
shows was atomized here last week. 
Sponsored by VFW Post 693, the 
| bill was scheduled for six days at 
| Stark County fairgrounds, at a gate 
'of 75c for adults, 35c for young- 
ster. It lasted two days. And on 
| Thursday (17), Mayor Carl Wise 
| revoked the permit of the Cetlin- 
— shows, sole remainder of 
the original triple-feature event. 
| After slim crowds Monday and 
| Tuesday, the vets group was unable 
‘to meet the $1500 daily-at-noon 
payroll for the boxer and hadn’t 
| enough in anticipation to take care 
'of the $7,500 package of Darcel- 
| Colonna, et al, booked in by MCA. 
| Although Louis waived $500 to 








| 





MCA on the second day, to help | 


pay the entertainers, the steel 
| strike plus an anticipated walkout 
iat Timken Roller Bearing, the 
| city’s largest employer—and a cen- 
| sorship slapdown on the midway by 
city safety director Stanley Cmich 
|—were too much for the boxoffice. 
A light rain, excessively hot weath- 
/er for this area and inadequate pre- 
liminary promotion didn’t help 
either. 

Originally the to-do included an 
atomic exhibit to be presented by 
industrial companies and Govern- 
ment agencies. Thus the name, 
“Atomic Fair” — but the exhibit 
never appeared. 
| The carnival was toned down 
after the mayor and Cmich visited 
the midway opening night, found 
gambling and girl shows they 
thought were not in step with their 
“cleanup” policy inaugurated when 
the present Republican administra- 
tion took office Jan. 1. 

Both patter and clothing of the 
girlie attractions were censored— 
although during the winter, the 
city’s only burlesk house, the State, 
plays strippers sans anything. 


|ROGER 
CARNE 


Novelty Ventriloquist 
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THEATRE ROYAL 
Dublin, treland 





Direction 
WM. MORRIS AGENCY 




















IN THE HEART OF CHICAGO'S LooP 
near the Chicago, Harris, Selwyn and 
Erlanger Theatres, and adjacent to all 
television stations it’s the 


| RANCROFT HOTEL 


89 W. Randolph St. Franklin 2-4740 
Special Rates for Show Folk 
Newly Decerated New Menagement 








‘Skating Vanities’ 
Sues Trucking Co. 
For German Snarls 


Heat Melts Biz 
With the cast of “Skating Vani- lh N. \ 4 Niteries 


ties” safely hom: from Germany, The long-running heat \ 
and the show’s equipment loaded | melted New York's cafe business 


i the U. S., suit has| COMSiderably and has slowed tp 
for 4 tip to & sus tourist flow. Town heats a 


ave has 





been started in Frankfurt against spurt with the Elks’ Ps etl: heavy 
Schenker & Co., German truckers, | week, but most of this | ~- last 
to determine the liability for the! peared with the Present "hone 
difficulties which beset the com-| temperatures. _ 
pany in the Russian Zone of Ber- The Latin Quarter } 
an. Fe | but not to as great an ¢ Pat. 
“Vanities”. was fined about/some of the other cnn. re? 
$21,000 by the Russian authorities | Riviera, Ft. Lee. N ae lhe 
for alleged smuggling of souvenirs | sjowed down as ae . las also 
by various members of the com-| cabana, Havana-Madrid n, Copa- 
pany. Russians released the show’s The. recently 2 rs 
equipment, but held two trucks | @ocing "at pe yo = French 
owned by Schenker & Co., for| che. its o ee —s y 
Security. ‘Vanities’ attorney Sam res mel Pit evel 4 It busi- 
Shayon posted a $25,000 bond with | 60% of seeaanin eee ot 0% te 
a New York bank, and winner of | is ust. nelson ane se sens figure 
the suit will get the coin. Coin | sthered y re profit, but it’s 
was transferred to Frankfurt. | COmS'Gered a fairly healthy sign 


Bond covers the fine and extra| ‘™ View of the heat and the general 


storage and handling charges. | State of business. 

The equipment was being held! _.. me 
by Schenker until the fine was Pitt Cafe Mer. Beaten. 
paid However, upon Shayon’s a4 6 ‘ 
| threat of suit, firm released the Robbed of $1,300 Receipts 
equipment. Troupe planed for the | Pittsburgh, July 22 
U. S. Friday but was forced down; Melvin Ackerman, manage; f 
in the Azores and arrived in the | Lenny Litman’s Copa was Yedie 
U. S. Sunday. Harold Steinman,|pbeaten up and _ hospitalized ‘last 
|show’s producer, remained with| Wednesday morning (16 “by we 
the equipment in order to supet-|thugs who grabbed the previens 
| vise its loading. He arrived in the | night’s receipts of around $1300 
|U. S. yesterday (Tues.). He re-| from him and then es: aped 
ported that some items were miss- He was attacked on his \ toth 
\¢ Swavytoth 
aay | bank to make a deposit and sina 

The cast went on to Asbury ging he got from the pair noone. 
Park to start rehearsals for the| citated 52 stitches in his head and 
new edition of the show, which | ..vera) others around tl a 
opens Aug. 1 at Convention Hall |, ane the sace 

nn 


there. 


‘GUY MITCHELL, ROBBINS 


' CLICK IN LONDON VAUDE 


London, July 22. 
U. S. singer Guy Mitchell, mak- 
|ing his Palladium bow yesterday 
|(Mon.) preemed to a top reception, 
| building all the way. He had to 
| beg off. Columbia disker was 
|smartly routined and his songs 
|were enhanced by excellent back- 
igrounding from the George 
| Mitchell singers. 
























THE GUARDSMEN 
Opening Latin Quarter 
New York Aug. 29th 

Comedian Archie Robbins scored 


| Comedian : (650 Bway, Now York NY 
|a clicko with a polished comedy 


|routine which got a spontaneous|;= * = *= s«* ses e@ ea «= 


reaction. i WI “Best comepy ! 
Others on this two-week bill in- OUT NOW! BITS.” A_ Book 
: § of Comedy for TV, Vodvil and Night 
clude comic George Martin, Paul- . Club Entertainers Containing Mono- 4 
=e yaa ballet, adagio dancers 0 toques, Sketches. and Pantomimicry. 
va Ni ‘arong ; 
act aad Madinee J arona, trapeze | a. GUY VISK WRITING ENTERPRISES 
’ edlock & Mariow, who ; i 
show masks of various pers li 4 12 Liberty Street Troy, N. Y. 
ties. oral (The Mirthplace of Show Bir) a 


—EE ° wv aameeeese es = = = 


























eatemenanees 


Thank You, and God Bless You 


— JIMMY 
DURANTE 


For 5 Wonderful and | 
Prosperous Weeks 








aati 





The Busboys, Waiters, 
Captains, Headwaiters, 

| Chefs, Kitchen Help, | 
| Butchers, Bartenders, 

| The Girls in the Office, 


The Press Department, 
and—The Bosses 


CHEZ PAREE 


(CHICAGO) | 
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Wednesday, 








upeatured was yonely the ™ ica clown whose 
antics had the audience weak with javgnter- yonely 
s an artist in the Herb williams and victor Borge 
qradition. 
wyonely appears in 
tongs coat hat might 
Gaucho master of © 
tiny: pint-sized instry 
plays during ® c 
crossfire. 
wpe has vi t 
ant and the a n 
vier er an r ¢ and . ers 
audience 5 Pp c 
Spanish Re erm opably ed that F 
@ tove t . in MS he $ ides in rted jangvages 
n for He Ww d uP most versatile m 
ose ren t ce on * Blue m 
Or massacrin ” went to ® pint-size a 
te Robbins’ piano with 
—New Orleans states, 


yittering, 
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OPENING A 
UGUST 1 

E ’ FOR TWO 

DDY'S, KANSAS CITY 


ASSO Erciusive Monagemen! 
CIATED BOOKING CORPORATION 


- A 
SLASER aia 


New -_ 
ie. 
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singing. The acrobatic Atomics are 
also on the bill. 

The lesser night spots seeking 
tourist trade offer dark rooms 
(“atmosphere”), mediocre local 
talent (over-age thrushes and styl- 
ized rhumba dancers), and high 
prices for watered liquor (the 
Colonial charges $1.50 for the first 
drink—no matter what it is). Not 
necessarily catering to tourists, 
but providing genuine ‘atmos- 
phere,” are the string of niteries 
near the beach in Marianao. Penn- 
sylvania, Panchin and others rare- 
ly provide any kind of show, but 
small bands provide unadulterated 
rhumbas and mambos, and the 
poorer class of people who go 
there put on spectacles of unadul- 
terated dancing. The liquor, un- 
fortunately, is adulterated. 

For 25c the tourist can also see 
uninhibited rhumbaing at the 


Academia, a dance emporium on | 
Galiano St. For dimes he can try | 


dancing with one of the “host- 
esses.” The only drawback to the 
Academia is the fact that, since 
hundreds are crowded together in 


Cuba’s Tourist Influx. 


Continued from page 49 














PATRICE JAN 


HELENE and HOWARD 


Currently 
LAST FRONTIER HOTEL 


Las Vegas, Nev. 
Dir.: M.C.A. 
Per. Mgt. TOM SHEILS 


























of life in Cuba. Havana’s to-hell- 
with - passengers - and - pedestrians 
bus systems were recently cutting- 
ly caricatured. ° 

Music-lovers can attend an oc- 
casional free band concert given 
‘old. barn-like rooms, there is aj|by the Havana Municipal Band, 
bit of a smell and quite a bit of | directed by Gonzalo Roig. Heavier 
| heat. fare is provided by the Pro-Arte 

The legitimate theatre is virtual- Musical Society, sponsors of con- 
ly non-existent, although the old | certs by the Havana Philharmonic 
|Marti Theatre and the new Blan- | Orchestra, which has no regular 
| quita occasionally put on legit | director. The Society brings from 
shows. Usually, however, these two|the U. S. guest conductors and 
have fairly good vaudeville or bur- | performers. Tickets are difficult to 
lesque. obtain, since members of the so- 

The Shanghai Theatre has a_| ciety usually get them all. 
nightly three-hour show which is | Alicia Alonso, Cuba’s top baller- 
almost entirely burlesque in its/ina, puts on infrequent perform- 
nakedest form. Vaudeville and /| ances with her troupe. 
mass strip acts alternate with| Ranging from ballet to burlesque, 
scenes from risque plays only | Havana is prepared to put on any 
slightly more clothed than the out- kind of show a Yankee away from 
and-out strips. In the latter the home might desire—and a few he 
girls take everything off except a/| might never have heard about. 


transparent G-string, in deference ital eae 
AGVA Agents | 


to the law. 
Continued from page 49 aaa 

















Seattered Bars 


Scattered throughout Havana 
|are old famous and infamous bars, 

















ones, , 
and a whole crop of new ‘ones agents and the group would main- 





all of which provide music via , p ana ere 
| jukeboxes. These bars vary from | tain discipline in its own ranks. 
| the smoke-filled, not-so-clean ones With issuance of free franchises, 
| downtown (Dirty Dick’s, Johnny’s) | ARA will have to assess member- 
ito the more genteel ones uptown | ship due to its agent-members. The 
(Mocambo, Tally-Ho, Turf Club). | $50 franchise cost is the member- 
| Prices are low. | ship fee in the organization. 
None of the Havana hotels has} ARA members feel that the 

a cabaret, although almost all have | union is seekiffg to destroy their 
bars. The Hotel Varadero-Interna- | organization so that AGVA can im- 
a ~ -- Phe grind resort A aaery | pose its Semone directly upon each 
of Varadero had its own cabaret. | agent. ithout an organization, 
| Only the Hotel Presidente in Hav- | they believe, individual percenters 
foes gag og moyen wae be petplens against any union 
|help ease drin own, | onslaught. 

'is no dancing. Liquor prices at | ARA’s Aid to AGVA 


‘the hotels are in direct ratio to . k : 

the cost of rooms. (Notwithstand- | ARA was instrumental in helping 
|ing the summer tourist season, ho- | AGVA achieve its present strength. 
| Agents say that in AGVA’s forma- 


|tel rates are much lower in sum-/|)-> . 
/mer than in winter. A room at the | tive days, ARA members forced 


| P aro nd | Performers into the union ranks 
beg bay apehey Fay roune|\ by telling the acts that they 


Havana film theatres show Hol-| Couldn't be booked unless they 


are aid-up members in the 
lywood films almost entirely, with were pal - ’ 
a sprinkling of Furopean, Mexican rer Rainy recalcitrants were 
and Argentine flickers. The two | *OPCee into ine. 
top theatres, American and Radio-| On the other hand, AGVA 


centre, usually also have excellent 
shows. San Souci’s “Sun Sun 
Babae” is currently playing at the 
American simultaneously. 
centro has a corps of ballet which 


amusingly parodies various facets 
a oie AEE LCL LECT BART A AS LEN A 









WORLD'S GREATEST COMEDIAN 


(Except im Asia, Africa, Australia, 
Europe and the Americas) 












spokesmen declare that the origi- 
nal purposes of the Rule A, origi- 
| nal agreement between AGVA and 


Radio- | ARA, was to police agents, elimi- 


nate unethical practices within the 
trade and to provide a code of fair 

















Continental Variety Favorites 
Just Completed 
4 Weeks ALPINE VILLAGE, Cleveland — 
3 Weeks LOOKOUT HOUSE, Covington 
2 Weeks CAL-NEVA LODGE, Lake Tahoe 
July 29--4 Weeks DESERT INN, Las Vegas 
Aug 28--2 Weeks MAPES HOTEL, Reno 


Thanks to FRANK SENNES 
Management, LEON NEWMAN, 48 W. 48th St#., New York 





practice, heart of which was ar- 
| bitration between both organiza- 
| tions. Same purpose was strength- 
| ened with Rule B, which succeeded 
| Rule A, 

However, it’s pointed out that 
under present practices, the origi- 
nal purposes of the present fran- 
chise system and agency agree- 
ments has been nullified. Instead of 
ARA-policing its members, the or- 
| Zanization has become an instru- 
/ment of »rotecting its members 


when violating franchise agree- |: 


ments. ARA, it’s charged, has no 
setup to police its members, except 
‘in N. Y. Memberships in other 
cities flout AGVA regulations, and 
ARA does nothing to police them, 
it’s contended. 


Union cited the case of a Florida | 


agent, against whom the union has 
been trying to get an arbitration 
for more than a year. It’s been 
unsuccessful and, meantime, agent 
has been charged with three more 
violations. Because of the fact that 
the AGVA-ARA procedures force 
arbitrations on a national level, 
local AGVA reps can do nothing 
but sit by, helpless, and watch 
agents pile up _ violations, it’s 
stated. 
said it was trying to get an ar- 
bitration on a San Francisco viola- 
tion for more than a year. 

Union believes that it will do a 
better job of policing on its own 
without violating rights of indi- 
vidual agents. 


— 





In another case, AGVA | 









Continued from page 49 cou 


Madison Square Garden, Jan, 20. 
However, Miss Henie will be pre- 
ceded in New York by “Ice Ca- 
pades,” which opens at the Garden 
Sept. 9. ; 

Entry of Miss Henie into the 
icer sweepstakes may wipe out any 
prior understanding among the ‘ice 
impresarios. None of the agree- 
ments was in writing, but there 
had been an understanding on di- 
vision of territory and dates which 
made it possible for all shows to 
prosper. 

A factor that makes the present 
situation all the more precarious 
lies in the fact that all the shows 
have favorite dates in which it’s 
virtually guaranteed a heavy profit. 
Thus a show which does well in 
Boston in November will play 
Providence, New Haven, Spring- 
field, ete., even at a loss just so 
that it can hit Boston at the right 
time. However, if it has to share 
money in the Hub because of in- 
vasion of an icer previous to the 
stand which was formerly exclu- 
sive, an entire series of playdates 
in New England becomes unprofit- 
able. 

Every show is now faced with a 
situation of that kind, and it’s seen 
that the elimination of a few fa- 
vored dates may turn the forth- 
coming season into a financial fail- 
ure for some shows. All this to- 
gether with comparatively bad 
business conditions around the 
country is giving ice show opera- 
tors a severe case of jitters. 


Saranac Lake 


By HAPPY BENWAY 


Saranac, N. Y., July 22. 
All night spots are going full 
| blast in this vicinity, town being 
 wrereremaes with _vacationists. 

Among.the niteries getting top 
|play are Durgan’s, Schroeter’s, 
Swiss Chalet, Fitzgeralds’ and The 

Birches. Only Durgan’s, Swiss 
; Chalet and The Birches use live 
music, the balance use canned 
stuff. 

Stanley Nelson, radio and TV 
actor, beat his observation period. 
Ditto Joe (UA) Phillips, who has 
seen too much of the bed routine. 

Robert Lewis Dutton, manager 
of Sunset Theatre, Southern Pines, 
|N. C., bedsided by his frau, who 
planed in for a weekend chat and 
look see. She found him gaining. 

Edwin Rowland, former Broad- 
way production manager, left with 
an all-clear. He beat the rap in 18 
months. 

_Ray (Loew's) McCarthy ended 
his six months of strict observation 
by being skedded for surgery. Boy 
has staged an ace comeback. 


(Write to those who are ill). 
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- Wednesday, July 23, 1959 


|SENNES ‘PFEP SHOW 9 
TO 166; OVERHEAD 


Frank Sennes’ “Pee 
P Show" 
the Holiday, N, Y,, is slated tg 
$16,000 for the Second week 
ing tonight (Wed.), Show dig 
on its preem. Cast j ’ 
minus Alan Carney and Ving 
lin is Slated to leave tonight 
nes will cut overhead with 
moves. Sketches wil a 
acts. 


Although show Originally wac 
signed to start hownes 
at $18,000, nut has been a. 
to some extent by a new deal y 
house owner Israel Zatkin, wh 
calls for a share in the ree 
from the first dollar Senney’ 
is lowered considerably with { 
move. 

ew is slated to get aj 
version of ‘Follow the ” 
Willie Shore in the Ae 
mid-August. If present lay 
doesn’t last long, it’s expected tj 
an abbreviated version of “sj 
and Garter” will go in. 0; 
show slated for this spot is 4 
Diosa Costello unit, which js - 
rently playing the Cal-Neva Lodd 
Lake Tahoe, Nev. 

Sennes was originally slated 
display “Peep Show” in a ten; 
Wildwood, N. J., but move | 
nixed by city officials there. 


— 
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Now Appearing 


Germany 
American Rep. WM. MORRIS AGE 
TAVEL-MAROUANI AGENCY, PAf 


“A eR: 


GREAT SINGING ACT 





Held Over—Now in 6th Week 
DUNES CLUB 


Virginia, Beach, Va. 
Mgt. AL GROSSMAN, R.K.0. Bidg., N. ¥. 








BARNES 


BALLET ON WIRE” 


n Engagement 


XY 


YORK 


Direction: SAM RAUCH, New York 
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“Extremely good dancers 
timed and well executed . 


ment... Graceful and 
Original .. ." 


“Receive lively applause . 


much originality." 





Dir.: LARRY GENGO 


“Young artists ... dance with freshness 


Jacques Trepani 


pretation of the square dance is outstanding --° 
R. 


«JOHNNY AND JUNE BELMONT... SET A TORRID PACE.. 


Good looking with bunches of personality ... left first nighters hollering * 


Bruce Taylor, The Herald. 
. . . routines are carefully 
H. W., The Garette. 
and entrance 


i ll studied « « 
finished, lh i Patrie. 


Inte 
ver 


C., Le Canada. 


. . Original dances .-- 


Just Concluded Return Engagement 


“CHEZ PAREE, Montreal” 


FRANK SENNES AGCcyY. 
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CARLTON and KARROL 
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‘ Miami Hotels’ Summer Biz Dips 
15-25% From Last Year's High 


Miami Beach, July 22. 

Despite heavy influx of tourists 
in this area in recent weeks—ac- 
cording to airlines and railroads— 
Miami and Miami Beach hotels are 
come 15 to 25% off from last year's 
record summer season, with a 
good many hotels and cafes affect- 
ed. Answer lies in fact that heavy 
upsurge of motels along the high- 
ways leading into the twin-resort 
cities is drawing off the percent- 
age figured, via lower rates and 
new buildings-swimming pools and 
beaches. With it most of the tour- 
ists are heavily conscious of dol- 
lar values, 

Added factor leading to loss of 
trade was tendency of many Beach 
hoteliers to limit the lower-priced 
rooms, thanks to last year’s record 
take and over-confidence that 
“they'll come back again.” 

Along cafe row, only the several 
oceanfront hotels featuring name 
acts are doing healthy biz. Other 
spots are off. 

The leaders are going all out in 
bidding for the type of acts they 
are booking now. Jackie Miles, nor- 
mally a winter season powerhouse, 























COMEDY MATERIAL 


For All Branches of Theatricals 


‘sows FUN-MASTER 


GLASON’S 
THE ORIGINAL SHOW BIZ GAG FILE 
(The Service of the Stars) 

35 ISSUES $25 
First 13 Files $7.00. All 35 issues $25.00 


s 
Singly: $1.05 Each IN SEQUENCE Only 
(Beginning with No. 1—No Skipping) 


3 Bks. PARODIES fr book $10 @ 
§ MINSTREL BUDGET $25 @ 
e 4 BLACKOUT BKS., ea. bk. $25 @ 
HOW TO MASTER THE CEREMONIES 

(reissue), $3.00 
GIANT CLASSIFIED ENCYCLOPEDIA 
OF GAGS, $300. Worth over a thousand 
NO C.O.D.’S 


BILLY GLASON 


200 W. 54 St., New York 19 Dept. V 
Circle 7-1130 

















. NOW 
9th Return nt HoT! 


SHOREHAM HOTEL 
WASHINGTON, D. C. 


Qe ogy wr ee 
Grant’s Riviera 
RESTAURANT AND BAR 
158 W. 44 St., New York LU 2-4488 
WHERE SHOWBUSINESS MEETS 


* TALENT CONTEST * 
MONDAY NIGHTS 


Prize: Professional Engagement 
Duplicate Prizes Awarded In the Case of Ties 



























WHEN IN BOSTON 


It's the 


HOTEL AVERY 


Avery & Washington Sts. 
The Home of Show Folk 


——— 


is being brought in by Jack Gold- 
man for his Clover Club on Aug. 
6. The hotel run is bidding against 
each other for the type acts in the 
middle-price brackets. And _ for 
the rest, there’s a scramble with 
musical novelties, strippers and 
new faces on chance that one will 
click and bring them in. Repre- 
sentative of this group is the Rock- 
ing Lounge, in mid-Beach, which 
features two colored jazz outfits, 
with a let-your-hair-down, come- 
as-you-are-dressed policy that has 
taken the spot from the red into 
the biggest profitmaker, compara- | 
tively in the area. | 


Chicago Slips To 
One Top Nitery 


Chicago, July 22. 

With the dropping of the enter- 
tainment pelicy at the Blackhawk 
bistro, which has had music and 
floor shows since 1920, the Windy 
City, once the No. 2 amusement 
center in America, second only to 
New York, has dropped to one top 
fulltime nightclub in town. With 
the axing of “Six on a Honey- 
moon,” tab revue there since April 





1, cafe switches tg food program | Tent insurance plan becomes in- 


only Aug. 1. 

Loop spot, cradle of many fa- 
mous bands, changed to revues in 
April, 1950. Don Roth, owner, how- 
ever, said that present union de- 
mands, backed by amusement tax- 
es and other costs, made it im- 
practical to continue with shows. 


City now has only one major 
showcase, the Chez Paree, where 





Joe E. Lewis is currently, and Mar- 
tin and Lewis are set to follow in 
two weeks. There are three hotels 
using acts: one, the Conrad Hilton, 
using ice skating talent exclusive- 
ly; the Palmer House, which uses 
names for nine months, and then | 
a revue of its own for three or | 
four months; and the Edgewater 
Beach, which switched to _ top-| 
drawer fare last fall and intermit- | 
tently did well with such people as 
Hildegarde, Carl Brisson’ and / 
Xavier Cugat, who played the spot 
five times within a year. 

Rest of the inns use just small 
society-type bands. There are one | 
or two clubs with a top entertain- | 
ment budget of possibly $750, but 
the rest of the spots are either 
jazz or strip joints. Within the last | 
year the Vine Gardens dropped 
headline acts for an inexpensive 
revue, and the Balinese Room of 
the Blackstone also gave the ax to 
talent. 

While the “girlie” spots are 
somewhat under wraps due to the | 
political conventions, the same lo- 
cations continue to stay in business 
for years. 

Despite the mouthings that Chi- 
cago has become a weekend town, 
and television has doomed night- 
club business, the jazz spots have 
continued in fine fettle. Blue Note 
in the Loop has been doing very | 
strong business with such .attrac- 
tions as Louis Armstrong, Stan 
Kenton, Muggsy Spanier and the 
like. There are at least 12 joints | 
around town that have dixieland | 
combinations, which seem to have | 
gained a tremendous foothold | 








again here. 




















YVONNE 


NEW 





' | Personal Manager: PHIL OFFIN, 48 W. 48th St., N. Y. 
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OPENING JULY 25th 


RKO PALACE 


5th RETURN ENGAGEMENT 


MANY THANKS TO DAN FRIENDLY 


a ! 


MORAY 








YORK 




















Vogue Room Sets Mitzi 


Cleveland, July 22. 

Mitzi Green is set to start Hol- 
lenden Vogue Room’s fall season 
Sept. 5, for two weeks. 

Room is staying open through 
dog days, with Wally Griffin as 
current show topped, followed by 
Blackburn Twins and Pam Cavan, 
Aug. 7; Carl Ravazza, Aug. 21; Car- 
roll & Gormon, Aug. 28. 


AGVA Bd. to Meet | 


| 


On Insurance Plan 


The American Guild of Variety | 
Artists will hold a special executive | 
board meeting next Monday (28) | 
to discuss the union’s accident in- 
surance problem. Expected to come 
up will be consideration of new 
insurance plans and dropping of 
the Matthew M. Adler Agency as 
the sole broker for the union. 

It’s believed by the union that 
although it passed a resolution last 
January giving Adler the right to 
represent it on its insurance for 
the next three years, fact that the 
plan brought in by Adler will be | 
cancelled in November gives the 
union the right to assign a new 
broker. 

There are several new plans 
under consideration. One of them 
calls for increased benefits for the 
members and others call for a 
similar plan, but with a cheaper 
premium. 

The Adler agency is expected to 
dispute the contention that its ex- | 
clusive is cancelled when the cur- 














operative. 





Plaza Sets Kay Thompson 

Kay Thompson and the Williams | 
Bros. (4) have been signed for the | 
seasonal opening of the Persian 
Room, Plaza Hotel, N. Y., Sept. 18. 

Team is in for four weeks. 


Saratoga Gambling Ban Seen No Bar 
To Successful Season for Turf 


Saratoga Springs, July 22. 

With gambling off the Saratoga 
roster for another summer, this 
resort town is optimistic, never- 
theless, of prospects for a big sea- 
son. Reports on attendance at 
other tracks, and indications of 
top horses running at the meet, 
are a prelude to what is expected 


to be a heavy influx of visitors for | 


the racing season starting Aug. 4. 

Continuation of a special grand 
jury investigation, at the direction 
of Gov. Thomas E. Dewey, into 
gambling and corruption in Sara- 
toga County, indicates that the lid 
will continue. Court of Appeals 
last week unanimously upheld the 
legality of the jury’s selection. The 
top niteries are not expected to be 
open for the second consecutive 
year. 

Last season’s successful meeting 
confounded many who believed the 
gambling probe, the darkened 
nightclubs and other factors would 
adversely affect crowds and wager- 
ing. The 1951 season, as a matter 


of fact, ran well ahead of 1950, 


;even with a rather slow final week, 
| due partly to bad weather. 


| Observers believe that 1952 may 
| duplicate it. The no-off-track-gam- 
| bling ban helped rather than hurt 
{the Saratoga racing. Saratogians, 
| Capital District residents and visi- 
tors had no other place to bet ex- 
|cept at the flat track and the Sar- 
j}atoga Raceway (night harness rac- 
| ing). 
Some of the traditional color 
| disappeared, and the hotels suf- 
fered, but the Union Ave. course 
did well. The same picture is apt 
| to be developed this vear, although 
| no one can be sure until the season 
| opens. 


a 





143G CHI TAX RAP 
Chicago, July 22. 
Federal government last week 
filed tax liens totaling $143,264 
against the Villa Venice nightclub 
lin nearby Northbrook. Liens cov- 
lered 1946-50 period. 





Jackie Green shifted from Mer- 
cury Artists to the Willard Alex- 
ander Agency. 























PALACE, 





The Fabulous Foursome 
THE DAY DREAMERS 


Currently 


Thanques, DAN FRIENDLY and JOE LOMBARDI for Another 
Enjoyable anc! Successful Engagement 


Manag 
HARRY LAWRENCE, 1650 Broadway, New York 


New York 


ement: 
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MEMO: e e 


e TO COLLECTOR OF INTERNAL REVENUE 














HAL BRAUDIS' 
Las Vegas, 


Dear Sirs: 


Recently we have played engagements 


at the 
CIVIC LIGHT OPERA........Pittsburgh, Penn. 
GREEN MANSIONS THEATRE...Warrensburg, N. Y. 
MT. WASHINGTON HOTEL...Bretton Woods, N. H. | 
ARCADY COUNTRY CLUB..........-Hague, N. Y. 
MAPLEWOOD HOTEL..........-Maplewood, N. H. 
MAYFLOWER HOTEL.....-++++++ePrlymouth, Mass. 
LAKE TARLETON CLUB.......+++e--Pike, N. H. 
and soon must head cross country to 
THUNDERBIRD HOTEL in 


Nevada. 








We would like to know this—may 


we list the PULLMAN COMPANY as a de- 
pendent? 


Hopefully, 


Nelle Fisher 
and 


Jerry Rosa 





Personal Management: 


JACK VAUGHAN & 





PEGGIE GATES 
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VARIETY 


Wednesday, July 23. 1959 











Numerals in connection wit 
wheth 


WEEK OF 


Letter in parentheses indicates circult. 
(L) Loew: (M) Moss; (P) Paramount; (R) 





VARIETY BILLS 


JULY 23 


— 


h bills below indicate opening day of show 

er full or split week 

(FM) Fanchon Marco) (1) independent) 
RKO; (S) Stoll; (T) Tivolly (W) Warners 


(WR) Walter Reade 








New York City 
Music Hall (1) 24 
4 Step Bros 
Tom & Jerry 
Corps de Ballet 
Rockettes 
Sym Orc 
Robert Shackleton 
Choral Ensemble 

Palace (R) 21 
Will Mahoney 
L & T Leung 
Norman Brooks 
Parks 
Madge & Karr 
Honey Girls 
Yvonne Moray 
Chester Dolphin 

Paramount (P) 23 


| Spitalny Singers 


| 


} 


} 


| 
‘ 
| 


| Tu-Tones 
| Bobby Wayne 


Roxyettes | Grant Ballet 


Arnold Shoda 
Manuel Del Toro 
Ann Nichols 
Gerry Mahoney 
Blades & Belles 
ATLANTA 
Fox (P) 26 (2) 
Johnnie Ray 
4 Lads 
(Garry 
B & C Robinson 
Wells & 4 Fays | 
CHICAGO 
Chicago (P) 25 


Morton | 


> Errol Garner 3 
E:liot Lawrence Orc | - 
Don Cornell Toni Arden 
Mickey Deems | WASHINGTON 
4 Evans Capitol (L) 24 
Trudy Richards Billy Jean Lambert 
Roxy (!) 25 Gieria Jean | 
Tony Bennett Jackie Kannon | 
Phil Fosier Martin Bros 
AUSTRALIA 
MELBOURNE {Babs Mackinnon 


Tivoli (T) 21 
Tommy Trinder 
4 Botonds 


Halama & Konarski | 


Prof Oligo 


| 
| 





Rosemury Miller 
June Lansell 
Valerie Keast 
Robert Levis 
SYDNEY 

Tivoli (T) 21 


Carl Ames | Mara & Maurice | 
Royston MacGregor |3 Daresco | 
Harry Moreny | Lowe & Ladd | 
Tony Lamond }Guy Nelson 
Peter | Renita Kramer 
4 Singing Girls | Bouna | 
2 Show Girls | Qverbury & Suzette | 
4 Dancing Boys Sonya Corbesu 
12 Adorables 12 Show Girls 
10 Nudes 
ADELAIDE 6 Boy Dancers & 
Royal (Tv) 21 | Singers 
Jimmy Hanley 12 Ballet 
BRITAIN 
BLACKPOOL | Dixie Rose 


Opera House (1) 21 | Luzita & Lemkow 
| Darban & Wendy 


Lester Ferguson 
Terry-Thomas 
Semprini 
Dandy Bros 
Harry Bailey 
Pamela Kay 
Corps de Ballet 
Regency 8 
Albert Marland 
Magyar Dancers 
20 Tiller Girls 
Roof Top Loveties 
Palace (!) 21 
Lee Lawrence 
Joyce Goulding 
Joe Church 
2 Virginians 
Swan & Leigh 
Irving Kaye 
Estrella Sis 
2 Pirates 
Reggie Redcliffe 
R & M Lamar 


| 
Cooper Twins 
Musical Pardoes 
Dolore Whiteman 
Tele-Belles 

CHISWICK 

Empire (S) 21 
Sam Costa 
Robert Moreton 
Marie Bryant 
Niberco Bros 
Joen Alexis | 
St Denis Bros & B 
Grimaldis 








| 


| Sam 


De Vere Girls 
Georse Elrick 

EAST HAM 
Metropolitan (1) 21 
hern 


| Peggzie Leslie 


1\De Yong & 


Tower Circus (i) 21 


C Cairoti & Paul 

Knie’s Lions & 
Tigers 

Rose Cold 3 

Cherv7i Bros 

Knie's Uorses & 
Zebras 

Regge Sis 

Tosca de Lao 

Knie's Lippizanas 

Jackie Lupescu 

Oliveras 

Knie’s Animal 
Crrousel 

Duncan's Collies 

te Bears 
nie's Baby Ele- 
phants 

Litule Jimmy 

Jimmy Scott 


Delysia 
Vincent Caygill i 
Terry Moore 
Dunn & Grant 
| Gaye & Van 
ennie Sandler | 
| Palace (1) 21 
| David & Lee 
Leslie Adams 
Street Singers 
De Lelo Ballet | 
Leroys 
FINSBURY PARK 
| Empire (M) 21 
|; Arthur Lane } 
| Sohn Mann 
| Deryck Barnes 
Doris Yorke 
GLASGOW 
Empire (M) 21 
| Tony Walsh 
| Pat Kirkwood 
| {ris Sadler 


Anneite’s Circusette | Jackie 


Tower Roof 

Gordens (1) 21 
Stanley Watson 
Jose Del Rio 


Winter G sees 


() 2 
Frasers Harmonic 


o 
Freddie Sales 
Saiici Puppets 
Faye & Tamara 
Billy McCormack 
Kathleen Gray 
Doreen Hinton 
12 Beau Belles 
Ronnie Ronalde 
SOSCOMBE 
Hippodrome (1) 
Whittaker & Law 
BRADFORD 
Alhambra (M) 2 
H & A Ross 
Gwen Liddle 
2 Hamiltons 
Kitty Bluett 
Les Dounos 
G Doonan & Co 
Will Carr & Co 
Billy Thorburn 
Claude Chandler 
BRIGHTON 
Hippodrome (M) 
Gypsy Rose Lee 
Adelaide Hall 
Dick Calkin 
Sentt Sanders 
2 Al‘reros 
Charlie Clapham 
Mack Co 
eg Russell Co 
BRISTOL 
Emnire (') 21 
Alyce Dey 
Jackie Todd 


Baynes & Car cover 


Meltones 
B& B Aduwns 
A:drey Mann 
_ Starr 
’calaires 
Funfair Adorable 
Hippodrome ‘S) 
ns Reader 
red Stone 
Ciiftlord Henry 
Rex Jameson 
Denis Bros 
Kirby & Haves 
Richard Gilbert 
Brvan Bradley 
Ruger Avon 


re Gill 
avid Main 
xTo 
Empress (!) 21 
Kitty Masters 
Chuck O'Neil 
Jimm~ Robbins 
3 imps 
Roy veftries 
Billy Nelson 
£A 
Palace (1) 21 
Terry O'Neil 


21 


wD 
— 


s 


21 


| Michael Bentine 
Rex & Bessie 
Morris & Cowley 
Wilson 
Keppel & Betty 
GRANADA 
| EAST HAM (1) 21 
| Original Peter 
Hine Twins 
Wonder Wheelers 
Ankers & Kay 
} telly Matchett 
Bobu Rao 
Tooting (i) 21 
| Vollaires 
Sensational Kovacs 
| Martin Crosbie 
Kenoldie ros 
Stuart & Cour.neyv 
Cawalani’s Dogs 
GRIMSBY 
Palace (1) 21 
{Danny O'Dea 
4 Maxellos 
Storr Bros 
Conrad Vince 
|} Con Stuart 
Gladys Young 
Bert Childs 
London 3 
Tres Chick Lovelies 
HACKNEY 
Empire (S) 21 
Rhodes & Lane 
Gay Euridge 
Marche & Braun 
Caroline & Richards 
| Denys Hackett 
|; Los Rumbsateros 
Sharron Sis 
LEEDS 
Empire (iA) 21 
Reg Varney 
Peter Dulay 
Fl Granadas & P 
Agnette & Silvio 
Earl & Oscar 
Ballet 


| 








Palace (S$) 21 
Harry Rowson 
lan Hynes 
Joan Price 
Betty Broughton 
Johnnie Critchley 
| Les Zentays 
Jimmy Kidd & J 
| Malvern Models 
| Royalty Girls 
Larry Wi'sen 
Peter Littlewood 

LINCOLN 

Royal (1) 21 

Dennis Lawes 

| Tons Vouchan & P 

| Billy O'Sullivan 

| Sheila Daley 

| George Esco 

} LONDON 
Palladium (™) 21 

{Guy Mitchell 

| Billy Cotton Ore 

Archie Robbins 

George Martin 


| Cawalini’s 


| 
| Joel Gray 
4 
| 


| Eva & Nick 
| Olga Varona 
| Palladium Girls 


Skyrockets Orc 
MANCHESTER 
Hippodrome (S) 21 
Max Wall 
Hutch 
jill Manners 
A & V Farrell 
Doreen & Victor 
Dogs 
Jean Peul 
Palace (M) 21 
Sophie Tucker 
Walthon & 
Dorraine 
Fred Lovelle 
Ganjou Bros & J 
S & M Harrison 


| Forsythe & Semon | 


Eddie Gordon & N 
NEWCASTLE 
Empire (M) 21 

Sugar Chile 

Robinson 

B & J Clyde 

Morecambe & Wise 

Angelos 

Len Young 

3 Saytons 

4 J Powers 

Paula Coutts 

Condons 
NOTTINGHAM 
Empire (M) 21 

Bartleit & Ross 

Kenne Lucas 

Tones & Foss 

Les Symetricals 

Liazee:’l Arabs 

Les Morgan 

Barry O’Brien 


SCUNTHORPE 
Savey (i) 21 

| Tom Moss 

Shenton Harris 

Al Shaw 

Betty Slade 

| De Vere Lovelies 

4 Water Goons 

2 Aqua Maids 

SHEPHERDS BUSH 
Empire (S) 21 

Carroll Levis & Co 

Maria Perilli 

Vogelbein’s Bears 

| Bert Brooks 

Lawman & Joy 

Avril & Irene 
SOUTHAMPTON 
Grand (1) 21 

Neal & Newton 

4 Musical Dereks 

Ford & Belmare 

Winters & Fielding 

Joe Harley 

Phil Lester 

Frederick Owen 

De Vere Girls 
SUNDERLAND 
Empire (M) 21 

Davy Kaye 

Hazel Wilson 

Ken Dorvilles 

Baldwin & Castle 

Reg Darnley 

Caruna & Dodo 

Noreen Barker 

Kaye Leovclies 

SWANSEA 

Empire (M) 21 

Arthur Lucan 

3 Marney Bros 

4 De Lisles 

Macey & Mayne 

Stuart & Gray 

Whiteley Girls 





| 
PORTSMOUTH 
Royal \M) 21 Empire (i) 21 
Mitchell Glee Club | Joe Black 
Jimmy Clitheroe Miriam Pearse 
Karina M & S Davies 
Arthur White Neville Williams 
Vadio & Hertz | Embassy Lovelies 
Sonny Burke | Dorothy Brandon 
Rexanos | Eddie Hart 
Joyce Dancers Bebe Norma 
NEW ZEALAND 
CHRISTCHURCH Phillip Tappin 


Royal (T) 21 
Armand Perren 
3 Faves 
Pat Gregory 
Gert Bijornstad 
Chribi 
‘Iivrika Saary 


Wim De Jong 
Jacques Cartaux 
Tnuwmy Elder 
Joe Whitehouse 
Cusyv Trenholm 
Terry. Scanlon 
Bicx & Myrna 





Cabaret Bills 





NEW YORK CITY 


Birdland 
Count Basie Orc 

Bive Angeli 
Eartha Kitt 
Josh White 
Portia Nelson 
Orson Bean 

Bon Solr 
Mae Barnes 
Hamish Menzeis 
Jimmy Daniets 


|3 Flames 


Norene Tate 
Garland Wilson 
Copacabéens 


Nancy Donovan 


| Galli Galli 
| Clark Bros 


Peter Hanley 


| Rolly Rolls | Betty Johnson 
| 
| 


M Durso Ore 
|F Marti Ore 
El Chico 
| Rosita Rios 

Ruth Vera 
{Ramonita y Leon 
| Los Xey 


| Enrique Vizeano. O 


Eduardo Roy 
| Embers 
Erroll Garner 
| _ French Casino 
| Ginette Wander 
| larry Seguela > 
| Jane Laste 
Laura Tunisi 
| Dominique 
Dassie Bros 
Buddy Clayton 
Gordon Hamilton 
| Vincent Travers 
Havana-Maadrid 
Rene Touzet 
Lupino & Urbino 
jose Curbelo Ore 
Hotel Ambassador 
Jules Lande Ore 
Hotel Astor 
Carmen Cavallaro 
| _ Hotel Biltmore 
| Michael Kent Ore 
Hotel Edison 
| Hlenry 


| Elimar 

Jack Raffloer 

Joan Walden 

} Adrian follini 
Hotel Roosevelt 


Lenny Herman Ore 


Hotel St Regis 
Milt Shaw Ore 
Horace Diary Ore 

Village Barn 
Peesvy Norman 
Teddi King 
Bourbon & Baine 


Jerome Orc 
Hotel New Yorker 
| Bernie Cummins O 
Roymayne & Brent 


Zeb Carver Ore 
Pete Rubino 
Village Vanguard 
Robert Clary 
Sylvia Syms 
Harry Belafonte 
Clarence Wilhams . 
Waldorf-Astoria 
Chavales de Espana 
Trini Reyes 
Emil Coleman Ore 
Mischa Borr Ore 
Hotel Statier 
Elliott Lawrence O 
. . Motel Taft 
Vincent Lopez Ore 
Latin Quarter 
Darvas & Julia 
Royal Ashtons 
Danielle amar 
Steeplechase 
Willie Shore 
Marilyn Ross 
Collette Fleuriot 
Marilyn Hightower 
Andre Philippe 
Art Waner Orc 
La Vie En Rose 
Mel Torme 
Joyce Bryant 
Van Smith Trio 
Riviera 
Zero Mostel 
Georgia Gibbs 
Will Mastin 3 
Amin Bros 
W Nye Ore 
Campo Orc 
Leon & Eddie’s 
Eddie Davis 
Sherry Britton 
Elaine Sutherland 
Rena Foley 
Bobby Byron 
Oliver Ders 
No. 1 Fifth Ave 
Bob Downey 
| Harold Fonville 
| Hazel Webster 
| Old Roumantan 
| Sadie Banks 
} Jackie Phillips 
Larry Marvin 
Joe LaPorte Ore 
D’ Aquila Ore 
Park Sheraton 
| Irving Fields 
| Two Guitars 
Arena Rane 
Elena & Anatole 
Eli Spivak 




















trio | Mischa Usdanoff 


| Michel Michon 
Kostya Poliansky 

Versaities 

| Bernice Parks 

| Emile Petti Ore 
Panchito Ore 

ivel 
| Sal Noble 
' Bob Lee 


M1AMI-MIAMI BEACH 


Bar of Music 
sill Jordan 
David Elliott 
Lee Sherwin 


| Nov-Elites (3) 

Ed May 

Carlyle Havana Re 
Joey Adams 


Al Robinson & Ike Al Kelly 


Van Kirk 
Beachcomber 

Lecuona Boys 

Steve G. ¥s 

Los Romanos 

Alvarde 

Kamova 

Norma Parker 


Selyna Marlove Line 


Frank Stanley Orc 
Milt Fields Ore 
| Gilbert & Kacy 
Casablanca Hotel 
;} Gracie Barrie 
| Jimmy Burns 
Milt Roberts Ore 
Clover Club 


| Tony Lopez Ore 
Deimonico 
Jack Almeda 
Crayton & Lopez 
Carlos & Welisa Or 
Ei Mamba 
George Mann 
Latin-American Re 
Lao & Minerva 
: Five O'Clock 
Harry Richman 
} Martha Rave 


| Kirby Stone Quintet 


| Ben Yost 5 

| Len Dawson Ore 
| Frolic Club 
Senorita Herraro 





| Don Baker Ore 
Henry Taylor 
| Julio & Mae 
Martinique Hotel 
| Manolo & Ethel 
| Danny Yates Ore 
Rose & Paul 
| Vincents 

Carle 


Day & Alva 

| Arne Barnett 3 

| Mother Kelly’s 

| Joe Di Lalla 

|'Terry Swope 

| Doles Dickens 

|The Whispers 

Nautilus Hotel 

Helen Forrest 

The Bradys (2) 

| Freddy Calo Orc 
Paddock Club 

| Iris Adrian 

Flash Lane 

| Rozanne 

Connie Del Monte 

| Ernie Bell Ore 

San Marino Hotel 

Mac Pepper 

The Jesters 
Gaiety Club 

Len E. Ross 

Olga Barrett 

Lori Iris 

Georgia Peech 

Che-Che 

Lynn Clayton 

Gaiety Girls 

Green Hair Girl 

Bob Morris Orc 

Johnina Hotel 

Del Casino 

Yvonne DeLane 


Biackhawk 
Kay Couiter 
Kenny Bowers 
Grant Eastham 
Pat Carroll 
Dave LeGrant 
Barbara Cook 
dariann D’Or 
Carl Sands Ore 
Chez Paree 


| Chez Paree 
Joe E. Lewis 
with 
Joan Barton 
Consolo & Melba 
Johnny Martin 
Chez Adorables @& 


Adele Inge 
Eric Waite 
Diana Grafton 


Ambassador Hote! 


Stuart Wade 
Murray Arnold 
The Martin Men 


Bar of Music 
Doodles & Spider 
Beverly Laine 
Felix Decola 
Benno Rubinyi 


B Gray’s Bandbox 
Billy Gray 

Patti Moore 

Ben Lessv 

Pepper Sis (3) 

Bob Durwood 

Bill Howe 


Desert Inn 
Frank Sinatra 
Paul Gilbert 
Sinclair & Alda 
Bill Johnson 
Arden-Fletcher 

Dancers 
Carlton Hayes Orc 

El Cortez 
Mae Williams 
Joaquin Garay 
Alice Hall Quartet 
insirumentalists 

Flamingo 
Andrews Sisters 
Ike Carpenter Orc 
Stewart Rose 
Flamingo Starlets 

Last Frontier 
Margaret Whiting 
Wiere Bros 
Mildred_ Seymour 
Buddy Bryan 
Deviyn Girl Revue 
Bobby Ramos Orc 

E! Rancho Vegas 
Betty & Jane Kean 


Austin Mack 


B Farnon ore (8) 
Conrad Hilton Hot’! 


Rita & Alan Farrell 


Eddie Bradford Orc 


pi -. Matas 
andum 

Leon & Eddie’s 
Babe Baker Revus 
Murray Swanson 
Guertin 


Jackie King 
Chuckie Fontaine 
Larry Seldin Dcrs 
Sans Souci Hote! 
Lenny Kent 
Chris Columbo 
Eddie Snyder 
Sacasas Orc 
Ann Herman. Ders 
Saxony Hotel 
Jeff Davis 
Russel & Joy 
Val Olman Ore 
Tano & Dee 
Jules DeSalvo Ore 
The Saxonettes 
Shore Club 
Rosalia & Carlas 
Michael Seller Ore 
Shoremede 
Preacher Rollo 5 
Tony Pastor’s 
Jackie Smal) 
Chi-Chi Laverne 
Kitty O’Kelly 
Jamie Lynn 
Pat Pascall 
Kenny Lynn 
Vagabonds Club 
Vagabonds (4) 
Maria Neglia 
Chandra Kaly 
Dancers 
Geo Horton 
Frank Linale Ore 
Bobby True 
Daugias Duke Trio 





CHICAGO 


Charles & Lucille 
Cavanaugh 
Dennis & Darlene 
Marie 
Yvonne Broder 
Philip Fraser 
Terry Taylor 
Donald Tobin 
George Zak 
Boulevar-dears (6) 
Frankie Masters O 
Edgewater Beach 


Charles Shavers 
Beachcombers (3) 
Lewis and Van 

4 Paimer House 
Felix Knight 
Mata & Hari 
Rady Cardenas 
Helen Wood 
Eddie O’Neal Ore 








LOS ANGELES 


Biltmore Hotel 


Freddy Martin Orc | Irene Ryan 


Tippy & Cobina 
Los Gatos (3) 
Hal Derwin Ore 
Cafe Gala 
Ann Anderson 
Jimmie Ames 
Vivian Lloyd 
Don Shetfey 
Ciro’s 
Jimmy Wakely 
Peiro Bros 
Dick Stabile Ore 
Bobby Ramos Ore 
Mocambo 
Billy Daniels 
Benny Payne 
Eddie Qliver 





LAS VEGAS, NEVADA 


Mary Kaye Trio 

Szony’s 

Bill Skipper 

El Rancho Girls 

| Ted Fio Rito Ore 


Silver Slipper 
Woo Woo Stevens 
Kalantan 
Hank Henry 
Roberto 
Isabelle Dawn 
Jimmy Cavanaugh 
Dolly Lee Line 
George Redman 
Pud Brown 

Dixielanders 


Thunderbird 
Doretta Morrow 
Jay Marshall 
Trini & Manolo 
Johnny O’Brien 
Christina Carson 
'K Duffy 
| Jack Hayes 
‘Al Jahns Ore 





McClenaghan 


Tommy Dorsey Orc 
with Francis Irwin 


Dansations 
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'& Billy Wright, 


| when Sy Melano was forced to bow 


A, 


Night Club Reviews 


Cire’s. Hollywood 
Bonet picct Bos 
i Wakely, wtt oel. Boogs 
ys Peirce Bros. (2), 
Dick Stabile’s Orch (8); Tony 
Martinez Rhumband (5); cover, 


$2. 


Offbeat booking of an oatune 
star. into this swank Sunset Strip 
probably won't produce any great 
financial return, but it should 
prove a fine showcasing for Jimmy 
Wakely in terms of class niteries. 
He agreed to jump in with, lit- 
erally, only a few hours notice 





out of his bigtime debut because 


of laryngitis. 

Meagre financial outlook stems 
only from the fact that the town's 
sophisticates won't give themselves 
a chance to discover what Wakely 
has to offer—which happens to be 
a good show. A poised and person- 
able performer, Wakely pounds 
over a fine 20-minute stint. He’s 
show-wise enough to stay away 
from the strictly cactus chanting 
and inclusion of such items as the 
currently pop “Anytime” gives the 
turn a broader appeal. Wakely 
backs his fine crooning with self- 
accomp on the guitar and gets an 
occasional assist on the steel guitar 
from Noel Boggs and on fiddle 
from Billy Wright, both of whom 





he brought in with him. Combo 
rates constant attention. 


Latin Quarter. N. y 
Yh {PoLLowur) . 
illie ore, with his tak 
of the spot formerly ene 
Jackie Kannon at the Latin Guan 
ter, makes his first N. y. nitery 
appearance in three years. Share 
is a pleasant performer who vane 
his way with verbiage and does oe 
cellently in the terp department, 
His dancing remains the highlight 
of his act. He has the skill of ‘ 
ballet dancer and, witha] includes 
enough zany bits of business to put 
him over on the comedy. He does 
around 25 minutes and gets a a 
warding mitt. He has restyled his 
stuff to advantage. og 
Business continues excellently at 
this Lou Walters spot, and for good 
reason, too. There’s enough color 
and spectacle to make this a top 
buy for both tourists and natives 
alike. Fact that the pace can be 
continued, despite the temporary 
absence of the flashy Darvas & 
Julia, is sufficient testimonial to 
the amount of entertainment 

this layout. 

The Mme. Kamarova production 
holds up well and provides not 
only an appropriate casing for the 
acts, but stands well on its own as 
entertainment. The undersea ballet 
as well as the other. line contribu- 
tions, keep up the interest. 

The Seven Ashtons, six males 
and a girl, combine for some 
breathtaking risley work. They do 
some amazing tricks, including a 


in 


Peiro Bros., who came in with | male understander who makes foot- 


Melano, provide a fast opener with | to-foot catches 


knockabout juggling, using hats 
sticks, blocks and clubs to main- 
tain constant attention. Some com- 
edy patter and mock vocalizing add 
variety to the turn. 

Dick Stabile’s crew does a fine 
job of show-backing, meshing neat- 
ly with Wakely’s assistants to get 
the proper frame for his vocaliz- 
ing. On terp stuff, Stabile now is 
alternating with Tony va 

ap. 





Colony & Astor, London 
London, July 16. 
Hermione Baddeley, Felix King 
Orch, Don Carlos Samba _ Band, 
Wallace Rockett Orch; $5.50 mini- 
mum, 





For many years a star in intimate 
revue, on films, radio, and TV, 
Hermione Baddeley plays rare 
cabaret engagements. It is prob- 
ably her infrequent appearances on 
the cafe floor that have resulted in 
the inadequacy of her material and 
act, though she’s undoubtedly got 
the talent. 


This shortage of suitable cafe 
material, which has so frequently 
restricted the success of British 
artists, is undoubtedly due to the 
limited bookings a local artist can 
get in the West End. Outside this 
square mile there is no nitery 
trade in the country. This, more 
than anything else, may explain 
why so many Americans come to 
Britain and collar the best dates as 
well as the rave notices. 


For this two-week engagement, 
doubling at these two Berkeley 
Square spots, Miss Baddeley has 
prepped some original material 
and blended it not too successfully 








' 








and some harsh words before the 
sack of coin was split among them). 
Actual amount released to the 
American companies, the Finance | 
Ministry announced, was $2,465,-| Hayden?, Lee Henderson Dancers 
941 in dollars, plus £1,175,082 in| (5), Pete Mitler, Joe Frasetto; $3 
sterling. The MPAA was permitted | minimum. 
to reconvert the sterling into dol-| 
lars through a Tokyo bank at $2.30 | 
to the pound (official rate is $2.80) | 


This gave the Americans an addi-| seater. Dialect stories go over well | is well utilized and filled, and 
tianal @9 709 200 in Anllars 


8.629. 


. making 


Amount that had piled up until 


| the end of March aggregated ap- 
| proximately $12,000,000 (4,300,000.- 


| 000 yen). 


| series of negotiations by Col. Rich- 


ard T. McDonnell, 
ithe MPAA here, the Jabs agreed | ; 
$8,520,000 (2,-| romantic tenor whose specialty is 
d| Neapolitan numbers. 


that approxima 


representin 


tely 


| 967,760,000 ven) of that sum shoul 


| be made available for conversion. | 


g 


, Remainder was claimed as taxes or 
was put to other uses. 


Of the 4,300,000,000 yen, the with Charleston in costume of the | Timing and whirling are fy 


| ; 


with old numbers. The basic weak- 
ness of the act it that it lacks 
punch and cannot be sustained for 
more than a modest 20 minutes. 
Act is handsomely backed by the 
Felix King combo. Myro. 


500 Clah. A. et 
Atlantic City, July 16. 
Cohen, Tony Bari, The 





Myron 


and also works 
three performers on his feet simul- 
taneously. 

The singing acts include Marilyn 
Ross, who does well as the sole 
America songstress in this talent 
collection. Other singers are Dan- 
ielle Lamar, who does a variation 
of the stripteuse theme while 
knocking off Gallic chansons, and 
Collette Fleuriot and Andre Phi- 
lippe, who do a couple of brief turns 
effectively. Production dancing is 
by Marilyn Hightower, who shows 
considerable accomplishment in 
the ballet field. 

Gautier’s Steeplechase provides 
an added lift toward the end of the 
show with this pleasing animal act. 
The ponies are specially shod with 
leather platforms so that the floor 
isn’t marred by the horseshoes. 
They get off to good palmings. 

Art Waner neatly does the show- 
backing. and the major part of 
dance music, while Buddy Harlowe 
does the relief music. Jose. 


La Neavelle Eve. Paris 
Paris, July 14. 


Rene Bardy presentation of 


| Jean Marsac production of “His- 


toires D’Eve,” with Jean Villers, 
Josette Delly, Ami Aaroe, Mayfair 
Lovelies (20), Bobby Brandt, Eve 


Girls (28), Danielle Darmance, 
Trio Gipsys (3), Tosca De Lac, 
Tom & Rene Arno, Jean Laporte 
Orch (12); cover, 1,200 francs 
($3.50). 





Rene Bardy runs La Nouvelle 
Eve and the original sister counter- 
part, the Eve, farther down the 
street on Place Pigalle. Nouvelle 
Eve is a lush boite with a $3.50 
cover and champagne starting at 
4,000 francs ($10). Full of splash, 
nudity, color and what the tourist 
expects in the way of a Pigalle 
nitery, this gets SRO play here, 


mostly with tourists possessing the 


green and some carriage-trade 
French set. Show runs continuous 
ly from 10:30 to 4 a.m.. which 
breaks for dancing to the agree 
able music of the Jean Laporte 
orch. 

This is a. fast-paced show e% 


quisitely dressed, an eyefiller rath- 
er than an outstanding entertain 
ment spot. Show starts with & 








Myron Cohen is the headliner in 
the 500 Club and has that intimacy 
that’s a must for working this 500- 


black and white number with well 
proportioned gals dancing oF pos- 
ing in revealing costumery 1 the 
background. Small revolving floor 


with payees, many of them being| there is a fine changeover between 


punched across with that gesture 
which sometimes does more to reg- 
ister the story than the spoken 
word. 

Cohen has all kinds of yarns, 


As the result of a long| most of them.told in Yiddish dia- 


| lect and all well received. And all 
| clean. : 
Tony Bari, in second spot, is a 


Bart has a 
ne, clear voice, and his numbers 
are well received. 

__ The Haydens, girl and boy dance 
team, score nicely... Climax act 


Japanese agreed, the Finance Min- | ’20s. 


istry said, to allow 30° to be con- | 


Lee Henderson dancers (5) com- 


ec verted to dollars at the official‘rate | plete bill with two numbers, first 


and 40° to 


dollars unoffici 
ing 30% 


be converted 


ally). 


jefforts to get heat under it. 


vy sterling ‘with the proviso that the | number 
sterling could be reconverted into 
The remain- 
will stay in the icebox : 3 ; 
according to the Japs. -although | ion Frasetto does a nice job as 


| McDonnell is known to be making pat 


into |a boogie-woogie bit and then a, dancing Ww 


done to “Broadway 
Rhythm,” with Anita Carter doing 
| the vocal. Girls have class and 


| pleased those out front. 


emcees and with Pete Miller 
ons music for performers. 
Walk, 


numbers, with one blending une 
‘another after well-composed finaie 
tableaus. 

In between the unending pro- 
| duction numbers are variet) acts. 
| Bobby Brandt does a tap dance 
| fingering five lovebirds and having 
‘them walk over him and follow 
‘him for good effect, but number © 
‘too repetitious and could be cut 
\for better appeal. The Tr!o Gypsy 
are a fine acro-dance act !n whic 
a slight blond is tossed ated 
twisted into knots by two a" 
standard 
wita 


and Rene Arno do their s'" 
| comie violin takeoff repleté Joe 
' mixing up violins and bows. “ 
i laving a * 
hile pias zany takeo 


|They finish with 4 that is 4 


on two birds in love 
yock-getter. is 
| Jean Villers and Josette vr in: 
adequately intro each dance | pa 
ber with a ditty. Amons tne viele 
\dancers, standouts are * 

\ (Continued on pase 6 
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Chicago, Chi 
Chicas 0, 4.54 oe 
s rroll- Garn ; 
Ps si 5 Tu-Tones, Fred 
Reynolds, Jim Lounsbury, oe 
Eigen, Howard Miller, Irv a. " 
Orch; “She's Working Her Way 
Through College (20th). 


wo weeks, this disk 
A. nes might bridge the gap 
jockey Sion ions which 
between the star attractions W a 
the theatre usually lines up for 
summer fare. There’s no top-name 
yalue here, and the record names 
are not in the current “Top 10 
listings. However, thought of see- 
ing the disk jockeys in person 
might pull some curios In, and be- 
cides there is all the free air time 
for plugs and the tie-in with the 
platter firms. 

Individually, all the acts are not 
but the interjections of non- 
talent gabbers and the lack of an 
excellent emcee to tie things to- 
gether makes each act not only 
start from scratch, but also over- 
come the handicap of the jock who 
just laughed himself to death on 
his own (?) material. 

Toni Arden draws closing honors 
here, with petite miss. using the 
pig-voice style of the male singers 
now, impressing mostly with her 
“rm Yours,” which has some sexy 
overtones; “Lover,” which she does 
straight first and then bops up, and 
then “Take My Heart.” She really 
whips up things with her “Kiss of 
Fire” for good finale. 

Erroll Garner and his trio are 
a relaxing 10 or 12 minutes in this 
hodge-podge, with the 88er playing 
lots of piano. There are no frills 
or gab with this artist, and per- 
haps it's a small error, but an- 
nouncing the numbers might help 
instend of going -into each tune 
without a speech break. Most of 
his stuff is in the “Laura,” “Pent- 
house Serenade” idiom, which is 
bit too soft for this vast house, but 
he overcomes this with some digit- 
ing on “Honeysuckle Rose.” 

Bobby Wayne packages a brace 
of pop tunes, with the youngster 
impressing not only in the “big 
boom” songs but also in the simple 
ballad, “Auf Wiedersehn” which is 
an excellent change of pace. His 
“Wheel of Fortune,” which is his 
big record seller, is a natural and 
firm clincher. 

Lee Monti’s Tu-Tones is an ac- 
cordion duo with a great deal of 
hoke comedy which goes over well. 
It's not the squeeze-boxing that 
gets the applause, but the scat 
singing of “Chinatown,” the Bon- 
nie Baker baby voice of “Oh! John- 
ny;” and takeoffs on Three Suns 
and Harmonicats that get them 
off well. As to the so-called plat- 
ter-turners, American Guild of 
Variety Artists should be glad when 
they return to their American Fed- 
— of Radio Artists duties next 
week, 

Irv Kaplan continues to do a 
good job batoning the house or- 
chestra. Zabe. 





bad, 


Empire, Glasgow 
Glasgow, July 16. 
Jack Benny, with Teddy John- 
son & Co.; McAndrews & Mills, 
Reggie Redcliffe, Clifford Guest, 
Krista & Kristel, Chris Charlton, 
The Harvards; Bill Matthew Orch. 


Jack Benny, who makes so much 
Play of “The meanest man on 
earth” tag, has a natural audience 
in Scots, famed -through false 
legend for their own alleged mean- 
ness. Comedian is a solid click 
here, impressing strongly in 55 
minutes of witty one-man talk. 


His surprised look of hurt, the! Alan Carney, 


\g glassy eves that search out for 
sympathy, his topical barbs and 
Cracks (like the one he uses about 

anny Kaye) are all used to top 
‘ffect. Benny is a quiet comedian 
using none of the aggressive vital- 
iy associated with other American 
comics, and for this reason his 

Visit here is a welcome contrast. 
Besides, he shows a good know- 
ledge of the Scottish layout in 
ography and local conditions, 

ringing local names into his act 
and even gagging about the Scot- 
tish comedian, Tommy Morgan, 

Currently playing at the rival 

avilion Theatre across the street. 
me... Place of Dennis Day (off on 

, cation to Eire), Benny uses the 
disks English singer and former 
io jockey, Teddy Johnson. Latter 
in @ very personable with a disarm- 
fon smile, and he proves a sound 
severe! Benny's fooling, adding 
— numbers himself for good 
ar’ Sure. Their byplay over Ben- 
: wiesire to bring on his violin 

ad id for laughs, this culminating 

Jo! i doing an impersonation of 
comic. Ray singing “Cry” and the 
then hie wns down on his knees, 
him }_5 back, determined to make 

1 hear his fiddling. 


by mic's act is neatly rounded off | 


ol onttstage playing of a gramo- 
most pores revealing his inner- 
does g souehts, the while Benny 
this. solo on His violin. Prior to 

» € introduces three gals from 


Hollywood in a takeoff, the “Lan- 
drews Sisters” act bringing solid 
mitting from stubholders. Gals are 
a ludicrous trio, with the turn hav- 
ing been tested recently on a 
Benny TV show in America. 


Benny’s artistry and showman- 
ship are strong talking points 
among vaude goers and T-viewers 
/here. His superb timing and clown- 
ing merit top praise on his first- 
ever visit to Glasgow, and there’s 
no doubt it won’t be his last. 


Support bill on this occasion is 
fairly strong, with neat dancing 





| from McAndrews & Mills, mystifi- | 


jing magic by Chris Charlton (as- 
| sisted by a femme, Betty), and 
| easy-on-the-eye grace plus skill on 
| the trapeze from two twin-style- 
| garbed femmes, Krista & Kristel. 


Bill Matthew handles the baton 
competently and aids Benny in 
some initial repartee. Gord. 








| Metropolitan, Boston 
| Boston, July 18. 
| Johnnie Ray, Gary Morton, Bud 
& Cece Robinson, 4 Lads, Wells & 
4 Fays, Joe Reisinan Met Orch 
(17); “Captain Pirate” (Col). 





In an attempt to cash in on the 
current popularity of Johnnie Ray, 
| the spacious Met has relit its stage 
| for the second time in four months, 
{and while opening show was dis- 
appointing boxofficewise, less than 
| half capacity at 4,367 seater, the 
| bobbysoxers made up in vocifer- 
| ousness what they lacked in num- 
bers. However, Martin & Lewis 
| during their stint here last March 
| failed to pack ‘em in opening day 
| but built to wind with a boff gross, 
| and Ray may do likewise. 


Ray had the kids screaming from 
his walkon, throughout his sobbing 
renditions of “Walking Baby 
Home,” “Little White Cloud,” “All 
of Me,” “Broken Hearted” and the 
cause of his rapid ascendancy, 
“Cry.” Sometimes accompanying 
himself at the 88, Ray also wand- 
ers around the stage clawing the 
air and giving out with emotional 
spasm that leave the audience and 
himself limp. 

The balance of the layout is fast 
and scores neatly. Emceed by Gary 
Morton, whose flippancies keep the 
audience in gay mood, bill gets off 
the floor with tumbling and acro 
antics of Wells and the Four Fays. 
Reaping almost as much screaming 
as the headliner, the Four Lads, a 
vocal group identified with Ray’s 
platters, hit the applause jackpot 
with harmonizing of* “Shine,” 
“Mocking Bird” and “Wabash Can- 
nonball.” 

Bud & Cece Robinson, slick terp 
duo, are especially solid cavorting 
through softshoe, Charleston and 
tap routines, enhanced by their 
attractiveness. Elie. 


Sieel Pier, A. C. 
Atlantic City, July 17. 
Dagmar, Alan Carney, Annell & 
Brask, Buster Shaver & Olive, 4 
Evans, House Orch (10); “Rodeo” 
(Mono). 





Dagmar is the best draw George 
Hamid has had in his Steel Pier 
vaudeville so far this year, filling 
almost to capacity (5,200 seats) 
the Music Hall both evening shows 
and drawing well in the earlier 
stanzas. 

She gives the payees a full half 
hour of laughs. Most of her stuff 
is written so that it intentionally 
focuses on her ample figure, her 
biggest attraction as far as those 
out front are concerned anyway. 
Her material is worked into skits 
with her husband, Danny Dayton; 
who emcees, plus 
other members of the company. 

She bounces on, after flowery 
intro from Carney, attired in tight- 
ly fitting golden sequin evening 
gown. Goes through a bit whereby 
she is welcomed by a “Chamber 
of Commerce” representative 
(Dayton) with wrong words and 


wrong meaning keeping them 
guffawing. Sings two numbers, 
“Them There Eyes” and “Em- 


braceable You.” 

Dayton, Carney and Dagmar pull 
one of the payees onto the stage 
as a part of the skit, “Dagmar for 
President.” Each reads lines from 


pointed at Dagmar’s physical at- 
tractions, and_ the business that 
arises brings the major laughs. 


Buster Shaver & Olive, the midg- 
et, go through their neat standard 
song and dance bit. Annell & 
Brask, English couple, score with 
cycle act. Work with unicycles and 
two-wheelers, going through neat 
routine. Climax finds girl on high 
revolving apparatus supported by 
boy riding bicycle. Girl does spins 
as boy rides in circle. 





team, then mother and father. No 
\ strangers here, they go off to nice 
| hand. 


| Carney emcees capably and 
'socks over. His impressions call 
|for repeated bows, Walk. 


a typewritten sheet, the lines all, 


Four Evans appear in next danc- | 
ing bit, first the brother and sister 


Palace, N. Y. 

Lott & Joe Anders, Johnny 
Barnes, Pauline Thorn & Escorts 
(2), Day Dreamers (4), Roy Ben- 
son, Mme. 
Wrigley (3), Nio. Naitto, “Shadow 
in the Sky” (M-G), reviewed in 
VARIETY Dec. 19, ’51. 








With most of the acts on the cur- 
rent Palace bill knowing this house 
, through previous visits here, the 
layout has a great measure of 
smoothness and good playing val- 
ues, 
flict at the open and close, with 
juggling an integral part of both 
acts, but the turns are sufficiently 
separated so that the effects are 
minimized. 

At the curtain, Lott & Joe An- 
ders work a pair of unicycles, with 
male doing manipulations of hoops, 
clubs and balls while riding the 
wheel. They work rapidly and get 
a good warmup for the house. 
Closing turn is Nio Naitto, Ori- 
ental wire-walker, who similarly 
spends some time juggling. Her 
work, however, comprises mainly 
acro maneuvers on the strand, and 
she holds the crowd neatly. 

In the deuce, Johnny Barnes pro- 
vides some okay taps. He goes in 
heavily tor rubber-legged antics, 
| which aren't as smooth as they 
should be, but his picturesque rou- 
tines plus an essentially fast tap 
and good rhythmic designs help to 
a good exit. 

In the comedy department, Ben 
Wrigley, the British import, who's 
| assisted by a man and woman, hits 
| the jackpot with his limber-limbed 
| comedy. 
tions excellently, 
| dance steps and a well-built rou- 
| tine that adds up to top applause. 

Rov Benson’s magic and a good 
| line of chatter similarly keep the 
| audience interested. His tricks are 
standard, but he distinguishes him- 
self with his banter. 

Under New Acts are Mme. 
Claude Valois, Day Dreamers (3) 
and Paule Thorn & Escorts (2). Jo 
Lombardi does his usually good 
job at the baton. Jose. 


Parameunt, L. A. 
Los Angeles, July 18. 

Xavier Cugat Orch (20) with 
Abbe Lane, Los Barrancos, Eddy 
Garson with Chico Chico, Jose 
Wong, Carmencita, El 
Diablito, Ki Ki; 
(Lip). 





First of the big stage shows 
planned by the recently refurb- 
ished downtown Paramount shapes 
up as a profit-maker, although not 
as strong as anticipated. Layout 
itself, however, is a hefty 50 min- 
utes of entertainment cued to the 
Latin mood and slickly sold by 
Xavier Cugat. 


tively little in the layout. He in- 
dulges in a little humor regard- 
ing his recent marital publicity 
and languorously fiddles ‘“Estrel- 
lita” as his spotlight offering. 

In addition to the Cugat orch, 
which could do more instrumental 
stuff, show boasts some fine south- 
of-the-border talent in Los Bar- 
rancos, an excellent dance team 
that pounds over everything from 
mambo to jitterbug; El Gringo, 
who scores “heavily with a tam- 
bourine specialty; Eddy Garson, 
whose __ slick = ventriloquism is 
matched by some good comedy ma- 
terial, and Jose Wong, who has 
dropped his “Irish Eyes Are Smil- 
ing” gimmick in favor of Latune 
vocal surprises. 

Top-billed in support is Abbe 
Lane (Mrs. Cugat), a sultry sing- 
er, whose closing spot encompasses 
a medley of tunes popularized by 
Cugat. Gal is a looker and handles 
herself well. Kap. 


Casino. Torente 
Toronto, July 18. 





Billy Williams Quartet, Will 
| Jordan, Mage & Karr, Roby & 
| Dells, Nivellis, Jimmie Cameron, 


| Archie Stone House Orch; “Belle 
|of Old Mexico” (Rep). 
| 
| Here is neatly diversified stand- 
|ard routining but heat wave is 
hurting any marquee draw, this 
headed by Billy Williams’ quartet, 
which has its own enthusiastic 
following here, judging from stage 
stint when caught. d 

With bill fast and bright, Jim- 
| mie Cameron, as singing m.c., gets 
proceedings swiftly underway, with 
Mage & Karr immediately warm- 
ing up the customers with taps 
and oldtime challenges; Roby & 
| Dells in magic work, 
with clever palming and_ that 
lighted-cigaret bit; Will Jordan 
with his adroit imitations of cur- 
| rent pop singers and screen stars; 
The Nivellis for their dramatic 
adagio acrobatics. 

The Williams foursome whams 
instantly with their bouncy open- 
ing of 








| 


| 


ous.” and their trademarked “Kiss 


of Fire” as first set: then back for 
another vecal  packare. — 
McStay. 


Program has a booking con- | 


He does comedy contor- | 
has some zany | 


ringo, | 
“Stolen Face’ | 


Maestro- himself does compara- | 


New Acts 


Claude Valois, Ben, DORETTA MORROW 


| Songs 
22 Mins. ~ 
Thunderbird, Las Vegas 


Nitery debut of Doretta Morrow, 
before release of her co-starring 
| stint with Mario Lanza in Metro's 
|'*Because You're Mine,” is not too 
advantageous for the thrush 
| looker in this spot. She will have 
to depend pretty much upon word- 





of-mouth enthusiasm to bring in 
crowds. Her year’s performance 
in “The King and I” would be an 
okay lure in New York, but in 
Vegas, most fun-seekers are 
tempted by standard saloon acts, | 
screen names, platter faves and} 
the like, instead of musicomedy 


nomenclature. 

Morrow is a looker with 
frame to match. Her soprano goes 
over a wide repertoire of songs. 
Venturing into “King and I” num- 
bers immediately, Miss Morrow 
makes a good impression with 
“Getting to Know You,” “Whistle 
a Happy Tune” and “I Have 
Dreamed.” Reaches into standard 
catalog for “You’re a Sweetheart” 
and “They Can't Take That Away 
From Me.” before giving full 
voice to “Because You're Mine.” 
Latier, by Nicholas Brodsky, is 
from score of her recently 
| pleted pic and wins high favor 
Gallic coupling of “Give ‘Em the 
Oo-La-La,” and “La Seine” is neat 
| contrast, with transition into 
i“*Hello, Young Lovers” a honey. 
“Cumbanchero” is employed as a 
| quickie encore following salvos for 
“Lovers.” 

| Miss Morrow shows warmth and 
| keeps chatter to minimum. Her 
| fine arrangements are by Jack 
| Haves, who accomps at the Stein- 
way onstage. Promise is shown 
|for class spots. Will. 


Miss 


MME. CLAUDE VALOIS 
Equestrienne 

& Mins. 

Pa'ace, N. Y. 

Mme. Claude Valois, who has 
been with the Ringling Bros. and 
Barnum & Bailey Circus for sev- 
eral seasons, displays a_ skilled 
highschool horse turn. Mme. 
Valois is strikingly gowned a la 
matador, and makes an impressive 
appearance, 

The beast knocks off some 
tricky steps. Madame paces him 
through broken rhythms, tango 
steps and a rapidly-paced waltz 
which gives her good exit mitting.” 
The turn is well routined with a 
minimum of wasted motion. Jose. 





com- | 


DINO VALE 

Songs 

12 Mins. 

Casino, Toronto } 
Following preliminary nite club 

work, this marks first stage ap- 

pearance of a young man who al- 

ternately blends a whispering style 

with robust baritone letouts. His 

opening “Walking My Baby Back 


Home” is a pleasantry done by 
other youngsters, ditto his dra- 
matic “I Hear a Rhapsody,” but 


he then hits the audience with his 
mimicry of the finger-snapping 
Billy Daniels in “Black Magic,” a 


i trick falsetto in the Ink Spots “If 


I Didn't Care” and a wham satire 
on Johnnie Ray's “Cry.” However, 


| voungster’s act is based on the at- 


three 





tempted mimicry of established 
headliner songsters’ styles and it’s 
just another imitation medley that 
is never as good as the originals’ 
material he is lifting. Vale’s own 
voice is pleasant to listen to and 
he should develop his own style 
instead of imitations that are not 
up to the excellence of the origi- 
nals MecStay. 
DAY DREAMERS (4) 

Songs 

11 Mins. 

Palace, N. Y. 

The Day Dreamers, comprising 
boys and a girl, are built 
along the standard of most mixed 
quartets. This team has _ been 
around for some time on radio and 
tele, but haven’t been previously 
documented in Variety's New 
Acts files. 

Quartet has 
arrangements. 
novelty, 
provide 


smoothly tailored 
They knock out 
rhythm and ballads to 
variety. Numbers include 
“Big Wide Wonderful World,” 
wind up with “Old Man River” 
given a big treatment. It nets them 
an excellent mitting. Jose. 


PAULINE THORN & ESCORTS 
(2) 


Comedy, dance 
9 Mins. 
Palace, N. Y. 

Pauline Thorn & Escorts are a 
carryover from the act of Tyler, 
Thorn & Roberts, vaude staple for 
years. An addition plus some 
overhauling of the basic routines 
has strengthened this turn, and 
they’re okay for the vaude and 
cafe circuits. ; 

Act combines comedy and terps. 
Boys, dressed in tails, simulate 
drunks from which evolve some 
funny bits of business and a slow- 
motion sketch which makes for a 
laugh session. Jose, 








TS 





props, has been 
streamlined. 

There are fewer seats, and these 
are concentrated in one section of 
the stand. Technicians for radio, 
TV and telephone wires have been 
moved further to sides, again ton- 
ing down distractions. Thanks to a 
heavy wire mesh fence surround- 
ing speaker’s stand—not evident 
on screen — nuisance of platform 
crashing muggers seems well 
eliminated. 

Yesterday’s (Mon.) video audi- 
ences could easily spot VIP's, like 
Senate Secretary Leslie Biffle, sit- 
ting on stand, without previous 
confusion. 

There are still impromptu shots, 
such as the one of Illinois Gov- 
ernor Adlai Stevenson taking a 
last-minute look at his notes and 
giving his tie a final twist before 
going to the speaker’s stand. But 
without these, show would lack 
spontaneity. 

Readjustment of the Telepromp- 
ter is, if anything, a disappoint- 
ment to John Q., who got a kick of 
behind-scenes peep into the ways 
of politicos during the GOP meet. 
Device has been lowered out of 
range of cameras, so that effect of 
those who use it is exactly the same 
as that of reading from _ notes, 
with occasional lowering of the 
head to get the next thought. Only 
visual aid in opening speeches was 
a map to illustrate areas of Far 
East discussed by Sen. Douglas. 

Cameras are definitely more 
selective in pickups from the 


substantially 





complete | 


| again be complete coverage; hence 
| dull moments are inevitable. 
| tloor 





| know-how. 
/were confined to shots of pretty 
| delegates, 
“after You're Gone,” a | 
terrific harmony version of “Jeal-| 


floor, making for greater interest. 
Indications are that there will 


But 
shots, especially closeups, 
show increasing showmanship and 
On opening day these 


closeups of attentive 
aces, and a human interest shot 
of a delegate munching sandwich 
during his speech. This is con- 
vention flavor; the viewer vets an 
on the scene feeling from such 





camera eavesdropping. 





TV No Threat To Dutch Pix 


Continued from page 1 





Greatest asset to current cover- 
age is, undoubtedly, advantage of 
personalities better known to the 
public than Republicans. Dem- 
mies, with their 20-year tenure, 
have become household familiars, 
and are exploiting this to the hilt. 
Opening day's speakers were, too, 
far better on the oratorical side 
than Republicans mustered. Ste- 
venson, current man of the hour, 
for example, carried more general 
interest than anyone the GOP’s 
could muster on their first day. 
All this made for better program- 
ming and a faster moving show. 

Party leaders may well be thank- 
ful to TV for not once training 
cameras on the half empty gal- 
leries at the opening gavel. 
Whether or not this was deliberate, 
it was certainly a break for the 
Demmies. 


Running story on the first day 
was largely a pool job. ABC was 
the gabbiest of the nets, with three 
studio interviews interrupting 
story in first two hours. Actually, 
this type of interruption adds 
color and interest when the going 
gets dull. 

With the convention still young, 
and viewers still fresh, however, 
this seemed to be too much of a 
good thing. 

Generally, commentators § are 
taking criticism to heart, and 
there’s far less gabbiness and in- 
terpretation of a running story. 
This is all to the good, giving 
viewer a chance to see for him- 
self. All three nets are making 
greater use of identifying super- 
impositions, and commercials are 
tighter. Average was three within 
first 90 minutes of coverage, with 
almost 45 minutes uninterrupted 
by plugs, except for 10 second 
superimposed commercials. 

Final score will not be in until 
last vote has been counted and 
last delegate returned home. But 
the initial efforts are promising 
and there's little doubt that this 
convention’s floor story will be 
told with more coherence and less 
confusion than its predecessor, 


we 
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AGMA Wins Fight on Wage Hikes, 
Foreign Ratio in New Metop Pact 


American Guild of Musical Art-+ 
ists won some important concessions li Dance Grou t 
from the Metropolitan Opera Assn., ~— NY.R ae Ito 
but only after a stiff fight, in its| or N.i. hun at Fulton 


new two-year pact for '52-'53 and| Ben aor a gd om. a man- 
mage as . +,| ager an sadora Benne press- 
53-54, signed last week. eee agent for the N. Y. run of Dancers 
problems involved pay increases | of Bali, which Columbia Artists 
and ratio of foreign talent. Met} Mgt. will present at the Fulton for 
management cited deficits as rea-| four weeks, starting Tuesday, Sept. 








Barn Business Mixed; 
Hub Start Sluggish; 


Berkshire Loft- Perks 


Boston, July 22. 


Local strawhat season is getting 
off to a sluggish start with figures 
running far behind last season's. 
“Nina,” the Edward Everett Hor- 
ton vehicle, pulled just over $6,800 
at the Boston Summer Theatre, 
Falk & Capp 917-seat intown 
strawhatter, while the duo’s sub- 
urban house, the County Play- 
house, with “Kiss Me, Kate,” 
nabbed nearly $11,000. The musical 
is currently in for a week at the 
Boston Summer Theatre, with Mae 
West’s “Come Up, Ring Twice” at 
Framingham. 

“Goodbye Again,” starring Vin- 
cent Price, wound up a week at 
John Hancock Hall with a sluggish 
$7,000. “Angel in Paris,” starring 
Ilona Massey, is current. 





‘Show-Off’ $5,100, Stockbridge 
Stockbridge, Mass., July 22. 
After a slow opening night, 
George Kelly’s “The Show-Off 
built to a $5,100 gross at the Berk- 
shire Playhouse here last week. 
Margaret Hamilton and Thomas 
Coley were featured as Mother 
Fisher and Aubrey Piper, with the 
resident company in support. 
Director William Miles has 
picked English novelist-playwright 
Charles Morgan’s “The Flashing 
Stream” for this week’s bill. Fea- 
tured are former Playhouse players 





‘ ; lin orchestra of 23. Columbia 
ratio thrown out. AGMA held its|%4me . 
ground on both sides and won out.| Prez F. C. Schang flew to Bali 
ary raised from $100 to $150. Sing-| sorship of the cultural department 
the Indonesian government. 
choreographers were raised from | ryn, 
$150 to $200; for assistant stage} 
Apprentice singers on weekly Bard Fest Mulled 
salary will now start at $135, get 
: : ; Toronto, July 22. 
concessions involving salaries. Tal-| - - 
ent getting less than $250 a week) On decision of a group of local 
to them, as well as to any sec-| Spearian Festival, Tyrone Guthrie, 
ondary role singers. Guild believes! ™anager of the Old Vic and Sad- 
this will 
money. 
Tour Concessions rie was also producer of Benjamin 
AGMA also won two new tour! Britten’s “Peter Grimes” at Covent 
anteed at least three weeks of con-| with international guest-stars, in 
secutive employment. Guild had) ci -atford’s midtown park, with its 
_As to ratio of American to for-| bethan-style theatre with audience 
eign artists, present quota of ap-| sitting around three sides of the 
came in two years ago (it had been | accommodate tourist traffic ex- 
in operation some some years pre-| pected, and hopes to make Strat- 
It bad made a temporary con-' Guthrie, however, who has been 
cession in the '51-’52 season, when jnvited to take over the production 
new ones. Largest number added | of Jarge-scale Shakespearian pro- 
any season by his predecessor, ‘Ot ductions in the Canadian sister- 
hired, only six were American and | Guthrie last week spent some time 
10 foreign. AGMA let this arrange-| examining the operations of Melo- 
it put out a special touring a 
pany of “Fledermaus.” ‘ ’ 
AGMA defines an American * RED MILL OKAY $17,400 





Eleanor Wilson, William Roerick, 
Howard Whitfield and Gage Clark. 





Tone $6,100, Matunuck 
Matunuck, R. I., July 22. 

Franchot Tone, starring in “The 
Second Man,” with Irene Manning, 
Walter Brooke and Betsy Von 
Furstenberg, hit a comfortable 
$6,100 at Theatre - By - The - Sea, 
Matunuck, last week. 

Dorothy Gish in “The Man,” with 
Oliver Thorndike, is current. Man- 
agement has added an extra Sun- 
day night performance Aug. 3 for 
the Mae West show, “Come Up, 
Ring Twice,” booked for that week. 





‘Charley’ $16,500, Chevy Chase 
Wheeling, Ill., July 22. 


| 
Return engagement of Robert 


Q. Lewis in “Charley’s Aunt” at 
the Chevy Chase Summer Theatre 
here last week brought in a fine 
gross of over $16,500. 

Lewis and “Charley” moved to 
Somerset (Mass.) Summer Theatre 
for this week. 





‘Man’ $6,200, Olney 
Olney, Md., July 22. 

Dorothy Gish, appearing at the 
Olney Theatre last week in “The 
Man,” garnered a_ respectable 
$6,200 on the week, Tuesday 
through Friday (20). 

“I Found April,’ new play by 
George Batson, with Constance 
Bennett, is current. 





Southbury Biz Okay 
Southbury, Conn., July 22. 
Biz at the Southbury, Playhouse, 
operated by Jack Quinn, has been 
slow in getting started, but despite 
this fact, spot has not had an actu- 
al loser in its four-week sked to 
date. On the light side were the 
season’s opener, “Here Today,” 
and the followup stand of “Lo and 





son for not wanting to raise scales, ag ot oy wing ame staged by 
while Met general manager Rudolf | ‘ i iD 
Bing wanted the present foreign | Group of 45 will include a 
ool : : personally this spring to set up the 
Principal singers hired on a per-| Grst U. S. visit of the dance group, 
formance basis had minimum sal-| which is coming here under spon- 
ers hired on weekly basis were} of 
upped from $150. to $175. Mini- | Troupe will tour major U. S. cities 
mums for stage directors and\for 12 weeks following the N. Y. 
directors, $150 instead of $130. 
Solo dancers on weekly basis will} 
get $125 minimum instead of $100. | 
$150 the second year, and $175 the 
third, instead of the $120-135-150 { tra or nt. 
scale of before. 
AGMA also won a couple other | 
; : edninak. <a businessmen, with municipal finan- 
or per performance will no longer | ' ’ 
have to furnish their own costumes - backing, . make Stratford, 
and wigs. Met will furnish these | Ot., the scene of an annual Shake- 
save singers a lot of|ler’s Wells, flew from London to 
| Toronto last week at group’s re- 
| quest to huddle on project. (Guth- 
concessions. If the Met exercises | Garden.) 
an artist’s option for the annual |} | is t : a 
spring tours, artist must be pt ee ee ee 
neither a tour guarantee, nor the Siisheoneaties od } 
continuous engagement angle, be. | Shak Hiver sad teumaatihelt asm 
fore. mence construction of an Eliza- 
proximately three Americans t0| stage in Shakespearean tradition. 
one alien will be retained. Bing, | Financing group also envisages 
who agreed to this ratio when he| pyilding of hotels and motels to 
vious), had felt that the Met should | ford, Ont., a mecca similar to the 
no longer be bound by it. But} annual Malvern Festival at Strat- 
AGMA insisted. ford, England. 
Bing hired 16 new singers for 16) duties, insists he is not interested 
he let out. (In his first season's | in the civic promotion angle, but is 
tenure, Bing had hired only eight) interested in the artistic proposal 
ward Johnson, had been 13.) Of) city. As the house-guest of Mavor 
the 16 let out, 10 had been Ameri-| Moore, television head of the 
can, six foreign. But of the 16) Canadian Broadcasting Corp. 
ment ride, because the Met gave|dy Fair, successful 1,640-seater 
emp'oyment to extra American | theatre-in-the-round tent setup in 
guild members that season when | Toronto. 
ist as not necessarily one with U.S. 
citizenship, but one whose resi-'! 
dence in America and reasonable | IN TORONTO TENT SETUP 
number of appearances here suit | Toronto, July 22. 


the designation. } 


¢ ? 
MADAM HOT $53,500 by an over-the-nut, profitable 
IN FOURTH L. A.- WEEK) 27:05, 28,2, 93.49 top. Hot, weath- 


Los Angeles, July 22, | 4nd Pat Rooney, Jr., starred. 


ae ee Advance sale on “Carousel,” 
“Call Me Madam,” town’s sole|,,; : P _ 
legit offering last week and this. | Kite Dorothy MacNeil and. Jack 


rine Ity, is over $15,000, Bettina Ros- 
looks to wind its five-week stand at |... -. : , - 
the 2,670-sezt Philharmonic Aud ay ts ballerina and choreographer. 


with a virtual capacity average for | ‘ 
£3 sO and winds, Seek, Nae, Finian’ Okay $28,000 In 
Louisville Al Fresco 


current frame is virtually assured 
Louisville, July 22. 





| Fair, 1,640-seat tent setup in mid- 





on basis of the advance. 

It will be followed next Monday 
(28) by “South Pacific,” third offer- 
ing on the Civic Light Opera Assn. 
season. Also due in next Monday 
is “Fourposter,” which rekindles 
the 1,636-seat Biltmore. 


‘Laugh’ in Coast Bow 


Hollywood, July 22. 
“The Laugh Maker,” new roman- 
tic comedy by Jerry Lawrence and 
Robert E. Lee, who penned “Look 
Ma, I’m Dancing.” will be preemed 
by the Players Ring Theatre here 
Aug. 20. Kathleen Freeman will 
direct. 
Joe Mell, Alan De Witt, Jean 
Burkhardt, George Keymas and 
Prudence Calvin head the cast. 


week Sunday (20) at Iroquois Am- 
|phitheatre, and wound up with a 
net of around $28,000. S ocond 
|show of the current six-week sea- 





(quite come up to first weck’s 
|“*‘Where’s Charley?”, which tabbed 
a sock $32,000, to get the season 
/Off on the right foot. “Finian” 
featured P. J. Kelly, Sandra Deel 
and Harry Stockwell, with Mitchell 
Agruss as the leprechaun. 

“Up in Central Park” is current 
week's bill, with Earl Wrightson 
and Joan Roberts starred. In sup- 
port are Russ Brown, Walter 
Burke, Melton Moore, Dorothy 
Keller, Edmund Dorsey and Wil- 
,liam H. Taft. Denis Du-For is in 
icharge of production. 


jtown Dufferin Park, although it} 


Behold.” Gross took a spurt for 
“Happy Time,” then hit season’s 


| peak last week (15-20) with “Suds 
| “Red Mill” saw the first slump in| In Your Eyes,” which brought last 
this season’s operation of Melody | year’s fave, Edna Preston, back to 


the troupe for balance of the sea- 
son, 

Barn, with 358 seats, has a 
unique construction in that on ca- 
pacity nights, rear wall can be 
opened in such a way as to allow 
some 60-70 extra seats to be placed 
outdoors within sight lines. 





‘Kate’ $8,100, Saratoga 
Saratoga, N. Y., July 22. 


sweetest July gross in the six years 





“Finian’s Rainbow” closed a big | 


son of al fresco musicals, it didn’t | 


of John Huntington’s operation at 
| the 578-seat Spa Summer Theatre, 
/on_ a $3 top last week. 

The Milton Lyon production of 


the Broadway musical drew ca- 
pacity evening audiences from 
| Tuesday on. Ruth Webb and 


Dennis Harrison played leads. 





‘Roberta’ in Fort Wayne 
| Fort Wayne Light Opera Festi- 
val will offer “Robert” in the News- 
|Sentinel Outdoor Theatre in 
Franke Park, Aug. 1-3. First of- 
fering, “The Desert Song,” which 
played to 6,117 persons, including 
standees in three performances 
July 11-13, was a success. It 
starred Paul Gilbert and Emalyn 
Remmel. ; 
Albert K. Germanson, of Colum- 
bus, O., is producer and director 
for the offerings. “Tie Great 


| Waltz” will be given Aug. 22-24. 


———, 
e ¥ 
Inside Stuff—Legit 

Something of a stir was caused last week by word of a protest fil 
with Robert L. Joseph, producer of the forthcoming “My Darlin’ Alans 
musical, based on the Verdi opera, by the Coordinating Counci 
Negro Performers. Protest is built around Joseph’s reputed aim . 
cast a white singer “in makeup” for the role of Aida, as is usually 
done in the operatic version, although Aida, like her father Amonas 4 
are Ethiopians in both the opera and the new musical. Three Ne oe 
sopranos, Muriel Rahn, Camilla Williams and Margaret Tynes faites 
two from N. Y. City Opera Co., and first-named from the original Bread. 
way “Carmen Jones”), are known to have been auditioned for the Aida 
role by Joseph. It’s claim of the CCNP, however, that the producer 
has failed to give the same concession to Negroes as to whites in cast. 
ing for the show. For instance, it maintains that a concession has been 
made in signing Dorothy Sarnoff, a soprano, for the Amneris role 
usually taken by a mezzo or contralto. CCNP also feels Management 
is creating the impression it can’t find a qualified Negro for the lead 
role. 

The CCNP was formed six months ago to aid Negro talent to fing 
employment, in pix and elsewhere as well as legit. It feels, for instance 
that Hollywood could have cast a Hilda Simms for “Pinky,” instead of 
a white girl (Jeanne Crain). Group that conferred with Joseph re. 
cently on the protest consisted of Fred O’Neal, an Equity veepee; Lester 
Walton, former ambassador to Liberia; J. Rosamond Johnson, and Dick 
Campbell, concert manager and former head of USO-Camp Shows’ 
Negro department. 

Producer Joseph snapped back at the Council over the weekend 
calling their efforts “a grossly unjustified manifestation of racism in 
reverse.” He added that “if their point of view were accepted, a none 
Negro couldn’t play Othello, a gentile couldn’t appear as Shylock. a 
non-Japanese as Butterfly, and so on... . It’s regretful that this racial 
issue should be injected into this kind of project. It’s totally un- 
American and without justification.” 





Irving Barnes, Pittsburgh radio and TV baritone, who has a small 
part in “Porgy and Bess” and understudies William Warfield, will sing 
the leading role in the George Gershwin musical for one performance 
in: his — town. That'll be the extra matinee Friday (25) at the 
Nixon eatre, where the third afternoon show was added because the 
opening was delayed until last night (Tues.). Barnes was featured on 
the Duquesne “Show Time’’series over WDTV in Pittsburgh when he 
auditioned for and landed in “Porgy and Bess.” Decision to let the 
home folks hear him sing Porgy was made last week by the producers 
and Gabe Rubin, operator of the Nixon. For that one performance, the 
top will be dropped to $2 ($2.60 including taxes). 








Awards Committee of the National Labor Council of the National 
| Conference of Christians & Jews last week nominated Actors Equity 
{to receive a National Brotherhood Award for its leadership in the 
| recent victory against segregation at the National Theatre in Washing- 
|ton. Accolade is scheduled to be presented at a dinner at the Waldortf- 
| Astoria, N. Y., Sept. 14, on eve of the American Federation of Labor 
convention. 





—_—» 


“Kiss Me, Kate” grossed $8,100, | 


Neva Patterson goes to the Coast 
July 31 to play femme tead op- 
posite Vincent Price in the La 
Jolla (Cal.) Playhouse production 
of “Lady’s Not For Burning,” 
which opens Aug. 12... Although 


on Lee Marion’s romantic comedy, 
“Sweet Fire,” which gets its preem 

ext week (28) at Barter Theatre, 
Abingdon, Va., he’s still strongly 
interested in the production, con- 
tributing several casting and stag- 
ing ideas for the Barter bow. Mar- 
garet Perry is staging. 

Gilbert W. Gabriel, prez of N .Y. 
Drama Critics Circle, up at his 
Brewster, N. Y., summer home, 
working on a play .. . Dorothy 
Blackburn replaced Ruth McDevitt 
as the dean’s wife in “‘The Male 
Animal” (Musie Box, N. Y.), with 
Miss McDevitt leaving to play in 
“Jezebel’s Husband,” new Robert 
Nathan play ... Richard Watts, Jr., 
back last Wednesday (16) from a 
six-week trip to London and Paris, 
although he’ll do a few more for- 
eign-dateline pieces for the N. Y. 
Post ... Meyer Davis flew to his 
Sorrenta, Me., home last Wednes- 
day (16) for the summer, though 
| he’ll plane down to Newport week- 
| ends for summer band dates. 

Evan Thomas, legit-pix actor last 
|seen on Bruadway in “Much Ado 
| About Nothing,” spending the sum- 
|mer in charge of dramatics at 
Camp Kiwago, Ctntral Valley, 
N. Y.... Taggart Casey subbed for 
| Allan Jones in the touring “Guys 
| And Dolls,” during latter’s sojourn 
/on the Coast. 
|. “Carmen Jones” summer pro- 
| duction, headed by soprano Muriel 
Rahn, which played two weeks at 
Boston Sumimer Theatre and was 
booked for two more at the Maple- 
wood (N. J.) Playhouse when the 
latter suddenly folded, has been 
| penciled in for week of Aug. 25 at 
Binghamton, N. Y. . . . Ernest S. 
| Heller, prez of Costume Jewelry 
| Trade Assn. e ected to Board o: 
N. Y. City Center. 
| Judith Fineman, who made her 
_debut at the Spa Summer Theatre, 
Saratoga, N. Y., in “The Man,” is 
| miece of choreographer Agnes De 
Mille and grandniece of Cecil B. 
| De Mille. 

O. O. Bottorff, prez of National 
Concert & Artists Corp., and the 
Julian Olmeys, concert-legit man- 
agers of Westchester, N. Y., are 
houseguesting with legit producer 
Paul Gregory in California. Mrs. 
Olney, who is national director ef 
the National Assn. of Concert 
Managers, and her husband are as- 
sociates of Gregory in all his book- 
ing enterprises between Chicago 
and New York. 

Irwin Corey, last seen in “*Tvs. 
| McThing,” who recently returned 





Irving Jacobs no longer has option | 


Legit Bits 


from a London Palladium date, 
huddling with producer Milton 
Bender on taking over one of the 
comedy leads in Bender's forth- 
coming musical, “Saddle & Go,” 
which will be broken in in Chey- 
enne, this October, at the Lincoln 
Theatre. 

Kendall Clark on trip to Mexico 
. . » Howard Whitfield, stage man- 
ager of the vacationing “I Am a 
Camera,” appearing this week in 
“The Flashing Stream” at Berk- 
shire Playhouse, Stockbridge, Mass. 

Gene Raymond has signed tor 
the foreign minister role in “Call 
Me Madam” at State Fair Musicals, 
Dallas, Aug. 18-31. Raymond re- 
places Melvyn Douglas, who asked 
out of his contract due to exhaus- 
tion ... Tenor Wesley Dalton, just 
out of the lead role in “Student 
Prince” at State Fair Musica's, 
Dallas, has been signed for a win- 
ter concert by the Dallas Womens 
Club. 

Scott McKay, recently on Broad- 
way in the “First Lady” revival, 
is rehearsing in London currently 
in the new Dodie Smith play, 
“Letter from Paris,” which H. M. 
Tennent is to produce. Show is to 
open in Brighton Aug. 3, with West 
End preem first week in Septem 
ber... . Anne Woll sailing Friday 
(25) for a two-three week vata 
tion in Colombia and Venezuela. 
.. . William Brandt sold the Flt 
bush, Brooklyn, assessed at $25>.- 
000, to a real estate group {or 
conversion into offices and stor’s. 
... Jim Miller flew to Frisco to be 
company manager for “Song of 
Norway,” now playing in Portland, 
and due next in Seattle. He'll a0 
be company manager for “Counts 
Girl” next month on the Coast. 
... James Hughes, legit pressagent, 
quit his job as special press T* P 
for Columbia Pictures on the Coas 
to take a trip to Europe. Lewes 
with wife from N. Y. Aug. 1. to ¥® 
gone about three months. 

Dolores Gray is sailing Frida) he 
Europe for an engagement at al 
London Palladium Aug. 4. She” 
follow this with visits to the — 
tinent. in Monte Carlo, Belgi" 


a ni g 
and Switzerland, before vine by 





to the U. S. She’s accompaniec aA 
|her mother and manager, Bara 
| Gray. 


| Vivian Blaine flew in yesterde’ 
'(Tues.) from a week’s holiday be 
|Paris to resume her role in UN 
[N. Y. “Guys and Dolls. oe 
| Lawrence substituted during "* 


absence. otitatee 1% 


Sidney Paul, last in ~ ; 
to play lead in. “Stray Seed, Ned 
|play by Milton J. Kramer. et 
‘week of Aug. 6 at Great cart 
‘(N. Y.) Summer Theatre sith 


vlans reopenine week beiore 


a musical revival. 
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Barns Seen ‘Slap-Happy Anomaly Of ("\rorvisisktnce San-'Agents Burn at Lawyers Muscling 
Highgrade Product on Subsidy Level pal eer Into Field; Threaten Reprisals 


Public Theatre, N. Y. Producer is 
talent for the show. 
Woolley Sets Final Plans 
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By NED ARMSTRONG + 


Santa Fe, N. M., July 22. 
Having been embroiled recently 


Prominent play and _ literary 
agents in N. Y. are beefing about 
a condition that has cropped up 





“Uncle Sam In Israel,” a Yiddish 





47 Theatre Parties Set 








in the fahrenheit proceedings o ¢ - » musical, has book by Benjamin : }in the last 10 years and has be- 
two summer stock operations, and So Far for Bernardine Ressler and music by Sholom Se- ;come most acute the past year— 
having better than nodding ac- Irvi L. J oan : | cunda. For Fall Reading Tou | invasion of their field and preroga- 
quaintance with half a dozen rving L. Jacobs’ production of | Monty Woolley is in N. Y. this | tives by lawyers. 


| “Bernardine,” by Mary Chase, is | 


thers, one notes conditions sharp- Unas week from his Saratoga home to} ’s claimed that certain lawver 
0 |set for the Playhouse, N. Y., al-| It’s claimed that certain lawyers 
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ly changed in the medium. 
“The portrait of youngsters at | 
play on stages during the summer | 
months, the great star making a} 
personal appearance out of sheer | 
jove of drama. the eager beginners 
painting scenery and tacking post- | 
ers around town, are a completely | 
bygone concept. 
Summer stock as practised in 
many stands today is an earnest, 
even grim, affair. Trading on the 
cowbarn tradition, and enjoying 
many of the liberal benefits of 
trade-union indulgence, summer 
stock is heavily boxoffice conscious 
and has precious little amateur 
standing left. 
Not only do some stars receive 
handsome pay, and generous living 
expense allowances, but they fre- 
quently get a percentage of the 
gross. Many summer stock ven- 


though no contracts 
signed yet. Comedy has skedded | 
the unusual amount of 47 theatre 


have been | 


parties thus far. 


With Guthrie 


McClintic direct- | 


ing, show goes into rehearsal Aug. | 
25, for tryout opening at the Wil- | 


bur, Boston, Sept. 22. It goes next 
to Washington, before 
bow. No leads set yet. 


Pop-Priced Play Sked 
Mapped on Coast. For 





Los Angeles, July 22. 


Pop-priced series of plays and/ last week here by Blevins Davis, 
musicals will be launched this fall| show's producer and angel. Whole 
by Henry Duffy, vet local legit pro-| idea of the tour, Davis said, is to 


its N. Y.| 


| Negro cast, is set to tour Europe | do excerpts from plays, including | 
| this fall, opening Sept. 1 for two|“The Man Who Came to Dinner.” | 
| weeks at the Vienna Opera House. 


| Berlin, Sept. 15, in connection with 
| the Berlin Fine Arts Festival, and 


Fall by Henry Duffy | fou London, Oct. 6. 


Porgy European 
Tour Dates Set 


Kansas City, July 22. 


“Porgy and Bess,” with its all-| 


The 65-member company then 
goes to the Titania Palace Theatre, 


follows with date at the Stoll The- 


Plans for the tour were revealed 


} 
| 
| 
| 


| Concert & Artists Corp. for his fall 
| concert-reading tour. Tour, which 
| was booked last spring by Selma 
Warlick, head of NCAC’s lecture 
department, will run for six weeks, 
opening in October, with Wooley 
giving performances four nights a 
week, traveling as far as Kansas. 
| Wooley will give readings and 
Although actor has done these 
} readings informally in Saratoga 
this will be his first tour, and his 
first tieup with NCAC. 





‘Miami Musicals Plan 


Balked By Tooter Local 


Call for More Players 


. ~ a4 ° ai Te | 
discuss final details with National} are not content merely to handle 


| legal matters for their talent cli- 
jents, but are also performing du- 
ties of agents, and even poisoning 
the mind of talent against their 
agents. 

It's known that a few top agents, 
plenty burned over the situation, 
have been discussing it informally 
and mulling such action as taking 
their beefs to (a) the N. Y. License 
|Commissioner and (b) the Bar 
| Assn. There's been talk of formal 
| meets to be held on the matter in 
|; early fall, with threats of boycott 
| against certain lawyers, economic 
| pressure, etc. 
| Claiming that certain law yers are 
taking business away from them, 
|} agents cite these grievances: 

1. An agent, unlike a lawyer, re- 
quires a license from, and is super- 


| 


tures now turn a good profit on the | qucer, who is returning to produc-| counter Communist propaganda vised by, the License Commis- 
season. tion on a year-round basis. Duffy | that American Negroes receive no Miami Beach, July 22. | sioner. 
Actually, in many summer thea-| has taken a 10-year lease on the| recognition in the arts. Last year American Federation of Musi-| 2. An agent, unlike a lawyer, 


tres around the country, summer 
stock has become an extension of 
the road, or, rather, a supplement. 

The frantic bidding by cowbarn 
exploiters to obtain the earliest 
rights to reproduce current and 
recent Broadway comedy successes 
is a fair indication of the true func- 
tional role of the rural stage. These 
vernal theatres and their managers 
are now well aware that their audi- 


(Continued on page 58) 


‘Flame-Out,’ Comedy-Melo 
Of U. S. Air Force in Korea, 
Sock in Bolling Base Bow 





Carthay Circle, long-dark 1,518-| 
seat film house located off Wilshire | 
Bivd., near Beverly Hills. 

House will undergo extensive al- | 
terations before opening. Duffy! 
plans to scale the Carthay Circle at | 
a $2 top for straight plays and $3 | 
for musicals. 

Broadway vehicles and names 
will be basis for the Duffy season, 
he reported, with inital produc- 
tions to be announced shortly. In 
his heyday here, between 1924 and 
1942, Duffy operated three houses 
locally, two in San Francisco, two 
in Oakland and one in Portland, | 
presenting such names as Will | 
Rogers, Billie Burke, Jane Cowl, 
Joe E. Brown, Edward Everett Hor- 





|in Norway. 


he sent the Howard U. Players, a 
Negro group, to the Ibsen Festival 


After the London date, the 
Gershwin opera has bids to appear 
at European festival centers in 
Milan, Zurich, Brussels, The Hague 
and Paris before returning to 
Broadway. The company opened in 
Dallas last month, and just con- 
cluded a three-week Chicago stand. 

Davis is guaranteeing the tour 
to extent of $200,000. Undertaking 
is On a non-profit basis, however, 
and is under auspices of the State 
Dept. This is much the same ar- 
rangement under which Davis sent 
Ballet Theatre over for a tour of 23 
European cities two years ago. 


| clans localed here cut off any plans 
for continuance of legit musicals 
at the Cameo Playhouse, when pro- 
ducers Sandy Scott and Nick 
Condos, who had planned to bring 
in “Gentlemen Prefer Blondes” 
and “Kiss Me Kate,” after click of 
Martha Raye in “Annie Get Your 
Gun,” nixed local’s decision to in- 
crease number of orchestral mem- 
bers to be used. 

Decision by the producers may 
mean shuttering of the only pro- 
fessional summer project in the 
area. For “Annie” they had been 
okayed for use of a minimum of six 
musicians. To this number they 
added five men, to insure good 
background of the Irving Berlin 


pays an annual franchise fee to 
Actors Equity Assn. 

3. An agent, unlike a lawyer, has 
the background, knowhow and low- 
down on scripts, producers, direc- 
tors and authors. 

4. An agent, unlike a lawyer, 
doesn't represent conflicting inter- 
ests, while there are lawyers who, 
in the same production, represent 
the producer, author, director, 
actors and/or the investors — in 


(Continued on page 59) 


De Mille, Dollar, Caton 
Preems Set for Fall By 





ton, Charlotte Greenwood, Frank Following its Chicago closing, | score. When the company shifted ° 
Washington, July 22, Craven, Randolph Scott, Eve Ar-| “Porgy” is scheduled for two! Sunday (20) to Dade County Audi- Ballet Theatre In N. y, 
“Flame-Out,” a comedy-drama /| den, Joan Fontaine and others. weeks in Pittsburgh and four/|torium, in the heart of Miami, for New works by Agnes de Mille 
written and directed by Alan Mow- weeks in Washington. Principals] one performance, they were told William Dollar and Edward Caton 


bray, had its preem here Sunday 
night (20) before military brass at 
Bolling Air Force Base Theatre 
after 17 warmup performances at 
various southern bases. 

Performed entirely by airmen on 
active duty, most of whom have 
professional acting experience, play 
deals with “skeletons in the Closet” 
of a group of pilots as revealed 
during a sweating-out of a rainy 

eriod in MIG Valley in Korea. 
uestionable circumstances involv- 
ing shooting down of one of the 
pilots, a cancer victim, throwing 
suspicion on the wing-man assigned 
to protect him, make for a strong 
ending. 

_ Although held down by regula- 
tions in ruggedness of dialog, Mow- 
bray has put together a compact, 
well-paced, exciting bit of theatre 
which should appeal to civilians as 
well as Air Force GI’s who get a 
great kick out of familiar situa- 
tions portrayed. With a less re- 
Stricted script which a Broadway 
commercial production would al- 
low, and which Mowbray plans (he 
retains commercial rights), play 
offers possibilities of another ‘‘Com- 
mand Decision.” 

“Flame-Out” will have a two-day 
run, beginning Friday (25), at 
Mitchell Air Base, Hempstead, L.I. 
In charge of production is Mai. 
Jack Starnes Clay, a former adagio 
dancer who performed under name 
of Jack Starnes. Levy. 





St. L. Community Group 


COMEDIE FRANCAISE CO. 
IN BUENOS AIRES BOW 


Buenos Aires, July 15. 


The Comedie Francaise Co., ar- 
rived in Buenos Aires this week 
and had barely 48 hours for final 
rehearsals before opening Friday 
(18) in Moliere’s “Le Bourgeois 
Gentilhomme” at the Odeon The- 
atre. 

Classic has been produced only 
once before in Buenos Aires, at 
the Colon Opera Theatre in 1936. 
Leading parts at the Odeon will be 
played by Louis Seigner and 
Beatrice Bretty. 

Comedie must limit its perform- 
ances in Buenos Aires to six, as 
most of its members are due back 
in France for film or legit com- 
mitments. Second production will 
be “Ines de Castro,” by Henri 
Montherlant, followed by “Les 
Tempts Difficiles,” by Edouard 
Bourdet, in which young actress 
Helene Perdriere will make her 
first bow to an Argentine audience. 
“Le Mariage de Figaro” will be 
the fourth production, and Sala- 
crou’s “Les Fiances du Havre” the 
only concession to modernity. Ac- 
cording to time-honored custom, 
closing performance will be a 
poetic reading, including Alfred de 
Musset’s “On ne Saurait Penser a 
Tout.” 


are William Warfield, Leontine 
Price and Cab Calloway, with Alex- 
ander Smallens conducting. 

Davis currently is spending some 
time here at his Glendale Farms 
home, east of the town. 


M’w’kee Road Hypo Meet 
Starts; St. Paul to Follow 


Milwaukee, July 22. 

The 1952-53 campaign to im- 
prove theatregoing conditions on 
the road was launched yesterday 
(Mon.) in Milwaukee. Subscription 
audience of 6,000 is being sought 
for the six-play subscription series 
sponsored here by the Theatre 
Guild-American Theatre Society, 
under auspices of the Council of 
the Living Theatre. Sam McDow- 
ell is in Milwaukee to direct the 
campaign. 

Tomorrow (Wed.), reps of the 
Council and Theatre Society will 
meet with civic leaders in St. Paul, 
with view to a similar campaign 
there for a five-play program. The 
Minneapolis campaign will begin | 
next Monday (28). Goal there is 
also 6,000 enrollees for a seven- 
play subscription series. 


Ist Pitt. Barn Casualty, 
But Owner to Carry On| 








Pittsburgh, July 22. | 


20 men would be required. Offer 
of 15 to be utilized was nixed, with 
decision not to run any more musi- 
cal plays resulting on part of the 
producers. 

Incident recalls last year when 
Carol Bruce came in with “Pal 
Joey” at the Roosevelt, Miami 
Beach, and was told that she would 
have to use six men in addition to 
the two pianists who had been 
playing the accompaniment in sum- 
mer stock elsewhere. This resulted 
in lobby concerts by the added 
local music makers, there being no 
score arrangements for them to 
play. 


Kelly, Young Set for Tour 
In ‘Country Girl’ on Coast 


La Jolla, Cal., July 22. 

“Season in the Sun,” fourth of- 
fering this season, opens tonight 
(22) at La Jolla Playhouse, with 
Nancy Kelly, of the Broadway cast, 
and Howard Duff starring, and 
staging and lighting by James Neil- 
son. Coast premiere of “Affairs of 
State” is set for next Tuesday (29), 
with Marsha Hunt and Tom Pow- 
ers starred. 

Deal is reportedly set for Miss 
Kelly and Robert Young to star in 
the Paula Stone production of 
“Country Girl,” opening Aug. 22 





| in the Russ Auditorium, San Diego, 


before going on the road. 





will be presented by Ballet Thea- 
tre during its three-week stay at 
the Met Opera House, N. Y., start- 
ing Sept. 25. The De Mille work, 
tentatively titled “Civil War Suite,’ 
has sets and costumes by Lemuel 
Ayres, and music by Virgil Thom- 
son arranged by Jerome Moross. 
This isn't a new score originally 
written for this ballet, but music 
by Thomson which hasn’t been 
published, and which Moross is 
specially arranging for the suite, 
Work is in three scenes, and will 
be Ballet Theatre's most important 
new offering. Miss De Mille’s “Tal- 
ly-Ho” may also be revived. 

Troupe will also present a new 
production of “Graduation Ball,” 
which is being built on the Coast, 
and will be rehearsed there by its 
original choreographer, David Lich- 
ine, when Ballet Theatre plays the 
Hollywood Bowl Aug. 7-9 and 14- 
16, Other summer date of the 
troupe is at Red Rocks, Col., July 
25-26, under auspices of the Den- 
ver Symphony Society. 

After its N. Y. date, which ends 
Oct. 12, Ballet Theatre will start 
a tour Oct. 14 in White Plains, 
N. Y., that will take it to 93 U. S. 
and Canadian cities, winding in 
Providence, R. I., April 18. 


HARRITY ‘SONATA’ SET 
FOR WHITE BARN BOW 





After the Comedie folds Aug. 5, First strawhat casualty here- ” 
Ousted After 23 Years! it may proceed to Santiago de | spout 4 F ; rd ville’ The Dogtave Sonata,” sew play 
St. Loui Chile for a couple of stands. It ee ee a vee Frear Park Bows by Richeré Herrity, concerning 
/. uis, July 22. , ‘ Wagon Wheel Playhouse at The Panama and the waiting war, will 


A long-standing hassle between 
owners of the Artists Guild, home 
of the Community Playhouse in the 
west end, and the actors group, 
last week resulted in the group 
being ousted from its quarters 
after 23 years of occupancy. Group 
termed the eviction “harsh” and 
unWarranted,” especially after 
their long association with the 


has already visited Rio de Janeiro, 
Sao Paolo and Montevideo. 


Guild Upping Buffalo 


List to Six Offerings | 
Buffalo, July 22. | 








Society subscription series 


|}gave up the ghost after just two 
Theatre Guild-American Theatre weeks. Foldo took place suddenly, 
for |24 hours 
Buffalo will be increased from five | Named Desire” was to have opened. 


Pines, highway dine - and - dance 
place on Route 19. Mayville, who 


Troy, N. Y., July 22. 
Frank Myers will open his sec- 





started the under-the-tent opera- | 
tion late last summer, tried it with | 
an Equity company this time and | 


before “A Streetcar 


ond season at the Frear Park 
Summer Theatre with “Harvey” 
tomorrow (Wed.), presenting it for 
eight performances in two weeks. 
Myers, who has appeared at the 
Spa Summer Theatre in Saratoga, 
will hold all shows for a fortnight 
this year. 

Other pieces tentatively sched- 


be tried out Saturday and Sunday 
nights (26-27) by Lucille Lortel at 
her White Barn Theatre, Westport, 
Conn. Robert Lanning will stage. 

Harrity, at present an indie TV 
producer, had his short play. “Hope 
Is A Thing With Feathers,” done 
on Broadway in 1948. 


Texas State Fair Pacts 





| 
| 


eS ee ee 
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Guild, to six plays during the coming; After a four-night shutdown,/uled are “The Man Who Came 
James W. Harmon, prez of the| season. Buffalo members will re-| however, Philip Reicher, operator|To Dinner,” “Born Yesterday,” T ell § ‘Bo ’ . 
Guild, said the move was made| ceive renewal blanks for the six | of The Pines, took over the prop-| “Angel Street” and “An Inspector err to tage a i 
plays with reservations of previous Calls.” Betty Shannon (Mrs. My- Dallas, July 22. S 


after the board of governors decid- 
ed that more space was needed by 
the Guild for its own use, and that 
the tenancy of the actors was too 
expensive for the Guild. Alvin 
Mendel, prez of the actor group, 
a the group will continue re- 
earsal of “Light Up the Sky” in 
members’ homes, with the presen- 





tation skedded for September in a 
location not yet selected, i 


seat holdings held until July 21. 

Series includes Katharine Cor- 
nell in “The Constant Wife,” “‘Tree 
Grows in Brooklyn,” “Jane” and 
the Roland -Young production of 
“The Country Girl.” Two more 
plays will be selected from “Call 
Me Madam,” “I Am a Camera” 
and “Gigi,” which are announced 
as available, 





erty, rechristened it the Pines Play- 
house and announced he would go 
through the remainder of the 
Wagon Wheel’s schedule, although 


ers, who also has played at Sara- 
toga), directed “Harvey.” 
Company includes Fred Downey, 





with a non-Equity cast made up of 
some of Mayville’s lesser players 
and several new ones recruited 
from Carnegie Tech and the Pitts- 
burgh Playhouse. Reicher hired 
Harvey Jurlik, of Tech, to direct 
for him. 


holdover from last year; Pat Keas- 
| by, Carl Sarine, Alex Glass, Jane 
| Gabriel, Charles Foelix and Gerald 
| Perschetz. Don Birkmayer is 
j;house manager. Myers holds a 
| lease on the theatre, located on a 
|knoll in municipal park, everlook- 
bing the Hudson River, 


State Fair of Texas has signed 
St. John Terrell, Lambertville, 
N. J., musicals-in-the-round im- 
presario, to produce a one-hour 
tent showing of Jerome Kern's 
“Show Boat” on the midway 
through the fair’s run, Oct. 4-19. 

Terrell will import his cast, and 
stage three daily shows, with added 
shows on weekends. 





— 
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Strawhat Reviews 


Here’s Mama 


Ogunquit, Me., July 17. 


John Lane presentation of Carol Irwin 
Production comedy in two acts ‘16 
scenes) by Frank Gabrielson. Stars Pez¢y 
Wood. Directed by Ralph Nelson; settings, 
Ann de Coursey. At Ogunquit fe.’ Play- 
house. July 14. °52; $3 top 


Pee, ee Rosemary Rice 
nat seecaes sin cil Robin Morgan 
Nels ee nance. wae see 
Papa e- jeade Ju ison ‘ 
Mama ree . Peggy Wood 


Aunt Jenny (as Ruth Ba es 
Gunnerson c art er 
Telephone Salesman G. Albert Sm 

Pete Jacksoh - Will Armstrong 
Mr. O'Hara ...- Francis ¢ = 
< at or 
Sarahanne Jackson ..... Janet Par! r 
Mme. Torsen neev ces Lilia Skala 


Florist . .. - --sevccees . Jackson Young 
Chauffeur sdananene Paul Dozois 
Spaffer Cullen ......-+-- Kenny Delmar 
eer rrr ss Daisy Atherton 


Anna Maria Ella Treble 





This is a slick transferral of an 
already kudos-loaded TV _ strip 
from an electronic to a direct-im- 
pact medium. It was good before. 
and can’t help but be better now— 
in- warmth, color and sans plugs 
for coffee. Whether it could be 
considered a realistic possibility 
for N. Y. would .be based on 
whether enough customers would 
pay to sit in on the humorous and 
lovable antics of characters who 
were concurrently on tap tor tree 
It’s better this way, but is it that 
much better? 

Kathryn Forbes’ novel, “Mama's 
Bank Account,” has been parlayed 
into plenty of coin via John Von 
Druten’s legit production, “I Re- 
member Mama.” which was subse- 
quently filmed, and then the 
CBS-TV series, “Mama,” which 1s 
the direct progenitor of this per- 
mutation. The law of diminishing 
returns is bound to begin operating 
at some point, and this might be 
where 

Frank Gabrielson, who has au- 
thored most of the “Mama” epi- 
sodes for CBS, is still writing 
episodes here, which in subsequent 
very kindly notices are sure to be 
termed “vignettes.” An attempt is 
made in the second (and final) act 
to tie it all up in a semblance of 
unity, but the effort isn’t whoie- 
hearted. A serial writer always 
leaves something for next time, even 
though with the latest episode the 
show is going off the air apparently 
forever. Here there's a senseless 
cliffhanger, too, with a kid in- 
troduced in the last few minutes 
ot action who is about to g0 
schizoid as result of the neglect 
of an opera-singer parent, with 


the only resolution of the dis- 
turbing situation the onlooking 
family’s heightened regard for 
their own more-considerate 
“Mama.” 


The episodes, for all practical 
purposes, may be counted by the 
number of scenes. of which there 
are 16. “Mama” is presented with 
a telephone, with plenty of play 
around this gadget, only here the 
dialect is Norwegian. A superan- 
nuated grocer of 35 pleads for the 
hand in marriage of the 1912 teen- 
Ster daughter. Papa loses his job 
Papa finds a job, miraculously by 
means of the telephone of a few 
episodes back. Nels is discovering 
the world of women, and after the 
nightly flashing of his father’s 
watch fails to hold the interest of a 
particular gal, he goes out and gets 
himself tattooed. Papa's old flame 
from the old country sweeps into 
town as the prima donna of a 
touring opera company, with a lot 
of comfortably humorous business 
stemming from this. 

The cast, with but a few minor 
exceptions. is the CBS-TV troupe 
and if the playing is flawless 
throughout, it’s perhaps no won- 
der, considering the time they've 
been at it. Peggy Wood and Jud- 
son Laire are so near-perfect in 
the main roles that one can't 
imagine other actors ever having 
essayed the parts. or ever daring 
to try them in the future. Rose- 
mary Rice. Robin Morgan. and 
Dick Van Patten were certainly 
the three most agreeable young- 
sters ever to be assembled in 
front of an iconoscope, and here 
their attractiveness is enhanced by 
addition of color and a few dimen- 
sions. Lilia Skala is believable as a 
Norse soprano. and Ruth Gates 
does her usual nice stint as Aunt 
Jenny. Kenny Delmar planed in 
from the Coast to project a com- 
edy sailorman for 10 minutes 

The staging is adequate, with the 
present longish waits between epi- 
sodes sure to be cut down as time 
goes on. The principal set. a cut- 
away of the family's living room 
and kitchen, is straight from TV. 
and extremely effective. A scrim 
of the front of the house is lowered 
frequently for good results, and 
used at the beginning along wit! 
a tape of the TV intro theme. wit! 
each main character being broug! 
into focus with baby spots. At th 
historic moment, TV technique be- 
gan its invasion of the theatre 

vit. 


. 
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Peter Frest 
Spring Lake, N. J., July 22. 


Rea John. Powers presentation of com- 
edy in three acts by Nicholas Cosentino 
Directed by Cosentino. At Ivy Tower 
Playhouse, Spring Lake. N. J., Juty 21. °52. 


DTURR. .. .~- «> wactccsecdsene Ann Dere 
Agnes Fontayne.......... . Grace Powers 
Julia Fontayne .........--- Edith Bell 
Peter Frost a d6édeveeds en eee 
Jennifer Ledbetter .... Mary Graham 
Horace Granville ...... Rea John Powers 
Ronnie Marshall ...... Mark Eliot 


Fedrico Benvenuto ..Charles Massinger 

Nicholas Cosentino’s move from 
Mulberry St., N. Y., where he 
settled in September, 1935, with 
“Moon Over Mulberry. Street.” 
into the world of women’s maga- 
zines and classical music in his 
new comedy, “Peter Frost has 
not been made with comfortable 
ease. 

Cosentino seems awed by his new 
surroundings, in which the women 
are all beautiful and glamorous, 
work hard and live dangerously, 
and in which they want their af- 
fairs of the heart to be “gay and 
free and with no obligations.” He 
becomes so impressed with them, 
that they never develop into living | 
people, but behave like the play- 
wright thought those, who were 
discovering the word “sophistica- 
tion” in the 1920s. must have 
acted. 

As seen in its “prior to Broad- 
way” presentation at the Ivy 
Tower Playhouse, “Peter Frost” 
Starts out with an original idea in 
having the lady editor of Women 
of. Today magazine visit in the 
home of the son of her deceased 
rival, the former editor and pub- 
lisher of Lady Fair. Their rivalry 
dates back to the days of their 
student days in Rome and they 
were busy “living in sin” with the 
same man. 

She brings along her daughter 
and is out to get rid of Lady Fair 
at all costs, even if she has to buy 
it. Peter Frost, the title character, 
is more interested in composing 


music than in publishing and edit- | ously, it’s now used constantly dur- | 


ing his inheritance, but he won't 
give up the magazine. 

Peter thinks he wants to marry 
the lady editor until he learns 
about 
bottle of scotch with the daughter. 


from Rome, now a 
parent of 14 children, for the sur- 
prise finish 
surprise that it loses its effective- 
ness. 

The playwright has failed to 
create inherently humorous scenes 
in which the characters can be 
genuinely witty or amusing. His 
dialog has too many jokes, which 
seem funny to Cosentino, but do 
not stem from the situations. They 
become the playwright’s private 
jokes about his characters. 

Yielding the direction to the au- 
tor, Earl Dawson, Ivy Tower's 
resident director, plays the title | 
role, giving .Peter Frost more, 
humor and sympathy than does! 
Cosentino. 


malapropisms taken out. only 


productive | and then being disappointed —| sustains character and 
t which poignancy critics seemed to funny without props. 
It is so much of a fing lacking—is more pointed up consented to a La Jolla appearance 


and the 





Legit Followup 


Wish You Were Here 
(IMPERIAL, N. Y.) 


Musical version of 
Kober’s Catskill 











| ‘Time for Elizabeth 
La Jolla, Cal., July 20. 


ag 
reemed at the Imperial June 25. | 52; $4.20 top. 
~ excited almost as much trade | Mr. Robinson 


Walter Schaeffér......... Russell Hicks 
Eden Hartford 
decses Groucho Marx 


and outside comment since its DOW | wiss Greene ......00000.. 
as before its premiere. Ed Davis 


: sc ac | Harrison Oglethorpe seeded Dick Elliott 

Before. it was such problems aS! rity Schaefer .......-.. Tastee Castahed 
the 20-foot long, $28,000 swimming | Mr. McPherson ......... Leonard oe 
pool which prevented out-of-town y~ By oo aeneee sty a: A a 
tryouts and made paid previ€WS | Richard Coburn .........-. Johnny Sands 


to heterogenous audiences neces-| Homer Jasper .......+.-++- Will Wright 


sary. Now it is such matters Se eae. 
the unusual methods employed by amy Zwilling 
management to get attention. as 
well as the show changes, in et- Groucho Marx’ return to the 
fort to offset original notices stage after 22 years is a significant 

Heavy radio and TV spot cam- curious theatre event, Shedding 
paign is plugging “Wish” in un-| his Marxian trappings, Groucho 
expected places. Life magazine plays an ey straight a - 
last weekend, in a two-page pic- “Time for Elizabeth,” season's thir 
ture-text “prescription for an ail-' offering at La Jolla Playhouse. 
ing show,” referred to the “major A pleasant if uneven comedy, 
job of play doctoring” and cited “Time for Elizabeth” is the 
changes made since the preem. S° Groucho-Norman Krasna collabo- 
that the -taeracar tt has a brighter , ration which ran a week on Broad- 
chance of survival. ; way, with Otto Kruger starring, in 
a = the cage ela September, 1948. Since revised 
firms this. ere is g extensively, e play remains a 
tone of pot show. It's aa “4 flimsy souffle with too many laugh- 

~ 12 ic e 0 < -o ; 
mental and ron _ c d. idyllic less lines to be a first-rate comedy 
story is more simple and idyllic,’ and insufficient penetration for a 
rather — meg BO be pl study in irony. Nonetheless, iM hes 
sweet love story of kids at CaMP.| moments of sharp wit in whic 
The love story has been changed | fruths are well stated and the per- 
a — —— verseness of human desire is effec- 
now has the young waiter ‘Chick’! tively put into focus. 

i i { ; “soe | ’ : : 

offering the girl ‘Teddy’ marriage, Dertreving 3 busincien, With 


——— os — Longe geese full inventory of troubles, Groucho 


: = .| proves a good actor while project- 
po ergs Bw Pll — po ps ing the warmth of a great humorist. 
happy alliance-to-be. Her ill-! Occasionally he yields to tempta- 
matched fiance now bravely gives tion—and audience hopes—with a 
het up. Book has a different end- Marxian leer, uplifted eyebrow and 
ing and more force stooped walk. It’s to Groucho's 

a iefly credit that he uses his famed man- 
h The —, though a oe Y>|nerisms so sparingly. The play 
as sock impact to audiences) would disappear, going from un- 


Sécccese Marie Lund 
cave eneve Madge Blake 


who are apparently completely sur- | pretentious comedy to farce. Gone, 


prised and excited by it. Where too would be Groucho’s charac- 
it stood empty part time previ-/ terization. 

; - - | By no means is Groucho’s shed- 
ing the scene, for maximum effect.' ging of Grouchoisms the play's 
A third change finds some of Fay S!major value, for then it would be 
, a negative curiosity piece. 
Poignancy of working girls sav-' Not only does Groucho play a dif- 


22-year-old girls over 4/ing up all year for the two-week | ferent role, he plays it well. Guided 


- camp splurge to find mates or ati by J ° i 4 “i 
Mother's old lover is flown in |ieast eo “contacts” or y James Neilson’s skillful. un-| 


Groucho 
is truly 
{Groucho 


ates,| derstanding direction, 


now. only on condition that Neilson, 
Altogether, “Wish” is a very-' Playhouse resident director on 
pleasant show, tuneful, funny and leave from Columbia Pictures, 
smooth-running, with no dull or handle staging.) 
dead spots. Such tunes as “Could)| necessity, Groucho’s inter- 
Be,” “Where Did the Night Go" pretation disappoints many in the 
title song are stand-/| sellout audience. Particularly at 
out; vocal arrangements are unu- the start, laughter is hesitant in 
sual, and the cast young, peppy,| anticipation of familiar Groucho 
talented and hard-working. It's a| gestures that never materialize. 
good show without arty preten-/ Faced with an unreasonable handi- 
sions. The $7.20 tab may be too cap, Groucho’s performance is all 
high; a $6 or even $4.80 top would | the more remarkable for its dogged 
appeal more to conventioneers, devotion to his acting intent. 
tourists, buyers and the family: 
trade this show is meant for and superb. Expressing genuine devo- 


La Jolla Playhouse production of com- 
Arthur edy in three acts Gee scence) by Groucho 
4 Norman Krasna. rs Groucho 

camp comedy, Marx and? 
: ” Sake Marx. Directed and lighted by James 
“Having Wonderful Time,” which | Neijson at La Jolia Playhouse, July 15, 


as George Zwilling....--++.++++- Sig Ruman 


As the wife, Mary Philips is | 


Dawson fills in the 
gaps and never does Peter become 
the silly ass that he could have} 
been ) 
Edith Bell, with the daughter 
role, doesn’t have much more to 
do than look desirable: Grace 
Powers, as the lady editor. puts 
fire into an anger scene, and Mary 
Graham has the one well-written 
part in the whole comedy. that 
ot Peter's frustrated and museum- 
going girl friend. 

Cosentino, in his staging. han- 
dies his play with too much re- 
spect. He plays it straight, thereby 
making the high<omedy qualities 
seem as pseudo as they actually 
are. 

“Peter Frost” comes off as a 
good try for warm-weather fare. 
but, in its present state. should 
never venture out of the rural 
areas. Vern. 


Current Road Shows 


‘July 21-Aug. 2 

“Bell, Book and Candle” (Joan 
Bennett, Zachary Scott'—Harris 
Chi. 121-2 

“Call Me Madam”—Philharmon- 
ic Aud., L.A. (21-26): War Memo- 
rial Aud... S.F. (28-2) 

“Fourposter” (Jessica Tandy 
Hume Cronyn'\—Civic Aud.. Pasa- 
dena 25-26); Biltmore, L.A. ‘28- 





“Good Night Ladies’—National 
’ +, 1.9 

aii ~ir~< 

“Guys and Dolls"—Shubert. Chi- 
cago (21-2). 
“Moon is Blue” ‘David Niven 
Diana Lynn'—Alcazar. Frisco 
26'; United Nations, SF. (28-2 
“Porgy and Bess'—Nixon. Pitts- 
burgh (21-2) 

“Song of Norway”-—-Aud. Port- 
land, Ore. (22-23): Mayfair. Port- 
land, (24-29); Met. Seattle (30-2 
“South Pacific” Janet Blair. 
% bb Tilton\—Opera House. SF 
21-26); Philharmonic Aud BA 
28-2 


' “Stalag 17°—Geary, SF. (21-2 


should be aimed at. Bron. 


Barn Notes 


Jo Hurt, last on Broadway in 
“Cradle Will Rock,” more recently 
singing on TV and in niteries, will 





play Annie in “Annie, Get Your | 


Gun” at Finger Lakes Lyrics Cir- 
cus, Skaneateles, N. Y., July 29- 
Aug. 2... Barry Martin, Dorethy 
Rice and James Holland to do 
leads in “Anna Lucasta” at Old- 
town Theatre, Smithtown Branch, 
L. L., week of Aug. 4... John For- 
sythe and John Dall to have leads 
in “The Hasty Heart” at Westport 
‘Conn.) Country Playhouse next 
week (28), with Mary Fickett. 
daughter of Homer Fickett. direc- 
tor of “Theatre Guild on the Air” 
in the sole femme role. 

Ruth Manning, legit-TV actress. 
to appear next week in “Affairs of 
State” at Lakes Region Plavhouse. 
Gilford-Laconia, N.H. 

Jeroam Staff, of the William 
Morris agency’s tele sector, has 
optioned “Masquerade.” a play 
he wrote last season in conjunc- 
tion with Lawrence Hazard. to 
Cooperman & Watkins, for planned 
production in the fall 

Frank McMullan, associate pro- 
fessor of play production at Yale. 
is guest director for Ohio State 
Us Stadium Theatre production 
of “Charley’s Aunt.” in arena 
style. which opened a five-night 
run last night ‘Tues.) at Columbus. 





Mary Morris’ Return 
Arden, Del., July 22. 

Mary Morris returns to the stage 
as Mrs. Muskat in “Liliom” this 
week, at Robin Hood Theatre, 
Arden, with John Drew Devereaux 
in the title role and Barbara Bel 
Geddes as Julie. 

She's also scheduled to play the 
part of Fabie in next week's pro- 
duction of “The Road to Rome” 
here, 


,tion and unsaccharine niceness. 
, she seems a firm anchor for any 
| dramatic uncertainties that may 
_have distressed Groucho. Young 
romance is provided ably by 
Peggie Castle and Johnny Sands, 
and such character pros as Russell 
Hicks. Dick Elliott, nard Mudie 
and Will Wright are convincing. 


Sig Ruman and Madge Blake are | 


| effective as the stolid, hopelessly 
Square couple, while both Marie 
Lund and Claire Carleton turn in 
capable jobs. 


Two sets, the office of a high- | 


powered business executive and the 

living room of a Florida apartment, 

are excellent Ariel Ballif creations. 
n. 


Danger. Men Working 


Hollywood, July 18. 

George Boroff production of d 
three acts (four scenes) by John D. Stew- 
art. Directed by Mordecai Gorelik. Setting 
by Joseph Gantman. At Circle Theatre 


Workshop. Hollywood, July 17, 1952; $2.40 
Op. 








Desmond Doherty....... Wat ’ 
Patrick Hoy Sesry — 
Erskine Craig . seeeeeeee. N@lson Welch 
Gerry McMahon ......:...John Alderson | 
SUE WOMENS cccccccseee< Robert Arnold 
Charles Quinn ......... Donald Elson 


Fred Scanling ......... Ed 

Mary Reilly wi” Corol Hill 
Sam Toler 
Major Trumbell 


wtbéeendeteces Tom Hatten 





Like so many British imports, 
John D. Stewart's Study of conflict- 
ing social ideas needs considerable 
rewriting before it can achieve any 
commercial success in the U. S. 
At the moment, it might more aptly 
be titled “Danger, Men Talking.” 

Basically, Stewart's script is a 
plea for adoption of “humanity” in 


dealings with people. His conflict | 


revolves around the differing ideas 
of engineers in charge of buiid- 
ing a new hospital in Ireland. 
One, an opinionated trouble- 
shooter brought in to speed the 
job, drives the crew with no re- 
gard for their safety or morale 
His tactics lead to a fatal accident 
_and he departs. with the more 
jhumane engineer beginning to 


rama in | 


Carol Hill 
v0 66060 sce ie ce Je Torey | 


Plays Out of Town 


ips up the threads an 
j}his teamwork methods 

| Generally interesting the seri, 
currently is suffering from i 
| and verbosity. What i: needs Sn 
| is a faster first act and at Jeg 
| action scene added: aes Se 
| Despite the drawbacks 
|} Gorelik has managed 


d resume 


Mordeeaj 


tO stage is 
|with some tension. and ¢..°"." 


| formances help the Poe ase 
|rough spots. Best are Jow rT, * 
(Jeff Corey) as the troubleche,. 
and Nelson Welch as } saa 
with competent s: 
Harry Cooper as an Irish 
Watson Downs as a . 
John Alderson as a worker ~ 
| Single office set by Joseph Car 
man helps set the rough and —..3 
mood. ib 








| ‘Slap-Happy' 


aman COMtinued from pare 53 ——_ 
— 








jences will be composed lar 
; Winter city-dwellers who 
; didn’t get a chance to see the hi 
|on Broadway or on tour ~e 
| More and more, in recent Years 
| the role of the summer the atre has 
| become that of giving a bargain. 
| counter view of at least one celeb 
| rity in something resembling a pro. 
fessional production of a recen; 
Broadway hit. 
| Since there are hundreds of 
| these june-bug theatres around the 
; country, Since many of them play 
jto 3,000 or 4,000 persons a week 
| for eight and ten weeks, and gross 
jas high as $150,000 in one season. 
| and yet, while doing al! this enjoy 


o 
~ 


| important professional exemptions, 
| the logical query is: how commer- 
;Cial can an amateur get? 
| This question has obviously been 
| bothering Actors Equity in recent 
| years, and perhaps the time has 
; come when other facets of the pro 
|fessional stage should be con- 
| cerned. 

Script Supervision 
Why isn't the Dramatists Guild 
| interested in the way in which an 
;author’s script is handled in sum- 
mer stock? Because of the multiple 
| productions, royalties from stock 
|rights have become handsome, but 
little supervision is maintained 
over casting, script revisions or 
| physical production. However, the 
| possibility is enormous that in one 
|} Summer as many theatregoers may 
| see a recent comedy success in 1% 
;/Summer stock productions as saw 
the original on Broadway during 
(a 12-month run. And at least, a 
; dozen different version: of the play 
would be presented. 

Constant employment of profet 
sional actors and high-grade com- 
mercial literary products on a semi- 
pro or outright amateur level isa 
curious phenomenon of summer 
stock, and possibly the clue to the 
mystery of what summer stock i 
becomming. 

Time te Grow Up 

There is no longer any pretense 
of workshop, training school, or ex- 
| perimental theatre about the ms 
| jority of the pasture palaces. These 
| beach Barnums are in show bus 
| mess for the buck as much as alj- 





; one, and they are exploiting some 
| of the best theatrical properties 18 
|a curiously impractical way. The 
‘moment the indelicate issue & 
finances is raised in connection 
with summer stock. a hue and cry 
instantly arises from the cowbarn 
impresarios who scream that their 
limited operation, smal] theatres 
and high costs make a full-scae 
| professional operation impossiv¢ 
for them. 
| It’s time now for summer stock. 
which has been adolescent for -# 
| years, to become adult and assume 





a responsible position in the ter 
‘tre world. cs 
| There seems little question that 
/summer stock, still functioning °° 


stance 


the creaky frame of amateur sé" 
ing, needs a whole new evaluatio# 
as a permanent feature ot what 5 
left of the legitimate theatre 


As long as summer Stocs 7-3 
tinues to demand pauperizing © 
emptions and privileges. ‘a 


of the legit theatre win revi’ 
sort of slap-happy. star dusted 
lolescent and never be a0.e ‘° 5 


up. 
Certainly, by this = 
summer theatre impresatie by 
admit that the cowbarn aspee’ 
the operation is entire. Ryd - 
the boards. The nove:ty "* | 
off. Each and everyone 35 (8 **"" 
bid for top names and P* 
Actually, today, summer. © 
a class B or C circult : 
hits. The public no lonse: 
the local summer stocs + ad 
with very few exception Bae 
community indulgence : 
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" : : its tl ; . * "ers t i swank Niagara Falls 
‘ Pam Marment. Irlin Hall, Timothy Spen- The Way to Keep Haine Lady Eastlake ....... Elien Pollock mits that in recent years “lawyers Housed in the swank - : 


__Wednesday, July 23, 1952 VARIETY LEGITIMATE 59 


+ 
Plays Abroad aide Of Pemenet IR | rom O, “vesk seats ae RAT BARN 100s 
crue ts, Tes heey Licsame "wht Wn, “argue, members, have saz’ NIAGARA FALLS SILOS 


; : ‘ — a hams and Nell O'Day. Directed by Des- : , ‘ 
Glebe Revue jin his sketches, and Arthur mond Devis. Set by Edgar Ritchacd at believes some action will be taken Buffalo. July 22 
Sindee. July 15 Macrae has not only written some Royal Court Theatre Club, Londen. July in the fall. ; — Fa 
ndon. - \of the best sketch items but has 1& 32.81.50 top. | Maude Franchot’s Niagara Falls 








i ; Stdintetinn of ” a ss . >| James Ruskin ...... Ernest Jay Rumsey i it i 

Tenr — ons —— with Dora COMtributed a substantial share of Margaret Ruskin...) Dorothy Green te A x tle guarded - Players strawhat continues to be 
: oe “jean Heal, Diana Decker, Graham the music and lyrics. Myro. GREEGO .. ~~. cccce ces : Henry Longherst 48reeing that lawyers are taking th sil eration in this area 
: Bryan. Joan Het x. George. Benson, ian John Ruskin ....... ..-. Andrew Osborn | aWay agents’ prerogatives, but ad-|‘"¢ top silo operation in thi o 


Carmichael, Myles Eason, Hilary Alan, ; aoe . Barbara Murray 


Honor Blair. Directed by William Jobn Millais ....... Clement McCallin have added on a great deal of | ‘Ontario! Junior High Schoo! air- 











3 . - ~ eres 2 oe a ‘ Z . rs ; 4 } atre =) ; rh Y 
: Chappell. Music, ene pn _— London. July 10. Mr. Sparrow ....... Moray Watson extra work that’s expensive. We conditioned theatre auditorium, 
r h Addi . es Zwar, , ; —--— : : ‘ istome mfort is at a maxXi- 
Coward, Richard Addingell. Charles Zwat-| London Arts Theatre Committee pres | now have extra law work, as well customer. comfort is, at a} 
: Dona vnompson; lyfics, Kayne, Coward. ao on an A After being practicaily dormant as increased operating costs, and ™U™- With : re aaset 
homps 4) > r Myers, | Arthur Murphy Directed by mal I Eg BORO ‘ ~ “ 4 equipment 
yy Fy Rs *.. - Murray At Arts Theatre lub, Lenden . ¢ = - 2° > e Royal can give quicK service anymore . a 40> ‘ 
me ¥ i 2 icnes : reanen , ' - n'c A " PIrVaGUCl u 
og Macrae At Giebe. London Lovemore Derek Birch ‘ rt > CUpoenct as i con And n rease yer ] fee tom at . 
$2.35 top Sir ant Fashiea Ernest Clark Smartest theaire ¢ bh As its first either n + Gare 
— M — — — =. ID jer is hos pia * ‘ . 26.00 
. Lady Cons D 2 American writers. Lawrence W1il- everybody Ss 1aw-conscious these Rose Tattoo,” headed by Mau- 
Encouraged by the success Of Wigiw Belimour Avice Landor ms and Nell O'D ; ; days. Lawyers are encroaching on reen Stapleton and Eli Wallach, 
j - > mee — '. 5 ¥ } ; ‘ + > } } 2 } 
‘ _ season's production of the Musiin “ Fuil a segment of John Ruskir life our Dusiness. withou being able proved a sock draw here a week 
Revue,” Tennent has kept Sideboerd Timothy Bateson , and whict t ; < = hic. to do what we do—sell _ s or ago. Blanche Yurka in “I Remem- 
af u : ¢ ~P* ‘ s —_ — “os 4 ¢ . ’ ‘eee - ‘ A | 
<r | Wi Tony B toric back wind *ic fund en. articles Oe iama s week. Gicd Okay 
>» came team to fashion a new : < 4 “lida i SUD ‘2 - . a r ‘ 
2 : r = ta ‘ Hncatic tor theatre T+ () t ; ‘ r | } 4 r Ss He ) } . 1 
which retains the essential ~ Arts Theatre Club has a! ove to the West End, but its of the firm of Arent. Friedberg Hapi i line with Lanny Ross in 
ott - o 7 sne arts isaneatre ud aS al- . . ree c in 3 ry a fi. 
qualities of slick sophistication <aoggh Biaap:- J. . chances are speculative Rich & Blue, strangely enough, is | Tree Grows in Brooklyn” to fol 
z humor. charm and originality. Ways excelled in presentation oi Authors have concentrated on sympathetic with the agents and ‘@ 
The sequel may not reach the peak 17th and 18th century comedies. Ruskin’s courtship with Effie Grav claims thev have quite a case ae as 


its predecessor but is a saf€) yy civie manner and voice the art- 2nd the few unhappy years that “This condition " he said has Diplomatic VIP Trek Set 








boxoffice bet and assured of a : : 5 follow before the marriage is an- been be . . oy eam . 

ists recapture the glamor and arti- ; : deen brought to my attention by . a ae ass , 
profitab in. . : - ; null S rtrait iter :, oe 
gene precee revue in the MCiality of the period. In this in- nulled. As a portrait of a writer prominent agents in the past and For Edinburgh Fest Bow 
ere is iIntimg ] 











. with a parental fixation the play . , ‘ 
wen +? , Stanc oth cast a irector ex- ae te ear ag e _ I know it’s a burning issue with London, July 15. 
best British tradition. Most of | Stance. both cast and direct €X- succeeds; but the theme is without ,,__ Ss lat — - Ne ae hi 
aa cit ai e r Wact every ounce irom a siender) palief and th “it ¢ “nem some iawyers, possessing The Duke of Edinburgh and at 
the sketches are either topical Or ot which has not been revived in Telef and the writing devoid of sserial Gill’ lx Graftite am enres-| taae « ; ~ 
eal: the lyries are in good Lon ee ar: 100 ve -< .ight and daFk tones Sw On) ent bee a ot ews €- least 50 ambassadors. ministers 
inal vein, and the compact/“ °*-.?**" plaved in a heavy and rather som- ™@™ and having established con- and high comm sic will attend 
cast does sterling work with bright As was the custom f piay- bre key Se ga, oe wersakmg ‘he opening of the Edinburgh Festi 
ateria Production keeps a fast Wrights of this eal! era, tne Com- Staging, casting. and direction ‘°* _ Savorate 10F greene €:ds. ' next month, and will fly from Lon- 
pace and the laughs flow at a con- ©¢) n oralizes a warning to toO are above-average for theatre club They hind it more iucrative tO Hil don in specially chartered planes 
’ $s rate. complacent wives that to sit back productions. Decor is bold and at- UP a Stable of stars and be their Ambassadors and ministers from 
It's the gals in the show who'get 2! be decorative is not enough to tractive and the players have kept agents, instead of sticking to legal | America. Korea. Israel and Yugo- 
hest breaks. with Dora Brvan *™**P 4 husband. once he has been faithfully to the period atmosphere. | practice. The lawyer, being human, | <javia have already accepted invi- 
ec tes - = Ae snared rnicht i ss sham B _ ; ander he y sion aa wR ‘ ee ve - : . 
grabbing top position and best re- S®4Tre¢- One knight is D ashomed Barbara Murray Bives a tender, has sometimes succumbed to the tations, and it’s expected that the 
setion. to be fellowed cleselvy by ‘ ICKNOV edge ais ce ion to — moving peritormance as the frus- glamor of snow people Soviet and Brazilian ambassadors 
ae Heal “hese tee hetewoon i™ fe th he nearly loses her by trated bride whose life is subor- “There’s no prohibition against will also attend 
t have the plum sketches and °>-~ ling an indifferent, domineer- dinated to the wishes of her hus-' a lawyer as a matter of law, from - — io 
t ave U 4 die = * r ing manner. Another husband woos band’s parents Andrew Osborn | act ~ zo gy an genes The royal and diplomatic party 
song numecrm, o& Spiay ‘het |an attractive widow by posing as! plays Ruskin without much spar- a yo cgay <S will attend the Festival's opening 
versatility with a range of con- : : — ~~ | not represent incompatible and in- 


a bachelor and a peer. With the kle, but orothy G oes 

obliging Bee BB ae this woman. | standout R. « ef peony ne consistent interests, especially in 
~~ “ nant Reo } ‘ { Liki A : A aii bik@ai Stancul J ‘ li r-possess 

es are expertly filled by Diane both wives 


Decket Hilary Allene, Pam Mar- 


concert by Sir Thomas Beecham 
the sa oduc B tist and the Royal Philharmonic 
are restored to connu- mother. Ellen Pollock and Clement ame production. But the artist 6, -hestra at Usher Hall Aug. 17. 


trasting material. Other femme 





at and Irlin Hall the first- la! bliss. and the husbands are formances. Myro. warn eg Mg. Prone A ong 4 ae and next morning will see a celor 
on ! ’ anvineed that h , u ; cnows P ty 
named scoring heavily with her convinced that however unfashion- , gent. 1€@ iatier Knows e market film ef the city at Monseigneur 








< able it may in their circle. it is n lace and how to market wares. , 7. . 
tia ‘ 29 able it may in their circle. it is no fj "place a are ieaten net euanios Ghent. be 
solo number, “The Jewel Song. disgrace to admit being in love ff i) New York is full of highly com- | ~ sr = ot le 
Male cas bers a ‘tso gen- wi thoi lacie / nite / aeeiiaid alk ll ; ; present at the opening periorm 
ale cast members arent SO ge€N- with their wives if petent agents and there’s no reaso : : 
erved by the writers. but elle ag 4 . de ill P . ; aSON | ance of the Hamburg State Opera's 
erously served by the writers, bu Derek Birch and Laurence Hardy ff for a lawyer to cut in on them sroduction of “Fidelio” at Kings 
George Benson shines in some handle the errant husband roles producti ngs 











quam Continued from page 57 











| Omec' “es av reacting lie . . y Theatre. 
comedy pieces =, ro Payn with contrasting polished and boor- which event, one or more parties Alice Ghostley of “New Faces of 
has some teasin i spots ich hara terizations h ir mates rm za" ; : ‘ i a 1029" ; > , ’ —_——_—. —_——- 
A A = lg ll “ » ish characterizations. T e ateS may benefit to the detriment of 1952” (Royale, N.Y.) to double into . . ine Set 
awk, sayies mason, taniare delightfully played by Jean! .+,.. the Bon Soir, Greenwich Village Yetta Zwerling : 

TY. “ 7 » § > at i : Lners - - . s a re 2 
Carmichael and Timothy Spencer Harvey and Dorothy Primrose, and Agents’ beef is that the situation Doite. beginning Aug. 5... Hiram Yetta Zwerling, Yiddish stage 
r na I t P ~ . . —~ aller - = s id biety iil SIL’ 4Uli . . 

id off the cast Avice Landone makes an alluring is unfairly competitive as well as Sherman signed for a lead role in comedienne, is set for one of the 
Best individual number by far figure of the wordly-wise widow mane Oe a - “ #3 “Two's Company,” which will star leads in “My Lucky Day,” Yiddish- 
is Noel Coward’s “Bad Times Are Ernest Clark is a hearty, over-em- “” C . Th Sell Plays? Bette Davis. Jerome Robbins to do | American musical comedy to co- 
Just Around the Corner,” which phatic man-about-town, and Tim- an ey se ays. the choreography ... Harald Brom- star Edmund Zayenda, Irving Ja- 


yy , ; . " - 
sriter recently introduced in othy Bateson and -Tony Britton are John Rumsey, head of the So- ley bought the Jane Hinton melo-| cobson and Selma Kaye at the 
a West End cabaret. Paul Dehn credible representatives from be-' ciety of Authors’ Representatives, drama, “The Fourth Degree,” for Second Ave. Theatre, N.Y., this 
again displays a nice light touch | low stairs. Clem. ‘comprising top play and literary ' fall production. season. 


MARTHA RAYE 


in “ANNIE GET YOUR GUN” 


mp GEORGE BOURKE—Miami Herald: 
“More depth than Ethel Merman's .. . Martha Raye's ‘Annie’ is .. . 































; best yet... @ verity and depth which . . . is, theatrically better 
: +. + Glways she (Miss Raye) is greet . .. most heartwarming, solidly 
4 entertaining, big time musical our town has ever had... “ 
: mm—> HERB RAU—Miami Daily News: 
“It is said that Irving Berlin wrote the words ond music for ‘Annie 
AND FROM Get Your Gun’ with Ethel Mermon in mind... we doubt that Miss 
j Mermon ever got more lcughs than Martha Raye with these words 
F ond music ... the presentation . . . is like mo other . . . you've ever 
Hy seen... you'll probably never see another one like it...“ 
The many thousands 
who came to see her 
for two record- 
breaking weeks 
in . 
ANNIE : 
+ 
ig 
GET i 
YOUR i 
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B’way Boxoffice in Further Dip; 
Wish’ Over $26,700, ‘Joey’ 356, 
Pacific’ $33,500, ‘Banana 186 


Broadway legit continued to slide | 
last week, the terrific heat wave | 
adding further pressure to the | 
usual mid-July boxoffice doldrums. | 
Grosses, in many instances, slipped | 
several thousand dollars below the | 
previous week's marks. Friday eve- 
ning (18) was a particularly bad | 
night in many situations, while} 
Saturday matinee had varying re- 





sults, some good, some bad. Sev-| (21), 
eral managements reported strong | sub. 


biz at both Wednesday and Sat- 
urday matinees, 


wk) (MC-$6; 1,659; $50,186) (Mar- 
tha Wright, George Britton). 
Grossed $33,500 (previous frame, 
nearly $37,300). 

“Top Banana,” Winter Garden 
(38th wk) (CD-$6.60-$7.20; 1,519; 
$51,881) (Phil Silvers). Down to 
$18,000 (previous week, over $22,- 


200). Phil Silvers took four-week 
vacation, starting Monday night 
Jack Carter stepping in as 


“Wish You Were Here,” Impe- 


with price the | rial (4th wk) (MC-$7.20; 1,400; $51,- 


factor. Patronage seemed all out | 847). Over $26,700 (previous stan- 
of town; there was little N.Y. trade. |za, almost $29,700). 


Prospects for the current week | 
don’t look much better, between 
the continuing abnormally high 
temperatures and the Democratic 
convention. 

Estimates for Last Week 

Keys: C (Comedy), D (Drama), | 
CD (Comedy-Drama), R (Revue), | 
MC (Musical Comedy), MD (Musi- | 
cal Drama), O (Operetta). 

Other parenthetic designations 
refer, respectively, to top prices; 
number of seats, capacity gross and 
stars. Price includes 20°% amuse- 
ment tax, but grosses are net: 1.e., 
exclusive of tax. 

“Fourposter,” Barrymore (39th 
wk) (C-$4.80; 1,012; $24,996) (Betty 
Field, Burgess Meredith). Down to 
$8,500 (previous week, nearly $10,- 

00). 

. “Guys and Dolls,” 46th St. (87th 
wk) (MC-$6.60;, 1,319; $43,904). 
Reached $40,900 (previous stanza, 


$42,600). 
“King and I,” St. James (69th 
wk) (MC-$7.20; 1,371; $51,717) 


(Celeste Holm). Just under capa- 
city with $51,450 (previous frame. 
$51,700). 
“Male Animal,” Music Box Gee | 
wk) (C-$4.80; 1,012; $25,903) (Elliott | 
Nugent, Martha Scott, Robert Pres- | 
ton’. Grossed $10,320 (previous | 
week, nearly $11,500). . 
“Moon is Blue,” Miller (72d wk) | 
(C-$4.80; 920; $21,586) ‘(Donald | 
Cook, Barry Nelson, Maggie McNa- | 
mara’. Around $6,000 (previous 
frame, $5,900). | 
“Mrs. MeThing,” Morosco (22d 
wk) (CD-$4.80; 912; $26,800) (Helen | 
Haves). Ended run (temporarily) | 
with $13,600 take (previous stanza. | 
nearly $13,100). Will reopen Sept. 8. | 
“New Faces,” Royale (10th wk) 
(R-$6; 1,035; $30,600). Around $22.- 
000 ‘previous week, almost $23,400) 
“Paint Your Wagon,” Shubert 
(36th wk) (MC-$6; 1,361; $41,700) 
Eddie Dowling). Ended run after 
289 performances Saturday night | 
(19) with estimated gross around 
$19,000 (previous week. about $12,- 
500). 

“Pal Joey,” Broadhurst (29th wk) 





(MC-$6.60; 1.160; $39,602) (Vivi- 
enne Segal, Harold Lang!. Good 
$35.000 (previous stanza, about 
$38,000). 


“South Pacific,” Majestic (170th 


—— ee 


Virginia Vincent 




















DONALDSON AWARDS 
“Best Debut Periormance-Actress”’ 
tst—Audrey Hepburn 
2nd—Gusti Huber 
Sed—Janice Paige 
4th—VIRGINIA VINCENT 
Plaza 7-1145 














Singers having problems, desiring te extend 
range, develop volume, bring out pure tone 
and pitch may be assured that this is pos- 
sible with the correct breath control. Learn 
about the anatomical balance and be amazed 
hew much better you can sing, Write for ap- 
pointment, giving full self-description. Box 
V-8976, Variety, 154 West 46th St. N. Y. 36, 





Porgy $61,500, 
‘Dolls’ $34,650, Chi 


Chicago, July 22. 

Chicago is trying to ride out 
effect of complicating factors on 
the boxoffice. If it isn’t the politi- 
cal conventions, it’s the heat or 
strikes. Managements are hoping 
that Aug. 1 will find the usual up- 
swing in progress. “Porgy and 
Bess,” however, wound up a four- 
week stay with a great last week. 

“Guys and Dolls” is advertising 
in dailies in surrounding areas and 
is getting some response. “Bell, 
Book and Candle” is trying for 
break-even grosses till the dol- 
drums are over. Comedy leaves 
for Minneapolis and western tour 
Aug. 16. 

Estimates for Last Week 

“Bell, Book and Candle,” Harris 
(21st wk) ($4.50; 1,000). Just puff- 
ing along with sparse $10,400. 

“Guys and Dolls,” Shubert (21st 
wk) ($6; 2,100). Not too much here, 
either with $34,650. 

“Porgy and Bess,” Opera House 
(4th wk) ($5; 3,600). Lush ending 
with $61,500 for final week, before 
closing Saturday (19). 


RAYE-'ANNIE’ $17,500 
IN NINE MIAMI SHOWS 


Miami Beach, July 22. 

Production of “Annie Get Your 
Gun,” starring Martha Raye, at the 
Cameo Playhouse, ended the week 
with an estimated gross of $13,500, 
plus additional $4,000 at Dade 
County Auditorium for one per- 
formance Sunday (20) at the 2,500- 
seater in the heart of Miami. 

Musical has been held over for 
;an additional week, with the Au- 
ditorium again skedded for a Sun- 
|day-nighter. Featured with Miss 
| Raye are Earl Couvert, Harry Bel- 
{laver, Sammy Walsh, Lea Penman, 
| Denny Desmond and Sandra Sands. 
‘Cameo presents six nightly and 
|two matinee performances. 


Prince’ $34,000, Dallas; 
$66,600 for Fortnight 
| 








Dallas, July 22. 

“Student Prince,” third indoor 
Staging of the ’52 State Fair Musi- 
| cals season, closed Sunday (20) 
| after tallying a $66,600 gross from 
| 41,200 payees for 14 performances. 
Stars were June Roselle and 
| Wesley Dalton, supported by 
| George Irving, Billy House, Betty- 
; Ann Busch, Jordan Bentley and 
| ballerina Anna Cheselka. Big sec- 
, ond week grossed $34,000. 
“Carousel” opened last night 
(Mon.) for two weeks. Revival stars 
'Iva Withers, Brenda Lewis and 


, are Jet MacDonald, Eric Mattson, 


George Irving, Annabelle Lyon and 
Kazimir Kokic. 


‘Ladies’ Good $15,800 
| For 2d Detroit Week 


Detroit, July 22. 





was $14,000. 


| be obtained, 








' until the regular season. 























SIBYL BOWAN 


CAPE COD MUSIC CIRCUS 


Hyanis, Mass. 


‘Bride’ $40,000, St. Loo 


St. Louis, July 22. 

“The Bartered Bride” wound up 
its third one-week frame since 1939 
Sunday (20) in the Municipal 
Theatre Assn’s Al Fresco Play- 
house in Forest Park with an esti- 
mated gross of $40,000. Jarmila 
Novotna, William Hess and Ralph 
Herbert took lead roles with Mary 
Ellen Moylan and Pittman Corry 
as featured dancers. : 

“Countess Maritza” is being re- 
vived for a one-week frame this 
stanza. 


Pacific, $66,950, 
‘Norway 396, SF. 


San Francisco, July 22. 
Legit continues to boom here, 
with three shows doing good biz 





last week. Strong plays are due 
to follow the incumbents, with 
“Fourposter,” starring the Hume 


Cronyns, due Aug. 11 at the Geary, 
and “Jollyanna,” with Bobby Clark 
and Mitzi Gaynor; opening oppo- 
site at the Curran. 

“Country Girl,” starring Nancy 
Kelly and Robert Young, is also 
due here in about five weeks. 

Estimates for This Week 

“Song of Norway,” Curran (4th 
week) (1,771). Sock $39,000 on 
fourth and final stanza. 

“South Pacifie,’” Opera House 
(83d week) (3,252). Smash $66,950, 
with current (fourth) week likely 
to hit over $70,000. 

“Stalag 17,” Geary (ist week) 
(1,551). Okay $18,000. Three more 
weeks to go. 


RECORD ADVANCE CUES 
‘McTHING’ COL. SELLOUT 


Denver, July 22. 

“Mrs. McThing” has broken the 
all-time house record advance sale 
for its Central City, Col., engage- 
ment beginning Aug. 2. As of yes- 
terday (Mon.), after one week of 
public sales, total was $40,837, 
thus out-selling for a similar period 
the 12 legitimate productions ap- 
pearing at Central City since 1932. 

Central City Opera House Assn. 
officials expect, by present indica- 
tions, that the Helen Hayes starrer 
will be sold out before opening 








Second week of “Good Night | Several 
Ladies” grossed a good $15,800 at | Crowds, and sweltering heat other 
the Cass, with evening perform- | ¢Vvenings hurt some, too. 
ances sold out. First week gross ogee Gos Stadium attraction is | 








night for the entire 33 perform- 
ances, which will have four mati- 
nees and four evening perform- 
ances per week. 


Utah Opera-Legit Fest 
Breaks Even With 506 


‘Salt Lake City, July 22. 

U. of Utah Summer Festival 
missed going into black ink this 
year when the Republican conven- 
tion kept an estimated $10,000 to 
$15,000 away from the boxoffice. 
Advance sale for the two produc- 
tions, “Kiss Me, Kate” and ‘“Sam- 
son & Delilah,” made it look like 
a 60G to 65G gross. 

Sale of tix for “Kate” dropped 
off when the conveftion TV got 
hot, and with cloudy skies scaring 
some away from the al fresco musi- 
cal, final gross came to about 
$50,000, an even break. 

“Kate,” starring Patricia Mori- 
son, ran July 7-12, and “Samson,” 
with Clara Mae Turner, Lloyd 
Leech and Jon Geyans, ran July 
17-19. University stadium was 
priced at a top of $3, with special 
discounts for combination tix. 
Maurice Abravanel conducted the 
orch and C. Lowell Lees directed. 


‘Rio’ $25,000 for Six In 


Pitt Stadium Repeat 


Pittsburgh, July 22. 
Summer opera here came a crop- 
per at the midway mark, with “Rio 











Stephen Douglass. In featured roles | Rita,” fifth show of the series of 


|nine, doing the worst business of 
|the year so far at Pitt Stadium. 
Musical was a repeat, having been 
| Srat done here outdoors in 1947, 
but it came nowhere near the origi- 
nal figures, doing barely $25,000 on 
|Six performances. There were no 
| rain-outs, but threatening weather 
nights held down the 


ne Touch of Venus,” which has 


Theatre is air-conditioned, but the most expensive cast of the sea- 
unless suitable summer fare can |S0n, headed by Russell Nype, Kyle | “Horrible 
theatre will go dark MacDonnell, Dick Smart and the 


|dance team of Fisher & Ross. Re- 


=< | inaining attractions are “Annie Get 


Your Gun,” another repeat, “The 
Student Prince,” first time, and 
“Babes in Toyland,’ ‘a repeat, too. 





Leverett Wright, eastern 
{manager for Columbia 
| Mgt., leaving Aug. 5 for Denmark 





to tinalize details of U. S. tour of 
om National Orchestra — this 
all. 





La Nouvelle Eve, Paris 


Darmance, for her fine acro-ballet 
work, and Ami Aaroe, a solid look- 
ing Swedish dancer, who puts fire 
into her interpretation of a gal 
in the throes of temptation. 

The handpicked taxi girls dance 
with stag clients for 200 francs 
(60c) a dance. They can be had 
as companions for the evening, 
with the tab mounting on drinks 
and dances up to 4,000 for the 
evening. There are also two taxi 
boys for unescarted femmes, but 
the gal does not have to pay for 
their services. 

Room is well decorated and lit, 
and fine vantage points for the 
show are in any part of the house. 
The bar has a 650-franc ($1.80) 
cover, with drinks starting at 700 
francs ($2). Show has a big pro- 
duction nut and needs its SRO to 
make coin. Show changes every 
year in November, and heavily 
populated cast and richness of cos- 
tumes take the most of the jack. 

Mosk. 


Thunderbird, Las Vegas 
Las Vegas, July 17. 

Doretta Morrow, Jay Marshall, 
Trint & Manolo, Johnny O’Brien, 
Christina Carson, Kathryn Duffy 
Dansations (7), Jack Hayes, Al 
Jahns Orch (11); no cover or mini- 
mum, 





Adding still another first to his 
mounting collection at this nitery, 
producer Hal Braudis headlines 
thrush Doretta Morrow (New 
Acts). Supported by droll Jay 
Marshall, and the fiery flamenco 
duo of Trini & Manolo, Miss Mor- 
row contributes to an above-aver- 
age chapter. Playing against some 
pretty stiff competition, however, 
biz is likely to dip midweeks. 

Jay Marshall’s turn hasn't 
changed since his last go-round 
here at another spot. Still brings 
up chuckles with his self-defama- 
tion of character and kidding of 
his magico. Flowers from _ his 
sleeve, ring tricks, trick handker- 
chief are presented in his offhand 
way, holding interest. Dialog is 
clever. 

Not too many table-sitters in this 
gambling resort, it is presumed, 
will know the authenticity of Trini 
& Manolo’s flamenco and Iberian 
terpings. It is to the duo’s credit 
that they sell their almost concert- 
hall setup. Opener has plenty of 
sparkle, with clicking footwork and 
castenets. Trini explains sequel, a 
Gypsy legend called “Eternal 
Promise,” then returns after 
Manolo has sketched her likeness 
on canvas with quick brush 
strokes—all the while narrating 
the legend. Trini’s solo here is 
outstanding. Pair then give plenty 


of fire to “Granada” as Johnny 
O’Brien backgrounds with his 
warbling. 


Kathryn Duffy Dansations prime 
Trini & Manolo's entrance by some 
flashing Spanish rounds, featuring 
Christina Carson. Ballerina again 
becomes center of attention in 
finale while flirting on toes to 
“Serenade” from “Student Prince.” 
Ensemble forms graceful pattern- 
ing, and costume adornment is 
especially in keeping with theme. 
O’Brien sings in this, adding to 
sock effect. 

Al Jahns has some trouble in 
matching his orch tempi with those 
of Trini & Manolo. Scores are 
tough, with plenty of changes. Jack 
Hayes moves in during Miss Mor- 
row’s inning to keyboard accomps 
at the Steinway onstage. Will. 


Ruby Foo’s. Montreal 
Montreal, July 17. 
Seers & Haymer, Len Berger, 
Joska de Barbary, Fred Toldy; no 
cover or minimum, 


Paul Seers & Johnny Haymer 
are currently making their third 
appearance at Ruby Foo’s Star- 
light Room and improve on each 
showing. 

With Seers at the piano and 
doing most of the straight vocal 
sides, Haymer offers a nice change 
of pace with his comedics. Besides 








| reprising several faves that are in- 
| variably requested, the boys come 
|up with a few new items to solid- 
|ify their appeal. 

| Of the list offered, their parody 
jon Gilbert & Sullivan sounds 
| sharpest and a catchy ditty titled 
Time” draws yocks. 
| Their overall timing is better than 
| last viewing although there seems 
| to be a tendency for team to rush 
| things a bit too much, throw away 
| a line and even trim down a show 
|if they think attention isn’t 100°. 
Between the cheerful antics of 


sales| Seers & Haymer, Len Berger and 
Artists | Joska de Barbary give out with a 


\few violin and piano interpreta- 
|tions and Fred Toldy alternates 
, with his quiet pianoisms for 
| plaudits. Newt, 
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Las Vegas, July 
Beatrice Kay with Svivan Gut ns 
Joey Bishop, Szonys (2) Bill 


Skipper, Joy Walker : 

Davis, El Rancho Girls (gy hal 
Fio Rito Orch (10): no cover pe 
minimum. or 


Annual hegira of Beatrice x, 
and accomper-spouse Sylvan Gree 
is always marked by ropes-up bie 
Addition of comic Joey Bishop bh 
the highly effective terping Szonys 
makes for an exceptiona! although 
extra-long show. . 


From “Mention My Name in Tac 
Vegas” to “Mention My, Mensa 
Sheboygan,” la Kay fills the ine 
terim with all the ditties associe 
ated with her name over the years 
Inserts of the hoydenish comedy. 
the sly winks, extra mugging, and 
badinage with Green are all an 
cepted with high glee by table-sit. 
ters. 

Bishop is forced to cut : 
his material because of eventing 
ning time, but he manages to eX- 
cite plenty yocks. Sober mien is 
advanced as his _ stock-in-trade 
with explanation that material js 
“sincere, if not funny” putting 
viewers into receptive mood for 
just about everything he has to 
offer. Vignettes of Ted Lewis 
Bette Davis and Laughton nonsense 
clinch for solid exit. 


The incredibly smooth terping 
of Francois and Giselle Szony has 
entire house glued with rapt in- 
terest. Brother-sister team prac. 
tically broke in their act in Vegas 
three years ago at another spa, 
Difference between that tyro pe. 
riod and present exhibitions js 
quite marked, although they were 
excelient even then. 

Classic feeling is always pres- 
ent as Giselle does her arabesques 
and controlled body movements, 
with Francois the perfect partner 
in all exhibitions. Francois at the 
keyboard sets mood of “All the 
Things You Are” for Giselle’s solo, 
then joins her for completion of 
the rounds. “Tea For Two” is in 
direct contrast, giving off a lighter 
attitude, but so adeptly worked out 
that show is stopped cold by waves 
of applause. 

Bill Skipper looks like a natural 
for musicomedy with his all-around 
talent for terps and_ warbling. 
Three-way contemporary dance de- 
sigms are echoed by Skipper with 
Joy Walker and Drusilla Davis, 
fronting line of femmes who do 
little but look sexy. Both routines 
are on the bright side, allowing 
some frantic leaps and patterns by 
the trio. 

Ted Fio Rito is back at the 88, 
churning out his arpeggios while 
signaling cues to the orch in all 
but the Beatrice Kay closing spot 
when Green usurps the pee 

ui. 


Mayfair-Sugar Hill 
Boston, July 18. 
Paul White, Vernita, Kit Kats 
(2), Janice Mickens, “Rubber 
neck” Holmes, Sabby Lewis Orch 
(6); no cover, no minimum. 





Continuing its policy of offering 
top sepia entertainers, the Mays 
fair-Sugar Hill is currently show: 
casing Paul White, ex-Ted Lewis 
stooge now on his own, in funniest 
stint to hit this spot in some time. 
Guy, possessor of a laconic sensé 
of humor with facial expressions 
to match, clowns his way through 
vocalizing of “Walking My Baby 
Home,” “Old Man River, My 
Gal’s Gone” and “Swing Low, 
Sweet Cadillac,”’ all interspers¢ 
with zany chatter. . 

Highlight is his yockful car 2 
of Johnnie Ray with a tearf 
“Cry,” winding up with switch on 
Ted Lewis trademark, “Is Byer? 
body Crying?” Most were, but from 
laughter. Also essays a bit of -” 
terping while vocalizing “W - 
You're Smiling,” with applay 
meter hitting top cycles at bes 

Also included is the curvacee 
Vernita, who grabs two ~~. 
sexy terping, the first as a cha - 
slave, following with a fire - ' 
the scantily clad gal we 
though and around flames emant 
ing from a bow! on the floor. “ 
bits gave her plenty o! Oppo 
for bumps. The Kit Kats, § “ 
terp duo, register nicely wa - 
an rumba ’ ; 
Mickens songstress, 1S 
ing “I Only Have Eyes fot on 
“Be Anything” and “That I ees 

“Rubber-neck” — Holmes eee 
with a minimum ot super mon 
spieling and in own spot ig 2 
strates, via eccentric a ; 

ions, the reason 10 oft 
hg Sabby_ Lewis band el 
with brief and exciting bit 0 / 

vy entitled “Sugar ‘of 
Sed Kurnishes backgrounding, ; 
various acts in okay tashic™ 
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{ tice-Hall book to be published in | AAA AAADAAAAADA DA iii pi iii ind 
" - |September. A segment of the| ~ z 
Literati | profits, because of Goldenson's ef- | a A t 
forts, will go to further the cere-| ¢ + 
| bral palsy work. z b¢ 
A Earl J. Hudson, Michigan thea- A td 
» and Other Anthologies stands unless they are either dis-|tre operator, is making 7 special of By Frank Scully ; 
ve what may be a series of tributed by American or American | trailer on behalf of the Variety : , : 
; slogies, “The Spice of} gives its consent. It thus causes| Club of Detroit whose pet charity (In line with the annual custem, while Frank Scully is on his vacash 
thoi; due via Henry Holt} publishers to sign with American.}is cerebral palsy. Ladies Home| these columns are being guested by Frank Scully—Ed.) 
ant November, reprising be-| Result, the complaint states, is that | Journal for August is running an Holtywood. 
Co. hard covers more than 50/the distrib does half the dollar | excerpt from the book under the About the best and worst which can be said of Lillian Ross’s case- 
~ culled from ay eierer venue 3 - me sold . whole- | title of “She Lived a Miracle,’ and | history of Metro’s production of “The Red Badge of Courage” is that, 
piversary oe Phiten vc us! a + Deg bo: Aa ee age Mae a ee —_ “4 tract that the book | at its best, it is a faithful transcription of how dull picture-making can 

BR: has ay from the name by-| distributing companies, such as| eveloped. be and, at its worst, it’s a lousy trick to play on.press agents who had 

| a, ciety sives who contribute | Curtis Publishing built up Hollywood as royalty’s 20th century summer replacement. 
rs De orous; satirical, nos- Chvdteint was ae! eis dia Bretz-Stasheff’s 2d Book _ As for Miss Ross, though hers was a case-history of a boxoffice flop, 

: on: d kindred special stories} o¢ Jj by Malcolm A. H ff “ Rudy Bretz and Edward Stasheff.| it could hardly have been a bigger hit as a byproduct if the picture 

pie a to the special annual special Resistant te the alam who authored “The Television |itself had been a hit. Everybody has either read the installments in 

Rong The wealth of material General ‘under the general super- Program: Its Writing, Direction The New Yorker or is planning to read them. Libraries report long 

a” desire to achieve proper | vision of C. Worth Rowley acting and Produetion,” for Wyn last | waiting lists. The clinical report will no doubt go into more perma- 

: rial “balance” will necessi- chief of the anti-trust division a year, have turned out another nent binding, and when it does may very well become a non-fiction 
eo other choice stories| New york , “Television Scripts for Staging and | pest seller. 

“into future anthologies. The Study,” which the same publisher From her Boswellian journal it appears Miss Ross began her study 

; 2 tm will be apportioned ‘Chatterly’s’ Jap Retrial will publish next January.- New| as a press acquaintance of John Huston in New York, was invited by 

‘ tally among the byliners. Retrial of the translator and ae = et oes him to see how a picture was made in Hollywood, and once on the 

_ BBatevepost, Collier's, Reader's publisher of D. H. Lawrence's odentad as a stumiand’ tont a Ravers labyrinthine conveyor-belt moved into Gottfried Reinhardt’s office suite 

: est and kindred national mae Pons pag neh nd a has | \y 40 leading universities and col- |i the Thalberg building, Louis B. Mayer's creamery (he seems to have 

i jodically reprin ew amet p ae jAokyos Higher Court. | jeges, had a passion for cream-colored decors), Arthur Freed’s tune-shop, 

" nnual anthologies. They are | In January's District Court deci-| ““)". ai a ss Dore Schary’s inner sanctum, Dave Chasen’s private dining-room, Nick 

joined by Coronet mag which | sion, publisher Kyujiro Koyama Stasheff is associate prof of! ccnenck’s modest fortress at 1540. Broadway, the offices of Howard 

: tied in with Doubleday for} was fined Y250,000 ($694), while| Speech at the Univ. of Michigan |); d Si Seadl nth b di ry ‘ell he claodl 

» Bedside Coronet,” anthology) translator Sei Ito was acquitted. | Where he teaches radio and TV be- pt ie ene camper wd re Mn, ag Baws Magee p 

7 ‘elude stories by Dale Car-| Both prosecution and defense had | Sides officiating as a freelance TV guarded counting-machines of Charlie Moskowitz, Judge Leake and J. 

. ic. Alfred Hitchcock, Harpo}appealed against the January ver-| Writer-director (“I Cover Times Robert Rubin. She sat in on the most intimate conferences with all 

- TP’ gddie Rickenbacker, Frank| dict, the former claiming the low-| Square, ABC-TV, and moderator |the ease of a wired housefly. All the principals must have thought 

; \ et. al. Another Doubledayjer court’s decision was “unreason-|0f “It's Worth Knowing, NBC-TV). her quite harmless. She turned out instead to be a well-informed tsetse 

" ology is the “Glamour Maga-| able,” the latter criticizing presen- | Bretz started as a‘WPIX IN. Y.) fly. 

8 > ‘After Five’ Cookbook,” by/|tation of evidence against pub-|television cameraman and ad- She Told All 

ely Pepper, and still another} lished Koyama. vanced to production manager. He Except for telling at what times the various characters went to the 

: the ‘ef athertc Anme Decision is expected in October. | the Fi erg — mere at} bathroom, she told all. Their lapses into blasphemy, however, are, if 

- eaten Guedae fon. is | 00! OF hadio secnnique. anything, underpiayed. Even femme stars swear more than Miss Ros# 

. 5 a = : - é ets Colette , ; : credits vicepresidents, directors, producers and songwriters with 

' preete, Thome on “< Colette, French novelist, will | J¢® Call Him Mark Twain Laurie | going 
Sheen, © vid Dick Hart henceforth be published exclu-| Joe Laurie, Jr. has a 25-year-old About 30 years ago I heard a Hollywood technician ring about 900 

8 ntin Reynolds, Uickson *art-\ sively in the U. S. by Farrar, | literati confession. For years the | changes on one four-letter word. He used it djective, verb 

ae ee nares " b cae f a Straus & Young. First of the Col-| pint-sized author-comedian, in the sieathscaenpie in fact ‘but a pa seeltien. “at that ; a he wnat 

n+ Bed “Off the ecere *0 o“0BY | ette series, which will use new | heyday of vaudeville, would alibi} i+ 2° propositi i ¢ t. in tec ial aoe stole, aah 4 t articulat 
¢ [the members of the Overseas| iO ations. will hit the stalls in |his bad spelling by giving top bill- proposition. In fact, in technical matters he was most articulate. 
4s fs Club ‘Bob Considine did the October . ing, on his personal letterhead, to But in language he was strictly a one-note wonder boy. He taught me 

a, )) reprising inside stuff stories cos : F : the phrase. “I don’t give a durn|t® watch my own tongue, lest@f reduce the language of Shakespeare 
dent h Initial volume will include Pp , g : 

e- war ie pm Dal Ed “Gigi,” translated by Roger Sen- for a man that can spell a word on all levels to those of the Bard's lowest characters. : 

is bard Tregas ~ a ¥ Kai house; “Chance Acquaintances” | Only one way.” He ascribed it to Now, this was long before college boys began listening to tryck 

re , fed Na I . “Tuli ” Mark Twain. It endowed him vers and fai y recording the language they used when trying te 

Oy Bot, Thomas. | atid “Julie De Carneilhan,” both drivers and faithful ding the | h d when tryi 
h and Lowe 10mas. translated by Patrick Leigh Fer- with a slightly literary aura among | get mired vehicles out of the mud. I had been much in the company 

S« Lell-Mortimer Adaisiest mor. Other of Colette’s novels|the bookers and agents on the/of construction crews, muleskMnners, and drivers of Watson dumpers 

es ck Lait ana a aidethnnes au-| Which are skedded for forthcoming booking floors of the various vaude | before I was in my teens and much of their language limitations had 

ts, of “USA. Confidential.” | FS&Y volumes are “Cheri,” “The j “ircuits. rubbed off on me. My gang at college will remember that long before 
~ refused to join with Crown | Last of Cheri,” “Sido,” “La Maison It got so that columnists would | any of them had got snagged into the army they had heard top-sarge 

. lishers and the American Book-| @¢ Claudine,” “Le Kepi” andj quote “Mark Twain,’ using the| talk from none other than their old Scullywag. eiih 

lo tford Press. which is con-| elle Vista.” oe ae <r for a one. —— But in my middle years I worked hard at cleaning up my dialog. It 

} led by Sydney Satenstein, their ad spelling, and finally the in-| seemed silly to me to talk one language and have to write just the 
. ime literary agent, in the 62,000,000 Vets, Families evitable happened. The author- | opposite. Cleaning up direct quotes becomes the job of all newspaper- 
er MePage newspaper ads of apol- Lt. Col. Frank Mallen, USMC,|comedian got tired of Samuel | men, and if you can’t use exactly what you or others say, why bother te 
at to Neiman-Marcus, Dallas de-|editor of the old City News in|Clemens getting the stand-in bill-| cay it in the first place? That was my philosophy 
a ent store. Mortimer stated|N. Y. and publisher of a chain of|ing and decided to drop it, figur-| | didn’t hear again the language of my childhood association with 

day (21) that he and Lait|Six papers in Westchester County | ing it would then rest for the pure | .onstruction crews until I began going around picture studios. In all 
d defend the libel suit and| between wars, has just come out} Laurieism that it was. But the an ol 
ral i : - ; : countries it was the same. It then made me wonder how out of such 
4 geet Would permit Crown to with his first book. It’s called| fates—plus a longtime letterhead | ~ teart d directi d d id a 

n y portions of the tome. “The| “You've Got It Coming To You,” | billing campaign—ordained other- | vulgariy expresse ections end commands could come such clean, 

ng. Tae een’ aun without our| (McKay, N.Y., $3). It's the ‘oniy| wise: it’s still ascribed to Mark | Wholesome and lofty screen dialog. Then I remembered. It was the 

a hission,” he said. “and we| book which tells a vet his rights,| Twain, and so for the first time, | "©wSpaper business all over again. 

“ give it to them.” privileges and benefits. _ jin order to claim his own dubious The Starlet Swears 

do (eth the publishers’ agreement BB ayy Reng ey og First ——, Laurie is making this _ I recall one top director who became conscious of how much swear- 

nes ~ hg ad, Neiman-Marcus World War and has been in and out : |ing was going on around him and how much he was contributing to 

"Tor and Avicricam Buttetust| of the corps so often he's lost| Clemens, Marquand, Douglas | 225 ent school, blonde, blueeyed, babyishiy beautiful, He needed 

by st Lait and Morti 4 oon count, figures that by 1955 veter- Dixon Wecter, editor of the “a ; ? h h ¥ bri yee, eee ni — se Sou 
cite tees imer, how-! ans and their families: will run to Mark Twain estate, has completed what innocence she ha to bring out contrast in his picture. He ex- 

88, Ad ohi efore the Federal | ¢9 900,000, two-fifths of the popu- the fret deaaitive bleerashy of plained to the crew that he didn’t want her ears fouled up by the 

hile i Times Mo, ten ie h the | lation. His is a compact handbook “Sam Clemens of Hannibal,” which general tone of conversation that normally went on around the stage. 

all in sapere a FA B lt and seemingly covers every angle Houghton Mifflin will ‘publish. “The first guy who swears tomorrow gets fired,” he warned. _ 

Pt AE Worth and Sa ye i. ah of post-combat protection. Philip (New Yorker) Hamburger| The next morning everybody tiptoed around the set. They didn't get 

il as Los Angeles and Car ood thing for show biz vets to| has profiled a more contemporane- | ™uch work done, but it was clean. 

I. a *\ browse through during layoffs.| 9y< literary figure, which he calls} _ After knocking off for lunch the director and the cameraman were 
dditi : Might find they’ve got more com-| « Leauire” li discussing how to speed things up from then till quitting time, when 
addition to the Neiman-Mar-| ; - J. P. Marquand, Esquire”—calling p q & 

| suit, Lait and Mortimer wil]|i28 t© them than they realized. | it ’«g portrait in the form of.a|the loudest, foulest swearing any had ever heard thundered all over 

, gets brought by Dave Scul. | novel”——-which HM also will pub. ends: ge It — — > direction of the stage door. The director 

attl “uni ° li is fall. Still another biog, | hurried over to the trouble spot. 

Kai Bie Blaine, a isa, “Oxla Doubleday’s Religiosos "The Shape of Sunday,” by Betty There stood his convent-breg ingenue, sucking her finger and sput- 

ber “WRY sheriff; Margaret Chase|,,Ptil Oursler Armstrong, daugh-/ pougias Wilson and Virginia | tering still. “This parrot, the so-and-so,” she explained. “I tried to 

rch Bh, U. S. Senator from Maine, ed of _~ he wd 4-3 yg Douglas Dawson, treats with their | pet him and he bit me.” 

ibtoine Gazda, Providence, Pr ae Faith & cones ing | t €/late novelist-father, Lloyd C.|" Miss Ross’s cast of characters talks almost as cleanly as the morning 
ring sinessman. reatest Faith Ever Known, tome | Douglas, who died on Feb. 13, 1951. | class of that director’s. It doesn’t appear that any of the people in the 
ons Mes on “U.S.A. Confidential” | 2¢™ father was working on at time | Ip the fall of that year the first ed oe that ‘then etmantaa poor 

ay Tied the 200.000" 15 . of his death. Doubleday will pub-|yolume of his autobiography, cast were ever on guard or tha ey admon her that what t 

hows mates lish. “Time to Remember,” was pub- } ay oS ne _ — —_ get was off + reco ; 

ewis Céteeenten au Firm will also publish a junior | jj ly and became a at any of them wou ave imagined he was sitting for the sort o 

niet Hlliam AH. Birnie, editor of | YeFSion of the Bible to be based on lished Postumousyy chters give an | hard-boiled profile The New Yorker dropped long ago, I doubt. Still, 

ime. Man's Home Companion will Oursler’s “The Greatest Story Ever | other perspective on their mate if they had read and remembered her savage piece on Hemingway, 
ensé Btake on added duties of pub-| L014.” called “The Greate# Book | parent in the book slated for | they might have kept their guards up. 

Hons of the mag, as of Aug F Ever Written.” Mrs. Armstrong | Houghton Mifflin publication late Surprise Ending 

eo ‘ard Anthony heretofore and Oursler had been collabing on | this year. Same pub is also bring- Hollywood has been built with high walls and policemen at the 

ean her of both Companion and | ‘is project.. Mrs. Armstrong is| ing out an_ illustrated edition of | gates to prevent just such sort of exposes. Press credentials are 

om t's, will restrict his publish- also readying a book on lives of | Douglas’ “The Big Fisherman,” | granted and withdrawn much as passports, depending on how -useful 
srsed (EUES to the latter, the saints. done by Dean Cornwell, who also/the press contact may be thought to be and how hurtful it may prove 
cnnnapiaa . did the paintings for the illustrated | in print. 

boa a Newsstand Monopoly Ziffren In Bogota : edition of “The Robe.” “Fisher-| Miss Ross’s case-history revealed some totiches of irony that 

arful J ace News and Union News| , Lester, Ziffren, former Helly: | man” was Douglas’ last novel. —_| Jonathan Swift would have relished. John Huston, who sandwiched the 

hod Mire ireets last week of an Ww S veh y A—~ oak tres 4" turk between “The Asphalt Jungle” and “The African Queen,” two 

BverY Pike in Fe qued by the Dept. of | roe bublic Affairs iilcat cae CHATTER __|hits, left his friend Reinhardt to chew the driest piece of salami ever 

on W York. They nnn wed First Secretary of the American Sone Merely saves. a will | displayed in Metro’s commissary. She quotes the producer at length 

ac Am ill ere charge : iq; be published in Aug y Mc-' on this. 

hoor istribution rE Zitfren, custione famary  Motcid Graw-Hill. | And for all that may be said against him, Louis B. Mayer (“He’s a 

eee lus rob readers of Prive, aes mugg, is in charge of press, radio,|_ Leo Mishkin in Hollywood for | dangerous man. If you're his enemy, he destroys you. If you're his 

e6on WE? Of literary mate ag °f | film (16m) and eultural activities | two weeks of studio interviews for ‘friend he eats you”) was right about “The Red Badge of Courage.” 

“ frican News is a distribution of the Embassy for Colombia. the N.Y. Morning Telegraph. It had no story and wouldn’t make a boxoffice picture. He doubted if 

ae Y. Union News a wholly- His wife is the former Edy-te Boyden Sparkes is in Honolulu it would emerge as a prestige picture either. Dore Schary fought to 

rane, “ Subsid of Ameriean operstas Wurtzel, daughter of the late Har-| for six weeks, to prepare book on make it both. In this he failed. 

nein rey hotels, terminals and|Ty Wurtzel, one x3 nye pe pa late Gov. Wallace R. | 

- me PUOdlic p} ; i ents, and niece of Sol M. | Farrington. P , : sae 
sanat Places. Justice Dept. | ploueer ag , . | ” “ , 
Mun ME al American be forced | Wurtzel, former 20th-Fox exec] Male fashion — expert This | Sere M. Eisenstein.” treating | authored, “The Power of Positive 
tunity holdin. of all of its stock | Producer. Week, Collier's, ete.) has authored | jit. and work Wyn publishing in | fabbed _” fall publication. Dr 
mixed icriy, eS in Union and that “Bert Bacharach’s Book for Men’! contember. _ Peale reportedly has one of the 
h ta? Mien ©. P'Oceedings force Union Showmen Backing Book for A. S, Barnes publication in| i a pos eany 
: N its st: ; sitlen’ “ ” Bert Bloch’s first novel, “Mrs. | largest followings of any writer in 
Janice S stands to all publica-| . Marie Killilea’s book, “Karen.” | November. ion al aoa? i. 

Whether ¢ h fh bral palsy-af- ; | Hulett,” will be published by | and out of the religious field. 
ocalit; Mibuteq 4, ,Of not they are) the story of her cerebra pa‘sy Robert G. Barnes returning 4S | Doubleday, while “The Sounding ane ae 
You, eric, XY American. flicted daughter, now 10, bids to plant manager at Country Life | Brass,” ensthee. Rest. matek: tee. Gia William C. Lengel, editor-in- 
“now: ~d described as having become a big fund-raiser for the Press, Garden City, L. L, Aug. 1, | wife, Edythe Latham, will be issued | chief, has appointed Harold Can- 
ne ing 499 : breataan’ a = b= Porgy oe. fee oe after being on active duty with the | py Little, Brown. tor to the editorial staff of Gold 

u j y S 4 y rT s j 

jemon: 7! to 95,000 newsstands president. Showman Leonard | V- S- Navy. ale: | Now that Arnold Gingrich is| Medal Books as Assistant Editor. 

8 Said to domi “ered h hild. too, has Cleveland Amory’s “The Last) back as editor-in-chief of all Es-| For the last year Cantor reported 
eke tie terminals through 470 age Pye | the ailment, is | Resorts,” in the August Holiday, | quire-Coronet mags, publisher Da-|for the Tex & Jinx “New York 
ses off M tun acts with railroad,| president of UCPA. He is also | dealing — a Ay a OM | vid A. Smart plans taking a perma- eo, onan P a R93 m.$ 

musi buildin oY lines, hotel chains, | president of United Paramount gone day, will part of | nent m. Se a once again, | Hera une —_ or oh) . 

Blues ad is, etc, Theatres which will account for | Which Harper’s will publish. because of his frequent Chi.- -Y. | taught creative writing at ng 

ng {00g arge by the D. of J. is|special trailers and other mer-| Brooks Atkinson has done the | commutings. , | Island University. During the war 

Elie. Can't get on Union news-! chandising tieups for the Pren-|foreword to Marie Seton's book,' Dr, Norman Vincent Peale’ he was with Counter-Intelligence. 
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Broadway 


June Allyson back to the Coast 
ter m three-week vacation on 


ng Island. 
The Ben (Bernice) Krasnes’ 
daughter, Sandra, to be married 


in the early fall. 

M. A. Schlesinger (South Afri- 
can theatre tycoon) out of the 
hospital but 15 pounds lighter. _ 

Robert Pirosh, Metro writer-di- 
rector, here for research on his 
next pic, “Valley of the Kings.” 

Joop Geesink, Dutch producer of 
puppet films, in from Holland Sat- 
urday (19) on the Nieuw Amster- 
dam. 

Murray Gruhns (“Four Poster’- 
“Shrike” angel) making annual 
pilgrimage to the Jimmy Stroocks 
at Fire Island. 

Scripter Leonard L. Levinson’s 
19-year-old daughter, Robin, on a 
year’s sabbatical from Barnard, 
working at Life. 

Edward R. Sammis flew to Lon- 
don yesterday (Tues.) to attend 
preem of his play, “Albert,” due 
at the Saville July 31. 

Film and literati flack Evelyn 
Gerstein giving two classes on 


“History of Motion Pictures” at 
Hunter College this summer. 
Writer-producer-director Ches- 


ter Erskine, back from a Euro- 
pean jaunt, will remain in Gotham 
for a week before returning to the 
Coast. 

Will Yolen, formerly a publicist 
with Warners and Laurel Films, 


oined flack firm of Opinion 
uilders, Inc., as head of its news 
bureau. 

Nick (Lorang), longtime head- 


waiter at the Hotel Astor’s Hunt- 
ing Room, until his retirement, 
died in Binghamton, N. Y. Details 
in Obits. 

Harry G. Ballance, southern di- 
vision manager for 20th Century- 
Fox, and Mrs. Ballance vacationing 
in South America. They will @sit 


Peru, Chile, Argentine, Uruguay 
anc Brazil. 
Pat Duggan, Paramount pro- 


ducer, and his wife are in Gotham 
for a week. Film-maker will par- 
ticipate in advance promotion for 
his latest, “Just for You,” Bing 
Crosby starrer. 

Hot Air Club will hold its 53d 
annual clambake in New Jersey 
at Loui’s Cocktail Lounge, Route 
35, near Keansburg, Sunday after- 
noon (27). Group will leave by 
boat from the Battery at 10 a.m. 

Anticipating a Stevenson draft 
in Chicago this week, Universal's 
Morris Alin, who writes lyrics 
under the Tin Pan Alley monicker 
Morrie Allen, has authored a 
campaign song titled “Stevenson 
Is the One.” 

Herbert J. Yates, Republic Pic- 
tures prexy, and Loew’s Theatres 
cocktail-partying director John 
Ford at the Essex House next 
Tuesday (29). Ford’s Republic re- 
lease, “The Quiet Man,” opens at 
Loew's Capitol in Augyst. ° 

Electing to play more GI dates 
rather than pro dates on the Rivi- 
era, Hildegarde and her personal 
rep, Anna Sosenko, are extending 
their Austro-German stay to be 
followed by a vacation in Salzburg 
and Venice, and boating home Aug. 
14 on the SS U. S. 

_Refering to Capt. Harry Man- 
as of the record-breaking SS 
U. S., the Meyer Davis orch’s theme 
song was “I’m Just Wild About 
Harry,” to which passenger Milton 
Berle added, when they broke the 
homecoming record as well, “And 
Harry’s Wild About Knots.” 

Leopold Friedman, Loew's veep 
and general counsel, flying to Lon- 
don today (Wed.) on a quickie on 
ee ed business. He only re- 
cently returned from a European 
holiday but this trip embraces con- 
tract problems with the British 
Metro studios and other matters. 

Arthur Fatt, head of the Grey 
ad agency, relinquishing his last 
year’s penthouse, a small trap on 
5th Ave. with only $35,000 worth 
of special built-in shrubbery, for 
a larger rooftop manse on Park 
and 8lst. Esquire-Coronet pub- 
lisher David A. Smart may take 
Over the old place. 

MCA veep Charlie Miller’s 
daughter, Patricia Jane, marries 
Howard Matthew Stein, Juilliard 
School of Music grad, in the fall. 
Bride-to-be's mother, Adelaide, is 
the sister of MCA founder and 
board chairman Jules C. Stein. 
Howard Stein is not related. 


Cleveland 


By Glenn C, Pullen 

Daffy’s Stardust Club resumed 
floor shows with Willie Fisher's 

ammers. 

Muggsy Spanier with Singing 
foster-son, a Charles, playing 
second date at Moe’s Main Street 

Van Sleet-Marlin stock players 
offering “Goodbye Again” this 
week at Chagrin Falls strawhatter. 

Disbanding his Cavaliers Trio, 

ith Footy Reet" sts 

e ’ 
Drumm 





broker here, gave up job to join 
brother, John Kenley, in organiz- 
ing new strawhat company at 
York, Pa. 

Jackie Jocko in town to plug his 
new Mercury recording of “You 
Can't Get Too Far With a Broken 
Heart,” co-composed by Carl 
Lampl, localite. 

Lindsay Sapphire line of dancers 
moved into Sky-Way Lounge, after 
two weeks at Alpine Village. Jerri 
Sothern and Ish Kabibble topping 
new Sky-Way bill. 

Sid Freidman, talent agent, 
launched at Garden Theatre series 
of Tuesday “showcased audition” 
shows featuring new acts wanting 
{, display wares for bookers, thea- 
tre and cafe owners. 

Milton Harris, publicity-ad direc- 
tor for Loew’s local house a dozen 
years ago, back as manager of 
Warners’ Vogue Theatre, nabe. 
Comes from Buffalo’s Cinema 
, Theatre, which he managed a year. 
Bob Peck, Cleveland arranger 
who once worked for Glenn Mil- 
ler, Paul Whiteman and Bob 
Crosby, came out of retirement to 
arrange music library for Jimmy 
Mitchell’s new orchestra playing 
this territory. 


Paris 


Lansing Bailey setting up pro- 
duction facilities for a TV series, 
“Spotlight,” here. [ 
Julien Duvivier set Dany Robin 
as star of film, “Henriette’s Ball,’ 
to start beginning of August. 

Michael Auclair having to bow 
out of role in Geza von Cziffra 
film, “The Danube Waltz,” for mili- 
ta service, 

hop b.o. still going to Fernandel 
starrer, “The Little World of Don 
Camillo,” now in its sixth week 
here at three big houses. 

“Face To The Wind,” moppet pic, 
finally getting the okay here for 
children under 16 after having 
been banned to them for the last 
two years. 

Jean Boyer and Jean Vital, of 
Radio Diffusion Francaise, setting 
up a new film peomaces outfit, 
Simoja. First film will be “100 
Francs a Second,” based on a radio 
show, and to be directed by Boyer. 

Felix Oudart, who was suing 
Marcel Pagnol for 920,000 francs 
($2,700) for being removed from a 
part in the latter’s play after re- 
hearsal had started, lost his case. 
This harks back to 1946, when Pag- 
nol was casting “Cesar.” Oudart 
had the role but was replaced by 
Henri Vilbert when Pagnol felt 
former lacked the proper Mar- 
seilles accent. 


Miami Beach 
By Lary Solloway 


Joe Mooney held over at Harbor 
Lounge. 

Del Casino into Dream Bar in 
Johnina Hotel. 

Newest entry in local TV films 
hereabouts is World Wide Films. 

Harry Richman costarring with 
Martha Raye at Five O’Clock Club. 

Joey Adams into Clover Club, 
with Jackie Miles to follow around 
Aug. 6. 

Bobby Lucas set for mid-beach 
all-nitery, Snooky’s Rendezvous, 
beginning July 30. 

hris Columbo added to Sans 
Souci Blue Sails Room Show, 
which features Lenny Kent. 

Gracie Barrie replaced Monica 
Boyar at Casablanca’s Club Moroc- 
co when latter had to leave for 
other engagements. 

Nautilus Hotel set Buddy Lester 
and Carol Bruce in line with one- 
name-weekly policy adopted sever- 
al mee ago. Helen Forrest cur- 
rent, 


Bogota, Colombia 


Royal Dumbar circus opened 
four-week stay. 

Carmencita Pernett, warbler, off 
to Puerto Rico and Miami. 

Government issued decree au- 
thorizing construction of casino at 
Cartagena, tourist port. 

American film distribs lunch- 
eoned Maurice M. Bernbaum of 
Dept. of State at Temel’s. 

ine Club, private subscription 
group, ran “La Ronde” pic. Cen- 
sors banned public exhibition. 

James Alberse, of Time-Life 
romotion department, in on 0.0. 
oa forthcoming Spanish edition of 

e. 

Pedro Lopez Lagar and stock 
company closed dull three-week 
stand at San Jorge and headed for 
the provinces before taking off for 
Venezuela. 

Alvaro Monroy Guzman new art- 
istic director of Radio Nuevo 
Mundo. Teresa Gutierrez, top 
femme announcer, now NM’s pro- 
gram chief. 3 

Juan Penaloza, director of Tea- 
tro Colon, off to Spain and Italy 
to negotiate for a director for 
Colon’s school of dramatic art and 





Steve ec’s club. 
Steve Kenley, former stock- 


London 


Mote Rotman, foreign manager 
for Edward Small, in hospital for 
major operation. 

Hyman Zahl, director of Fosters 
agency, to New York Friday (25) 
on his regular talent looksee. 

Sol Lesser returned to New York 
yesterday (Tues.) after a prolonged 
aA in London and on the Conti- 
nent. 

Donald Peers returned from 
Korea with Joyce Neale and Don- 
ald Phillips after a tour of British 
camps. 

A. Davison Dunton, chairman of 
the Canadian Broadcasting Corp., 
sailed for New York on the Maure- 
tania last Wednesday. 

Walt Disney did a personal in 
last week’s “Current Release” TV 
program, fortnightly feature de- 
voted to general releases. 

Sam Eckman, Jr., hosting re- 
ception tomorrow (Thurs.) to 
Charles Goldsmith, who’s been ap- 
pointed MGM’s assistant managing 
director. 

Douglas Fairbanks, Jr., recording 
narrations for reissue of his fath- 
er’s silent film, “The Iron Mask,” 
which was written by Richard 
Llewellyn. 

Show biz contingent currently in 
London includes Arthur Lubin, 
Danny Grayson, Ira Stewart, Dr. 
Herbert Kalmus, Sam Marx and 
John Perona. 

Max Thorpe, Columbia topper, 
tossed reception for Stanley 
Kramer, and guests’. included 
Joseph A. McConville, who returns 
to the U. S. this week. 

Jeremy Spenser, currently star- 
ring in “The Innocents,” will be 
first guest artist in a new BBC ra- 
dio feature which will spotlight the 
work of professional performers 
under 21, 


Havana 


By Jay Mallin 

Rocio & Antonio doing Spanish 
dances at Tropicana. 

Brenda, dancer, has top billing 
in the vaude show at the Marti 
Theatre. 

Blanquita Amaro, dancer, star- 
ring in the show at the Campoamor 
Theatre. 

Mexican tenor Pedro Vargas 
signed for TV shows on Cuban 
channels. 

Ben Marden, who recently pur- 
chased Radio Cadena Azul, now 
plans to install TV. 

Composer-pianist Ernesto Le- 
cuona stars on a weekly TV show 
over Union Radio Television. 

Rene Riera Llanuza leaving for 
the States to represent Cadena 
Oriental de Radio in New York. 

Songstress Kay Brown vacation- 
ing in Havana. Also (at nearby 
Varadero) is Frederick Loewe. 

Cadena Roja radio station, ac- 
quired by new owners, has a new 
name, Radio Reporter. News pro- 
cee are to dominate the sched- 
ule. 

Composer - conductor Agustin 
Lara and his 17-piece orchestra 
playing in shows at Montmarte 
Cabaret, Radiocenter Theatre and 


CMQ-TV. 
Chicago 


Ralph Bell, actor, in to se2 wife, 
Pert Kelton, ill at Columbus Hos- 
pital. 

George Wilmot appointed man- 
ager of the Erlanger, taking over 
from the late Fred Crow. 

Shep Traube in to arrange for 
route of “Bell, Book and Candle” 
when it leaves Chicago Aug. 16. 

Danny Newman flew to South 
America for the rest of summer 
to be with his wife, Dina Halpern, 
who is starring in Kiddish legit 
there. 

Franchot Tone and Betsy Von 
Furstenberg at Chevy Chase this 
week in “Second Man” and Carol 
Bruce in “One Touch of Venus” 
at Salt Creek. 


Pittsburgh 
By Hal Cohen 

Nello Sestini, Buddy Lee’s trom- 
bone player, and Marie Puglisi got 
married recently.: 

Kay Lyder back again at Moun- 
tain Playhouse in Jennerstown, 
Pa., for femme leads. 

Bernard Buchheit, Manos circuit 
exec, in Westmoreland Hospital 
with heart attack. 

With his own Carousel closed, 
Jackie Heller goes into the Twin 
Coaches this weekend. 

Summer students at Carnegie 
Tech Drama School did Joshua 
Logan’s “The Wisteria Trees.” 

ohnny Harris handed “Ice Ca- 
pades” advertising account for lo- 
cal engagement to Dubin-Feldman 


egency. 
F. 2D. (Dinty) Moore, WB dis- 
trict sales manager, convalesci 
at Lake Chautauqua after stomac. 














another director for its phony 
orchestra. _ 


operation. 
Jack Goode went on in “Rie 


Rita” at Pitt Stadium despite 
cracked kneecap suffered at dress 
rehearsal. . 

Singer Sylvia Karlton, Karl Kal- 
mensons’ dotter and niece of Ben 
Kalmenson, WB sales chief, mar- 
rying Navy Lieutenant Philip Mos- 
cowitz in New York Aug. 24. 


Portiand, Ore. 


By Ray Feves 

Allan Wieder, RKO field man, 
in town for a few days. 

Jat Herod’s Manhattan Cocktail 
Revue held for a third week at 
Amato’s Supper Club. 

Guy Cherney, Loretta Miller 
and Sheppard Bros. held for a sec- 
ond stanza at the Clover Club. 

Bev Kelley, advance man for 
“Call Me Madam,” here to work 
out details with promoter William 
Duggan. 

“Naughty Marietta” opened a 
two-week run at the outdoor Hol- 
laday Bowl. Ditto “Anything 
Goes” at, the Civic Theatre. 

“Song of Norway” opened legit 
Season at the Auditorium. Musical 
inked for week with opener last 
night (22). Big sked of musicals 
and plays set for Auditorium and 
Mayfair Theatre. 

Don Simmons circus revue, with 
Hoosier Hotshots, Saturns, Howard 
Hardin, Duanes, El Cota, Kings, 
Chico - Dell, Patsy Jean, and 
Lamarettes, played two mats and 
two eves at the Armory here last 


Berlin 


By Hans Hoehn 

Stravinsky’s ‘‘The Rake’s Pro- 
gress,” presented by the Hamburg 
State Opera, will be a highlight of 
the Berlin Cultural Festival. 

Berolina started shooting Lehar's 
“Land of Smile,” with Jan Kiepura 
and Martha Eggerth as stars. Ex- 
teriors will be shot in Siam. 

“Un Grand Patron,” French pic; 
“Kon-Tiki” (RKO) and “Monsieur 
Verdoux” (UA) were the best pix 
of June as chosen by Berlin crix. 

Ernst Neubach, wellknown song- 
writer, author and director, re- 
turned to Berlin after an absence 
of 16 years, is making a comedy, 
“You Only Live Once,” for CCC. 

Latest U. S. pix preemed at first- 
run houses include ‘‘Adam’s Rib,” 
“Calamity Jane and Sam Bass,” 
“Beyond the Blue Horison,” “The 
Exile” and “Cyrano de Bergerac.” 


Ireland 


By Maxwell Sweeney 
4 Thesper Barry Keegan to Lon- 
on. 

Brendan Smith Productions 
1 teeta at Bray, County Wick- 
ow. 

Maurice O’Brien joins Longford 
Productions for role in, “The 
School for Wives.” 

Maurice Elliman, former vice- 
prexy Odeon (Ireland), Ltd., who 
died earlier this year, left $210,000. 

Brid Lynch pacted for Pegeen 
Mike role in coming Abbey revival 
of J. M. Synge’s “Playboy of the 
Western World.” 

Thesper Noel Purcell planed 
back from Granada, Spain, after 
feature role in Mike Frankovich- 
Joe Auerbach pic, “Decameron 
Nights.” 

om Arnold currently presenting 
two shows in Dublin, “King’s Rhap- 
sody” at the Gaiety. and “Ice Show 
of 1952” at National Stadium. Both 
clicking. 

Republic’s John Wayne-Maureen 
O’Hara starrer, “The Quiet Man,” 
now in axth week at the Adelphi, 
| Dublin, has broken all house rec- 
ords for length of run. 


Minneapolis 
. _ By Les Rees 

University of Minnesota Theatre 
offering “The Circle.” 

“Guest in the House” on deck 
for Old Log strawhatter. 

Ramon Noval orch continuing at 
Hotel Radisson Flame Room. 

Dorothy Lewis ice show in its 

eighth week at Hotel Nicollet 
Minnesota Terrace and still draw- 
ing big. 
St. Paul Heinie’s holding over 
magician Carazin in floorshow that 
also includes dancer Lois Corliss 
songstress Lynn Kelly. 

Metropolitan Opera soprano Mary 

enderson guest artist at Univer- 
sity of Minnesota summer session 
orchestra's second concert. 

Roy King and his “Komi-Kings,” 
apparently Magic Bar fixtures, back 
on job after fortnight vacation. 
They're going into third year. 

Northwest Variety club annual 
golf tournament postponed from 
Aug. 8 to 29 because better facili- 
ties -will be available at course on 
~_ se. 

arlie Fox, burles 
sario, in from Milwa 
opening of his local burley season 
at Alvin Aug. 25. It will be the 








ue impre- 
ee to set 





10th se, 
the ason that he has operated 





Hollywood 


Marjorie Lord diy 


Archer. eee 
Ss 
gan, Ball to Dallas to Open 


Frank Whitbeck 
Toth birthday. oneerved 
au eston hospita}j } 
stumsech trouble. Pitalized wig 
arry Von Zell jai r 
throat infection. “id up be 
_ Clare Booth Luce le 
in Raa yg Hills. 
avid Wayne touri 
wee on vacation. ng the north 
an O’Herlihy planed i 
City for a Sidtare” ee i 
Otto Lang returne 
“oe Belgian Congo 
alter Annenberg in fr 
east for a short visit. . i 
arle . Anthony hospita)isuill 
with virus infection. a 


4“ 


ased a houg 


d from a toy ' 


Virginia Mayo in the hos} 
with sinus infection. — 
Frankie Laine and Car] Fishey 


plane in from Honolul 
Bill Thomas returned to work 

after a three-week vacation. 

_ Howard Freeman in town follow. 

ing fold of “Off Thee | Sing.” 
Wendell Corey to San Diege t 

plug the Community Chest. 
Joseph Sistrom leaving for Lon 

don on Paramount business. 


u, 








Bullets Durgom, the agent, baci N 
in town after six weeks in the east hi 

Ruth Hussey to Minneapolis ¢g 
plug “Woman in the Wilderness fi 

Steven Garay gets his fin Ci 
ta citizenship papers thi su 

Glenn Ford and Eleanor Powd ~ 
2 emeth Lakes for 10 days dm le} 

shing. 

Jack Mahoney booked for ti = 
ae Police Circus late th the 
month. 

Vincent Fennelly returned to h s 
Monogram desk after three wee ini 
in N. Y. Ph 

Pep Lee elected Commander ¢ Ru 
Paramount Post No. 557, Amen th 
can Legion. “ 

Virginia Huston and Manus Ps Qu 
Clinton, II, announced their « Pat 
gagement. eer 

Jimmy Stewart will officig sh 
again at the annual Soapbox Der “Cs 
in Akron, O. inn 

Tex Ritter and his horse booke de 
for six weeks at the Harring nett 
Arena, London. lie I 

Randolph Scott won the annu with 
Columbia golf tournament with W 
low gross of 69. mid. 

Judy Canova ordered by he indi 
medico to take it easy for the re lishe 
of the summer. in F 

Hume Cronyn and Jessica Tand rod 
in from Bermuda to start a tod = r 
of “The Fourposter.” he “ 

Cornel Wilde booked for a seri the ( 
of lectures to drama students oper: 
nine universities. theat 

Harry M. Warner gifted Woe . 
land Hills with a new Americ WI 
Legion Town Hall. oe 

Mary Sinclair suspended Wil 
Paramount for going to Eure tired 
without permission. tm vance 

Ted Richmond making a tray bus, ¢ 
for the Savings Bond drive W ister 
Jimmy Durante starred. 4 \ 

Edward Clark celebrated 2 ish¢ 
60th year in show business ont orke 
“I Love Melvin” set at Metro. aoe 

Eve Arden awarded a pe Be 
plaque by the Alumni Assn. fo ‘yy 
Teachers College in Connectic ; Td J 

Joan Rice in from England § old J. 
her way to the Fiji Islands to qj. “0 
Burt Lancaster in “His Maje — 2 
O'Keefe.” — 

Tony Curtis and George exhib 
guests of honor at the annual cj |) : 
vention of the Pacific Coast Ma 1g the 
cians’ Assn. = th 

Charles P. Skouras named chil poe f 
man of the L. A. Commun |: ink 
Chest’s publicity committee for] ji 08 ) 
fourth time. UD ieinea 

Columnist Louella Parsons SM y1.);. 
Cedars of Lebanon Hospital first Ch 
rest and will probably be the Wo) 
few. more days. She was orde ts] 
to hosp. by Dr. Myron Prinzme@™ 4) ul 
who said she is suffering from 
haustion. CH 

, Charl 

s . aaio ac 
Atlantic City fh it. 
By Joe W. Walker ‘i Seescth 

“ Heaven” is 0 oe Sand Se 
Ada. io and Gianni Pitale Be 
Quarterdeck Theatre (21-23), Mj 

Uptown Globe burlesque ° Car — 
“Peaches” and Harry e al ed l 
with two shows nightly to B00" J jyrncon 

Les Paul and Mary 0) .." 
Steel Pier Music Hall (20) om \ avers 
Ralph Flanagan into Mariné came ( 
stArsenic and Old Lace: MM the srt! 
Bonnie Smith and Aphrodite am a ha 

as, featured in Gateway ¢ S t th 
layhouse in Suburban aught. 

Best, comic, and JU | 

clair, late of “Top Den tH Nick 

joined “Borscht-Capades’ (ogy. 1° 

Million Dollar Pier last ¥ Hote) ’ 

Show grossing better ever? ied A 
Jackie Leonard hea Pi me 


show at Paul D’Amato’s 
with Beverly Hudson, Spec * 7 We 
Jaye Bros., Lee Henderson Pal. 
Pat Came Freddy Boy 
ac » 
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OBITUARIES 


HOMER F. CURRAN more in Times Square, long before 


pre rran, 67, veteran| its diffusion into Hollywood and 
Homer | F. nd theatre owner, Radio City circles, was as much a 


legit | ~- 
died July <a 
; ee ear aalating.the Muenschenheim, who built the 
Frost's legit vitality, operated the- hostelry, and for more than a 
ies in Los Angeles and San Fran- 
cisco for more than 25 years. He 
also co-managed the Belasco Thea- 


18 in Beverly Hills after landmark of Times Square as the 


top spot as greeter and maitre d’. 


Prentice Funeral Home, 55 Main 


ir late David, < B 
tre, L. A., with the ; ‘<|St., Binghamton, N. Y. A son and 
Belasco, and, after the latter's la daughter survive. 


death, took over the operation him- | 


~~ 1944, in ¢ollaboration with e _GEORGE BRAHAM 

sinin Leaeie Curran helped write eorge Braham, 87, retired orch 
dw «roduced “Song of Nor- leader and composer, died of a 
and co “ wusical biog of Edvard heart attack July 19 in New York. 
wa) Tl chow was launched on Braham had been an orch leader 
Grieg ie § for the late David Belasco at the 


e Coast and then sent to Broad- tlh . - ike 
od cere it had a successful run. Belasco Theatre, N. Y. He also 


Curran teamed with producers 
Russell Lewis and Howard Young 
three years later in the production 
of “Lady Windermere’s Fan, ’ star- 
ying Cornelia Otis- Skinner. In 
1948 Curran and Lester produced 
the lavish musical, ““Magdalena.” 
It opened at the Ziegfeld Theatre. 
N. Y.. after a Coast preem, but only 
had a short Broadway stay. 

Curran entered the theatrical 
field with the purchase of the old 





way musicomedies. The son of 
Dave Braham, who wrote songs for 
Harrigan & Hart, he was also the 
uncle of Nedda Harrigan (Mrs. 


Harrigan. 
A sister also survives. 





ALFRED SEDGWICK 


the Palace Theatre, St. Catharine’s. 
W . Ontario, died in that city July 11 

nar satr Sz rancisco. He | we tem ; ? y 

- bese eh " ef this| a egy sustained when he 

house. but in 1922 built the Curran | W@S hit by a truck. Sedgwick had 


! ] rs Bers eg! 3 been in the motion pic biz since 
Theatre, still one of Frisco’s major! j997 when he joined the staff of 


legit houses. He also acquired an} the ‘Tivoli Theatre. Toronto. In 
interest in the Geary Theatre there | j945 he joined Odeon Theatres 


some years ago. In 1927 he joined and had man es 
the newly formed producing team | 22d | anaged the Palace since 


of Fred Butler and sry dy —— 
co. David Belasco’s. brother. 1eIr | daughter. 
initial production was “The Devil’s daughter 
Plum Tree,” with John Colton ana DANIEL E. McMAHON 

Ruth Chatterton. They also staged Daniel E. McMahon, 82, who 
the first American. professional| turned to promoting . boxing 
production of Noel Coward's “The| matches as manager of the old 
Queen Was In The. Parlor,” with | Gaiety Theatre, Albany, and who 
Pauline Frederick. | During the brought to that house such pugi- 
early 1930s the syndicate produced | jists as John L. Sullivan and Jack 
such shows in L.A. and Frisco as/| Johnson, died at his home in Al- 
“Camille,” with Jane Cowl: “Re-|bany July 15. McMahon also suc- 
bound,” with Ina Claire; “Cyrano | cessfully promoted bouts in vari- 
de Bergerac,” with Richard Ben-| ous Albany and Rochester arenas, 
nett; “The Vinegar Tree,” with Bil- | and managed a string of fighters. 
lie Burke, and “Tonight Or Never,” Widow and son survive. 


with Helen Gahagan. 

When the trio disbanded in the PATRICK F, BYRNE 
mid-’30s, Curran continued as an Patrick F. Byrne, 45, salesman 
indie producer. In 1939 he estab-/ for the St. Louis RKO-Radio ex- 
lished the Ciyig Light Opera Assn. | change, was killed, his wife, three 
in Frisco. After the “Magdalena” | children and father-in-law injured 
production .in ’48, Curran became} July 14 when the automobile he 
inactive as a producer. However,| was driving skidded on the wet 
he continued in his post.as prez of | pavement and turned over near 
the Curran Theatre Corp. and his | Ziegler, III. 
operation of Curran Productions, Byrne never regained conscious- 
theatrical property corrcern in L.A.| ness. None of the others was seri- 
ously injured. 














WILLIAM S. (DOC) WADDELL 
William S. (Doc) Waddell, 89, re- HARRY J. BLAIR , 
tired circus pressagent and ad- Harry J. Blair, 63, veteran music 
vance man, died July 15 in Colum-| ™an, died July 20 in New York. 
bus, O. He also was a circus min- For the past 20 years he had been 
ister with many of the big shows|@ distributor of professional music 
and was known in the trade as| COPY for organists. At one time 
“Bishop of the Big Top.” He had|he was associated with Broadway 
worked for Barnum & Bailey, Ha-| Music and Shapiro-Bernstein, pub- 

genbeck-Wallace, Ringling Bros. | ishing firms. ; : 
and the Sells-Floto circuses. | _ Surviving are his wife and a 
Waddell, ne William Shackle- | daughter. 


ford Andres, began his circus ca- 
reer as a candy’ butcher with the WALDEMAR H. ROSE 
old John Robinson circus when he| .Waldemar H. Rose, former exec 
Was nine years old. In 1896 he/| of the Columbia, Okeh and Pathe 
toured the U. S. with the first} Recording Co. and founder and 
Thomas Edison pix, lecturing and | Prez of the Sapphire Group, died 
exhibiting in opera houses. Dur-| July 20 in New York. He was v.p. 
ing the following year he toured | of the Frank L. Capps Co., makers 
with the Jim Corbett-Bob Fitzsim- | of recording needles, at the time of 
mons fight pix. He also flacked for | his death. 
Frank S. Bostock (“the animal Surviving are his wife, singer 
king”) at the Pan-American Exhi-| Annette Hanshaw; a brother and 
bition in Buffalo. He subsequently | two sisters. 
joined Col. Fred Cummins and his 
Italian Congress, which played the HAROLD GROPPER 
first Chicago World’s Fair. Harold (Hal) Gropper, 32, staff 
Waddell managed and directed | announcer for WSYR and WSYR- 
us Lambrigger’s wild animal|TV, Syracuse, died of leukemia 
show until his retirement. July 3 in Syracuse. Gropper had 
ee been a staff announcer for WRUN, 
CHARLES WARBURTON Utica, before joining the Syracuse 
Charles Warburton, 64, legit and | station in March, 1950. He also 
radio actor-director, died of a heart | Worked at radio stations in Den- 
pitack July 19 in New York. War-| ver, Jamestevn, N. Y., and Great 
urton had been director of ABC’s | Falls. Mont. 
Sus the-board soaper, “My True Wife survives. 
“tory.” since 1944. He had pre- 


Neo been an actor-director for 
. Lester D. Watson, 49, who con- 


ca at burton began his acting structed and installed equipment 
Be fer in England with Sir Frank | for Station WOWO, Fort Wayne, 
, Son's company. He toured the |Ind., and held many patents for 
Piayy with the Stratford-on-Avon | electrical devices, died in India- 
View? in 1913. He joined the Old | napolis July 17 of a heart attack. 
Co. after World War I and|He developed a filter choke which 
ma he U. S. to live here per-| gave tone quality to broadcasts. 
ently, in 1920. He was prez of| Wife, son, and daughter survive. 


of hakespe; re Society of Ameri- 
; the time of his death. - ANNA J. PETERSON 
- a vving are his wife, two Mrs. Anna J. Peterson, 82, pi- 
&hters and a son, oneer in home economics broad- 
| casts, died July 19 in Chicago. She 
| broadcast over KYW, Chicago. 
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LESTER D. WATSON 








Nick ¢ NICK LORANG 

me) Lorang) {few knew his sur- 

Hote} *aveneran headwaiter at the CHARLES PLISNIER 

leg 2. COr Hunting Room’ (N. Y.), Charles Plisnier, 56, Belgian 

* » Ie his Binghamton, N. Y.,| playwright-novelist, died July 17 
ited wy 20.at the age of 71. He | in Brussels. 

Pe, Se apt ot og adiick, <— striae 

Pip... ithe tape of fhe -Astor’s*t * ST 

Show ar eatery. tn thie héyday -of |* stepner egedus, 
iness, -whell it was*focused' performer, was kille 











hotel itself. He started with Fred 


third-of-a-century presided at his 


Services tomorrow (Thurs.) at 


pcnned songs for several Broad-| 


Alfred Sedgwick, manager of | 


Surviving are wife, son and | 


July 16, when a guide rope broke 
In a carnival where he was em- 
ployed. Survived by wife and two 
children. 





JAK” ERLICH 
_Jake Erlich, 45, former cireus 
giant, died July 18 im E} Paso. He 
| had traveled with many circuses, 
|inecluding Ringling Bros. and Bar- 
|}num & Bailey and Al G. Barnes. 





FRED O'DONOVAN 
Fred O'Donovan, 63, Irish actor- 
director, died July 21 in London. 
He appeared on Broadway in 
1909 in J. M. Synge’s “The Play- 
| boy of the Western World.” 





VALENTINE MORGAN 
Valentine’ Morgan, 76, veteran 
Australian film advertising man, 
died in Melbourne. July 12 fol- 
lowing a heart attack. Wite, two 
sons and daughter survive. 





BEATRICE H. HAYWARD 
Beatrice Hertford Hayward, 84, 
former actress and monologist, 
|died July 18 in Seaconnet Point, 


Joshua Logan) and actor William! R. I 


JULIUS MAY 
Julius May, 44, stage manager 
for Billy Rose for 18 years, died 
| July 22 in New York. 
Wife and daughter survive. 





Lew Hippe, 72, physical instruc- 
tor and masseur at Warners for the 
|last 23 years and a former Mack 
| Sennett actor, died in Hollywood 
| July 19 following an operation for 
a lung ailment. 





makeup man Louis H. Hippe, sur- 
| vive. 





| Olive Hoyt, wife of Gerald M. 
| Hoyt, New Brunswick (Canada) dis- 
| trict manager for Monogram and 
| Eagle Lion, and owner of Commu- 
nity Theatre, Rothesay-Quispam- 
sis, N. B.; died after a heart at- 
tack July 12. 





Mrs. Cornelia Wright Harper, 79, 


harmonic Orchestra and John 


in Pepack-Gladstone, N. J 








James M. Fort. 60, background 
| projectionist at 20th-Fox Studios 
| since 1929, died July 19 at his 
|home. Widow, daughter, brother 
hagas sister survive. 


| Harry G. Taylor, 81, specialist 
in the building of miniature film 
lsets, died July 16 at his home in 
Burbank. 


Mother,. 66, of Bill Polk, mid- 
west manager of Willard Alexan- 
der Agency, died in Chicago, July 
12. 








Clair Edwin Crane, 63, projec- 
tionist with Columbia Pictures for 
15 years, died July 13 at his home 
in San Gabriel. 





Mrs. Florence Finley Roden, 
wife of Henry W. Roden, screens 
writer, died July 16 in Santa Mon- 
ica. 


Maj. C. Court Treatt, 63, author 
and producer of travelog films, 
died July 11 in Los Angeles. 








concert singer and vocal coach, 
died-July 16 in Los Angeles. 


James Y. Glisson, 91, former 
light opera tenor, died’ July 19 in 
Philadelphia. 


Father, 79. of Albert Dezel, in- 
dependent film distributor, died in 
Chicago July 15. 

Father of Bert McKay, of Para- 
mount’s casting department, died 
July 15 in Hollywood. 

















1| Locarno Pix Fest 


\ as Continued from page 2 ——— 








| distribs and tourist associations, 
jis a much more leisurely, slower- 
;paced affair than its Cannes and 
Venice counterparts. There are 
few receptions, formal dress is not 
|; required at screenings, and the 
| general atmosphere is closer to 
|that of a hearty, friendly country 


fair. The organization, unobtrusive | 


but efficient and hospitable, more 

or less lets things run along on 

their own. 
Middle-of-the-Read 


former singer with the N. Y. Phil-| 


Philip Sousa’s band, died July 21} 


Mrs. Lillian Bowles, 69, former | 


| téntiousness ‘and snobbism which 
-is a (necessary) part of most other 
similar affairs, ‘it was a success. 
|The lack of prizes helps the re- 


|laxed atmosphere, prevents ma-{ 


neuvers, avoids accusations, jury 
trouble, ete. Lecarno will never be 
a major fete, but serves its func- 
; tion, also as meeting place for 
| Swiss exhibs-distribs, ete., well. On 
| basis of this year’s results, next 





|year will see increased persewes 


| tion there. 
Screenings were held nigntly in 
an over 2,000-seat open-airer buiit 
|in the Grand Hotel's gardens, by 
day in the town’s two cinemas. A 
new deluxe showcase, originally 
scheduled to open for the festi- 
val, was not completed in time. A 
/congress for discussion of eJuca- 
tional films and one cn films for 
children, ‘both with 
were also held during: the local 
fete, and attended by delegates 
from several countries. 

Italy and the U.S. presented the 
bulk of feature production. ‘ol- 
lowed by France and Great Britain. 
Top critical favor went to France's 
| “Casque D’Or,” = directed by 
| Jacques Becker, while the public 
|voiced its approval of “Don 
Camillo,” a Franco-Italian co-pro- 
duction. Besides “The Well’ (UA) 
which evoked very favorable com- 


;ment at a press screening, the} 
Yank roster included “Pick-Up” | 


|(Col), well-received, “5 Fingers” 
(20th), “Bullfighter and the Lady” 
| (Rep), “With a Song In My “eart” 
1(20th), and “Diplomatic Courier” 
|(20th). Last-named brought some 


His wife and son, Warner Bros. | entation at an international festival | 
propagandistic ma-'! 
terial,” but a real controversy was | 


on 


lof “openly 
stirred up by “African Queen 


ish entry. 
German Beef 
The following pretest was 
|} lodged: “The members of the Ger- 
man Assn. of Film Journalists pres- 
ent at Locarno voice their regret 
over the British picture ‘African 





The film does not attempt an ob- 
jective portrayal; on the contrary, 
it emphasizes definite anti-German 
tendencies. The German journal- 
ists are convinced that World War 
I'German colonial soldiers should 
not witheut exception be pictured 
as incendiaries and executioners, as 
is the-.case in'this film. This is in 
contradiction both with the Ooft- 
voiced appeal for the motion pic- 
ture as a means of international 
friendship and with efforts for a| 


screenings, | 


| critical comment. about the pres-| 


‘Horizon), presented here as a Brit- | 


a= Continued frem page 2 =a 


for its listeners in the United King- 
dom and overseas. 

Kaye’s presence here and the re- 
'ception he has received ‘have dis- 
| pelled all fear among the Danes 
' that Kaye would caricature Ander- 
sen, their national hero. Late yes- 
terday (Mon.) Kaye visited the 
Danish Parliament and presented 
to Premier Eriksen the script of 
the American film. Today he will 
visit Odense, birthplace of Ander- 
sen, where the house in which the 
author was born is preserved as 
a museum, 





Kaye’s Ho p ‘Invasion’ 
Newcastle, Eng., July 15. 

Who let Danny Kaye watch a 
serious operation at the Royal Vic- 
toria Infirmary here? 
| Question is to be raised at next 
meeting of the regional hospital 
board, following complaints by 
| senior surgeons over the come- 
|dian’s visit to the infirmary last 
i Thursday (10). 
It wasn't until Kaye had left the 
| hospital that senior surgeons knew 
he had been there. They were told 
he was invited by a surgeon who 
had attended one of his perform- 
ances at the City Hall. 

Regulations regarding  atten- 
dance at hospital operations in 
Britain are of the strictest, only 
|doctors, medical students and 
nurses being permitted. 
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salvage task by the bank, out it 
| didn’t materialize. 

One of the difficulties faced by 
the institution on determining the 
most profitable disposal method in 
the U. S. is the fact that the 13 


Queen’ presented at the Festival. | films available now have no par- 


ticular b.o. strength.. That’s how 
they got in treuble in the first 
place, of course, and why the bank 
never got its coin out of them in 
their original release. 

That means that they have little 
value for reissue. On the other 
hand, if they’re handed over to 
'tele, it must be recognized that 
| their reissue value will be totally 





| and permanently cancelled out. 


Enterprise product includes such 


united European partnership.” __ | biggies as “Arch ‘of Triumph” and 


| cluded three films which are to get 
| U.S. distribution: “It Happened in 
| Rome” (RKO), “Three, Forbidden 
| Stories” (Warner), and “A City On 
| Trial” (20th), as well as “Good 
| Morning, Elephant” (Dear Film), 
| starring Vittorio DeSica; “Anna” 
| (Lux), with Silvana Mangano; and 
}‘Filumena Marturano.” Showing 
|of “It Happened in Rome” was al- 

most ‘called off because of a con- 

troversy between Swiss and Paris 
| offices of RKO, and a copy finally 
| was smuggled in from Italy at the 
|last. minute. Besides “Casque 
|D’Or,” France presented “With 

Andre Gide” and “Table Aux 
| Creves.”” Germany was repped by 


|Eric Pommmer’s production, “Naghts 
|Auf Den Strassen,” Sweden by 
\“Franskild,” Israel by “Klala 
| Lebracha,” Austria by “Hoellische 
Liebe,” while Great Britain round- 
ed out its entry with “The Card,” 
starring Alec Guinness, and 
| “Hunted,” directed by Charles 
Crighton, both well received by 
public and crix. 

Most Swiss distribs and exhibs 
dropped into Locarno for a look at 


| The varied Italian selection in-| 


'“Body and Soul.” Similarly tied 
up by the Universal suit are Walter 
Wanger’s “Secret Beyond the 
Door” and “Lost Moment” and 
Nunnally Johnson's “Mr. Peabody’s 
Mermaid” and “Senator Was In- 
discreet.” 

Among pix available for sale 
once the Bank determines on poli- 
cy are three from Eagle Lion. They 
are “Ruthless,” “Northwest Stam- 
pede” and “Let's Live a Little.” 

B. of A. last week moved its 
New York offices from United Art- 
ists ghq to the RKO bidg., where 
it has more space. 


BIRTHS 

Mr. and Mrs. Macdonald Carey, 
daughter, Hollywood, July 12. 
Father is film actor. 

Mr. and Mrs. Budd Lesser, son, 
Hollywood, July 12. Father is a 
television writer. 

Mr. and Mrs. Tom King, son, in 





‘Chicago, July 14. Father is pub- 


licity director for Chicago Stadium 
and Arthur Wirtz Enterprises. 





future product. Among. celebs 
present during the Festival were) 
| French director Jaques Becker and | 
|stars Anne Vernon, Arletty and! 
| Saeeee Dauphin; Italians Giuseppe | 
|DeSantis, Carla Del Poggio, | 
,Bovo, Silvana Pampanini, and Luigi | 
|Zampa; and Germans Eric Pommer | 
/and Rudolf Jugert. 
coverage of the fete was naturally | 
complete, with Germany, Italy, and 
| France also well repped. 


MARRIAGES 


Gloria Lentz to Fred Hegelund, 
Ensenada, Mex., ,June 30. He’s 
Stage manager at KNBH. 
| .Morris Lee Light to Larry oa 
| gins, Memphis, July 11. Groom is 





Mr. and Mrs. Baden Powell, son, 
Hollywood, July 12. Father is 
radio producer. 

Mr. and Mrs. Hal Kanner, daugh- 
ter, New York, July 17. Mother is 
Joanne Wheatley, soloist with the 
Fred Waring TV show; father is a 
music arranger. 


and Mrs. Joe Stasney, 


. r. 
Swiss Press| gaughter, Philadelphia, July 10. 


|Mother is tne daugnter of Cnarlie 
Gosnell, veteran Pitt musician. 

Mr. and Mrs. Stephen Radkoff, 
son, Pittsburgh, July 5. Father's 
|a Pitt Playhouse actor. 

Mr. and Mrs. Lou Crosby, daugh- 
'ter, Palo Alto, Cal., July 17. 
Parents do “The Crosbys Calling” 
j}over KSJO, San Jose. 
| Mr. and -Mrs._ Irving’ Paley, 
| daughter, Sarita Monica, July 19. 


Locarno is sort of a middle-of-| disk jockey at WHHM, Memphis: | Father is an agent at MCA. 


the-road affair, half commercial, 
‘half arty, but well organized, 
|friendly, not overloaded’ with 
events arid thus mére’ conducive to 
quiét filmic discussions, etc. “Pix 


us ions, 
HPO i capgze were half new, half osaish. ‘In its 
@ in’ Chicago, | Way,-which inctirdés a‘ lack of pre- | former-packager. 


| Ethel Rubin to Henry Levin, Los 
; Angeles -July 20. He’s a director 
at 20th-Fox. 


| Mr. and Mr. Frazier Thomas, 
|son, July 18, Chicago... Father is 
lemcee at TV station WBKB there. 


Marefa Van Dyke fo Jack Barty,/:, Mr, and.:Mrss George,-Scheck, 


|New York, July..15- Bride is ‘ac- 
| trees-viclinigh he a tienen, 


daughter. New. York,:. duly 15. 
F zis nogauer ol, 7Stariime,’ 
\ aire over WNBT, N. Y. 
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AMERICA’S FASTEST 
RISING STARS! 








"NOONAN AND MARSHALL HIT 
OF POLICE SHOW!" 


—Los Angeles Herald & Express 


“Headlining are Noonan and Marshall whose local 
following will be enhanced by this stint . . . act zips 
along . . . Pete Marshall's singing and straighting 
provide the foil for Tom Noonan's impersonations and 
humor . . . punched over with savvy and a sense of 
timing that clicks strongly. Boys earn a begoff to pro- 
vide a rousing finale for the show.” 


—Variety 
Kap 


Eddy’s K. C. 
“Tommy Noonan and Pete Marshall 
are new to Kansas City. Their lovely 


comedy pattern is well suited to this Ny 
room. It's a good session that dem- ; 


onstrates their versatility . . . ‘Chef 
Alberni’ a sock closer.. 
—Variety 
. Quin 


Opening 
PALMER HOUSE 


Chicago 
July 31 





Exclusive Management: 


MILTON DEUTSCH AGENCY 


9157 Sunset Blvd. Hollywood, Calif. 
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Many thanks to these wonderful 
people who have made 1952 a 
great year. 


MURIEL ABBOTT 
DON AMECHE 

LEO COHEN 

ROY COOPER 
GEORGE EDDY 

ALICE FABER 

JOE FABER 

CLIFTON FADIMAN 
JOHN GRANDE 
DAVID HIGH 
GEORGE S. KAUFMAN 
JACOB KOSLOFF 
FRANCES LANGFORD 
SAM LEVINSON 


LOS ANGELES 
POLICE DEPT. 


GARRY MOORE 
SAMMY RAUSCH 
IRWIN SCHUMAN 
ED SULLIVAN 
LOU WALTERS 
BEN WEINBERG - 


Tloonan 
and 


) Marshall 
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